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Summary
The present report provides an overview of global trends and patterns in illicit drug

production and trafficking and of the action taken by the subsidiary bodies of the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs in 2000.

The global supply of heroin declined in 2000, mainly because of the decline in
opium production in Afghanistan. The country was also responsible for the production
peak in 1999, though statistics for that year indicated that the overproduction was not
passed on to western Europe, the main consumer region, where prices and seizures of
heroin were stable in many countries. Enormous seizure increases were, however, noted
in countries surrounding Afghanistan. In east and south-east Asia, China has emerged as
an important conduit for opiate trafficking.

It is estimated that cocaine production continues at more or less stable levels, with
Bolivia and Peru indicating further decreases (though the decreases are assumed to be
rather minimal in Peru in 2000), while estimates for Colombia reflect further increases.
In 1999, seizures of cocaine were rising in both major consumer regions, the United
States of America and western Europe.

Production and trafficking of amphetamine-type stimulants, mainly meth-
amphetamine, are rising rapidly in east and south-east Asia. In North America, the
trafficking of methamphetamine is continuing but the main concern is currently related to
Ecstasy-type substances, imported in large quantities from western Europe. Trafficking in
amphetamine-type stimulants within western Europe seems to have stabilized.

    * E/CN.7/2001/1.
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I. Introduction

1. The present report provides an overview of the
latest trends in illicit drug production and trafficking at
the global and regional levels, and summarizes
information received from Governments in the annual
reports questionnaires. The statistics and analyses are
presented by drug type and include information on the
latest trends in illicit cultivation, production and
trafficking in opiates and coca; global opiate and coca
interception rates and availability of potential heroin
and cocaine to the world markets; a brief overview of
the latest cannabis trafficking trends; and a summary of
illicit manufacturing and trafficking trends of
amphetamine-type stimulants (mainly amphetamine,
methamphetamine and Ecstasy-type substances).

2. The primary source of information used for the
statistics and analyses presented in this document is the
annual reports questionnaire, part III (illicit traffic),
submitted by Governments to the United Nations
International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP).
Particular focus is given to annual reports
questionnaires for 1999, as received by 7 December
2000. A total of 108 questionnaires were received by
that date. A similar number was received in previous
years, however, the number is slightly lower than last
year. For the analysis of trends, annual reports
questionnaires for previous years were used as the
main source of data.

3. In addition, some information included in the
present report has been drawn from reports on
individual significant seizure cases, which have been
furnished by some Governments to UNDCP. Finally,
other governmental reports received by UNDCP or
submitted to the Subcommission on Illicit Drug Traffic
and Related Matters in the Near and Middle East or
Meetings of the Heads of National Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies (HONLEAs) have been used as
a source of information.

4. In the absence of annual reports questionnaires or
in cases where insufficient information was received,
the following sources were used to supplement data
gaps: the International Criminal Police Organization
(ICPO-Interpol), the Customs Cooperation Council
(known as the World Customs Organization), the
International Narcotics Control Board and the Inter-
American Drug Abuse Control Commission.

5. Despite increased information received from
Governments, it remains difficult to provide detailed
analyses, owing to the inherent difficulties in a number
of indicators used to measure drug production and
trafficking. With regard to cultivation and production
of plant-based drugs, data are mostly based on
estimates, as no exact information is available.

6. As for trafficking trends, seizures of drugs are
used as the most important indicator. Seizures are,
however, indirect rather than direct indicators and
measure not only trafficking trends, but also the level
and effectiveness of law enforcement capacities in each
country. Nevertheless, the congruence of trends in
production and seizures in the cases of both opiates and
coca (for example, see figure 8) supports their
statistical worth.

7. Finally, statistics on detection of clandestine
laboratories, which are used to measure manufacturing
activities, also have limitations. Statistics on the
number and type of laboratories detected per country
provide information on the location of manufacturing
activities and types of drugs produced, but do not
provide any indication regarding the volume of drug
production, as the capacity often remains unknown.
Nevertheless, drug seizures made in the context of
detection of clandestine laboratories represent a useful
tool for the early identification of trends with regard to
the exact type of drugs produced, the precursors used
and the synthesis methods applied. (By comparison,
drug seizures at the street level, for example, often do
not provide exact information concerning the type of
drug seized. This is particularly common in the case of
synthetic drugs; for example, in the differentiation
between different amphetamine-type stimulants.)

II. Summary of worldwide trends in
illicit traffic

Opiates

8. Global production of opium has declined from
more than 5,700 tons in 1999 to an estimated
4,700 tons in 2000. This trend is due mainly to a
decrease in production in Afghanistan, which now
accounts for about 69 per cent of the global production,
as compared with 79 per cent in 1999. Opium
production in Myanmar accounted for 23 per cent of
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the global production level in 2000. Other countries in
Asia together continue to account for less than 5 per
cent and Latin America for about 3 per cent.

9. In 1999, the potential heroin production was more
than 570 tons and the total amount of opiates seized
amounted to almost 85 tons (in heroin equivalent), an
interception rate of 15 per cent. Thus, the potential
availability of heroin to the world market in 1999 was
estimated at almost 500 tons. By comparison, the
potential heroin availability in 1998 was about 360
tons. Less than 400 tons of potential heroin are
assumed to have also been available in 2000 (taking an
average opiate seizure level).

10. Heroin and opium seizures increased at the global
level in 1999, along with the rise in opium production
during that year. Seizures of opium amounted to
240 tons in 1999, the second highest level ever
recorded and a 36 per cent increase over 1998. More
than 80 per cent of the global opium seizure volume
continues to be recorded in the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the remainder being seized in other countries
within the producer regions. Global heroin seizures
reached an unprecedented level of over 35 tons in
1999. Seizures have been steadily rising over the last
two decades, mirroring the increasing trend in opium
production over that period. South-west Asia and
western Europe continue to record the bulk of heroin
interceptions, both subregions accounting for about
30 per cent of the global seizure volume in 1999. The
east and south-east Asian subregion accounted for
about 20 per cent and central Asia, eastern Europe,
south Asia and North America for less than 5 per cent
each.

11. The increase in heroin seizures occurred mainly
in south-west Asia, in particular in the Islamic
Republic of Iran and other countries surrounding
Afghanistan. Heroin seizures as well as prices were,
however, relatively stable in western Europe in 1999,
an indication that the 1999 opium production peak in
Afghanistan was not passed on to its major consumer
region during that year.

12. In addition to south-west Asia, opiate seizures
also increased in central Asia and the Russian
Federation. Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan reported
relatively large opium seizures in 1999 and Tajikistan
recorded a large increase in heroin interceptions in
1999 and 2000, with seizure levels now being above

those of many western European countries and the
United States of America.

13. Seizures statistics indicate that opiates produced
in Afghanistan and destined for Europe are
increasingly trafficked along the western and northern
routes, crossing the Islamic Republic of Iran and
central Asian republics. Turkey continues to be used as
a transit country and for conversion of morphine into
heroin hydrochloride, but increased quantities of heroin
(of possibly lower quality) are now directed
northwards of Afghanistan, partly via the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Increases have been less significant
along the southern route via Pakistan, which continues
to be used as a trans-shipment point for heroin
trafficking to Europe and North America, often via
countries in Africa or the Near and Middle East.

14. Heroin seizures decreased in south-east Asia in
1999, presumably owing to a decline in opium
production in the region during that year (mainly in
Myanmar). China emerged as an important conduit for
heroin trafficking, with heroin seizures accounting for
80 per cent of the total volume seized in east and
south-east Asia in recent years. In 1999, along with the
decline in opium production in the region, heroin
seizures in China reflected a decline from the very high
1998 peak.

15. Heroin seizures in the United States declined
slightly for the first time in many years.

Coca

16. Global illicit coca production appears to have
been more or less stable in 2000 compared to previous
years, with an estimated 800 tons of potential cocaine
produced. Throughout the 1990s, potential annual
cocaine manufacture is assessed to have fluctuated
between roughly 800 and 900 tons globally. The
stabilization is a result of decreasing trends in Peru and
Bolivia in recent years, which have been offset by
increases in Colombia. Estimates indicate that in 2000
75 per cent of the cocaine available worldwide
originated from Colombia, while Peru accounted for
21 per cent and Bolivia 4 per cent.

17. In 2000, Peru noted a slight decrease in the total
area under coca cultivation, which covered an
estimated 37,200 hectares, down from the level of
approximately 38,700 hectares in 1999. This represents
a 70 per cent decrease in comparison with the early
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1990s. Illicit coca cultivation in Bolivia has also
declined over recent years and is assumed to have
decreased by another 50 per cent in 2000, now
covering an estimated area of 5,000 hectares. Colombia
reported an increase from a total of 45,000 hectares in
1995 to over 100,000 hectares in 1999.

18. With an estimated total of roughly 800 tons of
potential cocaine produced in 1999 and a total of about
360 tons of cocaine seized worldwide during that year,
the potential availability of the drug for global
consumer markets would be estimated at 440 tons. The
estimated interception rate of 45 per cent may be
unrealistically high, however, as some estimates put
global cocaine consumption at 500 or even above
600 tons, indicating that the level of global coca
production may be higher than currently estimated.

19. Global seizures of cocaine increased significantly
in 1998, after a more or less stable period during
previous years. In 1999, seizures declined slightly from
the 1998 peak but remained above the level of previous
years. Interceptions in the Americas account for about
90 per cent of the cocaine seizures worldwide, the
remainder being seized in western Europe.

20. The United States continues to record the largest
cocaine seizure volume. Interceptions, which had
appeared to level off in the early 1990s to between 120
and 130 tons, have shown a slightly increasing trend in
recent years, reaching more than 132 tons in 1999.

21. The large cocaine seizure volume at the global
level in 1998 and, to a lesser extent, in 1999 was also
related to Colombia, where interceptions rose from an
average level of 50 tons between 1990 and 1997 to
over 100 tons in 1998 and 64 tons in 1999. In 1999, the
country also reported a large seizure of liquid cocaine.
Colombia and the United States together account for
more than 50 per cent of the global seizure volume.

22. Cocaine seizures in all other countries are at a
much lower level. Trends in Bolivia continue to reflect
a decrease, while those in Peru have risen again over
the last three years. This may confirm recent
information received with respect to reactivation of
some abandoned cultivation areas in Peru. Significant
increases in cocaine seizure were noted in Ecuador and
Venezuela in 1999, both of which border Colombia.
Cocaine interceptions decreased in Central America, as
well as the Caribbean, in 1999, while seizures in

western Europe increased, reaching 42 tons in 1999,
the highest level ever recorded.

