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·I. ISSUES 'THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY OR ARE BROUGHT TO THE
AT.TENTION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SbCIALCODNCIL

" " . '-, ," "" " " .. ". -. '.' '.

A•. Draft resolutionsreconnnended for 'adoption by the Council

1. The Commission on the·StatusofWomenrecomtnendedthe followingdtaft,
resolutionsfot' ado~.ti()nby the .Economic and Social Council:

I

National machinery for monitoring the implementation of
the Programtnefor the' United Nations Deeade'for Women 11

The Economic and Social Council,

.' Recalling that General Assembly resolution 3517 (XXX) of 15 December :1975'
coneerning the mid-termreview.and appraisal of progress in the implementation of
the International Development Strategy for the Second' United Nations Development
Decade states that all States and competent organizations should give priority to
the implementation of ther'ecoDDllendations of 'theWorldConferenc~:'of the '
International Women's Year in the formulation of thei'~' economic and social poliei~s,

, ~

Recalling also that General Assembly resolution 3524 (XXX) of 15 December-1975
recounnends that all organs of the United Nations development system and other
international technical and financial assistance programtnes and agencies should aive
sustained attention to the in~egration,of women in the formulation,. design and
implE1. '. " .... , ~'tl of development proj ects and programmes,

Recalling further that paragraph 34. of th;~\ World ,Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the Inte~:~_..it.ional Women's Year 1:.!states, inter
alia, that the establishment of machinery at the national governmental level, with
adequate staff and budget, can be an effective transitional measure for accelerat,ing
the achievement of equal opportunity for women and their full integration in
national life.

Noting that General Assembly resolution 31/136 of 16 December 1976 recommends
that Governments should establish, where appropriate, such machinery as bureaux and
commissions, in order to ensure the effective implementation and evaluation Of the

!t See paras. 52-54 of the present report.
2/ See Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year

(United Na~ions publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l), chap. II, sect. A.
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. ,,

World Plan of Action and of the Programe for the United Nations Decade foX' Women II
within the framework of national develop11,lentplans and r,egiona.l policies,

',ConsiderinstheBustained attent~on.wh:LchtbeCOJn1l1issiQnon .tbeStatusofWomen
was aivento tbeneed fotnatlona1. ..•ebiner11 ...•• the.sl1ppoX't. glv;en to the Commission by'
thespeelal:Lzed agencies,.in.eo"'operation.witb national Govetmnents,in the
promotionofequality.ofopportun:l.tyandtreatment for ,orking wOlnen;. tbe _
uplem,ntationof tecommendations.eoll,ventions and other Dle.~suresrelating to
participation.utilizatlonand·integratlon of women in the· economic atldsotial life
of K_berStat.s. .

-2-

6. Beca.aeDds t~t the national machinery should be informed and consulted in
all -Meresconcernins WOIIen and, especially on the replies which Member States
are :caUeiUpeR to furnish in response to requests from the Secretary"'General
relating to the iaplementation of programmes for the United Nations Decade for Women
·aDd the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives' of tbe
Iateraational Wo-en's Year;

4. RecoDlllends that the national machinery should have ad~ttuate authority and
r;esources'to ensure tlJat women are included in development planning and other
activities and >to propose, if necessary, special programmes for wotnen;

5.. E;nv.,:Lsag~ the need for national machinery to gu,arantee that liomen benefi.t
frcateebllical ,assistance pr:ogra1NlE's.and. projects and that such assistaneerelates
to the specific requ.irementof women;

31 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,S1xty-second Session,
Supple-mJlo.3 (EIs909) I annex .Vil• r_

.Bearigin mind that many .eountri~sltave establisbed nat:Lc)lU1l machinery and
. the 11Dportantrolewhlehit will play in providing assistance to the'regional
'co_issio1l$,tbe international and regional centres for women, the.agencies of the

UnitedNati:onssysteJD.nat;lQnalGoverntnents, and otbers, responsible for framing
policies and dec{$~~nsessential to deve~p1llent", 'J .'

, . ;. ,_-;;.7~ ,_

~~., .... .1. Welcomes the measures taken by Member St~tes to establish machinery at the
nJional80verlllllental levelt9monitor the integration of liomen in development. and
toparttclpate.in measul'esfor policymatd.ttg. and. decision mak~ng in favour of ·women.;

I'. •

......2 •. ·&leouryes .. Memb~rStates to take all nec~ssaJ:Y st'eps t,ostr~ngthen such
,~\tion*l.eb.in.~y.asllureaWt, for women, co,mnissionsand" othero~gans established
a~)the ~tio.... l goverhJllental !;evel. and to ep.sure that,their opi~~ons and
/~«~_ationsa~,.an int.egralpart of developmentplann:i:n8and~heimplementation

.fof development prograumes and projects;

3. UraesHe1Ilber States which have l10t yet taken the aforementioned steps to
d.o so. bearing in mind tl\e advant;age,s of such machinery for the development of all
the h...nJ"esoul'cesof the country and more substantial progress in development;

. .
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7 .. 'Emphasites tbe need .for such national Wlchineryfor'co-operationandtbe
Ir .... .... ... , . . . .•.. ." . '

co-0r,dination of progrmnmes ofr,eglonal tr.aining $Id .research institutes' and/,
regional centres for women, "'to ensure favourahlerelat<ions with Governm~J1~
non-governmental ..organizations actively promQtfngthe. status of women, and women ~n

the rural and urbaIlsectors, 8J;ldto strengthen co-operation between men and women in
the atta1mn~Jlt' of dEl:v,~lopmentobject:l.vesllnd 80als; .

