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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The purpose of this report is to exam ne the size and grow h of popul ation

in the world and its regions, along with the denographi ¢ conponents of
fertility, nortality and international mgration which determ ne those trends.

2. The presentation is based on the results of the United Nations

1996 Revision of global popul ation and denobgraphic estimates and projections,
prepared by the Popul ation Division of the Departnment for Econom c and Soci a
Informati on and Policy Analysis (United Nations, 1996; United Nations,
forthcom ng 1997). As in the past Revisions, popul ation estinmates and
projections are prepared for the world, the nore devel oped regions,! | ess

devel oped regions,? | east devel oped countries,® six major areas,* 20 regions,® and
228 countries or areas. The popul ation and denographic estimtes presented are
derived from avail abl e nati onal data that have been eval uated and, whenever
necessary, adjusted for census undercounts and under-recordi ng of vital events.
The estimates for the world, major areas, regions, and the |ike are aggregations
fromthe national estinmates and projections.

3. Popul ation estimates are provided at five-year intervals from 1950 to 1995,
wi th popul ation projections carried out at five-year intervals from 1995

to 2050, using the conponent nethod. Assunptions are nade for each country as
to future trends in fertility (three variants), nortality (one variant), and
international mgration (usually one variant).

4. The newl y announced data fromthe 1996 Revision broadly confirm concl usions
found in the 1994 Revision - notably, slower current popul ation growth, |ower

| evels of fertility, nore diverse trends in nortality, and increased mgration
flows during the first half of the 1990s than experienced in prior decades. In
fact, the 1996 Revision shows that population growth fell faster, nationa
fertility declines were broader and deeper, and mgration flows were | arger than
previ ous estimtes had indicated.

. POPULATION SI ZE AND GROWMH

5. At mid 1996, world popul ation stood at 5.77 billion persons (table 1).
During the preceding 12 nonths, popul ation grew by 81 million persons, and
annual growth is expected to remain at this level until 2000. Currently,

4.59 billion persons - 80 per cent of the world' s population - live in the |ess
devel oped regions. The total population size in the nore devel oped regions is
1.18 billion.

6. Bet ween 1990 and 1995 world popul ation grew at 1.48 per cent per annum
significantly below the 1.72 per cent per annum at whi ch popul ati on had been
growi ng for the past two decades. The current population growth rate is the
| owest since the Second World War and nmarks the resunption of the trends of
declining growmh rates that prevailed fromthe md 1960s to the md 1970s.
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Table 1. World popul ati on, past estimtes and
medi um vari ant projections
Year Popul ation (billions)
1950 2.52
1990 5.28
1996 5.77
2000 6. 09
2015 7.29
2025 8.04
2050 9.37
Source: World Popul ation Prospects: The 1996 Revi sion
(United Nations publication, forthcom ng).
7. United Nations nediumvariant fertility projections indicate that the

popul ation growmh rate will continue declining, to 1.37 per cent per annumin
1995- 2000 and to 0.45 per cent in 2045-2050. Consequently, world population is
projected to reach 6.09 billion in 2000 and 9.37 billion in 2050 (fig. I).

Figure I. Wirld popul ation growth, 1950-2050

Source: World Popul ation Prospects: The 1996 Revision (United
Nat i ons publication, forthcom ng).
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8. Despite the decline in the rate of growmh, the annual increment to the
wor |l d population will remain steady at around 80 million per annum t hrough 2025,
and will gradually decline thereafter to 41 nmillion between 2045 and 2050, about
hal f of the current annual increnent (fig. I1).

Figure I'l. Average annual increase of popul ati on, 1950-2050

Source: World Popul ation Prospects: The 1996 Revision (United
Nat i ons publication, forthcom ng).

9. Bet ween 1950 and 1996, the popul ation of the | ess devel oped regi ons

i ncreased by 168 per cent, conpared to an increase of 45 per cent for the nore
devel oped regi ons. Between 1990 and 1995, the popul ation of the | ess devel oped
regions grew at 1.77 per cent per annum During that period, the popul ation of
t he nore devel oped regions grew at 0.40 per cent per annum (table 2). According
to the mediumvariant projections, the popul ation of the | ess devel oped regions
will increase by a further 79 per cent between 1996 and 2050. |In contrast, the
popul ation of the nore devel oped regions is expected to increase to 1.22 billion
by 2025 and decline thereafter, so that the population in 2050 will be

1 per cent lower than in 1996

10. The consequences of the diversity of population growth rates are perhaps
best illustrated by exam ning the average annual increnents to the tota

popul ation of the nore devel oped and the | ess devel oped regi ons. Between 1950
and 1955, the annual increment of world population was 47 mllion persons

per annum O this total, 22 per cent originated in the nore devel oped regi ons
and 78 per cent in the |ess devel oped regions. By 1990-1995, 6 per cent of the

l.o..
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annual increnent originated in the nore devel oped regi ons, while 94 per cent
originated in the | ess devel oped regions. By 2045-2050, the popul ation of the
nore devel oped regions is expected to be actually declining in size, so that al
of the net population increment will be accounted for by the | ess devel oped
regi ons.

Tabl e 2. Population growth rates of the world, nore devel oped
and | ess devel oped regi ons, and maj or areas

1950- 1955 1990- 1995 2045- 2050

World 1.8 1.5 0.5
Mor e devel oped regi ons 1.2 0.4 -0.2
Less devel oped regions 2.1 1.8 0.6
Least devel oped countries 1.9 2.6 1.1
Africa 2.2 2.7 1.1
Asi a 1.9 1.5 0.3
of whi ch, China 1.9 1.1 -0.1

I ndi a 2.0 1.8 0.4

Eur ope 1.0 0.2 -0.4
Latin America and the Cari bbean 2.7 1.7 0.5
Nort hern America 1.7 1.0 0.1
Cceani a 2.2 1.4 0.4

Source: World Population Prospects: The 1996 Revision (United Nations
publication, forthcom ng).