Cannabis

23. Global cannabis herb seizures increased signifi-
cantly in 1999, reaching almost 4,000 tons, an increase
of 35 per cent over 1998 and 46 per cent over the
average level recorded during the 1990s. Increases
were mainly related to the traditional producer and
consumer areas in the Americas, which account for
80 per cent of the global seizure volume. Both Mexico
and the United States, which regularly account for the
highest seizure volumes, reached seizure records in
1999. Changes in cannabis herb seizures in other
regions were less significant, with Africa accounting
for more than 10 per cent of cannabis herb seized
worldwide and Europe and Asia for about 5 per cent
each.

24. Seizure statistics of cannabis resin in 1999
reflected no major changes in relation to recent years,
globally or at the country level. Global seizures
amounted to almost 900 tons. The drug continues to
originate mainly in Morocco and countries in south-
west Asia, particularly Pakistan. The main consumer
market remains western Europe, which accounts for
about 77 per cent of the global seizure volume. South-
west Asia accounts for less than 15 per cent and north
Africa for 7 per cent.

Amphetamine-type stimulants

25. The manufacture, trafficking and abuse of
methamphetamine continues to be of great concern in
North America. Statistics on laboratory detections as
well as seizures have indicated rapidly rising trends
since the mid-1990s. While all supply indicators
continued to reflect rising trends in 1999, statistics on
consumption of methamphetamine in the United States
showed a levelling off recently.

26. The main concern with regard to amphetamine-
type stimulants in North America is currently related to
the trafficking and abuse of Ecstasy-type substances,
which are imported in large quantities from western
Europe.

27. Western Europe remains the primary source of
amphetamine and Ecstasy-type substances. Amphe-
tamine is manufactured, trafficked and consumed
within the region, though eastern Europe has emerged



8

E/CN.7/2001/5

as an additional manufacturing zone in recent years.
However, stimulant seizure statistics in Europe, for the
first time, reflected a decrease in 1999. The production
of Ecstasy-type substances remains more or less
concentrated in western Europe. From there, it is
trafficked worldwide, in particular to North America.
Ecstasy remains more exposed to international
trafficking than other amphetamine-type stimulants.

28. The second region where methamphetamine is
produced, trafficked and consumed in large quantities
remains east and south-east Asia, and the drug is
rapidly becoming available throughout the region.
Many countries reported increases in laboratory
detections and seizure statistics in 1999. An enormous
seizure volume of methamphetamine was reported by
China, though no further information is available. The
total of 16 tons recorded in China in 1999 is higher
than the global seizure volume of stimulants (including
amphetamine, methamphetamine and other stimulants)
in previous years and would account for 50 per cent of
the global seizure volume in 1999.

29. Western Europe and east and south-east Asia
have each accounted for approximately 40 per cent of
the global stimulant seizure volume in recent years,
and North America for almost 20 per cent. This
breakdown differed, however, in 1999, owing to the
large seizure volume in China.

III. Illicit opium production in 2000
and potential availability of heroin
to the world market

30. The information on cultivation and production of
plant-based drugs given in the present document is
based on estimates. Data presented for 2000 are
preliminary. The purpose of presenting such estimates,
which include a certain margin of error, is to provide
an indication of current trends in drug production and
availability of drugs to consumer markets.

31. Illicit world production of opium has declined
from the 1999 peak of more than 5,700 tons to an
estimated 4,700 tons in 2000 (see figure 3). This trend
is due mainly to a decrease in production in
Afghanistan, which now accounts for about 69 per cent
of global production, as compared to its 79 per cent
share in 1999. Opium produced in Myanmar accounted
for 23 per cent of global production in 2000. Other

countries in Asia together continue to account for less
than 5 per cent and Latin America for about 3 per cent
(see figures 1 and 2).

32. The area under poppy cultivation in Afghanistan
declined slightly in 2000, but another important factor
in the decrease in opium production was the drought
during that year. The results from the UNDCP survey
in Afghanistan1 reflected a 10 per cent reduction in the
area under cultivation, which declined from
90,583 hectares in 1999 to 82,171 hectares in 2000.
Opium production decreased from 4,565 tons to
3,276 tons, a 28 per cent reduction (see figure 6).

33. The average farm-gate price for fresh opium in
Afghanistan appears to have fallen in 2000,
presumably as a result of the overproduction in the
previous year. The value of opium at farm-gate prices
in Afghanistan for the entire production in 2000 was
estimated at about US$ 90 million, while the value for
1999 was calculated at roughly $180 million.2

34. Opium production in south-east Asia has declined
in recent years, but may have increased again slightly
in 2000 (see figure 5), a trend mainly relating to
Myanmar. Estimates on the cultivation of opium poppy
in Myanmar reflect a 20 per cent increase in 2000,
following a decreasing trend during the previous
two years. Myanmar accounts for less than one quarter
of the global opium production in 2000, its share in
1999 being 15 per cent.

35. Illicit opium production in other producer
countries in Asia remains limited. Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Pakistan, Thailand and Viet Nam
together continue to account for less than 5 per cent of
global production, and trends indicate further
reductions. The recent survey on poppy cultivation in
Lao People’s Democratic Republic indicated a
reduction of the cultivation area from 26,800 hectares
in 1998 to 19,000 hectares in 2000. However,
production increased slightly because yields, which
were particularly low in 1998 because of droughts,
have returned to normal levels.3 Opium poppy
cultivation in Thailand declined during the 1990s,
ranging between 170 and 770 hectares. For 2000,
cultivation of a total of 330 hectares was reported.4 In
Pakistan, the 1999 opium poppy survey reflected a
significant decrease. The area under poppy cultivation
declined from an average of 900 hectares between 1996
and 1998 to 280 hectares in 1999.5 Though data for
2000 are not yet available from Pakistan, current trends
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indicate further declines. Latest data are also lacking
from Viet Nam, but cultivation there has been reduced
to a minimum in recent years. Finally, the worrying
prediction of recent years in respect of the possible
spread of poppy cultivation to central Asia has not
materialized, as revealed in a survey carried out in
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan in 1999.6 The
region is, however, extensively used as a trafficking
zone for opiates (see sect. IV below).

36. In Latin America, opium production continues to
take place in Colombia and Mexico. In the annual
reports questionnaire for 1999, Colombia reported a
total of 6,500 hectares under poppy cultivation. No
exact data are available from Mexico. Unlike in many
producer countries in Asia, some of which have a large
opium consumer population, almost all opium
produced in Latin America is converted into heroin and
destined for export. Colombia reported heroin as the
resulting product of the entire poppy cultivation, of
which 99 per cent is destined for export. Finally, Peru
reported the cultivation of opium poppy in the annual
reports questionnaire for 1999. Though cultivation
remains limited, it seems to be on the rise.

37. If all of the opium produced in 2000
(approximately 4,700 tons) were converted into heroin,
the potential heroin production would be about
470 tons. (Although the conversion rate for processing
opium into heroin is generally accepted at 1:10, the
actual rate is subject to verification and may vary from
country to country.)

38. In 1999, the potential heroin production was
estimated at about 570 to 580 tons. The total amount of
opiates seized in 1999 amounted to 85 tons (in heroin
equivalent), an interception rate of 15 per cent. Thus,
the potential availability of heroin to the world market
in 1999 amounted to almost 500 tons (a figure derived
from the deduction of the global opiate seizure volume
from the potential heroin production) (see figure 4). By
comparison, the potential heroin availability in 1998
was calculated at 360 tons, with an interception rate of
17 per cent. The heroin availability for 2000 would
again be at less than 400 tons (assuming an average
opiate seizure level).

IV. Trends in opiate trafficking

39. Statistics on opiate seizures indicated a rising
trend for 1999. In 1999, both opium and heroin seizure
volumes reached the highest level ever recorded world-
wide (see figure 7). Global opiate seizures (opium,
morphine and heroin combined) rose consistently
during the last two decades, increasing from a total of
9 tons (in heroin equivalent) in 1980 to almost 85 tons
in 1999. The most significant increases took place
during the 1980s and early 1990s, while in recent years
statistics indicated a stabilization trend. In 1999,
however, opiate seizures increased again by 13 per cent
compared with 1998 and 24 per cent compared with the
average seizure level of recent years.

40. The long-term trend in opiate seizures, as
described in the previous paragraph, is consistent with
the development in opium production. The rising
opium production during the 1980s and early 1990s
was followed by stabilization since the mid-1990s and
a renewed increase in 1999. This congruence in respect
of global production and seizure trends (see figure 8)
confirms the usefulness of seizure statistics for
measuring drug trafficking trends. Thus, the latest
increase in opiate seizures in 1999 can be seen as a
result mainly of the increase in opium production in
Afghanistan during that year. Nevertheless, in
analysing seizure statistics, it must always be kept in
mind that seizures are an indirect rather than a direct
indicator, measuring not only trafficking trends but
also the level and effectiveness of law enforcement
capacity in each country.

Opium

41. Opium continues to be trafficked principally
within the producer countries and to neighbouring
States for consumption purposes, as well as for
conversion into heroin. Trafficking of opium outside
Asia remains limited.

42. Global seizures of opium (raw and prepared)
amounted to 240 tons in 1999, the second highest level
ever recorded and an increase of 36 per cent over the
level for 1998 (see figure 9). The volume of opium
seized worldwide has risen steadily over the last
two decades, with annual seizure levels being at
roughly 50 tons in the early 1980s. The Islamic
Republic of Iran regularly recorded about two thirds
of the  opium  intercepted worldwide.   In recent years,
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Illicit opium production
Figure 1
Global opium production in 2000
(Total: approximately 4,700 tons)

Figure 3
Global trends in cultivation of opium poppy and
production of opium, 1988-2000

Figure 5
Production of opium in south-east Asia, 1988-2000

Figure 2
Global opium production in 1999
(Total: approximately 5,770 tons)

Figure 4
Potential availability of heroin and global seizure volume
of opiates, 1988-2000

Figure 6
Cultivation of opium poppy and production of opium in
Afghanistan, 1988-2000
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opium seizures by the Islamic Republic of Iran
accounted for more than 80 per cent of the global total.
The large increase in the volume of global seizures in
1999 is again mainly attributable to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, which reported a total of more than
200 tons of opium seized during that year.

43. Other countries that continued to report
significant opium seizures in 1999 (see figure 10)
include China, India, Myanmar, Pakistan, the Russian
Federation and those central Asian republics which
border Afghanistan. Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan also
reported relatively large opium seizures in 1999,
amounting to 3.2 and 4.6 tons, respectively, while
seizure increases in Tajikistan related mainly to heroin.
The reported increase in central Asia and the Russian
Federation is likely to be attributable to the increased
trafficking and abuse of opiates in the region, but may
also be due in part to enhanced law enforcement efforts
implemented in some countries in recent years.
Pakistan also reported a relatively large increase in
opium seizures in 1999, which totalled 16 tons.