, ;- ~. " '. . - ... t' '.' ,." ",' _·r -"

ir

8. Regu;ests that the national ma.cbinerY$bould8:f.Ve'particular,'att~nt.,1onto
a review'and e~l7aluation of progr~ssatthej~ationallevel in .tbeprogr~u...es for the

,~~:...;__",' ',' .~'. \\, ~:', ' _', .. " "', ... _ _,>,_,.:~.", _,P _ l' _~,.,

Decade and SbOll1ld identifytheobstaci-eEf' whic'h .have prevented tbeattainment. of the
national db.1ec{tiv~~.and goals. p,,.rsued by the na~ional 1II8c~inery on. beha],f of women.

. ." .~
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Institutions respons:lblefor i1llplementing the World Plan of Ac:tiol!l
within the.frameworkof the United Nations Decade for Women 41 '.;;.,:::.:;;:.::;;;,......;:;...;:;.;;;.;:;.;;;;.;;;.,:;:.,;;..::;.;;.;..,.,;;,,;;;.......-.-.---;;,;,;;.~;;.;;,.;;~;,;;,;;--....;:;..;,;;;;;;.;;;,;;..,.;;;..=;.;;~;.,;;;.;;;.;;.;:.:;.- ,

. ~I

", . ..
The-Economic .and .. Social .Coune:Ll',·,. .

Recalling General, A$setnblY';resolqtion '254~ (XXIV) ·of 11· December 1969,
containing ,the Declaration on .Social Progress and Development, in whic'h the Assembly
encouraged the full integr~tion of .women in development,

Recalling further' General Ass'embly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972,
in which the Asse1llblyproclaimed the International Women's Year,

Recalling also' the resolution adopted by the World Conference of the
Interna.tional Womeii'o,-sYear,held. in Mexico City in 1975, concerning research and
training fortlieadvancement of. women, 5/ and taking account of the special
difficulties~ncounteredby the regional research and training. c.entresfor women as a
result of the'lack of regular financing,
r.
'.'

Recalling General ~ssemblyresolution3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, in which
the Assembly emphasized the importance of reaular reviews and appraisals of the
progress made in achieving the goals of tKe World Plan of Action for the
Imple1llentation of the Objectives qf the International Women's .:lear,

Taking •account of the efforts made by the regional commissions to promote
programmes and aware,of the scope of the p~ogrammes undertaken and of the
limitations imposed on the regional cODDIlissipns by the lack of sufficient funds and
staff, .:

1. Requests the General'Assembly to' take all appropriate measures to identify
regular budget resources in conformity with General Assembly resolutions 3534' (XXX)
of 17 Nove-mb,(!r 1975, 31/93 'of 14 December 1976 and 3,2/201 of 2 December 1977 in
regula~(~budgef~f-(tfeUnited Nations, with the financial resources and personnel
necessa-ry to enable them to undertake.. the implementation of the World Plan of
Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the'International Woments Year;

2. Invites Governments, the specialized agencies,.other United Nations organs
intergovernmental, and non-governmental orga~izations concerned to co-ordinate their
activities for the integration of women.in development with the regional conunissions;

..

t

w

!!J'See paras', ~8-679f the present report.
2/ Repor t of the World Conference of the International Women's

Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l). chap. Ill.
Year (United

. '.
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-



:a,$ tit; 1 lili '" A r~'
..

,;:=-~ .;
// \0-

,I' ': ,

3.. Recommends that the General:'-As8emb~y take app~~-pri{~e measures to provide
for, .the. financial,reE;ources and persopnelnecessary for tHe regional research 8lld
training centres for women from the)'regular budget of the United Nations.

I

111

stems

The EconoDl!c .and ~Social .Council"
. 6 - . _ _ _ . -

Recalliy thee~:tst'ing biennial :t:eporting system on the illlRlelllentatl'. of;;~.he '
Declai"ation[ oJl,'theElimination of D1scriJ,Qinat,ton against Women '71 :aIlcl',rel:ated'; '"
:rt1strUmentsU"4erits resolutions 1325, (XLI\1,.), 'oi 31 Kay1968 aiJ.(i 167.7 (J,ll):(),f, ,
2 3UDe1912, " ' ",:' . <'.