11. The 48 | east devel oped countries are characterized by higher fertility,

hi gher nortality and hi gher population growh rates than the other countries of
the | ess devel oped regions. Between 1950 and 1995, the popul ation of the |east
devel oped countries increased by 193 per cent, conpared to 160 per cent for the
other countries in the | ess devel oped regions. And by 1995, 579 mllion persons
lived in the | east devel oped countries. Between 1990 and 1995, the popul ation
growh rate of the | east devel oped countries was 2.6 per cent per annum al nost
a full percentage point greater than that of the other countries in the |ess
devel oped regions. In fact, during that period, the 48 | east devel oped
countries accounted for 17 per cent of total world popul ation grow h.

12. Popul ation distribution and popul ation growth differ markedly anong the
nmaj or areas of the world, both historically and currently. Between 1950

and 1995, the population of Africa grew from224 mllion to 720 mllion persons.
Africa's average increase of 2.6 per cent per year (221 per cent growh in
total) represented the fastest rate of population growth during that 45-year
period. The popul ations of Latin Anerica and Asia have also grown at nore than
2 per cent per annumsince 1950. Gowng at a rate of 2.3 per cent, the
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popul ation of Latin Anerica rose from166 mllion in 1950 to 477 mllion in

1995. The popul ation of Asia has grown at 2 per cent per annum from 1950 to
1995 and totalled 3.4 billion in 1995. The popul ati on of Europe grew by

0.6 per cent per annum Europe is the only nmajor area whose growth rate was
under 1 per cent per annum during the period 1950-1995

3. Africa continues to exhibit the nost rapid current popul ation growh rate -
per cent per annumin 1990-1995. Latin Anerica and the Caribbean is grow ng
Il percentage point slower (at 1.7 per cent per annun). Asia is grow ng at
per cent per annum Cceania at 1.4 per cent, and Northern America at

per cent.

1
2.7
a fu
1.5
1.0

14. The mmjor area where population is growing nost slowy is Europe, whose
popul ation is nearly stationary. The four regions of Europe have experienced
very different recent trends in population growth. Wstern Europe is exhibiting
t he hi ghest annual popul ation growth rate anong the nore devel oped regions -
0.56 per cent per annum during 1990-1995; the current growth rate is higher than
that exhibited during 1980-1985 (0. 14 per cent) or 1985-1990 (0.49 per cent).
The rising growh rate for Western Europe is mainly due to increasing nunbers of
net mgrants entering the region (particularly into Germany): 153,000 between
1980 and 1985, 2,790,000 between 1985 and 1990 and 4, 208, 000 between 1990

and 1995. In contrast, the population growh rate of Eastern Europe turned
negative during the period 1990-1995. Those years were characterized by out-
mgration, sharp fertility declines and rising or stagnant nortality in a nunber
of countries. Southern Europe has exhibited a downward trend in the rate of
popul ation grow h during the past decade and a half. From an average annua
rate of growth of 0.80 per cent per annumin 1975-1980, the popul ati on growth
rate declined to 0.41 per cent in 1980-1985, 0.33 per cent in 1985-1990, and
0.04 per cent in 1990-1995. The dramatic decline in total fertility rate of
Sout hern Europe from 2.3 children per wonman in 1975-1980 to 1.4 children in
1990- 1995 has been a key factor in the region's slowrate of growh. The

popul ation growth rate in Northern Europe stands at 0.2 per cent per annum half
the level of the growmh rate recorded during 1985-1990 and simlar to the |leve
preval ent during 1975-1985. These trends are consistent with novenents in
fertility. Data showthat fertility levels bottonmed out in Northern Europe at
1.81 children per woman in 1975-1985, rose slightly to 1.84 in 1985-1990, and
fell again at 1.81 in 1990-1995.

15. O the 81 million persons added annually to world popul ati on during
1990-1995, 69 million (85 per cent) are being added in Asia and Africa. O
those two najor areas, 51 mllion (63 per cent) are being added in Asia
(13 mllion in China and 16 mllion in India).

16. The mediumvariant projections indicate that the popul ation of Africa wll
i ncrease by 184 per cent between 1995 and 2050. The projected 2.1 billion
people in 2050 will be alnmost three tinmes the 1995 popul ati on and al nost

10 times the 1950 popul ation. The projected African population growmh rate is
far greater than that projected for any other major area. Between 1995 and
2050, Latin America and the Caribbean is projected to increase by 70 per cent,
Asia by 58 per cent, and Northern Anmerica by 30 per cent. The popul ation of
Europe is projected to decline by 13 per cent between 1995 and 2050.
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1. FERTILITY

17. Estimates for the decade 1980-1985 to 1990- 1995 suggest that the average
total fertility rate (TFR) in the world as a whol e has continued to decline and
at a sonewhat faster pace during the nost recent five years than in the past.
During the decade, the world TFR fell by 17 per cent, from3.6 to 3.0 births per
woman. The worl d average, however, conceals large differences in the fertility
patterns experienced in different countries and regions of the world. |ndeed,
during the period 1990-1995, the average TFR for the nore devel oped regi on was
only 1.7 births per woman, as conpared to 5.5 births for the group of |east
devel oped countries (see table 3), a disparity that strongly reflects the
differences in levels of social and econom c devel opnent and contraceptive
preval ence in those two groups of countries.