44. Opium seizures of quantities between 100 and
1,000 kg were recorded in 1999 in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Mexico, Thailand, Turkey and Viet Nam. Mexico
reported a total of 800 kg, which represents a relatively
large increase in comparison with the average level of
about 200 kg seized in recent years.

45. Countries with significant opium seizures, as
listed in the previous paragraphs, indicate places of
opium production, opium consumption and/or heroin
manufacture. The Islamic Republic of Iran is
considered to have one of the highest opium addiction
rates worldwide, with an estimated 1.2 million drug
addicts or about 2 per cent of the population
consuming opiates as well as cannabis products.7
Opium consumption is also widespread, for example,
in Lao People’s Democratic Republic, where the
national opium addiction rate was estimated at 2.1 per
cent of the population aged 15 and above. An estimated
57 per cent of the opium produced within Lao People’s
Democratic Republic is reportedly consumed locally.8

46. Many countries in Asia have recognized a shift
from opium smoking to the use of heroin, either
smoked or, increasingly, injected. Nevertheless, opium
consumption remains high. In China, opium
consumption continues to be widespread, but the use of
heroin is also rising. The country recently reported

680,000 officially registered drug addicts.9 Estimates
for Viet Nam indicated as many as 200,000 opiate drug
users, of whom 50,000 are believed to inject heroin.10

Statistics from Myanmar show over 86,000 drug
addicts, most of which allegedly consume opiates in
their various forms. The majority of opiate addicts in
Pakistan are believed to consume heroin. In this
context, it must be noted, however, that figures on
officially registered addicts might not be realistic, as
actual consumption rates tend to be much higher.

Heroin

47. Trafficking of heroin continues to be widespread,
affecting more and more countries worldwide. As with
opium, global seizures of heroin reached the
unprecedented level of over 35 tons in 1999 (see
figure 11). The volume of heroin seizure has been
rising steadily over the last two decades, mirroring the
increasing trend in opium production. South-west Asia
and western Europe continue to record the bulk of
heroin interceptions, both subregions accounting for
about 30 per cent of the global seizure volume in 1999.
The east and south-east Asian subregion accounted for
about 20 per cent, and central Asia, eastern Europe,
south Asia and North America for less than 5 per cent
each.

48. The increase in global heroin seizures in 1999
was due to only one subregion, namely south-west
Asia, while all other regions worldwide reflected a
stable or even slightly declining trend during that year.
It seems that heroin trafficking (as reflected in seizure
statistics) increased mainly in the area surrounding
Afghanistan, which was also responsible for the large
increase in opium production during that year. In this
context, it is interesting to note that both the total
seizure volume in the countries surrounding
Afghanistan and opium production in Afghanistan rose
by a similar factor (70 per cent) in 1999, while the total
seizure volume in other regions, such as Europe for
example, reflected only small changes (see figure 12).
This might suggest that the massive amount of opium
produced in Afghanistan in 1999 has not thus far been
passed on to the same extent to global markets outside
the region. Stable heroin prices in western Europe
during 1999 further support this analysis.
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Opiate seizures: global trends
Figure 7
Global opiate seizures, 1986-1999
(In heroin equivalent)

Figure 9
Global opium seizures, 1986-1999

Figure 11
Global heroin seizures, 1986-1999

Figure 8
Opiate seizures (in heroin equivalent) and opium
production: correlation of trends, 1986-1999

Figure 10
Opium seizures in 1999: global ranking of countries
(In tons)

Figure 12
Trends in heroin seizures in west Asia and Europe compared
to opium production in Afghanistan in 1999
(Percentage increase/decrease over 1998)
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49. Several assumptions are possible with regard to
the destination of the excess of opiates produced in
Afghanistan during 1999. Enormous seizure increases
in some countries in the region (i.e. the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Pakistan and Tajikistan (see
figure 14)) indicate that law enforcement measures
have successfully prevented part of the trafficking
outside the region. There may also have been an
increased flow of opiates into new or expanding
consumer markets such as the Russian Federation,
which recorded a large seizure increase for heroin as
well as opium. Though no information is currently
available, heroin may also be stockpiled within the
region.

50. Seizures recorded in south-west Asia rose from
6.6 tons in 1998 to 11.3 tons in 1999. Both Pakistan
and the Islamic Republic of Iran reported increases in
heroin seizures during that year. However, while heroin
interceptions in the Islamic Republic of Iran reached a
record level in 1999 (rising from 2.9 tons to 6 tons, an
increase of 108 per cent), those in Pakistan increased to
a lesser extent (from 3.4 to 5 tons, or 48 per cent) and
remained below the seizure level recorded in the past
(6 tons on average) (see figure 14). Additionally, the
Islamic Republic of Iran reported a total of 22 tons of
morphine interceptions in 1999, which is similar to the
level recorded in 1998.

51. The different trends reflected in seizure statistics
of countries in south-west Asia suggest that some
changes have occurred in the use of trafficking routes,
as well as the location of heroin manufacturing sites in
the region. As for manufacture, though the quality of
heroin available throughout south-west Asia remains
unclear, opiates seem to be increasingly trafficked out
of Afghanistan directly in the form of heroin.11 In the
past, the Islamic Republic of Iran was primarily
affected by trafficking of opium and morphine, the
latter mainly transiting the country destined for
clandestine heroin laboratories in Turkey. Heroin
entered the country to a lesser extent and principally
via its border with Pakistan, where heroin processing
took place in the past. The increased trafficking of
heroin through the Islamic Republic of Iran in recent
years suggests that in addition to morphine processing
capacities, laboratory facilities for manufacture of
heroin must exist in the region. Such manufacturing
sites may not only be located along the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border area, but presumably also in the
south-west of Afghanistan, bordering the province of

Khorasan in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Statistics on
significant seizure cases reported by the Islamic
Republic of Iran for 1999 confirm that the bulk of
heroin was seized in Khorasan, which borders
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan.

52. With regard to changes in trafficking routes in
south-west Asia, the following trends (as indicated in
reports of last year) seem to be confirmed by the latest
seizure statistics. The southern route via Pakistan and
India appears to have become less significant than in
the past. Though seizures in both countries increased in
1999, they remain below the level intercepted before
1998, despite the rise in opium production in the
region. At the same time, trafficking along the western
route via the Islamic Republic of Iran appears to
have increased to a greater extent (see para. 51 and
figure 14). This route is also becoming increasingly
connected to the northern routes across central Asian
republics. Though seizures in those States continue to
be relatively low, some available data reflect enhanced
trafficking activities in the subregion. Latest data from
Tajikistan indicate a very large increase in heroin
seizures for 2000 (preliminary data referred to 1.5 tons,
which is higher than, for example, the annual seizure
volume in the United States and most European
countries).

53. It seems that large amounts of opiates trafficked
northwards and transiting central Asia flow into the
Russian Federation. Heroin interceptions have gone up
in recent years, reaching almost 700 kg in 1999.
Consumption of opiates is reportedly on the rise in the
Russian Federation, but the country is also used as a
transit point. Reports received from Finland, for
example, indicated that heroin is mainly smuggled into
the country from the Russian Federation and is almost
exclusively trafficked in the form of heroin
hydrochloride of high quality.12

54. Other countries in eastern Europe have also
reported that heroin from south-west Asia is
increasingly transiting central Asia. The Czech
Republic reported increased use of trafficking routes
through central Asia for transporting heroin into
Europe.13 Countries in eastern Europe that reported
relatively high heroin seizures in 1999 include Bulgaria
(265 kg), the Czech Republic (108 kg) and Hungary
(172 kg).
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55. Turkey has recorded a relatively stable heroin
seizure level of between 3.4 and 4.4 tons since 1995.
Seizures in 1999 were at 3.6 tons, a 22 per cent
decrease in comparison with 1998 (see figure 14). This
suggests that Turkey was less affected by the latest
increase in the use of the western and northern routes
through the Islamic Republic of Iran and central Asian
republics. Morphine seizures, however, slightly
increased during that year, indicating that the
traditional trafficking of morphine from south-west
Asia into Turkey for conversion purposes is
continuing.

56. Western Europe remains the main destination of
heroin originating from south-west Asia. As mentioned
above, it seems that the 1999 production increase in
Afghanistan was not passed on to European consumer
markets during that year, with prices as well as seizures
of heroin in Europe reflecting more or less stable or
even declining trends. The total volume seized in the
region in 1999 amounted to 10.8 tons, which is slightly
below the level of 1998 and accounts for 30 per cent of
the global total (see figure 15). Seizure statistics from a
number of countries reflect more or less stable trends
in recent years. The Netherlands, which appeared to be
the main entry point for heroin trafficking in 1998
(with seizure peaks above 2 tons), recorded lower
quantities in 1999 (770 kg), which were, however,
above the level of previous years. The main transit and
destination countries for heroin trafficking in western
Europe in 1999 were the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, which intercepted over 2
tons of heroin, Italy (1.3 tons), Spain (1.2 tons) and
Turkey, whose lower seizure total for 1999 was
responsible for the regional decrease, though it
remained the highest compared to other European
countries (see figure 16).

57. Some significant seizure cases in Pakistan further
indicated North America as the final destination of
heroin trafficking. The significant seizure reports from
Pakistan also confirmed that heroin trafficked out of
the country is often routed through Africa or countries
in the Near and Middle East. Though seizures remain
relatively low, Africa continues to be used heavily as a
transit point for drug trafficking. One of the most
frequently used transportation methods along the
southern route via Pakistan is part by air and part by
sea, while the western and northern routes largely use
road transport.

58. In east and south-east Asia, heroin seizure totals
decreased in 1999, presumably owing to a decline in
opium production in the region during that year, mainly
related to Myanmar (see figure 17). China appears to
have emerged as an important conduit for heroin
trafficked outside the region. The country accounts for
the highest heroin seizure volume in the region and
recorded a total of 5.3 tons in 1999, which is a decrease
in relation to the 1998 peak, but higher than in previous
years (the 1999 decrease is assumed to be related to the
decline in opium production in Myanmar during that
year). In 1998 and 1999, China accounted for 80 per
cent of the total volume of heroin seizure in east and
south-east Asia. During the first part of the 1990s,
however, the country’s subregional share in heroin
interceptions was less than 60 per cent. This
development confirms trends of recent years indicating
increased heroin traffic into China as a result of the
displacement of heroin laboratories away from the
Myanmar-Thailand border area.