, Recall~n.r.~urther that, in accordance with General Assembly, resolut,i~a :l~2P .
(XXX), of l,~ n..c~er 1975 and with. General 4ss.ellbly resolution: 3490 (lQCt)of 12
December 19,75, entitled "Implementation: Qf ~be WQrld Pl81\of Action adopte4 by the
WOfld Confere"':e of the International W~lIlen.'s Y'Trr", reporting procedures have '. be«!n
establish~d ~p;d'are being ca,rried outf,Qr b.tEtllDialsyatem-wid~reviews ~dappraisals
9~' ~he :l.mpl~ntation of. the World Plaaq·f '~~t:Lonforthe,.I~leMntationof the'

," Ob~~ctive8of~ ,the Intenatior..al Women"s Y.ea.1"' 4n4ofprQ.r,~smacl~ '\U1cl~r the , ',;
Int~rnationa~..\D.velopment Strategy for tlu!, $ecQlld United4Nations '!?eV'elop1le!';tDe'cade,Jl

. Recoei,,:1~a the importance of such repo,rts' for tbe review of, thepr~~~es~,. .;~;

ac~1eved in tb:,~ proDlOtion of the full equality of women with 1Ilen inall'spberesof '
life, ". .a\~)' •

,, Rotins, with concern that ~he .responses received to the requ~.·ts' 'for 'infonation
on" the ba~~s· of ItJ.l~ 'above-mie~t:to~d resQlutioNS.. have beeninsuffic;lent ,1nnqmb$r,and
alsC? oftel'- ove,;lap l~ their c;ove:fage,~$ shawp, in the reportss,ub1litted, to i,tle" '" "
CODllDis8ion,9J\'the Statu8OfWOmellat its, twenty.seventb session fA!3212164f14: C0ltr.]
an4 Add.l and' 2,andE/CR.6/611). ' ',,'

, 'Underlining the desirabillty f!pr all Member States to submit such 'reports', With
the requests in the aforerllention~dresol~tioos,

'I;' ' ,

-t/ " "
Bearinsinmind the burden placed upon Governments. when complying separately

with the requests in the aforer~ntioned,resolutions,
, . " !f, ,

-5-

, Convinced that there is a need' for rat1.onalizat1.onof the reporting systems'
ref1!~red to in the first ,~d second preambular paraaraphs"above,'

" ' ( .
• ' '. .'. 11.· .. , " ' , . " , ,,' ' '

1. RecoDlDends to ,the General Assembly the integration of the reporting
systeDlS outlined' in the afore1llentloned r~solutioQs into a s1nale system;"

§/ ,See paras. 71 and 72 of the present report.

7/ Genera.l Assembly resolution 2263.-
!/ General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV).
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·.QIle8tionof;'el~bor4tinsadraftdeolaratiopon· the participation of.'
..eninthesQtt'WI~~.• ,forthe·$t~engthen:Lngof international peace
.aQCl'secur:(ty'·and,' ~gain8t .coloni$l:Lsm,'racism, . racial 'discrimination I

fote:lp' 'agSressfbn" and :0eeupat10tiand ·a11. forms:of for'eign dom:l,nation 9/

TbeleODomlC .. and'Soc1alCouneil,
-g. ,.' -. ' - '" . . ," - .. , - -", ,'.

-. .4~" 'Furtherregues'ts, t~e.Secreta:rY-Gene~~l,incoUlpi~ing.thereplies.tQ
~rovide .an.. ,anal)!~~c,~~·:' 're1>drt'

i
.on,prp'sressa~bie!ed,iethe~mproveme~~ of the .stat,us

of' wo_tll· as·.wel1"a$Onbbstaclesencounte;redartdpolfcies ~orfut·ur~<action, .' .'
:Lncl~4fjaSt;Lf pos't:.ible ,QcoDlparat.ive:sul:Vey,fon ~de'velQpmeht$ 'within' 'each regi()n;

:\.~.,·:,Url~8the~en.e1"~~Ass~~lyt()rev:lewPE!~~~d~callythi!i1ew)t'eport.ingsystem
in .t~8r;li8~~pf,.,f~rthf7.".~.:,....~.,evelopm~nt~. .... ~ "~'.. ,'>;' ..... '.... '}i.~,,;.,.., " •

, ~ '. ~'.~ > a.. <, -'I'- ,

'Becal1ing General Ass.embIy resolution 32/142 of 16 December' 1977, in which the
G~~ralAssemblyrequestedthe'CoUllllissiononthe,Statusof Women to.consider~ as a
contribution'to thepreparat:!on of the- WorldCori-'ferenceof the United' 'Nations Decade
forWo.t1;tobeheld1n1980,'tneelabb:tation'of·adraft'decla:ration on the
partlci~ationofwomenIn the st;rugale: 'for the 'strengthening .of international peace
and'seeux-ity and against colonialism. raeism',·-racia.ld'iscrimination,· 'foreign ,
asgressionan4occupationand all forms of foreign domination and 'to ,''report thereon
to the Economic and Social Council at itsf.irstregular· session of 1978,

--0'., .. :";~ ;).,':.,~.__ ~.._,-,-:;-,,:: .. __:-~ ~"-:- .. ~ .'_;._';,).~.;.. " " ,. ,._~_':;-;.

H Expresstnsthe hopetbat theCo_ission on the Status' of Women will make every
effo:rt.toconside~elaboratin$tJ:ledraftde,elarationat its twenty-eighth session,
'.' \\'. .".... .. ... . . . .