18. Wen considering the | ess devel oped regions al one, estinmates show t hat
fertility remains relatively high in many countries. Fertility continues to be
hi ghest in Africa. The African TFR in 1980-1985 was al nost twice as high as in
the other |ess devel oped regions: 6.3 births per woman, as conpared to 3.8 in
Latin Anmerica and 3.7 in Asia. By 1990-1995, despite a slow but continuous
decline, the TFRin Africa is still estimated to be as high as 5.7, conpared to
2.9 in Latin Anerica and 2.8 in Asia. The decennial decline of 10 per cent
during that period is less than half the decline in Asia and Latin Anerica (see
table 3).

19. Wthin Africa, large regional differences prevail. Mddle, Eastern and
Western Africa are the three areas with the highest fertility, where wonen have
6.4 births on average and where, during the past decade, fertility barely
declined: 7 and 5 per cent, respectively, in Eastern and Western Africa, and

2 per cent in Mddle Africa. Conversely, in Northern and Southern Africa, TFR
is much lower: 4.1 and 4.2 births per woman, respectively, a decline of

27 per cent for Northern Africa (the largest reduction in the world during the
decade) and 14 per cent for Southern Africa during the same tinme span (see
table 3). Differences in nodernization, econonm ¢ devel opnent, social change and
contraceptive use obviously underlie those different patterns of fertility
change.

20. The results froma | arge nunber of recent denographic surveys now all ow a
better assessment and a better understanding of the fertility patterns of
African countries. Wereas high African fertility in the 1970s was sustai ned by
sub- Saharan countries where fertility exceeded 7 or even 8 births per woman,

nost of those countries experienced substantial fertility declines in the

1990s - notably Kenya, where a TFR of 8.0 in 1977-1978 fell to 5.4 in 1990-1993,
and Rwanda, where a TFR of 8.5 in 1978-1983 fell to 6.2 in 1989-1992. However,
nost of the recent |ower rates of sub-Saharan Africa are found in countries that
started their fertility transition in the 1980s. The sharpest reductions in TFR
were experienced in Northern Africa, and notably in Al geria, where TFR fell from
8.1in 1970 to 4.4 in 1987-1992. |In Egypt and Mrocco, fertility also fell to

| evels below 5.0, and to as lowas 3.3 in Tunisia in 1992. Currently, the
lowest TFR in Africa, 2.3, is observed in Mauritius in 1990; the highest, 7.4,
actually the third highest in the world, is in N ger
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Table 3. Estimated fertility rates and percentage change, the world, mjor
areas and regions, 1980-1985, 1985-1990 and 1990- 1995

Per cent age change
_Total fertility rate? 1980-1985 1985-1990 1980- 1985
1980- 1985- 1990- to to to

Maj or area and region 1985 1990 1995 1985-1990 1990- 1995 1990- 1995
Wrld total 3.6 3.4 3.0 -5.6 -11.8 -16.7
More devel oped regions 1.8 1.8 1.7 0.0 -5.6 -5.6
Less devel oped regions 4.1 3.8 3.3 -7.3 -13.2 -19.5
Least devel oped countries 6.4 6.0 5.5 -6.3 -8.3 -14.1
Africa 6.3 6.0 5.7 -4.8 -5.0 -9.5
Eastern Africa 6.9 6.7 6.4 -2.9 -4.5 -7.2
M ddl e Africa 6.5 6.5 6.4 0.0 -1.5 -1.5
Northern Africa 5.6 4.8 4.1 -14.3 -14.6 -26.8
Sout hern Africa 4.9 4.5 4.2 -8.2 -6.7 -14.3
Western Africa 6.7 6.6 6.4 -1.5 -3.0 -4.5
Asi a 3.7 3.4 2.8 -8.1 -17.6 -24.3
Eastern Asia 2.5 2.4 1.9 -4.0 -20.8 -24.0
Sout h-central Asia 4.9 4.4 3.7 -10.2 -15.9 -24.5
Sout h-eastern Asia 4.2 3.6 3.2 -14.3 -11.1 -23.8
Western Asia 5.0 4.7 4.1 -6.0 -12.8 -18.0
Eur ope 1.9 1.8 1.6 -5.3 -11.1 -15.8
East ern Europe 2.1 2.1 1.6 0.0 -23.8 -23.8
Nor t hern Eur ope 1.8 1.8 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
Sout hern Eur ope 1.8 1.6 1.4 -11.1 -12.5 -22.2
West ern Europe 1.6 1.6 1.5 0.0 -6.3 -6.3
Latin Anerica 3.8 3.3 2.9 -13.2 -12.1 -23.7
Cari bbean 3.1 2.9 2.7 -6.5 -6.9 -12.9
Central Anerica 4.5 3.9 3.4 -13.3 -12.8 -24.4
Sout h Anerica 3.7 3.2 2.8 -13.5 -12.5 -24.3
Nort hern Anerica 1.8 1.9 2.0 5.6 5.3 11.1
Cceani a 2.6 2.5 2.5 -3.8 0.0 -3.8

Source: World Population Prospects: The 1996 Revision (United Nations publication,
forthconing).

2 Nunmber of births per wonan.

21. Asia and Latin America have experienced simlar rates of fertility decline,
about 24 per cent, during the past decade and reached simlar TFRs in 1990-1995:
2.8 and 2.9 births per wonman, respectively. The regional fertility patterns in
those two major areas are, however, quite different. 1In Asia, the overal
average is the result of relatively large regional fertility differences. The
differences in TFR in 1990-1995 exceed two births per woman, ranging froma

bel owrepl acenent |level of 1.9 in Eastern Asia to 4.1 and 3.7 in Wstern Asia
and Sout h-central Asia, respectively. Differences are even larger at the

i ndi vidual country level: Gaza's TFR of 8.8 and Yenen's TFR of 7.6 are,
respectively, the first and second highest in the world, while at the other
extreme, Japan reports a TFR of 1.5. The overall decline of 24 per cent in Asia
from 1980-1985 to 1990-1995 is a result of the rapid decline (24 per cent) in
the highly popul ated/lowfertility countries of Eastern Asia (the |atter decline
is readily accounted for by the sharp fertility decline in China) and the
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smal l er (18 per cent) reduction that took place in the high-fertility countries
of Western Asia (see table 3).