59. Within China, traffickers appear to have identi-
fied new routes for further export. In addition to the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR)
(China), other exit points for heroin trafficking outside
China have emerged. Some seaports in south-east
China are believed to have become departure points for
heroin exports to Australia and North America, often
via further transit countries. In this context, in a recent
study on overland heroin trafficking routes and the
spread of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in
south-east Asia, a new trafficking route was identified
within China. In addition to the main flow of drugs
eastwards, heroin may also be trafficked westwards
into central Asia (i.e. Kazakhstan). This route has the
potential to target European consumer markets, in
particular for high-purity white heroin.14

60. Despite increased trafficking through China,
other countries in the region, including Thailand,
Malaysia and Singapore remain important transit
countries for heroin trafficking, by air and sea, to
Australia, Europe and the United States. Seizures in
Malaysia and Singapore have been more or less stable
in recent years, while those in Thailand decreased from
an average of 1,500 kg during the early 1990s to less
than 500 kg in recent years. Decreasing seizure
statistics from Thailand may be the result of some
recent shifts in the use of trafficking routes, as well as
a decrease in opium production within the country and
in the region as a whole in recent years.
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61. As mentioned above, large quantities of opiates
produced in south-east Asia are consumed within the
region. Primary destinations outside the region
continue to be the United States, Australia and Europe.
However, from the information available, it remains
difficult to provide a percentage breakdown of
distribution and export patterns. Nevertheless, some
national reports received provide an indication of the
level of heroin consumption and origin of the drug
available on domestic markets.

62. The United States recently estimated that about
3 tons of heroin—or about 15 per cent of the total
domestic consumption—originates in south-east Asia
(at least 80 per cent originates from Colombia and
Mexico and less than 5 per cent from south-west Asia,
with total domestic consumption being estimated at
roughly 18 tons). According to the United States, by
the mid-1990s heroin from south-east Asia had lost its
previous market dominance to Colombian heroin,
which began to offer an equal or even higher purity
level. (Both regions are known for supplying consumer
markets with high-quality white heroin, as compared to
black tar heroin from Mexico.) Since 1997, however,
statistical analyses of seizure patterns suggest a
resurgence in heroin from south-east Asia entering the
United States.15

63. The fact that only 3 tons of heroin are estimated
to be trafficked from south-east Asia to the United
States leads to the question as to the final destination
of heroin produced in south-east Asia. The consump-
tion of a total of roughly 3 tons of south-east Asian
heroin in the United States would account for only
2 per cent of the estimated production level in the area
known as the Golden Triangle, which produces roughly
100 to 180 tons of potential heroin per year. Although
the level of opiate consumption within the region is
high, the question remains as to the final destinations
of heroin trafficked outside the region. Despite increas-
ing heroin consumption in Australia, the market there
continues to be relatively small.16 Canada reported that
Afghanistan, Myanmar and Thailand are principal
sources of heroin, but the market remains secondary.17

Europe remains the main heroin consumer area, but is
primarily supplied by south-west Asian heroin.

64. Seizures of heroin in the Americas indicate rising
trends over the last two decades. Seizures in 1999
amounted to 2.3 tons, a 10 per cent increase over 1998.
The United States accounts for the bulk of heroin

interceptions in the region, though seizures for the first
time in years seemed to have decreased slightly.
Increases were, however, noted in Colombia and
Mexico, where seizures amounted to 514 and 260 kg,
respectively (see figure 18).

65. In Australia, researchers have noted a growing
acceptance of and rise in the abuse of heroin.
According to the Government of Australia, the drug is
readily available at street level throughout the country.
In response to the wide availability of heroin in the
country, wholesale and retail prices have tended to
decline in recent years. Further, the number of deaths
caused by heroin-related overdoses in Australia
continues to rise and has become of serious concern.18

The rising availability of heroin in Australia is also
reflected in the country’s seizure statistics. Heroin
seizures have been rising in recent years and increased
by 130 per cent in 1999, reaching 690 kg.

V. Illicit production of coca leaf in
2000 and potential availability of
cocaine to the world market

66. The information below on illicit coca production
is based on estimates and includes a certain margin of
error. Because of the current absence of reliable
surveys, the data presented summarize the information
available from various sources. The aim is to provide a
realistic overview of the potential availability of
cocaine to the global market.

67. Global illicit coca bush cultivation and
production of coca leaf appear to have been more or
less stable in 2000 compared to previous years, with an
estimated 800 tons of potential cocaine produced.
Throughout the 1990s, potential annual cocaine
conversion at the global level is assessed to have
fluctuated between roughly 800 and 900 tons,
following a steadily rising trend during the previous
decades (see figure 19). The stabilization in coca
production is a result of decreasing trends in Peru and
Bolivia in recent years, which have been offset by
increases in Colombia (see figure 20).

68. According to information provided in the annual
reports questionnaires, coca production in Colombia
has risen steadily in recent years. The cultivation area
increased  from  a total  of  45,000 hectares  in 1995 to
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Heroin seizures: regional trends
Figure 13
Heroin seizures, 1999: global ranking of countries
(In tons)

Figure 15
Heroin seizures in western Europe, 1980-1999

Figure 17
Heroin seizures in east and south-east Asia and trends by
country, 1980-1999

Figure 14
Heroin seizure trends in the highest ranking countries in
west Asia and Europe in 1999
(Percentage increase/decrease over 1998)

Figure 16
Heroin seizures in western Europe, 1999: ranking of countries
(In tons)

Figure 18
Heroin seizures in the Americas and trends by country,
1980-1999
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over 100,000 hectares in 1999. The resulting
conversion  into  potential cocaine reportedly rose from
about 350 tons to as much as 550 tons during that
period. Particularly large increases have been noted
since 1998. Though data for 2000 are not yet available,
cocaine production in Colombia could potentially reach
600 tons, if the trend of recent years continues.

69. Information received from Peru indicates a
significant decline in coca production during the 1990s.
Preliminary estimates for 2000 reflect that illicit coca
cultivation in Peru covered an area of 37,200 hectares
in 2000, which is slightly lower than the level of
38,700 hectares in 1999 and represents a 70 per cent
decrease in comparison with the early 1990s. Potential
cocaine production in Peru may be estimated at 170
tons in 2000, as compared to roughly 500 to 550 tons
during the early 1990s. In this context, it must be
noted, however, that some cultivation areas in Peru,
which were abandoned in recent years, may have been
reactivated since 1999. From the information currently
available, it cannot be assessed whether this
development will initiate a renewed increasing trend,
or if production will remain within a certain fluctuation
range. The recent reactivation of some cultivation areas
may be a result of rising farm-gate prices.

70. Illicit coca production in Bolivia has also
declined significantly over recent years. Cultivation
areas, amounting to an estimated 36,000 hectares until
1996, declined to some 10,000 hectares in 1999. In
2000, illicit cultivation of coca bush in Bolivia is
assumed to have decreased by another 50 per cent, now
covering an estimated area of 5,000 hectares. The
resulting conversion into potential cocaine could fall
from an estimated 250 tons during the mid-1990s to
less than 40 tons in 2000.

71. Farm-gate prices for coca leaf, as well as coca
base, appear to have risen in Bolivia and Peru since
1999. In Bolivia, for example, farm-gate prices rose
from an average of $1.5 per kilogram of coca leaf in
1998 to $2.7 in 1999 and $3.7 in 2000. It is assumed
that prices are rising because of shortages of cocaine
due to eradication efforts. Rising price trends carry the
danger of being seen as an incentive to farmers to
return to illicit coca cultivation, as has been observed
in Peru recently.

72. The potential annual availability of cocaine to the
world market is calculated on the basis of the total
annual production (in all three source countries) minus
the global cocaine seizure volume per year. The result
would be a “potential availability”, not taking into
account the volumes consumed as coca leaf as well as
quantities of coca products lost or destroyed during the
conversion and trafficking processes. With an
estimated total of roughly 800 tons of potential cocaine
produced in 1999 and a total of about 360 tons of
cocaine seized worldwide during that year (sect. VI
below), the potential availability of that drug for global
consumer markets would be 440 tons. This would
relate to an interception rate of 45 per cent in 1999 (see
figure 21).

73. Cocaine interception rates seem to have risen
from about 33 per cent in the past to over 40 per cent in
recent years (as a result of relatively stable or declining
production in relation to rising seizure levels). This
development could be attributed in part to strengthened
law enforcement by Governments. Yet there remains a
certain element of doubt, not only with regard to the
high interception rate, but also whether a total of 440
tons of cocaine availability actually covers worldwide
consumption. Nonetheless, cocaine demand seems to
be satisfied, given falling or stable retail prices in all
major consumer markets in recent years.

74. Though exact assessments of global cocaine
consumption are currently not available, some
estimates indicate figures that are higher than the
above-calculated availability of 440 tons. In a recent
study by the United States, for example, global
consumption figures were estimated at roughly
650 tons. According to the study, the breakdown of
consumer markets included the United States, which
consumed close to 300 tons, South America, which
consumed both coca leaf (equivalent to roughly 50 tons
of pure cocaine) and about 100 tons of pure cocaine,
Europe, with an estimated 150 tons and the remaining
smaller markets, including Australia, Canada, Mexico,
the Russian Federation, South Africa, Asia and Central
America, combined to consume something less than
50 tons.19
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Illicit coca production
Figure 19
Global illicit coca cultivation/production and potential
cocaine manufacture, 1987-2000

Figure 21
Potential cocaine availability and global seizure
volume, 1987-2000

Figure 20
Potential cocaine manufacture: trends by producer country,
1990-2000

Figure 22
Global potential cocaine production in 2000
(Total: approximately 800 tons)
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VI. Trends in cocaine trafficking

75. Global cocaine seizures amounted to almost
360 tons in 1999, which is below the massive 1998
peak but above the level of previous years (see
figure 23). Interceptions in the Americas account for
about 90 per cent of the cocaine seizures worldwide,
the remainder being seized in western Europe. The
total seizure volume in the Americas (see figure 25)
rose rapidly during the 1980s and appeared to have
levelled off in the 1990s, mirroring the global coca
production trend over that period. The rising seizure
levels in 1998 and 1999 might be a further indication
that coca production was also higher than currently
estimated.

76. The large cocaine seizure volume of 1998 was
primarily related to Colombia, where interceptions rose
from an average level of 50 tons between 1990 and
1997 to over 100 tons in 1998. In 1999, cocaine
interceptions in Colombia returned to a lower level,
amounting to 63.9 tons. However, the country reported
an additional large seizure volume of liquid cocaine
during that year. Colombia’s cocaine seizures on
average account for about 20 per cent of the regional
seizure volume (see figure 25).

77. Seizure trends in other coca producing countries
reflected minor changes in 1999, most of which are
within the fluctuation range of recent years. Cocaine
interceptions in Peru have been increasing again over
the last three years and amounted to 11.3 tons in 1999.
This seizure level is, however, below the volume
recorded in Peru during the 1980s (up to 50 tons) and
mid-1990s (about 20 tons). The latest increase in
cocaine seizures in Peru might confirm recent
information with respect to a reactivation of some
abandoned cultivation areas, following the enormous
reduction in coca production and trafficking since the
early 1990s. Interceptions in Bolivia continue to
decrease, amounting to 7.7 tons in 1999. This trend is
in line with the decrease in coca production in recent
years.