. 1. i:li~J.tes allGo~emments,the,spec~alized.~g~neies and other international
1tt1:e.rgoveI1UDentalorganizations, as well as concernedno1l:-governmentalorganizations
incoDsultatt~e8tatusw~tb theCouncil~to transmit to,the' Seeretary-Generalthe1"r
views and/or proposalscQncerning th~riiitureand content of a draft declaration etu
the partieipationof womeni.n1:h~str~ggle:,for,the strengthening of ,international
peace. and .secur~tY·8Ild"agains:t.. col~n:r.alism,. raci~m," racial discriminatio.n, foreign
agression and occupation and all' fOrDlS of foreign d()1tlination; . ' ..

t
1:/

. "

. ,

'. '. .' 2;.Re9~~sts •the~.~~,~:e~a~y-G~~erac~,,:t~ .r~V:l.ew~.in~J:~er, )-if .p~~,s~b.le, to "
eiaplifythem, ... the'.contents.~ftheqt1est:Lonnail"eSforwardedto Member States , United
Nations agenc1es and'non-gove:rnment.alorgantz;ationS;in'consultativestatus .with the

\!eonbmieandSoc:Lal 'Colibeil~inthe'dohtextofthe.integrate:dreporting'system,
. paying. 'particular attentlen toreg:Lonalrequirements, 'by selecting evaluation
criteria 'wltichtakEr account of re$lonald1sparities; ,

_ 3•. '. Urles.Member';Stat~8.,"hetlprep.t-ins. their )~·epbrts', to, make use of national
aaacbine!'Yestablished to promOte"'the .advancement of women and of the views of the

.~_"pp!:".opti,,~~el!ationa~J:l()!l-~gover-!lme~tat~rg.!lniza_t,~9ns;,.. ,L, '~;'~'
,0.".-. ,...... 'f- •• i"

!tSee paras. 81-850£ the present report.
,- ,

-6-

t Ii



-.
, ~.,

,y

--proVisfottal--:asetta~a~oitheWorlclconferenCe-Ofthe' '
United. Nations .Decade~for Women 10/·· '

,\\'-
"

The Economic and Social. Council"\ ..
.'

2. Regueststhe Sec.retary-General to .submit the views and/orproposals
received to the COllDIlission 'onthe Statusof.W01llen at its twenty-eighths,ess!on;

~. . 1teguests~'tbe Commiss!ollontheStatusof' Women to ~Ollsider.intheJ.i.gh~.. ~f
those views·andlorproposals·the,que~tlonof elaborating.adraft decl~r~tionat.$~s.

twenty-eighth session with a view
i
to; submittins it tothe.Wo~ld.Conferellceo.ftbe

United Nations Decade for Women. . . ,"

~ t •

Recal.lingG~neral,Asse1l1bly resolution 35'20 (XXX) tit. 15 Dece1Dberl975,fnwblch'
the'Assembly pJ:oclaimed ,theper.iod· from'1976. to 1985 lJnltedNationsDecade.for.Womeg.:
Equality, Development and Peace, to be devoted to effec:tive and sustained'natiQnal,
regional and international action toimplell)ellt the World PIan.of Aetion'for<the' ",
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year and related ;
resolutions of t'heWorld Conference of the InternationalWolDan's Year held .' at Mexico
City.,

. , '. .

Recalling.further reso,lution'32/l40 of 16 Decemb~r 1977'andother Assembly
resolutions, as well as Economic and Social Council resolution 2062(LXI~)'of12May
1977,

Mindful that the World Conference of the United Nations Decade forW~IDlen,~G'be
held in 1980, should be an important step towards the attainment of the tliX'ee .
objectives of the Decade: equality, development and peace, which are !nse~arabJ.y ",

linked, . . . . ., • .11'
1. ,Recommends that the provisional agenda of the World Conference,.o;fthe'. .:j.

United Nations Decade for Women should be so dra:wn up as to inc.ludeth~folIOWing,

substantive items:

(ai ReView and evaluation of the progress ..de in attaining the
objectives ,of the.tJnit~d Nations Decade for··'Wo.en: 'Equality:.
Development an4 Peace, i.n the.period from 197.~ to.1980 at .the.
national~ regional and international levels, as was recommended
by theWorl4 Conference of ,the International Woments'Year;

.
(b) Programme of action~forthe second half of the United Nations

Decade for Women, 1980 to 1985; c='--

2. Recommends that the Preparatory COmm(tteeprovided for in Council
resolution 206'2' (LXII) should take the foregoing into consideration in drawing up .
recommendations on the preparations for the World Conference r.p~>the United N.tions
Decade for Women.

10/ See paras. 86-89 of the present report, and chap. IX below, resolution
3 (~I)·. ~;)
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..' .~~Cot1ference .of .. the .United..Natiolls Decade for Women· 12

" . '." "~. ':, . .' ~ -:: : ""." '.~ ¥ ,'_._~ :"': ,'.' : " -. ". , -'".' 4.* ' ,- - .' ~ -", -'. -, _ ' .. ~.-,- r.,., ", ". : -' ,. " ~ " .' <.