22. In Latin Anerica, regional average TFR | evel s are conparatively nore
uniform |n 1990-1995, they range from2.7 in the Caribbean to 3.4 in Centra
Anerica, a difference of less than 1 birth per wonman. Deviations fromthis
range are, however, found in sone Caribbean islands such as Cuba, Barbados, and
t he Bahamas where TFR was bel ow popul ati on repl acenent |evel in 1990-1995. At
t he opposite end of the scale, Honduras, with a TFR of 4.9 in 1990- 1995,
currently experiences the highest fertility in the Latin American region
Central America experienced the largest fertility decline in Latin Anerica

(24 per cent) during the current decade, with a decline in TFR of from4.5

to 3.4.

23. In the nore devel oped regions, the situation has changed little overall.
Wth average TFRs in the range of 1.8-1.7, the countries of the region
experienced fertility bel ow replacenent |evel during the past decade and with
only a slight decline in TFR of 6 per cent. However, major differences also
exist within the nore devel oped regions. |n Europe, TFRs have continued to
decline, from1.9 to 1.6 births per worman, corresponding to a reduction of about
16 per cent during the decade, reflecting the conpensating effects of fertility
trends in different European regions. The average TFR renmi ned constant in
Northern Europe (at 1.8), whereas it decreased by over 20 per cent in Southern
Europe, from1.8 in 1980-1985 to 1.4 in 1990-1995. |In Eastern Europe, the TFR
fell from2.1to 1.6 in the past five years, and in Wstern Europe, it declined
from1l.6 to 1.5 during the sane period (table 3). As of 1990-1995, the | owest
European TFRis in Italy, 1.2, and the highest is in Al bania, 2.9.

24. In Northern Anerica, fertility is on an upward trend and TFRs rose from 1.8
in 1980-1985 to 2.0 in 1990-1995, representing an increase of about 11 per cent.
In Australia/ New Zeal and (the devel oped countries of Cceania), fertility

remai ned constant at 1.9 during the sane period, as conpared to the whol e of
Cceani a where TFRs still fluctuate at about 2.6-2.5 (table 3).

1. MORTALITY

25. Mortality is continuing to decline in nost countries of the world. At the
gl obal level, life expectancy at birth reached 64.3 years in 1990-1995, an
increase of 6.4 years since 1970-1975. Life expectancy at birth in the nore
devel oped regions was 74.2 years, nore than 12 years higher than in the | ess
devel oped regions, where it was 62.1 years, which was in turn nore than 12 years
hi gher than the average |ife expectancy, 49.7 years, for |east devel oped
countries (table 4). Life expectancy is highest in the najor areas constituting
Northern America (76.2 years), followed by Europe (72.7 years) and Cceani a

(72.9 years), and is lowest in Africa (51.8 years). Asia and Latin Anerica were
in-between, with Iife expectancies of 64.5 years and 68.5 years, respectively.
In 1990-1995, there are three regions with an average |ife expectancy of bel ow
50 years: FEastern Africa; Mddle Africa and Western Africa. The lowest life
expectancies in the world are in Rnanda (22.6 years), Sierra Leone (34.4 years),
and Uganda (41 years). It is estimated that, on average, |ife expectancy above
75 years has been reached in Northern Europe, Southern Europe, Western Europe,

l...



Nort hern America, Australia and New Zeal and.
expectancy in the world (79.5 years),

Canada (78.5 years).

Tabl e 4.

Esti mat es of
maj or areas and regions of the world, 1990-1995

Iife expectancy and i nfant

Japan has the highest
foll owed by Iceland (78.8 years) and
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life

nortality for

1990- 1995
Li fe expectancy I nf ant
Bot h nortality
Maj or area and region sexes Mal e Femal e rate
Wrld 64. 3 62.2 66.5 62
Mor e devel oped regi ons 74.2 70.4 78.0 11
Less devel oped regions 62.1 60. 6 63.7 68
Least devel oped countries 49.7 48.7 50.8 109
Africa 51.8 50. 4 53.3 94
Eastern Africa 46.7 45. 4 48.0 108
M ddl e Africa 51.0 49, 3 52.7 97
Northern Africa 62.1 60. 8 63. 4 67
Sout hern Africa 62.1 59.3 64.9 55
Western Africa 49.5 48.0 51.1 98
Asi a 64.5 63. 2 66.0 62
Eastern Asia 69. 7 67.6 71.9 41
Sout h-central Asia 60. 4 59.9 60. 8 78
Sout h-eastern Asia 63.7 61.7 65.6 54
Western Asia 66. 3 64. 4 68. 4 60
Eur ope 72.7 68.5 76.9 13
East ern Europe 68. 2 63.0 73.6 19
Nor t hern Eur ope 75.8 72.8 78.8 7
Sout hern Eur ope 76.0 72.7 79. 3 11
West ern Europe 76.7 73.2 80. 2 7
Latin Anerica 68.5 65. 3 71.8 40
Car i bbean 68.5 66. 4 70. 8 43
Central Anmerica 70.5 67.6 73. 4 37
Sout h Anerica 67.8 64. 4 71. 4 41
Nort hern Anerica 76. 2 72.8 79.5 9
Cceani a? 72.9 70. 3 75. 6 26
Austral i a/ New Zeal and 77.4 74.5 80. 3 7

Source:

Wrld Popul ati on Prospects:

publ i cati on,

forthcom ng).