78. Significant increases in cocaine seizure were
recorded in Ecuador and Venezuela in 1999, with those
in Ecuador at a record level of over 10 tons and those
in Venezuela being the second highest volume ever
recorded (12.4 tons). Both countries border Colombia.

79. Cocaine interceptions in Brazil increased to
7.4 tons in 1999, while those in Argentina declined
significantly in 1998 and 1999, with total interceptions
in 1999 amounting to 1.7 tons. The use of Argentina as
a transit country for cocaine trafficking has declined,
possibly as the result of Bolivia’s success in coca
eradication in recent years.

80. Seizures in Central America and the Caribbean
decreased in 1999. Both subregions together accounted
for about 9 per cent of the cocaine seized in the
Americas in 1999, their share being slightly higher in
the past. Seizures remained relatively high in
Guatemala (10 tons), but decreased significantly in
Costa Rica (2 tons) and Panama (3 tons). In the
Caribbean, the highest seizure levels (between 1 and
2.5 tons) were recorded in 1999 in the Bahamas, the
Cayman Islands, Cuba, the Dominican Republic and
Jamaica.

81. Cocaine continues to be directed to two main
markets, the United States and western Europe, the
latter remaining secondary. Interceptions in the United
States fluctuated between 100 and 130 tons during the
last decade, indicating a stabilization trend. Seizures of
recent years, however, reflected a slight increase again,
resulting in a total of more than 132 tons in 1999, the
highest level ever recorded and a 13 per cent increase
over 1998. Cocaine interceptions in the United States
account for about 40 per cent of the regional and 37 per
cent of the global seizure volume (see figure 25).

82. In the United States, trafficking routes and
cocaine distribution patterns seem to have changed
over recent years. According to a recent inter-agency
intelligence assessment reported by the United
States,20 approximately 60 per cent of the cocaine
smuggled into the United States crosses its south-west
border. Over the past decade, the Colombia-based drug
groups allowed Mexico-based trafficking organizations
to play an increasing role in the United States cocaine
trade. The result of this today, according to the report,
is that traffickers operating from Colombia control
wholesale levels of cocaine distribution throughout the
heavily populated north-eastern United States and
along the eastern seaboard, while traffickers operating
from Mexico now control wholesale cocaine
distribution throughout the western and mid-western
United States. Another development of recent years
was a shift of the United States-based command and
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control centre of the organized crime groups in Mexico
from southern California to Chicago.

83. As for western Europe, following the alarming
predictions throughout the 1990s with respect to
cocaine flooding the region, 1998 seizure statistics
provided encouragement, as they indicated, for the first
time, a decline (see figure 27). The regional seizure
total for 1999, however, reflected another increase,
reaching an unprecedented level of over 42 tons, a
22 per cent increase over 1998. Yet compared to 1997,
seizures in 1999 increased by only 9 per cent. Rising
seizure trends suggest that Europe continues to be an
important target area for cocaine trafficking and
consumption.

84. Main entry points for cocaine trafficked into
western Europe remain Spain and the Netherlands (see
figure 28). Seizures in Spain went up again in 1999,
totalling 18 tons, after having fallen significantly in
1998. The Netherlands, which recorded a record level
of 11.5 tons in 1998, reported a slightly lower quantity
for 1999 (10.4 tons) though this was higher than in
previous years. Interceptions also increased in France
(3.7 tons), Germany (2 tons) and Italy (3 tons), while
those in Belgium and the United Kingdom decreased
slightly to 1.7 tons each. In this context, Germany
reported that the quantity of cocaine seized in 1999 at
the Frankfurt airport alone was larger than the total
quantity seized at all German airports in 1998.21

85. Some rising cocaine seizures in eastern Europe in
recent years indicate that the subregion might
increasingly be used as an entry point for cocaine into
Europe. In 1999, however, seizures were at the lowest
level since 1992 (360 kg). Additionally, cocaine
interceptions in Turkey, which were relatively high in
1998, decreased to a very low level in 1999 (13 kg).
Whether this one-year trend is related to a normal
fluctuation or indicates a shift away from the use of
eastern Europe as a cocaine entry point for the region
remains to be seen in future statistics.

86. Africa continues to be used as a transit area for
cocaine trafficking from Latin America to western
Europe. Statistics of drug seizures, however, remain an
unsatisfactory indicator to measure drug trafficking in
Africa.  Only  about 0.1 per cent of  the  cocaine seized
worldwide in 1999 was recorded in Africa, most of it
in  South   Africa.   South   Africa  recorded  a  total  of

347 kg of cocaine seized in 1999, which is below the
1998 peak, but higher than in previous years. Seizures
in Angola declined in 1998 and 1999, and those in
Nigeria have remained at a relatively low level since
1995. This might suggest that trafficking routes have
diverted to other entry and transit countries in the
region. With 32 kg, Senegal recorded the largest
cocaine seizure volume in west and central Africa in
1999.

87. Cocaine has made an appearance in Asia in recent
years, but trafficking remains limited. Seizures for
1999 were rather low in Lebanon and Israel, the only
countries recording significant quantities in recent
years. Both countries and the Syrian Arab Republic
each recorded about 30 kg in 1999. Japan reported
cocaine seizures on a regular basis throughout the last
decade, but the quantities seized remained insignificant
and have reflected a decrease in recent years (10 kg in
1999).

88. Cocaine seizures are slightly higher in Australia,
amounting to more than 100 kg in 1999. Though the
drug seems to be readily available in some major cities,
cocaine use in the rest of the country does not appear to
be significant.22

VII. Trends in cannabis trafficking

89. Cannabis remains the most widespread plant-
based drug, and cultivation and trafficking occur in
most countries worldwide. Data and statistics on illicit
cultivation and wild growth of cannabis continue to be
scarce. The principal source and consumer regions for
both cannabis resin and herb, as identified in the past,
remain unchanged.

Cannabis herb

90. Cannabis herb continues to be grown and
trafficked primarily in Africa, the Americas and
central, south and south-east Asia. In addition, indoor
cultivation of cannabis continues to be of great concern
in Europe and North America.

91. Annual seizures of cannabis herb, which
fluctuated widely at the global level during the 1980s,
appeared more stable during the 1990s, with lower
level  seizures  between approximately  2,000  and  just
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Cocaine seizures: global and regional trends
Figure 23
Cocaine seizures: global trends, 1986-1999

Figure 25
Cocaine seizures in the Americas and trends in the
highest ranking countries, 1986-1999

Figure 27
Cocaine seizures in Europe, 1986-1999

Figure 24
Cocaine seizures in 1999: global ranking of countries
(In tons)

Figure 26
Cocaine seizures in Africa and trends in the highest
ranking countries, 1986-1999

Figure 28
Cocaine seizures in Europe in 1999: ranking of countries
(In tons)
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above 3,000 tons. In 1999, however, seizures of
cannabis herb rose again reaching almost 4,000 tons,
an increase of 35 per cent over 1998 and 46 per cent
over the average level during the 1990s (see figure 29).

92. The rise in cannabis herb seizures in 1999
occurred mainly in the Americas. Seizures in the
Americas accounted for 80 per cent of the global
seizure volume, up from the average of approximately
66 per cent of previous years. Changes in the total
cannabis herb seizures in other regions were less
significant in 1999, with Africa accounting for more
than 10 per cent of cannabis herb seized worldwide and
Europe and Asia for about 5 per cent each (see
figure 33).

93. In the Americas, more than 80 per cent of the
cannabis herb seizures in the region are made in
Mexico and the United States (see figure 30). While
the former is used primarily as a source and transit
country, the latter appears to be an important
destination of cannabis herb traffic. Interceptions
appeared relatively stable in recent years, however,
both countries recorded an increase in 1999, with
seizures climbing to the highest level since the early
1980s. Seizures in Mexico amounted to 1,470 tons and
those in the United States to 1,170 tons. Canada
recorded 45 tons, which is within its average
fluctuation range of recent years. Whether the seizure
increase in North America is a one-time peak or
indicates a new trend for increased cannabis herb
trafficking in the future remains to be seen. However, it
seems that rising trends remain limited to the main
traditional markets, with currently no indication of
increased cannabis herb trafficking in other regions.

94. Interceptions in Colombia, another major source
of cannabis herb, amounted to 70 tons in 1998 and
1999, continuing the decreasing trend of previous
years. Several other countries in South America,
however, recorded increases in 1999, most significantly
Brazil and Paraguay, which reported a total of almost
70 tons and 200 tons, respectively.

95. In the Caribbean, cannabis herb seizures also
increased slightly in 1999 and remained dominated by
the volume intercepted in Jamaica (56 tons). Large
quantities of cannabis herb trafficked in the Americas
continue to originate in Jamaica, along with other
source countries in the subregion.

96. Large-scale cannabis cultivation and trafficking
also remains widespread in Africa, and involves mainly
local consumption and distribution within the
subregions. Statistics of drug seizures in Africa do not
sufficiently reflect the extent of trafficking in the
region. Nevertheless, various countries continue to
report significant quantities of cannabis herb
interceptions, particularly in southern Africa. The bulk
there is seized in South Africa, which recorded a total
of 290 tons in 1999, an increase over recent years, but
below the level seized previously. Other countries in
southern Africa that recorded relatively large quantities
of cannabis herb seizures in 1999 include Swaziland
(33 tons) and Malawi (27 tons).

97. Western Africa appears to be another major area
for cannabis cultivation and consumption in the region.
Seizures have generally been highest in Nigeria and
Senegal. Trends in cannabis herb seizures in Nigeria
have been stable since 1994, and amounted to 17.7 tons
in 1999. Senegal recorded 7.2 tons in 1999, a decrease
from previous levels, which had ranged between
13 tons and 84 tons since 1995. In north Africa, in
addition to the availability of cannabis resin, Egypt and
Morocco have reported significant cannabis herb
seizures in recent years. In 1999, Egypt seized
22.6 tons, but no seizures of cannabis herb were
reported from Morocco.

98. In Asia, cannabis herb seizures continue to be
concentrated in south and south-east Asia, with
fluctuating trends in recent years. In 1999, largest
seizure volumes were recorded in Thailand (57.7 tons),
one of the major source countries in the region.
Seizures in India, however, decreased to 38.6 tons, the
lowest level since the early 1980s.

99. Central Asia, in particular Kazakhstan, covers
large areas of cannabis wild growth as well as
cultivation.23 Seizure statistics from countries in
central Asia and the Caucasus are not yet available on a
long-term basis and therefore may insufficiently
measure the trafficking situation of drugs in the
subregion. However, Georgia and Kazakhstan recorded
relatively large cannabis herb seizures in 1999,
amounting to 32 tons and 10.5 tons, respectively.