.' The EconoJD1c, and . Social.'CoUnci1, .,

VII

Consideritlsthat .the·loaieofequalityand develop~entcanbest be achieved 'in
C011d~ti.on. 'o~ 1nte1'11ation~lpeac:e J

Bearins 'in "unu' "thae .~thf!tbr4!e'areaso( eaaploimen:t,hea~th'.an4education are
of:. pri1U.n' concern to Member 'states today .in 'their: endE!.vo~r$to.acbievethe
objectives '·of . the UniteaNat~qtl' 1)eca~e,for Women: ~Bqual1t1·,DeveloPment and Peace,

:. ~:

~ I ,

World 'Conference of tlleUnitedNations Decade for Women 111

".', The k~~ 8lU1:SOeu1Ccltlb.c:t:l. ", ".:,
~~',,~,,; ':"", '.'c: '.... ,'. '.. ......'~. . ... "" ',."", '. f'.,.,

,;::,:i~,~~cii~l~~~,~t:s,~e,.c,,~~tio~t,'2062,(~It),~f'~2~Y::~97?.',,' ..,." . " .' . '.' " ':,' ,"
' .., , ......•.. , '. ,'.(" '.' .,." .'.... .., . ," " ., ' '; ." ,.,' . "' .. '. ' .

.,Recal1ingfurtllerGenera1Assembly reso19tion32/1400f 16,Decem1:»,er 197'7,
~, ..,4"'j'·'u,·' '. ': •.... ,..... . :". .......'",'~<: , .' '," ;

': ·COli~~ct~:~~ioie·cif:: the, ~~arat.oiyc~91ttee,;u:i."b~ '~~i:ia1to ,the "',
fur1;her-,p~~para~io~·~of';'~he.·:Wo:el~,ec;J,nrerebce·:bf,·the'l1ntt~d··N.t1(in1f'Dl!c~de'·'for"WomE!n,

"wh:l:cll' tbe, ..~~~~i.,l,4s~!~b~i,d~·c~ded .~t()'·.~~nve~e.·· iU'·',19rQ., '~lli'lti "'resolutfon'3520'"'(~) .
of lS .: December 1975;, , " . "." .;,'. " " '. '. '. ".

"., ,ltecai11.nSGeneral A8s~ly' r.solu~:l.on,s 3~20.·(xxX)of·is'December· ).975?l .32/138 .
4tld~2114P of. 16 J)ecellber 19~7•. an4: Ec~no~d:cat1d,Social~Counef:1re891utfons 1999 (LX)
of 12Ma11976 and 2062·, (UIlraf 12, Hay' 1977,., , . '

• . "r ;"',' ,

,'... •• ,., .".... '. ." (1;;::],' .,'. • .... .,' r :>: .... .~:. '~"...,>' ..••. -: .• .... .' . "~ ••

. .: :... ~~l~' .'·'Re9.~ests,.,i~~ Pr~~:~d:~~~o I\o~n~~ •.t.,af~e~',co~~ul~at~QIl'withreglonal .."
I~O~p.Y.twenty~fJvem_~~ts ()f tbe'reparato~Co_it'~ee'for >"the Worlit.Cotlference'
of·the.Utlit,ecl,Nation8Decad~,~or~0_11,onthe.·basJ,80f "'equftablegeographical
ct18trll)u~lo,Ji.'aii"cl~aklrt8'~int~'aecount·.t:b_expe~i.n·ce',atfd' 'the.···i!xpertlse.ofmemb~rs' ,of
tbeCo'llads810n. 'will meet"froDi\!~;to'303une;\1918;.;' "~.>~' i; ,;.;' '.' v: ',~.'

'.-. ~. '" :.;;., ',.Y''Y;~",'--,_ ' ._ ", ., . ,',. - , "

. ',>" .·;·2,~,o;,.i~4t"e8t8·'·~heSe~re~~tibener.l'to";pr.~~S.·~o.'the' Geileral:'A~8emblythe :..
IIPprdpri.t:e.·p~rsdl1neland·f~~eialt.sourc;es·fol'the:Worlac::onferen~eof'the'·Unite4
R~,tf:dtl,.. Depade'f'orWOIlen," in-:tbe 'l:1ght'of '~theproP~8~1'8.of .tbe'·prepar~toryCommittee.

"I' ': .~ ·i.·,:, ..... i~ , """""".~ ,..,''',_ ,'{,~ .;. ~""" >.' i'" :' ~J, • 7t

. ','

)00"'._1.~.1/6,,~.·e.e pa.ra'. 90-92 of t~epre...sent. ~ep.ort•.
12 See paras. 93-95 of tbepresentreport, and chap ~ IX below, resolution
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Aware of the need to drall up an action-oriented' agenda for the World Conference
oftbeUnited Nations Decade for Women, to be held in 1980,

1. Recommends, ,tbesubtbeme °Em~loYUlent,Healthand~ducation" for the, World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, to behe~d: in 1980, whose. over""
all 'objective Will ,contitlue to be the review and evaluation of theprqgress '.ma.de in
tbefirsthalfo,fthe,Decaete~andtor;ecOJDlllend n~ces.ary ,chang~s., and r.eadjust~ent~·
for the second half. of the Decade, in·order .. to. attain equality,· development'an:dp~ace;