@ I ncl udes Mel anesia, Mcronesia and Pol ynesi a.

The 1996 Revision (United Nations
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26. The gap in life expectancy at birth between Eastern, M ddle and Wstern
Africa, on the one hand, and Northern and Southern Africa, on the other, has

i ncreased over the past 20 years. The forner regions have registered only a
2-7-year increase in |life expectancy over the 20-year period, whereas in
Northern and Southern Africa, |ife expectancy rose by about 10 years over the
period. Eastern, Mddl e and Western Africa have been worst hit by the acquired
i mmunodefi ci ency syndrone (Al DS) epidenic, which along with war and its effects,
accounts in part for the widening gap in |ife expectancy.

27. In the regions of Europe, |life expectancy increased by about 3-5 years

bet ween 1970-1975 and 1990- 1995, except in Eastern Europe where |ife expectancy
declined by about a year between 1970-1975 and 1990- 1995, from 69.4 years in
1970-1975 to 68.2 years in 1990-1995. Already by 1980-1985 a decline in life
expectancy to 69 years was evident. These reductions can be largely attributed
to an increase in death rates from cardi ovascul ar di seases (Wrld Bank, 1993).
Bet ween 1989 and 1993 a worsening of the situation was observed, as death rates
from cardi ovascul ar di seases, cancer, digestive diseases, infectious diseases
and external causes, including suicides and accidents, all increased (UN CEF,
1994). The worst affected have been nen between the ages of 20 and 59 years.

28. Winen can be expected, on average, to live about four years |onger than
nen. For the world as a whole, life expectancy for nen is 62.2 years while that
for wonen is 66.5 years (table 4). In the nore devel oped regions, this

nal e/ femal e disparity is as high as 7.6 years, whereas in the | ess devel oped
regions, wonen live three years longer than nen. |n nost mgjor areas of the
world, the gap between nmale and female |ife expectancy increased or stayed the
same between 1970-1975 and 1990-1995. In Northern America, however, fenale life
expectancy i nproved by four years over the past two decades while nmale life
expectancy inmproved by five years, thereby decreasing the nmale/femal e gap from
7.7 years to 6.7 years. The nmale/female gap also slightly decreased in Africa,
from3.1 to 2.9 years, and in Cceania, from5.4 to 5. 3.

29. South-central Asia has the lowest sex differential in |ife expectancy -
nale |ife expectancy is |ess than one year lower than female |ife expectancy.
Mal e |ife expectancy in that region was 50.8 years in 1970-1975, 1.2 years

hi gher than that for females at the tinme. Over the past 20 years, however,
wonmen have nmade greater inprovenments in |life expectancy than nmen; by 1990- 1995,
fenmale |ife expectancy was 0.9 years higher. Eastern Europe has the highest sex
differential in life expectancy. Wonen in Eastern Europe with a |ife expectancy
of 73.6 years in 1990-1995 can expect to live 10.6 years |longer than nmen, a
differential that increased from8.6 years in 1970-1975. This widening gap is
caused nainly by a decline in male |life expectancy, from64.8 years in 1970-1975
to 63.0 years in 1990-1995, whereas fenmale |ife expectancy increased from

73.4 years to 73.6 years over the same peri od.

30. The infant nortality rate for the world as a whole was estimated to be

62 deaths per 1,000 births in 1990-1995 (table 4). In the nore devel oped
regions, the infant nortality rate was 11 per thousand, but the correspondi ng
rate is nore than six tines as large, 68 per 1,000 births, in the | ess devel oped
regions. Although the difference in infant nortality rates between the nore
devel oped and the | ess devel oped regions has declined from83 points in
1970-1975 to 57 in 1990-1995, the ratio of infant nortality in | ess devel oped

l...
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regions to that in the nore devel oped regions has increased fromabout 5:1 in
1970- 1975 to alnost 6:1 in 1980-1985 and to slightly nore than 6:1 in 1990-1995.

31. During 1990-1995 infant nortality is estinmated to be above 60 in two nmjor
areas: Africa, with a rate of 94 deaths per 1,000 live births, and Asia, with
62 per 1,000 live births. Infant nortality rates were on average greater than
90 per 1,000 live births in all of the regions of Africa, except for Southern
Africa. At the other extrene, infant nortality rates were below 10 per 1,000 in
Nort hern Europe and Western Europe, Northern Anmerica, and Australia/ New Zeal and.

32. The average infant nortality rate for Africa as a whole was the highest in
the world during 1990-1995. Although inportant progress has been made in the
reduction of childhood nortality rates in Africa over the past two decades - the
average infant nortality rate fell by 36 infant deaths per 1,000 births from
1970-1975 to 1990-1995 - the | argest absol ute decrease anong all major areas in
the world occurred in Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean, where the average infant
nortality rate fell by 40 infant deaths per 1,000 births from 1970-1975 to
1990-1995. Most notable also is the decline in Northern Africa where infant
nortality fell from 132 to 67 deaths per 1,000 births. However, there are sone
countries in the world where infant nortality has remained virtually stagnant or
has even increased, such as Liberia, Iraq, Uganda, Sierra Leone and Arneni a.