100. In addition, the Russian Federation recorded a
total of 33.8 tons of cannabis herb seizures in 1999, an
amount which is slightly higher than in recent years.
The only other country in eastern Europe with
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relatively large cannabis herb seizures in 1999 was
Bulgaria, with 29.4 tons.

101. Trafficking of cannabis herb in western Europe
remains at a somewhat lower level than in other
regions. In addition, seizure statistics indicate a
declining trend in recent years. Total quantities of
cannabis herb intercepted in western Europe have been
steadily decreasing in recent years, though they remain
higher than during the 1980s. The Netherlands
intercepted relatively large quantities between 1993
and 1995, but seizures have been declining since,
amounting to 47 tons in 1999. Italy and the United
Kingdom recorded 21 tons and 15 tons, respectively, in
1999, a decrease over recent years, but higher than
during the early 1990s. Cannabis herb seizures have
fallen significantly in Belgium from an average of
40 tons in previous years to less than 3 tons in 1998
and 1999. Germany reported 15 tons, which is within
the fluctuation range of recent years. The only country
reflecting an increasing trend seems to be Greece,
where cannabis herb seizures climbed from less than
1 ton before 1995 to over 12 tons since 1997.

Cannabis resin

102. Seizure statistics of cannabis resin in 1999 reflect
no major changes over recent years, globally or at the
country level, suggesting that the main origins of the
drug, the trafficking routes used and the major
consumer areas remained unchanged. The main sources
of cannabis resin continue to be Morocco and countries
in south-west Asia, particularly Pakistan. As with
cannabis herb, exact data on the extent of cannabis
resin production is not available. The main consumer
market remains western Europe.

103. Global seizures of cannabis resin have reflected a
more or less stable trend in the last few years (see
figure 31). A total of almost 900 tons was seized
worldwide in 1999, a volume similar to that intercepted
in 1998. Additionally, the percentage breakdown of
seizures per region remained similar in both years.
Western Europe accounted for about 77 per cent of the
global seizure volume of cannabis resin, south-
west Asia for less than 15 per cent and north Africa for
7 per cent.

104. This recent stability was, however, preceded by a
continuous rise in the global seizure volume during the
last two decades, reaching a peak of over 1,000 tons in
1995. The shares of the three subregions in the global

seizures have shifted during this period. Seizures in
western Europe rose continuously during the 1980s and
1990s. Those in south-west Asia and north Africa,
however, fluctuated rather widely in the past and seem
to have followed a decreasing trend in recent years (see
figure 34).

105. North Africa remains a major source of cannabis
resin. Morocco continues to account for about 90 per
cent of the cannabis resin seizures in Africa.
Interceptions have decreased during the last few years,
amounting to 54.8 tons in 1999. Other countries in
Africa recording seizures of cannabis resin in 1999
include Algeria (4 tons) and Tunisia (1.9 tons).

106. The bulk of cannabis resin seizures in south-west
Asia continues to take place in Pakistan, where
seizures amounted to 81.5 tons in 1999. Though this
reflects a slight increase over 1998, the trend in recent
years is one of decline, and Pakistan’s seizures now
account for less than 60 per cent of the regional total,
down from more than 80 per cent previously. During
recent years, the volume of cannabis resin intercepted
in the Islamic Republic of Iran has increased, though it
remained at a lower level (18.9 tons) than that of
Pakistan in 1999. Additionally, Oman and
Turkmenistan recorded a relatively large seizure
volume of cannabis resin in 1999, amounting to
14.3 tons and 10.4 tons, respectively. Other countries
in Asia with a seizure level between 1 and 3 tons
include Bahrain, India, Nepal, the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia. Though consumption of
cannabis resin is high in some countries in Asia, many
States are also used as transit countries for trafficking
to western Europe.

107. Western Europe remains the main consumer
region for cannabis resin. Seizures have been
increasing rapidly over the last two decades and remain
dominated by Spain, which continues to be the main
entry point of cannabis resin trafficked to western
Europe. The country recorded seizures of over 430 tons
in 1999, which is more or less in line with 1998, but
much higher than ever before and accounts for 48 per
cent of the global seizure volume (see figure 32). Other
major entry and transit countries in Europe are France
and the Netherlands, which reported more than 60 tons
each, reflecting a slight increase in the case of France.
Italy recorded a relatively large seizure volume of
46.8  tons in 1999, while cannabis resin seizure in
the United  Kingdom  seems  to  have declined from an
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Seizures of cannabis herb and cannabis resin

Figure 29
Global cannabis herb seizures, 1986-1999

Figure 31
Global cannabis resin seizures, 1986-1999

Figure 33
Cannabis herb seizures by region, 1990-1999

Figure 30
Cannabis herb seizures in 1999: global ranking of countries
(In tons)

Figure 32
Cannabis resin seizures in 1999: global ranking of countries
(In tons)

Figure 34
Cannabis resin seizures by region, 1990-1999
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average 90 tons in recent years to 33.7 tons in 1999.
The only other countries in the region with cannabis
resin seizures above 10 tons in 1999 are Denmark,
Portugal and Turkey, and seizures between 1 and 5 tons
were recorded in Belgium, Germany, Ireland, Norway
and Sweden.

108. Cannabis resin seizures in the Americas remain
limited. The only country recording significant
quantities remains Canada, though seizures have
declined in recent years, amounting to 6.5 tons in 1999.

VIII. Manufacture and trafficking
trends of amphetamine-type
stimulants and other synthetic
drugs

109. The illicit manufacture and trafficking of
amphetamine-type stimulants continues to take place
predominately in the three main regions: North
America, western Europe and south-east Asia. Unlike
with plant-based drugs, the production of synthetic
drugs occurs within their main consumer areas.
Trafficking is, therefore, to a large extent limited to the
regional level. The exception to this remains the
Ecstasy-type substances. While trends in western
Europe and in North America reflect some
stabilization, south-east Asia is emerging as a rapidly
rising market.

110. The statistics on detection of clandestine
laboratories as set out in the present section do not
provide an indication of the volume of drug
production, but rather an overview of trends and
regional locations of drug manufacture. (Further
information on the limitations and usefulness of the
laboratory statistics is given in section I above.)

Methamphetamine

111. Illicit manufacture of amphetamine-type stimu-
lants in North America continues to relate primarily to
methamphetamine. Statistics on the detection of
clandestine methamphetamine laboratories in North
America reflected a massive increase in recent years
(see figure 35). Manufacture of this drug primarily
takes place in the United States and to a lesser extent in
Canada and Mexico. In the United States, the number
of clandestine methamphetamine laboratories seized
has increased rapidly since 1996, rising from an

average of 400 between 1985 and 1995 to 2,063 in
1999.24 Illicit manufacture of amphetamine, on the
other hand, though always at a much lower level in the
United States and less significant than
methamphetamine, decreased over this period from an
average of 80 laboratories detected per year during the
1980s, to 2 to 5 since 1994) (see figure 37). The
increased number of methamphetamine laboratory
detections might, however, be related to increased law
enforcement activities or a trend towards detection of
smaller laboratories, because indications are that abuse
of methamphetamine in the United States is levelling
off. Methamphetamine manufacture reported by
Canada and Mexico also reflected increases in 1999,
but figures remain much lower than in the United
States (Canada reported 12 and Mexico
13 laboratories).

112. Methamphetamine manufactured in North
America continues to supply mainly domestic markets.
Parallel to the rising trend in laboratory statistics,
seizures of stimulants have been rising in North
America since 1996, despite stable consumption trends
(see figure 39). Annual stimulant seizures in the United
States, most of which refer to methamphetamine, rose
from a few hundred kilograms during the early 1990s
to an unprecedented level of 2.6 tons in 1999. Mexico
has also recorded significant quantities of
methamphetamine interception over recent years,
peaking at 358 kg in 1999.

113. The second region where methamphetamine is
produced, trafficked and consumed in large quantities
remains east and south-east Asia. The availability of
the drug is spreading fast throughout the entire region.
Clandestine manufacturing activities seem to be
concentrated, inter alia, in the Myanmar-Thailand
border area, which was once exclusively known for
heroin production. The traditional drug production has
expanded in recent years to include also
methamphetamine manufacture, which is increasingly
becoming the focus of drug traffickers in the region.
No data are available on laboratory detections in
Myanmar, but Thailand has reported the discovery of
12 to 16 laboratories per year since 1996. According to
unconfirmed information received, about 50 new
methamphetamine laboratories have emerged recently
along the border area, which seems to have become a
major source for methamphetamine trafficked and
consumed throughout the region. Increases in
methamphetamine trafficking in east and south-east
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Asia are also reflected in seizure statistics from the
region (see figures 41-44).

114. As in most countries in south-east Asia, stimulant
seizures in Thailand and Myanmar reached unprece-
dented peaks in 1999. During the early 1990s,
Thailand’s average seizure level was about 700 kg,
which steadily increased in recent years to 4.5 tons in
1999. Interceptions in Myanmar have risen from 60 to
311 kg over the last four years (see figure 43).

115. China appears to be another major source of
methamphetamine in the region. In 1995 and 1996, it
reported the detection of a large number of meth-
amphetamine laboratories. Though no data are
available for recent years, the International Narcotics
Control Board (INCB) reported that China has
remained a major source of clandestinely manufactured
amphetamine-type stimulants.25 The country also
appears to be a principal source of ephedrine, which is
used in the manufacture of methamphetamine and
trafficked throughout the region. In addition to
manufacturing activities, China also seems to serve as
a trans-shipment point for the illicit traffic of
stimulants originating in Myanmar and Thailand and
transported into Japan and the Republic of Korea.
Seizures in China, which were just over one ton in
recent years, climbed to a worldwide record level of
16 tons in 1999. No further information is available on
this enormous seizure total, which would make China
account for about 50 per cent of the global stimulant
seizure volume (mainly amphetamine and meth-
amphetamine) and the entire region of east and south-
east Asia for more than 75 per cent of the global total
in 1999 (see figures 42 and 44). For the first six
months in 2000, the Government of China reported a
total seizure volume of more than 17 tons of meth-
amphetamine and more than 10 tons of ephedrine.26

116. The Republic of Korea reported the detection of
two methamphetamine laboratories during 1999 and
also indicated that the most notable feature in
methamphetamine trafficking since 1998 was the
increased smuggling of the drug from sources in
Thailand. However, the majority of importations
continue to originate in China and, to a lesser extent,
the Philippines.27 Stimulant seizures in the Republic of
Korea have remained relatively stable in recent years,
amounting to 29 kg in 1999.