2".','.Recommends 'further tbat 'the<Worldc~nference,placeemphasis on 'ela,.borating
newstfate8ies,f()r1.~t.egr~t1ll.g,woJllenintQ 1:ge,clevelgplllental process"., P~f.1:ipularly

,'by;,pt;0iDo~$n8 ·;~c~npm~c-·a1:l4·~plo~nt bpport~~ities()ri .an'equ~l' .footi~g"~.~b. 'mC!D:.. '
thJ;o~8h,inter..Alia,theprovis;1~nof adequate liealt~ and educational facilities.', "
andtl'lat'thept:eparatpry,workfc.rtbeConferencebe carried o.ut~ccor<l:l.ii81y;" ' c", "

• " _;'" ',_". . '. • '. ~. • . ,"'. 0:.. ,~.

3.•. ',·Rec,ogn:Lzes that both theconteptsfJi. ,andth.•. pr.oj ects related to each of
tl1ethree~bove-~entioneclareasof 'conce:rn wo~14. diffe'r, froJll,c()Unt:r:yto,country;. I

...' . . .: .' -." ; ."'

,:4~,'Reques.ts,il.le"seci~tai'y~GeQer,.lto.~i~eJllate ,t1iepresen~' resolution,
toge~her 1I1ththelist of topics sugges,ted .in its anne~.• to a~l.)femb~~,St.tes;

. ',-. . - ", " '.'.·,·t " . .. 1','"

S·.Inv:i_te8,H_be:r'State~,to pr~$~t tor~glo~lpreparat()ry1lieeting8and
seminars.whichmigbt ,t.o be held in ,l~79"an~/tJ~ to tb~ "WorldCPl1fel"ence 'l.tself". ,'_
reportsonnationale;K,perience wbtch would4nclude. ,<1nteralia. epec1fieinformation
on projects relatedto'the'topic.rsQggesteclin'thea!inex to the present resolution"
or on other projects connected with the fields'of,eatployment, health and education;

6. 'Recognizes the great importance of such inf()r1D8tionfor Hembe~Stat.e8ill"

planning their 'own strategies in these three closely related fields of endeavour;
'. . . . , " "

7. RequeststbeSecretary-General to present to the World Conference an
analysis of the material in the above-.ntipned reports of loJ_berStates, paYing"
particular attention to listing and describing their projects in the three fields
menti()n.ed above;'

-8. Takes, note of 'the developments of the 'Inter-~gency Programme described in
document Al32117S and particularly the topics mentioned inparagrapbs 14 t:Q~16;

9., Recommends that regional .co=dssiol1.s t in, cOllvening seminars and. _e~ings·
in tbeframework of Council resolution 2062 (LXII) of,12 May 1979, devote some of

, those regional andsubregional meetings to,'practical and country-oriented topics. and
that,t"e reports of those 1Ileetings be submitted to the Conference;

. .",

10. Requests the' specialized agencies" especialiy the International Labour
Organisation, the World Health Organization, the United Nations Educational,
Scientificran..d,Cultural Oraal'i:l:zation,'..the Food .nd Agriculture Organization of'the
United Nations and the United Nations Children's Fund, to prepare, with the
Co-operation of the regional co.missions, region-wide reports for the World
Conference, in particular evaluating progress in substantive areas and progra.es
for which they have special competence and responsibiliti~s.

-9-
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. . - .

l'Aco..-.er;.erat:l.qprojectafol" 110" I1vtna:ln' ur'ban81uma or in rural or
,-clcWar:dal'ea. . - . c" rI' ,

Pr_tion. ofandtralll.:ln, Inincoae-ra:l.slnl groupactivit:Les for women
l:l.v:lna :l.1l'rural'areasalldinurbansluu . , '

Le.al ..:ld-pto.rat ••
«

2i '; ~r":I:ft~lla.cb"..botbel"Jltary 'AAd ·• ..elv.need, for women_»101ed 'in'
itlc1U1tl"y . ,

3.· '. 'Vocf,t.:l.onalttailli na
SOC1.l.uP'ort··••tv~c•• 'to' enabl. par.elltato eoab.ineellP~oJ1ll'ntandhome\
cat.

7.

9. Pr01M)c:loD of education in .the 'fields of health, nutrition and f'aml1y
, .~

plannina

,

12. Prolra "•• to_ke~oth fonaal and non-formal education available to girls
C~C~~_~_iac1¥~eD

10.. ProlE. e. to.cbieve functional literacy.

11. Accelerated coursesq£educat:loll

. 13. Pr'oet:i01l 'pf~ducatloll relevant to the needs .of developing econ01llies.,

Education

1Iealth

.-,atacl '.Topic.· forCo.."t and,.lnfonaat:lon,,'

M_be.. ,,'ltat......"'1,,.lte4to,a.lecttboa. to»ica,oll 9h:Lcbtb~y bav.e pa:rt~cular,
proj.ct•••• .,.11 •• to.:Lv.:t.nfonat:to"on.,oth.rproje~t.fal1inlunderthe
jthr•• 'bto•• ,.,••• of.ployatllt. health'and/eclucation.