33. According to Wrld Health O ganization (WHO reports, Africa is still the
maj or area nost affected by the AIDS epidenmc (Mertens and others, 1995). As of
late 1994, nearly two thirds (about 11 million adults) of all cumul ative cases
of HV infection have occurred in Africa. However, the epidem c is expandi ng
rapidly in some parts of South and Sout h-eastern Asia, and the annual nunber of
new i nfections in Asia is expected to surpass that of Africa if the current rate
of infection continues. WHO estimates that there were nore than 3 mllion Al DS
cases as of the end of 1994 in Africa, constituting nore than 70 per cent of the
total cunul ative nunber of cases in the world. N ne per cent occurred in the
United States, nore than 9 per cent in Latin America and the Caribbean, and

4 per cent in Europe. Because the epidenic started relatively recently in Asia,
only about 6 per cent of the AIDS cases in the world occurred in Asia.

I'V. I NTERNATI ONAL M GRATI ON

34. Over the past decade, international mgration has been the popul ation
conponent nost clearly affected by the nonentous changes in the world
geopolitical order. |In particular, the disintegration of nation States has
resulted in significant popul ation nmovenents. Thus, the conflict that has
acconpani ed the disintegration of some States has led to visible and substanti al
flows of refugees, asylum seekers and displaced persons which have brought
mgration issues to the forefront of the international agenda. However, such
devel opnents have yet to be translated into better nonitoring systens for the
gquantification of international migration. Consequently, the data avail able on
recent devel opnents are still sonewhat sketchy. |Indeed, even for earlier
periods, the available estimates of international mgration are generally
partial (referring to only a few countries or regions) and | ack conparability;
hence the inportance of having a set of conparable estimates for the world as a
whol e. Such estinates have now been derived for the years 1965, 1975, 1985 and

/...



E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 9
Engl i sh
Page 14

1990. Before the nost recent period is considered, the nature of those gl oba
estimates and the mgration trends that they reveal will be considered.

35. Estimates of the stock of international mgrants present in each country of
the world as of the begi nning of 1965, 1975, 1985 and 1990 have been derived
frominformation on the size of the foreign-born population (or, in some cases,
the foreign popul ati on) enunmerated by the censuses of different countries and
frominformation on the nunber of refugees present in developing countries. At
the world level, the estimates obtained indicate that the stock of internationa
mgrants increased from75 million persons in 1965 to 120 mllion by 1990
(table 5). Thus, over the whole 1965-1990 period, the annual rate of growth of
the mgrant stock was 1.9 per cent. However, estinmates of the rate of growth
for internediate periods indicate that the pace at which the world's m grant
stock has been increasing has speeded up, passing from1l.2 per cent per year
during 1965-1975 to 2.2 per cent during 1975-1985 and reaching 2.6 per cent over
the period 1985-1990. The experience of devel oped and devel opi ng countries
contrasts markedly. Thus, whereas the annual growh rate of the internationa

m grant stock in devel oped countries increased only noderately, passing from
2.3 per cent per annum during 1965-1975 to 2.4 per cent during 1985-1990, that
of the total nunber of mgrants in the devel oping countries increased ninefold,
rising fromO.3 per cent during 1965-1975 to 2.7 per cent during 1985-1990.

36. Despite the rapid growth in the nunber of international mgrants in
devel opi ng countries, by 1990 they accounted for only 55 per cent of the world's
m grant stock, whereas devel oping countries accounted for 72 per cent of the
worl d popul ation. Consequently, the proportion of international mgrants anmpbng
the total popul ation of devel oping countries renains low (1.6 per cent of the
total). In contrast, international mgrants constitute 4.1 per cent of the
popul ati on of devel oped countries. Thus, proportionately, internationa

m gration continues to have greater nunerical inmportance for the devel oped
wor | d.

37. As table 5 shows, there has been considerable variation in the growth and
distribution of international migrants anmong the major world regions. By 1990,
Europe and Northern America were host to 25 nmillion and 24 mllion internationa
m grants, respectively. In Northern America, the United States al one hosted

20 mllion international mgrants, a nunber that includes the majority of the
nearly 3 mllion undocunented migrants whose status was regul arized by the

I nm gration Reformand Control Act of 1986. In the devel oping world, Asia has
been hosting the | argest nunmber of migrants in the world (43 mllion in 1990).
However, their distribution over the continent is far frombeing uniform Thus,
Eastern and Sout h-eastern Asia, a region that includes China and Japan, have had
relatively fewinternational mgrants (nearly 8 mllion), despite the fact that

| abour shortages in the newy industrializing econonmes of the region and in
Japan have been fuelling increased interregional mgration. According to sonme
estimates, by the early 1990s, Japan was hosting nearly 300,000 undocunent ed
mgrants in addition to the 1 mllion or so foreign residents legally present in
the country. Taiwan Province of China has had about 45,000 migrants in an
irregular situation, whereas in the Republic of Korea a regularization drive
carried out in 1992 had produced 61,000 applications. Simlarly, in Mlaysia
320, 000 undocunented mgrants applied for |egalization under an amesty
programe instituted in 1992 (Stal ker, 1994). Such nunbers indicate that,



Tabl e 5.