117. The Philippines reported the discovery of
three methamphetamine laboratories in 1999 and

indicated that additional quantities of that drug were
illegally imported from China. A total of 944
kilograms were seized in 1999, which is a 20 per cent
increase over to the last record in 1996 and more than
10 times higher than in 1998 (see figure 43). According
to the Government, methamphetamine, locally known
as “shabu”, has become the most commonly abused
drug in the Philippines.28

118. Similarly, Japan has faced an enormous increase
in trafficking and abuse of methamphetamine, which is
the most widely abused drug in the country.29 Of the
arrests made in 1999, 93 per cent involved stimulant
drug offences and the seizure quantity of that year
(1.9 tons) exceeded the total amount confiscated over
the previous five years (average of 350 kg per year)
(see figure 43).

119. Methamphetamine manufacture and abuse has
also been reported by New Zealand. The country
detected six clandestine laboratories in 1999, but
stimulant seizures remained relatively small. In
Australia, amphetamine-type stimulants have become
the most frequently used illicit drug after cannabis. The
country reported the detection of 131 clandestine
laboratories during 1998-1999, most of which were
involved in methamphetamine production, but also
other amphetamine-type stimulants. Stimulant seizures
in Australia have decreased in recent years, from over
600 kg in the mid-1990s to 180 kg in 1998, which may
be the result of increased domestic production and a
smaller demand for imported products.30

120. The availability of methamphetamine in Europe
remains limited. The only country with illicit
methamphetamine production continues to be the
Czech Republic, where the drug is destined for the
domestic market. The country reported the discovery of
27 manufacturing sites in 1999 and between 7 and 50
per year during the last decade. In 1998, Ukraine
reported for the first time that illicit methamphetamine
manufacture was taking place. The country reported
the detection of seven methamphetamine laboratories,
but no data are available for 1999. Slovakia also
reported the detection of two laboratories involved in
the illicit manufacture of methamphetamine in 1999. A
number of countries in western Europe reported small
quantities of methamphetamine seizures, but the drug
does not seem to pose a significant threat to  the region
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Amphetamine-type stimulants: manufacture and seizure trends in North America
Figure 35
Methamphetamine manufacture in North America, 1985-
1999

Figure 37
Amphetamine manufacture in North America, 1985-1999

Figure 39
Stimulant seizures in North America and trends in the
highest ranking countries, 1985-1999

Figure 36
Ecstasy-type substances manufacture in North America,
1985-1999

Figure 38
Hallucinogen (excluding Ecstasy) manufacture in North
America, 1985-1999

Figure 40
Hallucinogen (including Ecstasy) seizures in North America
and trends in the highest ranking countries, 1985-1999
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Methamphetamine: seizure trends in east and south-east Asia
Figure 41
Stimulant (mainly methamphetamine) seizures in east
and south-east Asia (excluding China), 1986-1999

Figure 43
Stimulant (mainly methamphetamine) seizures in east
and south-east Asia, 1998-1999: ranking of countries
(excluding China)
(In tons)

Figure 42
Methamphetamine seizures in China, 1986-1999

Figure 44
Methamphetamine seizures in China, 1998-1999
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at present. However, some concern exists with regard
to a possible initiation of methamphetamine smuggling
from south-east Asia to Europe.

121. Finally, Egypt continues to report the
manufacture of methamphetamine (referred to as
maxiton forte). However, seizures of that drug type,
which have been relatively large during the 1980s and
early 1990s, have decreased significantly in recent
years. Other countries in Africa and the Near and
Middle East reporting stimulant seizures in 1999
include Nigeria (322 kg), Saudi Arabia (75 kg), Côte
d’Ivoire (56 kg) and the Syrian Arab Republic (15 kg).

Amphetamine

122.  The production and abuse of amphetamine
continues to be concentrated in Europe. Eastern Europe
has emerged as a manufacturing zone in recent years,
however, the most important production area remains
western Europe, with Germany, the Netherlands and
the United Kingdom continuing to report the highest
number of clandestine amphetamine laboratories. In
addition, amphetamine manufacture has been reported
in Belgium, Denmark, Spain and Sweden in recent
years, and similar reports were received from Finland
and Italy in 1994 and 1995 (see figure 45).

123. In eastern Europe, reports have been received
from various countries since 1991 on laboratory
seizures relating to amphetamine manufacture (except
for the Czech Republic and other countries where the
manufacture of methamphetamine takes place).
Throughout the 1990s, Poland noted an increasing
trend in illicit amphetamine manufacture taking place
in the country, with up to 10 laboratories detected per
year (8 were detected in 1999). Bulgaria reported two
laboratory detections during that period and Hungary
one. In addition, the manufacture of amphetamine
seems to have spread to the Baltic States. Since 1996,
Estonia and Latvia have reported two and Lithuania
one amphetamine laboratory.

124. As for seizure statistics, interceptions of
stimulants in Europe, most of which seem to relate to
amphetamine, decreased for the first time in 1999 at
the regional level, after a steadily rising trend through
the 1980s and 1990s (see figure 47). The regional
seizure total reached almost 5 tons in 1998, but
dropped to 3.8 tons in 1999. This decline was primarily
related to the United Kingdom, which recorded about
50 per cent of the regional stimulant seizure total

during the last decade. Stimulant interceptions in the
United Kingdom increased significantly during the
1990s, climbing to a peak of 3.3 tons in 1997, but
decreased in 1998 and in 1999, when seizures totalled
1.2 tons. A number of other countries in western
Europe with large seizure totals (see figure 48) noted a
decrease in 1999, including the Netherlands (853 kg),
Belgium (330 kg), Norway (52 kg) and Spain (50 kg).
However, seizures in the Netherlands continue to
account for the second largest volume in Europe,
following the United Kingdom. Stimulant seizures
continue to reflect rising trends in Finland (133 kg),
France (233 kg), Germany (360 kg) and Sweden
(246 kg). The decreasing trend in several countries,
including the highest ranking (the Netherlands and the
United Kingdom), indicates a stabilization trend with
regard to amphetamine trafficking in Europe.

125. In eastern Europe, smuggling of stimulants has
increased over recent years, though seizures remain at
a much lower level than in western Europe. Bulgaria,
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Ukraine have
reported relatively large seizure volumes. The bulk of
stimulant seizures recorded in Europe relate to
amphetamine, except for those in Hungary and perhaps
some in Ukraine, which may relate to metham-
phetamine.

126. As mentioned above, the United States continues
to record some amphetamine laboratory detections, but
the number has decreased in recent years and the drug
remains insignificant as compared to metham-
phetamine availability in the country. In this context, it
must be noted, however, that statistics on seizures of
amphetamine-type stimulants often do not differentiate
between the various types. Mexico reported a relatively
large seizure of amphetamine in 1999 (568 kg), in
addition to the country’s interceptions of metham-
phetamine during that year. Yet the amphetamine
seizure was reportedly due to only one single case,
which originated in Germany and was destined for the
United States.31 Despite this relatively large seizure
case, there is currently no other indication of a rising
trend of amphetamine trafficking from Europe to the
Americas.

127. Amphetamine is also not of significant concern in
south-east Asia. The only country that continues to
report on amphetamine production is Australia. As
with methamphetamine, most of the amphetamine
available in Australia is domestically produced.
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Amphetamine abuse has been associated with polydrug
use, and the drug is commonly injected.32

Ecstasy-type substances

128. Trafficking and abuse of Ecstasy-type
substances33 has been increasing rapidly in several
regions. Ecstasy is, however, more exposed to
international trafficking than other amphetamine-type
stimulants. Seizure statistics for 1999 reflected
particularly large rises in several countries throughout
the world (see figures 40 and 49).

129. The manufacture of Ecstasy-type substances
continues to be concentrated in western Europe, which
supplies expanding consumer markets in many parts of
the world, including North America and south-east
Asia. Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, the United
Kingdom and, to a lesser extent, France and Spain all
reported the detection of clandestine laboratories
manufacturing Ecstasy-type substances in recent years.
In 1999, the Netherlands reported the detection of
24 Ecstasy laboratories, Belgium 4 and Germany and
the United Kingdom one each. Unlike in the case of
amphetamines, the production of Ecstasy-type
substances does not seem to have spread to eastern
Europe to such a great extent. Only Ukraine reported
the discovery of Ecstasy laboratories in recent years. In
this context, Ukraine appears to have emerged as a
production site for synthetic drugs, with seven
methamphetamine and three Ecstasy laboratories being
discovered over recent years. The country also
recorded some seizures of Ecstasy in 1999 (see
figure 46).

130. A rising trend was also reflected in seizure
statistics for Europe in 1999, though a higher peak was
noted in earlier years (see figure 49). The United
Kingdom recorded a very large seizure volume of
Ecstasy-type substances in 1999, signifying an
enormous increase over previous years. Large seizure
quantities in 1999 and increases over previous years
have also been reported in Belgium, France, Germany,
Ireland and the Netherlands (see figure 50).

131. Manufacture of Ecstasy-type substances in North
America remains relatively limited, though abuse of
the drug is spreading fast throughout the region.
Detection of clandestine laboratories in the United
States has occurred to a limited extent in recent years,
but in 1999 the number of discoveries increased to 14.
A similar trend was noted in Canada. The number of

Ecstasy laboratories seized in Canada was between one
and three in recent years, but increased to eight in 1999
(see figure 36). Though Ecstasy seems to be
increasingly manufactured in North America, Europe
remains the primary source of that type of drug, which
continues to be trafficked to many parts of the world,
including North America. In the United States, it has
been estimated that 80 per cent of Ecstasy-type
substances consumed worldwide originate from
clandestine laboratories in the Netherlands and
Belgium.34

132. The increase in the trafficking of Ecstasy to North
America is also reflected in seizure statistics. Annual
seizure data reported by Canada and the United States
reflected an enormous rise in recent years. Particularly
large increases were noted in 1999 (see figure 40) and
reports for 2000 on customs seizures in the United
States reflect further increases.34

133. Ecstasy-type substances have also spread to east
and south-east Asia. Australia continues to be the main
destination of illicit traffic of methylenedioxymethyl-
amphetamine (MDMA), originating from western
Europe. Other countries in the region, too, have noted
the emergence and increase in trafficking of that drug
type, with Ecstasy seizures being made in, for example,
China (Hong Kong SAR), Indonesia, Malaysia,
Singapore and Thailand. According to reports from
Australia, the origin of MDMA continues to be
Belgium, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.35

To a limited extent, Ecstasy is also produced within the
region, mainly in Australia and Indonesia. During
1998-1999, five MDMA laboratories were found in
Australia. Indonesia, which is known as a trans-
shipment point for trafficking of Ecstasy-type
substances, reported the detection of one MDMA/
methylenedioxyamphetamine (MDA) laboratory in
1999. The country also reported a relatively large
stimulant seizure totalling 219 kg.

134. Finally, Ecstasy also continues to be trafficked in
other regions of the world. Israel recorded a relatively
large Ecstasy seizure in 1999. Some Ecstasy was also
seized in Brazil and South Africa during that year.

