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Item 2 of the provisional agenda

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONAL NMATTERS

Provi si onal agenda

1. El ection of officers.

2. Adopti on of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3. Ceneral debate on national experience in population matters.

4. Fol | ow-up actions to the reconmendati ons of the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel oprment: international mgration

5. Progranmme questi ons:

(a) Programme performance and inplenmentation in 1996;
(b) Proposed programe of work for the biennium 1998-1999.
6. Provi si onal agenda for the thirty-first session of the Conm ssion.

7. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its thirtieth session.

Annot at i ons

1. Election of officers

Rul e 15 of the rules of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the
Economi ¢ and Social Council stipulates that at the comrencenent of its first
nmeeting of a regular session, the Conm ssion shall elect, fromanong the
representatives of its nenbers, a Chairnman, one or nore Vice-Chairnen and such
other officers as may be required.
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At past sessions, the Conm ssion has elected a Chairman, three Vice-
Chai rmen and a Rapporteur

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organi zational matters

Rule 7 of the rules of procedure requires that the Conm ssion shall, at the
begi nni ng of each session, after the election of its officers, adopt the agenda
for that session on the basis of the provisional agenda.

On the recommendati on of the Conmission at its twenty-ninth session, the
Economi ¢ and Social Council, in its decision 1996/234, approved the provisiona
agenda and docunentation for the thirtieth session of the Conm ssion.

3. Ceneral debate on national experience in population matters

At its twenty-fifth session, the Comm ssion concluded that it would be
useful to nmake provision in its agenda for a general debate, during which views
and national experiences in the area of popul ation could be exchanged.

4. Foll owup actions to the recommendations of the International Conference on

Popul ati on and Devel opnent : international mgration

Inits resolution 49/128 of 19 Decenber 1994, in which it endorsed the
recomendati ons of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent,
the General Assenbly decided that the Conm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent,
as a functional comm ssion assisting the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council, would
nmoni tor, review and assess the inplenentation of the Programme of Action of the
Conference at the national, regional and international |evels, and woul d advi se
the Council thereon.

In the same resolution, the General Assenbly called upon the organizations
and bodies of the United Nations systemto undertake the actions required to
give full and effective support to the inplenentation of the Programe of Action
(para. 10). The Assenbly requested the specialized agencies and all related
organi zations of the United Nations systemto review and, where necessary,
adj ust their programmes and activities in line with the Programme of Action, and
to take appropriate neasures to ensure its full and effective inplenentation
taking into account the specific needs of devel oping countries (para. 22). The
Assenbly further requested the Council to consider the subm ssion of
reconmendations to the Secretary-General on the establishnent of an appropriate
nechani smfor inter-agency coordination, collaboration and harnoni zation in the
i mpl ement ati on of the Programme of Action (para. 28 (c)).

In the new terns of reference of the Conmission (E 1995/27, annex I,
sect. |I.A), which were endorsed by the Econom c and Social Council inits
resol ution 1995/55, the Commission is called upon to adopt a topic-oriented and
prioritized nulti-year work programme, culmnating in a quinquennial review and
apprai sal of the Programme of Action. That work programe, inter alia, wll
provide a framework for assessing the progress achieved in the inplenentation of
the Programme of Action. |In the report of the Conmi ssion on its twenty-eighth
sessi on, which was noted by the Economic and Social Council in its decision
1995/ 236, the Commi ssion called for the preparation of annual reports on a
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sel ected topic of the Programme of Action (see E/1995/27, annex |, sect. 111).

The topic for 1997 is "International mgration, with special enphasis on the
| i nkages between mgration and devel opnent and on gender issues and the fam|ly";
a report on that topic will be before the Commi ssion

Docunent at i on

Report of the Secretary-General on world popul ation nonitoring, focusing on
international mgration, with special enphasis on the |inkages between

m gration and devel opnent and on gender issues and the famly

(E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 2)

Report of the Secretary-General on the nonitoring of popul ation programmes
(E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 3)

Report of the ACC Task Force on Basic Social Services for Al dealing with
the inplenentation of the Programme of Action of the Internationa
Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent (E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 4)

Report of the Secretary-General on activities of intergovernnental and
non- governnmental organi zations relating to the inplenentation of the
Programe of Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel opnent (E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 5)

Report of the Secretary-General on the flow of financial resources for
assisting in the inplenentation of the Programme of Action of the
I nternational Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent (E/ CN. 9/1997/6)