Key indicators of trends in mgrant stock, by region,

1965, 1975, 1985 and 1990

Estimated foreign-born

As percentage of

Per cent age

popul ation (thousands) total population Annual rate of change distribution by region
1965- 1975- 1985- 1965-
Regi on 1965 1975 1985 1990 1965 1975 1985 1990 1975 1985 1990 1990 1965 1975 1985 1990
Wrld total 75 214 84 494 105 194 119 761 2.3 2.1 2.2 2.3 1.2 2.2 2.6 1.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0
Devel oped countries 30 401 38 317 47 991 54 231 3.1 3.5 4.1 4.5 2.3 2.3 2.4 2.3 40.4 45.3 45.6 45.3
Devel opi ng countries 44 813 46 177 57 203 65 530 1.9 1.6 1.6 1.6 0.3 2.1 2.7 1.5 59.6 54.7 54.4 54.7
Africa 7 952 11 178 12 527 15 631 2.5 2.7 2.3 2.5 3.4 1.1 4.4 2.7 10.6 13.2 11.9 13.1
Northern Africa 1 016 1 080 2 219 1 982 1.4 1.1 1.8 1.4 0.6 7.2 -2.3 2.7 1.4 1.3 2.1 1.7
Sub- Saharan Africa 6 936 10 099 10 308 13 649 2.9 3.2 2.5 2.8 3.8 0.2 5.6 2.7 9.2 12.0 9.8 11. 4
Asia 31 429 29 662 38 731 43 018 1.7 1.3 1.4 1.4 -0.6 2.7 2.1 1.3 41.8 35.1 36.8 35.9
Eastern and Sout h-eastern Asia 8 136 7 723 7 678 7 931 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.4 -0.5 -0.1 0.6 -0.1 10.8 9.1 7.3 6.6
Chi na 266 305 331 346 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.8 0.9 1.0 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3
G her Eastern and Sout h-
eastern Asia 7 870 7 419 7 347 7 586 1.9 1.5 1.2 1.2 -0.6 -0.1 0.6 -0.1 10.5 8.8 7.0 6.3
Sout h-central Asia? 18 610 15 565 19 243 20 782 2.8 1.9 1.8 1.8 -1.8 2.1 1.5 0.4 24.7 18.4 18.3 17.4
Western Asia 4 683 6 374 11 810 14 304 7.4 7.6 10.4 10.9 3.1 6.2 3.8 4.5 6.2 7.5 11.2 11.9
Latin America and the Cari bbean 5 907 5 788 6 410 7 475 2.4 1.8 1.6 1.7 -0.2 1.0 3.1 0.9 7.9 6.9 6.1 6.2
Car i bbean 532 665 832 959 2.4 2.5 2.7 2.9 2.2 2.2 2.8 2.4 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8
Central America® 445 427 948 2 047 0.8 0.6 1.0 1.8 -0.4 8.0 15.4 6.1 0.6 0.5 0.9 1.7
Sout h Anerica 4 930 4 695 4 629 4 469 3.0 2.2 1.8 1.5 -0.5 -0.1 -0.7 -0.4 6.6 5.6 4.4 3.7
Northern America 12 695 15 042 20 460 23 895 6.0 6.3 7.8 8.6 1.7 3.1 3.1 2.5 16.9 17.8 19.5 20.0
Europe and USSR (forner) 14 728 19 504 22 959 25 068 2.2 2.7 3.0 3.2 2.8 1.6 1.8 2.1 19.6 23.1 21.8 20.9
Countries with econonies in
transition® 2 835 2 394 2 213 2 055 2.4 1.9 1.6 1.7 -1.7 -0.8 -1.5 -1.3 3.8 2.8 2.1 1.7
USSR (forner) 140 148 156 159 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1
Q her Eur ope 11 753 16 961 20 590 22 853 3.6 4.9 5.8 6.1 3.7 1.9 2.1 2.7 15.6 20.1 19.6 19.1
Cceani a 2 502 3 319 4 106 4 675 14.4 15.6 16.9 17.8 2.8 2.1 2.6 2.5 3.3 3.9 3.9 3.9
Source: Derived fromTrends in Total Mgrant Stock, Rev.3, a database nmintained by the Popul ation Division of the Departnent for Econonic and Soci al

Information and Policy Analysis of the United Nations Secretariat.

2 Excluding Arnenia, Azerbaijan,

° I'ncl udi ng Mexi co.

¢ I'ncluding Al bania, Bulgaria,

excl uding the former USSR

Georgi a, Kazakstan,

the fornmer Czechosl ovaki a,

Kyrgyzstan,

the former German Denocratic Republic,

Taj i ki stan,

Hungary,

Tur kneni stan and Uzbeki st an.

Pol and, Romani a and the former Yugoslavia,
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despite a reluctance to inport foreign workers, the rapidly growi ng econom es of
Asia may have to do so if they are to remain conpetitive

38. The largest concentration of international mgrants in Asiais found in
Sout h-central Asia, particularly in India and Paki stan, where the survivors of
the 1948 partition of those countries and the remai ni ng refugees from

Afghani stan | argely account for the 16 mllion mgrants in those countries. In
Western Asia, the rapid increase in the mgrant stock since 1975 is associ ated
with the inflow of foreign workers to the oil-producing countries of the region
whose revenues increased narkedly after the oil-price rises of the 1970s.

Al t hough the pace of worker migration to Western Asia declined somewhat during
the 1980s, the mgrant stock in the oil-producing countries continued to grow
during that decade. Despite the nmassive repatriations brought about by the Qulf
War and its aftermath, statistics on outflows fromthe main countries of origin
of foreign workers to Wstern Asia indicate that |abour flows to the region have
not abated during the 1990s.

39. The nmarked increase in the nunber of international mgrants in Centra
Anerica is the result of the civil strife and conflict that reigned in the
region during the 1980s and which has since largely abated. In South Anmerica,
mgration, which is nostly of an interregional nature, did not result in rising
m grant stock over the period considered, whereas in the Caribbean the nunber of

international mgrants, though snmall, showed a tendency to increase during the
| ate 1980s.
40. In Europe, increases in the mgrant stock during 1985-1990 are associ at ed

with the changes brought about by the processes that led to the end of the cold
war and with the relaxation of exit controls in Eastern and Central European
countries and in the former USSR As a result of such changes, a grow ng nunber
of citizens fromthose countries found their way to the narket econony countries
of Europe where they sought asylumwi thin the context of the waning cold war or
were admitted as immgrants under special categories. These categories include
the Aussiedler admitted by the Federal Republic of Germany, a group constituted
of persons of Gernman descent originating in countries with economes in
transition other than the former German Denocratic Republic, and the Pontian

G eeks, or persons of Geek descent originating nostly in the forner USSR who
were admitted to Greece. During 1985-1990, the Federal Republic of Gernany
admitted 1.1 million Aussiedler fromcountries in transition. Indeed, the

i ncrease in Aussi edl er adm ssions proceeded so quickly after 1988 that once
Germany was reunified, the Governnent inposed limts on the nunber to be
admtted annual ly and enbarked on projects providing persons of Gernman descent
living in countries in transition with alternatives to emgration. Also

i ndi cative of the growth of East/Wst migration during the 1980s was the fact
that out of the 1.3 mllion persons filing asylum applications in market-econony
countries during 1983-1989, 30 per cent originated in countries with econom es
in transition.