Other synthetic drugs

135. The significance of lysergic acid diethylamide
(LSD) for illegal drug markets in North America and
western Europe seems to have declined in recent years.
Most countries  in  both regions,  as well as Argentina,
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Main countries of manufacture and seizure trends
in Europe

Figure 45
Amphetamine laboratory detections reported by
countries in Europe, 1994-1999

aThe Netherlands additionally reported a number of laboratory
detections of manufacture of various amphetamine-type stimu-
lants, such as amphetamine and Ecstasy.

Figure 47
Stimulant (mainly amphetamine) seizures in Europe and
trends in the highest ranking country, 1986-1999

Figure 46
Ecstasy laboratory detections reported by countries in
Europe, 1997-1999

aThe Netherlands additionally reported a number of laboratory
detections of manufacture of various amphetamine-type stimu-
lants, such as amphetamine and Ecstasy.
bUkraine additionally reported the detection of seven
methamphetamine laboratories.

Figure 48
Stimulant (mainly amphetamine) seizures in Europe,
1998-1999 (average): ranking of countries
(In tons)

a Relates mainly to methamphetamine.
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Figure 49
Hallucinogen (including Ecstasy) seizures in Europe and
trends in the highest ranking country, 1986-1999

Australia, Hungary, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Poland,
New Zealand and South Africa, recorded LSD seizures
in 1999, but a falling trend has been noted in many
countries. However, the United States recorded a
relatively large seizure total of 65 kg in 1999.

136. A decreasing trend has also been noted in
methaqualone trafficking in recent years. Seizures are
declining in India, the main source country in the past.
A total of 470 kg was intercepted in 1999, the lowest
level since the early 1980s. However, consumption in
South Africa, the main market for the drug, remains
high. Seizure of methaqualone in South Africa
amounted to 625 kg in 1999, which is the average level
for the decade, but is higher than recent years.
Production of methaqualone is assumed to take place
within the African region. Other countries in southern
Africa, including Namibia and Zambia, recorded
methaqualone seizures in 1999, but the quantities
intercepted were relatively low. Methaqualone is
basically not available in other regions, except, to a
very limited extent, in North America. Canada
recorded 56 kg and the United States an equivalent of
8 kg of methaqualone seized in 1999.

137. Since many countries continue to report the
Ecstasy-type substances in the hallucinogen group,
statistics on other hallucinogens are difficult to analyse.

Figure 50
Hallucinogen (including Ecstasy) seizures in Europe in
1999: ranking of countries
(In tons)

However, in 1999, Thailand recorded large quantities
of hallucinogen seizures other than Ecstasy.
Additionally, Kazakhstan reported very large
hallucinogen seizures for 1999.

138. Turkey continues to record seizures of captagon
(fenetylline), and for the first time in 1999 reported the
detection of a laboratory for illicit captagon
manufacture, though its manufacturing capacity or
whether it was used for tableting purposes remained
unknown. Slovenia also reported the discovery of a
fenetylline laboratory during the same year.

IX. Reports of the subsidiary bodies of
the Commission

139. Three meetings  of the Commission’s subsidiary
bodies were held in 2000. The thirty-fifth session of
the Subcommission on Illicit Drug Traffic and Related
Matters in the Near and Middle East was held in
Antalya, Turkey, from 26 to 30 June 2000; the
Tenth Meeting of Heads of National Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies (HONLEA), Latin America and
the Caribbean, was held in Ottawa from 3 to
6 October 2000; and the Twenty-fourth Meeting of
Heads of  National  Drug  Law  Enforcement Agencies,
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Asia and the Pacific, was held in Yangon from 14 to
17 November 2000.

140. Each meeting, following a review of drug
trafficking trends and regional and subregional
cooperation, addressed drug law enforcement issues of
priority concern for the region. Consideration of these
issues was facilitated by the discussions that took place
during informal meetings of working groups estab-
lished for that purpose. In addition, it is the practice of
subsidiary bodies to review the implementation of
previous recommendations on a biennial basis, with the
exception of HONLEA, Europe, which is convened on
a triennial basis.

141. The thirty-fifth session of the Subcommission on
Illicit Drug Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and
Middle East considered the following issues: practical
measures taken by law enforcement agencies to
mobilize community support for anti-drug objectives;
measures to eliminate or reduce corrupt practice on the
part of law enforcement personnel; and emerging
trends in illicit drug traffic, including smuggling
through the mail and express services and the diversion
of precursors, and measures to prevent them. The
Tenth Meeting of Heads of National Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies, Latin America and the
Caribbean, examined the role of law enforcement in
demand reduction; trends in the manufacture,
trafficking, and distribution of amphetamine-type
stimulants and action to counter their abuse; and
precursor control measures and trends. The Twenty-
fourth Meeting of Heads of National Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies, Asia and the Pacific, examined
illicit traffic in, and consumption of, heroin; the impact
of electronic crime on drug trafficking strategy; control
of stimulants; and illicit traffic by sea.

142. The recommendations of the subsidiary bodies
are to be implemented at the national level by the law
enforcement agencies attending the meetings. The
salient points covered in those recommendations are
summarized for the attention of the Commission below.
The full texts are contained in the reports of the
meetings (UNDCP/SUBCOM/2000/6, UNDCP/
HONLAC/2000/4 and UNDCP/HONLAP/2000/5).

A. Recommendations of the subsidiary
bodies

1. Demand reduction

143. The principles of drug demand reduction should
be included in the curricula of law enforcement
training institutions and in the training provided to
prosecutors and judges. Law enforcement agencies
should identify ways to increase their level of
participation in demand reduction activities and build
stronger links with other organizations and sectors
working in the area. They should also evaluate their
demand reduction activities to ensure the most
effective use of their resources, while exploring
opportunities to secure additional resources from both
the Government and the private sector. Governments
should implement comprehensive drug demand reduc-
tion strategies, including law enforcement agencies,
using the resources of all relevant ministries and
involving high-profile activities, such as special sports
events. Furthermore, Governments should direct more
financial resources towards research into the physical,
mental and social costs of abuse of illicit drugs.

2. Amphetamine-type stimulants and their
precursors

144. Governments should give priority to
implementing the measures to prevent the illicit
manufacture, import, export, trafficking, distribution
and diversion of precursors used in the illicit
manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances adopted by the General Assembly at its
twentieth special session (resolution S-20/4 B of
10 June 1998, sect. I), the relevant provisions of the
United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 198836

and, where applicable, the recommendations contained
in the Lucknow Accord on the Adoption of Uniform
Measures to Control International Trade in Precursors
and Other Chemicals Used in the Illicit Manufacture of
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances adopted
by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution
1999/31 of 28 July 1999. Governments should assess
the requirements of national industries for precursors,
in particular potassium permanganate and acetic
anhydride, and other selected chemicals, to determine
the quantities required for legitimate uses. The
provisions of paragraph 10 of article 12 of the
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1988 Convention, applicable to substances in table I of
the 1988 Convention, should be extended on a
voluntary basis to potassium permanganate and acetic
anhydride. Furthermore, in view of the health and
safety risks associated with dismantling laboratories
for the manufacture of synthetic drugs, research and
training aimed at reducing the risk to law enforcement
officers should be supported.

145. Law enforcement agencies should identify
emerging trends in the illicit manufacture and
trafficking of amphetamine-type stimulants, sharing the
information with other countries and with the
International Narcotics Control Board. Governments
should make full use of the existing multilateral
chemical reporting form to ensure rapid processing of
pre-export notifications from other competent
authorities. Closer working relationships should be
forged with the competent authorities in other countries
to target the sources of supply and improve the control
over amphetamine-type stimulants and their chemical
precursors. Cross-border cooperation to stop trafficking
in precursor chemicals to methamphetamine production
areas should be improved, with continued support from
UNDCP, and Governments should locate clandestine
laboratories with a view to dismantling their
operations.

3. Illicit traffic in and consumption of heroin

146. Governments should introduce legislation, sound
administrative procedures and comprehensive training
of law enforcement agencies in the identification,
control and movement of precursor chemicals essential
for the manufacture of heroin. Furthermore, countries
should work to lower barriers to full cooperation
through cross-border, bilateral and multilateral
agreements with neighbouring States and regional
counterparts; enhanced information exchange to
strengthen the development of strategic and operational
intelligence; and the posting of drug enforcement
liaison officers to facilitate investigations and conclude
successful prosecutions against those who traffic in
heroin. Governments should also strengthen their
banking laws with effective anti-money-laundering
legislation.

4. Alternative development

147. Where applicable, Governments should actively
encourage rural communities engaged in illicit crop

cultivation to discontinue the practice in return for the
benefits associated with alternative development
programmes. Law enforcement authorities should
continue to play a critical role in the implementation of
such programmes and in ensuring that agreed
eradication targets are met, as well as in preventing the
renewed cultivation of illicit crops in areas where
eradication has already taken place. Furthermore,
international donors and Governments should continue
to support UNDCP alternative development projects.

5. Anti-corruption measures

148. There should be procedures in place to properly
investigate reports of corrupt practices by drug law
enforcement personnel and to guarantee a high level of
integrity. Furthermore, there should be procedures to
protect any officer reporting on such corrupt practices.
Governments should also adopt a code of conduct
applicable to high-ranking officials in sensitive
positions, such as in police and customs services, to
ensure a high level of integrity. Integrity programmes
should be adopted to address corruption by those
holding public office, drawing on the work of the
United Nations and other international organizations.
Measures to reduce corrupt practice on the part of drug
law enforcement personnel include salary programmes
to ensure adequate remuneration, making the
involvement of law enforcement personnel in drug
trafficking an aggravated criminal offence, holding
officials accountable for their actions and establishing
a monitoring mechanism.

6. Trafficking by mail

149. Drug law enforcement agencies should adopt
measures to screen outbound international mail in
order to intercept, investigate and deter consignments
of illicit drugs before they are exported. Law
enforcement agencies should develop systematic
targeting and profiling procedures to identify couriers
and concealed consignments. They should also enter
into agreements with postal companies to identify
illicit drug consignments.

7. Electronic crime and drug trafficking

150. With regard to electronic crime, Governments
should develop national policies supporting law
enforcement responses. Law enforcement agencies
should liaise with Internet service providers concerning
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the retention of relevant data and combating money-
laundering via the Internet.

8. Trafficking by sea

151. Countries should develop specialist strategies and
proactive approaches against maritime trafficking,
including a maritime intelligence capacity to monitor
vessel movements, as well as sharing such information
with other Governments.

B. Other matters brought to the attention
of the Commission

152. The attention of the Commission was drawn to
the offer of the Government of Australia to host the
Twenty-fifth Meeting of Heads of National Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies, Asia and the Pacific, on a date
to be determined by UNDCP and the Government of
Australia.
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