-10-
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VIII

:The 'effects of apartheid ott the status of w()lIteti" 13t

~, <; ~": ,. "-"',' " ,".' .. -.' ." -
The' Economic and, Social" Council,

j -.-, • "" ~.', (,.".,;~;"~ \:'i.'.,:: '.'-'~f .. : ':r~ , '.: ,.-~, ..»_~:." ,\ ? ••• ,,',:f. ,~C"'~r . ,i .~ .... , :.:- ,
,,. ;, s·,,'#o ; .".. -~, r',~ t

'Reeall:in8" General ".Asselllbly';'re~olution;32/10.5B>of,'14December;1977~;tn' "Which"tl1e
Assembly proclaimed the year 1978 as,IntemationalAnti-ApartheidYear, "

,. , , t:, " ',!,. _ 11:

, '

Takingnote.of thetepor~t()f,theSectetary-Ge~ir~l()lttbeeffectsof'aeartheid
on 'the' status of womE!n in Sol1th"'Afrlca.Nalld.o;l.a 8n4 Southern Rboaes~a'l(E1'cN. 6/61:9), ,

, -.~ '.... ,,'.~' : ,.."".. ' ,~ • . ' '~~,:? ;'" ,'. -,: /1

seriously~·~;~onb~rhedabotit. ,the":lnh!1JD18n' cObd:i.i:ionsi'to' wh:tt~h ,'theoppresied' peoples"
of southern Africa,includirig women, are subjected.' "', ... ,~. ';, ' '. ,

"

, ,Aw.ret,hat wpmen in,So.uthernAfrica are perpetually"depr'ived"of' their' rights .as
'adu~~~ be~ause .C?f" the,i~J.~gal, a~bitrary' and,' racist, apartheid, system" ," ".

_"f ..... :, ';tf~ ."_~"'-~-':' . :..~ .; 1:.r: ",' ,/ ..' t '.;., ...... " .r <s:«> ,!;,-~, .)irl·'.:,:--' ",.": ~_.':.;~ ~':1

Noting with deep concern the :fate' of Mrs.Winnie Mandela and othex'-:w'bo:are at
pl".e.Eient on t~ial .inSouth Africa,. "

.,~:-;' ',' 1'•. -: "~',.,' ,: t r r: "';.'1,- ,': ''; ••~ r,1:~~: .e ',~:.. ."

, ,'Vigorously condemutnS the activities 'and practices of, the ,transnat'iana1'
corporations~nSouthern Afric.a, which are inc,ompatiblewfth United Nations
resolutions, , ",

l! ~ 4;,t-·. ,..',.

Noting witbappreciation the contribution so'far'made by Memb.·erStates and,bY
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to'the'United'Nations~assistance

progr81ll1lles for Southern Afric8- ... the 'United Nations Trust 'Fund ,forSouthAfjoica.;~'the.'
United Nations Institute for Namibia and the United·Nations !ducationaland Tralh1ng'
Px:ogrammefor Southern Africa, ,.

,.. \,

Expressing its concern, hp:wev~r, at the fact that the assistance received to
date falls short of' the needs of women, ~.

1. 'Condemns most cat.egorically the shameful practice of apartheid and racial
discrimination, which keeps 'the 'women of" SO'Uth"Africa, .Southern Rhodesia and Na...:Lbi~l
,in inhuman conditionsi '

-::."',

-11-

13/ See paras. 137-143 of the present report.

"2. Urges all Governments, intergovernmental' and-non-governmental ~rganizations
and specialized .agencies to take the necessary measures with a view to completely
isolati~g theracist.regimeeofSouthern Africa;' .

3. Urges all Governments,intergovernmerita1 and non-governmental ~rganlzations,
the United Nations and its specialized agencies to c~ntr:lbute generously tothe~"~""

.United Nations assistance programmes for'Sout"hem Afric£a',· throughfinaneia1' 'support
and other' assistance;



4. 'ICQ!l!!d! to the Con.ult.ttv. CaII£tt•• Oft th.Volunt.ryrua4 to~ the
11Iltt.dN.t1on.·D.c:.d.!o~ W.. that it t.le.th.n.c••••ry .t.p. to ,n.u't" that­
r••ourc•• fIOllth.Vo~ullt.ry'unclar. uI.dtt p~ovtc1. 1••al.t. towtJIII.n :f.n
Southern Afrtc., .

5. . A2I!!l! to """.r .8t.t••, 1ftClr.ov.fftMut.ll"d.norl-,ov.fmHftt.l. . .
orllnt.ation••nct Ip.ct.lll.cI "allc~., to.,.#ttr.ifttnl.~halat'.h'tp.totb. WOINft of
Southern Africa, . .