41. The breakup of the USSR increased concern about the possibilities of
further mgration directed to devel oped countries with nmarket econom es.

Al though | arge East/Wst flows have failed to materialize, there have
neverthel ess been inportant changes in the migration dynam cs of the region
paranount anong which is the growing migration directed to the Russian
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Federati on, as ethnic Russians nove there from ot her successor States. In

addition, flows of refugees or forced m grants between successor States
experiencing ethnic conflict have been growi ng, and there are reports of new
mgration flows directed to certain Central and Eastern European countries.
Thus, 35,000 citizens of the fornmer Soviet Union, 20,000 Romanians and up to
10, 000 persons from Bul garia and the forner Yugoslavia were reported to be
present illegally in the Czech Republic and Slovakia in 1992 (Stal ker, 1994).

42. Since 1990, the najor source of mgrants in Europe has been the fornmer
Yugosl avi a, whose di ssol ution has involved armed conflict in Croatia and Bosni a-
Her zegovina and has led to the |argest nmovenent of war victins and internally

di spl aced persons in Europe since the Second World War. As of nmid-1994, the
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estinated
that the nunber of persons in need of protection inside the forner Yugoslavia
stood at 3.8 million, 2.7 mllion of whomwere in Bosni a-Herzegovina and half a
mllion in Croatia (United Nations, 1994). By the end of 1995, there were stil
1.3 mllion displaced persons in the forner Yugoslavia, 1.1 million of whom were
i n Bosni a- Her zegovi na (UNHCR, 1996). |In addition, several countries had
provided tenporary asylumto persons fromthe former Yugoslavia, including
Austria, Germany, Hungary, Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey.

43. In Africa, the increases in the mgrant stock recorded during 1985-1990 are
mainly attributable to the rising nunber of refugees in the region. In late
1995 there were an estimated 5.7 mllion refugees, the majority of whomwere in
M ddl e and Eastern Africa, particularly in Zaire (1.3 mllion) and the United
Republic of Tanzania (0.9 mllion). Although the independence of Eritrea in
1993 and the elections in Mzanbi que have nade possible the repatriation of
refugees (90,000 in the case of Eritrea, and 1.7 mllion in the case of

Mozanbi que), conflict continues to uproot and di splace people. The crisis in
Sormalia, for instance, led to an estimated outflow of 1 nmillion Somalis, about a
quarter of whom have since returned, and to the repatriation of half a mllion
Et hi opi an refugees. The Sudan, which is reported to be hosting 840, 000
refugees, is itself the source of 350,000 refugees who have found asylumin the
Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Kenya and Zaire (del Mundo, 1994). In

addi tion, upheavals in Burundi, Rwanda and Togo have |l ed to extensive popul ation
outfl ows, especially in the case of Rnanda, where the death of the President in
April 1994 triggered ethnic violence that |eft thousands dead within a few
weeks. Large nunbers of Rwandese sought refuge in nei ghbouring countries, and
the majority of the 300,000 Burundi refugees who had fled to Rwanda in 1993 were
forced to leave. At the end of 1995, Zaire was hosting 1.1 mllion Rmandan
refugees, and the United Republic of Tanzania a further half a mllion. In
addition, continued civil strife in Liberia had uprooted thousands of peopl e,
300, 000 of whom were hosted by Cdte d'Ivoire and a further 400,000 by Cuinea.

44, The repatriation of Afghan refugees fromthe Islamc Republic of Iran and
Paki stan led to a reduction of their nunbers from6.2 million early in 1990 to
2.3 mllion by the end of 1995. However, continued fighting in Afghani stan has
prevented full repatriation fromtaking place. In addition, an agreenent
reached in 1993 between the Governnents of Bangl adesh and Myanmar paved the way
for the repatriation of sone 250,000 citizens of Myanmar who sought refuge in
Bangl adesh during 1991-1992. However, by the end of 1995 there were stil

51, 000 refugees from Myanmar in Bangl adesh
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Not es

! More devel oped regions conprise all regions of Europe and Northern
America, Australial/ New Zeal and and Japan.

2 Less devel oped regions conprise all regions of Africa, Asia (excluding
Japan), Latin America and the Cari bbean, and the regi ons of Ml anesi a,
M cronesi a and Pol ynesi a.

3 O the 48 | east devel oped countries, as defined by the General Assenbly
as of 1995, 33 are in Africa, 9 in Asia, 1 in Latin Arerica and 5 in Cceani a.
They are all found in the | ess devel oped regions.

4 Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean, Northern Anerica
and Cceani a.

> Eastern Africa, Mddle Africa, Northern Africa, Southern Africa, Wstern
Africa, Eastern Asia, South-central Asia, South-eastern Asia, Wstern Asia,
Eastern Europe, Northern Europe, Southern Europe, Western Europe, Caribbean,
Central America, South America, Australial/ New Zeal and, Ml anesia, M cronesia and
Pol ynesi a.
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