5. Progr amme gquesti ons

(a) Progranme performance and inplenentation in 1996

At its twenty-ninth session, the Conm ssion reaffirnmed the content of the
work progranme in the field of population for the current biennium as defined
by the Comm ssion in the report on its twenty-eighth session (see Conm ssion
resolution 1996/1). At its twenty-eighth session, the Comn ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral, inter alia, to continue to give high priority to the
nmoni toring of popul ation trends and policies; undertake biennial preparation of
estimates and projections of global, national, urban, rural and city
popul ati ons; conduct studies on popul ation and rel ated devel opnent poli ci es;
prepare studies on interactions of popul ation change; carry out anal yses of
nmortality; contribute to and coordinate in-depth studies on fertility and
nuptiality and reproductive rights and health, including famly planning;
undertake studies to inprove the understandi ng of the causes and consequences of
internal mgration and international migration; increase public awareness of and
i nformati on exchange on popul ati on and devel opnent issues; nmake the necessary
arrangenents for coordinating the review and apprai sal of the Prograne of
Action; and provide technical cooperation support to devel oping countries,
particularly the | east devel oped countries, and, on a tenporary basis, to
countries with economes in transition, in the light of the econom c and socia
probl enms that those countries face at present.
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For its consideration of the above-nentioned activities, the Conm ssion
wi Il have before it a report on progress achieved in the field of population
since its twenty-ninth session

(b) Proposed progranmme of work for the bienni um 1998-1999

At its fifty-first session, the General Assenbly adopted the proposed
medi umterm plan for the period 1998-2001 and reaffirmed that the plan was the
principal policy directive of the United Nations and should serve as a franmework
for the fornulation of the biennial programe budget (resolution 51/219,
sect. I). Programme 7 (Economi c and social information and policy anal ysis) of
the medi umterm plan includes a subprogramme on popul ati on (see A/51/6
(Prog. 7)), which will be nade avail able to the Conm ssion as a background
docunent .

The Conmi ssion will have before it notes by the Secretary-General on the
programe of work for 1998-1999, drawn up in accordance with the strategy
described in the subprogram®e on popul ation of the nediumterm plan for the
period 1998-2001.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on progress of work in the field of
popul ati on, 1996 (E CN.9/1997/7)

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral on the proposed programe of work in
popul ation for the biennium 1998-1999 (E CN. 9/1997/8)

Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral on the proposed progranme of work for the
bi enni um 1998-1999: popul ation (E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ CRP. 1)

Report of the Secretary-General on world denographic trends, 1997
(E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 9)

6. Provi sional agenda for the thirty-first session of the Conmi ssion

In accordance with rule 9 of the rules of procedure, the Conm ssion wll
have before it the draft provisional agenda for its thirty-first session,
together with an indication of the docunents to be submtted under each item and
the legislative authority for their preparation, in order to enable the
Conmi ssion to consider those docunents fromthe point of view of their
contribution to the work of the Commi ssion and their urgency and rel evance in
the light of the current situation

The attention of the Commission is drawn to Economic and Soci al Counci
resol utions 1979/ 41 and 1981/83 on the control and limtation of docunentation
In addition, the Commission is rem nded that the Council, in paragraph 1 (j) of
its resolution 1982/50 on the revitalization of the Council, urged all its
subsi diary bodies to exercise the utnost restraint in nmaking requests of the
Secretary-Ceneral for new reports and studies, and urged themto inplenment fully
t he deci sions of the Council and of the Assenbly on the control and limtation
of docunentati on.



E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 1
Engl i sh
Page 5

The attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to paragraph 4 of the annex
to the Council resolution 1982/50, in which the Secretary-CGeneral reconmended
that (a) the docunentation and programme of work of the subsidiary bodies of the
Counci| and the Assenbly should be streamined in order to enable the subsidiary
bodies to performeffectively the functions entrusted to them (b) the Counci
and the Assenbly should continue to review the provisional agendas of their
subsi diary bodies, together with the list of requested docunentation, in order
inter alia, to establish greater consistency in the overall request for
docunentation and its orderly consideration at the intergovernnental |evel
taking fully into account the nediumterm plan and the programe budget; and
(c) in doing so, the Council and the Assenbly should al so take into account the
need to consolidate the items and docunentati on of their subsidiary nmachinery.

Furthernore, in its resolution 1981/83, the Council instructed its
subsi diary bodies to take urgent nmeasures to streamine their agendas and
programes of work and to bring about a substantial reduction in their requests
for docunents, bearing in mnd the duration and cycles of their neetings, and to
report to the Council on nmeasures adopted, taking strictly into account the
guidelines set forth in the pertinent resolutions and deci sions of the Counci
and the Assenbly.

In its decision 1983/163, the Council requested the Secretary-CGenera
(a) to bring to the attention of intergovernnental and expert bodies, before
deci si ons were adopted, any request for docunentation that exceeded the ability
of the Secretariat to prepare and process on tine and within its approved
resources; and (b) to draw the attention of intergovernnmental bodies to areas
where duplication of docunentation was likely to occur and/or where
opportunities for integrating or consolidating docunents that dealt with rel ated
or simlar thenmes might exist, with a view to rationalizing docunentation

Docunent at i on

Draft provisional agenda for the thirty-first session of the Conm ssion on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent

7. Adoption of the report of the Commi ssion on its thirtieth session

In accordance with rule 37 of the rules of procedure, the Comm ssion shal
submit to the Econom ¢ and Social Council a report on the work of each session