>' .. ,6. _ ••~. ill'f!~or4.n4.,vith.~en~~~1~~1.1'1)Lr ••olut'~l\ 3280 -eXXIX),J 10
-Dle-ab.f.l".,pir.ll.ph6·,io:,.vit, .... -froa tb. lihar.t£ollllOv...nt.of Soutb.fa
Af~J:$c, .lacapt••ct .• b,e"a ·Or,.ni"tion of Afrtcau.<Untty to •"'ftt4ipat. .'O&.6IV"'· iA
(,tb~futur•.••••ion. afth.C"i••i.ol\~h•.St.tu.of ~WoDl.n .n~ ...titl•• ottb.
~repar.toQ co_tte•• for th.Worlet Con(I..lncl·of ~h. Ullt~.cI ••eioft.D.c.d••tor
WOMIt.tob,hald :1.111980;-

-.. ..7. .. I.co••adlto the 'r,p.7:&t07:, C-.1tt.. for th,World Confer'nee that
it :l.nelud, ift- th..••nd.o! th'Conf,rlnc. th.:1t••ntitleet ff!lf.'ct. ot.!2.rth.1.~ on
wo_a In Southl_ Afriean , ' .,

_8. .ltl9.U1.tl tb•. S,cl'.tatY-C.lral to have the cOIIIpetent Unit.ell.tion. Oflane '
and ,plcial:L••d, ...ol••. eol1ec.t .udd:l....:lu.t.1nfoftl.t:lofton the ,t.tu. of tb.
wo••n v1ct1ll1.ld byaparthe:l.c1l . .

9... Put:th.rr'9u'ltl.the:S,cl'.t.t:y-Q••r~1 to.tabmit to the COiBi••:lonotl the
Statu. of WQ..-n, 011. the bait. of. .tud:l." already._deon the queat:l.on of
traoln.t:l.onal corpor.t:l.onl, a 1eport on the detr:l.mental effectl of the o&jeet~ve. of
tr....n.tional _cpl'porat:toa..nd th.1J: d:l..cr:l.II:I.DatO~ empJ,oyment practiee.on the'"
atatu. ofwoa.n 1n South'I'Il.Afric.; .

10. Alaol'eguestath. Secretary-Ceneral, in collaboration with the Economic
Oo-.1••:l.on ~orAfrica) to have'appropr:l.ate train1.nl prolrammes organized fot the
wollen of Southern. Africa. . .

B.uJ)raft decis:l.onreco_ended for adoption-bY theCoune11

2. The Co.-iss:lon on the Status ofVo18en reeo_ended the following draft decision
(~for adoption bytbe Bco~oUc and Soc:l.al Council:

World Conference to COIIbat.Racis1D'and Racial Discrimination 14/-
. .

The IcOD~c and Social Council decide.. in accordance ~1th General Aaseably
,rqolu1"J.01l 32/1990£ 16 Deceaber 1977, to de.ipateMrs. Sonja Fredgardhto represent
CM Qc;, .. 1••1on OD tb. Statu. of WOMD.. inthee.apacityof "observer. ·at the World
Coofer_c. to CoIIbat Rac:i.. anet Racial Discrimination to be held ~tGeneva frOll
14 to 25 Auau*t 1978~

~41 See ,.r..~ 201 and 202 of tbe present report and, for the financial
"11c.t~, ,.r.~ 14 of .n.~ 111•.

•
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15/ See. paras. 96-99 of the present report.

1§.! FAO Council, document CL 66/IEP/S, para. 39.

1. , Notes that. in accordance with Gelleral Asseably re80luticnts 311179 of 21
December 1976 and 32/183 of 19 December 1977, a United Rations COnference on Tecbaical
Co-operation among Developing Countries will be held at Buenos,A1re.froa30 Ausust tto
12 Septembet 1978; .

.. -- _._--

. ,aepallihl .re.olut:l.on31 ac10pted '., at. ttieWo~ldConferell~e.·pf'the Intetnat~onal
Women'. Y••r, in which the Conference requested.1.nereasecl p.rtic~~pation<ofWOJleIl in
internationalc;onferences, .nd the Wo.rldP,lan of,Actioza for tbeIapl.-tationof the
Objective. of the International Women:'sYear,.iD·.wbich tbe Conference 8tate(fthat
wolllenlhouldbave equ.l opportunity with men to represent theircountrlesin'all
international forUlllS and in particular at'meetings ofth. or8~nizat1ons ofthetJnit,d
~at:l.on..y.~., ' ," . ," .

. ,Recall:1.na'also. that ,:1n its resolution•• 3342 (DIX) of 17 ,.Dec..erI974aud ,3524
(XXX) oflS December;197S,onthe integration,()f woaen inideveloPMDt',tbeGeneral
Assembly urged Govermnents to'give sust'ainedattentionto,. theintepat1.cmof woaen
in the plannins,formulation, design and 1JIpl-.entatloDof'develo""'t projects and

. . - . , ..

progr_es, ; ,

C. l ••o~utionsado~tedbytheCommissionwbichreguire action by the Council
~ ~ ..

3. The Co.-1••10n on the Status of Women adopted the following resolutioDs'which
I . '

require 'action by the Economic and Social 'Council:' ':. ;
, ,

.5 (XXVII). Women, :l.ndevelopment'·intemat:l.ollal conferences.ISI

The Co_i••ion on the· Status of WomeD, ,

2;. Notes with interest that the World HealthOr88Dization ,and-' the United·
Nat:l.onsCh:l.ldrel1,' s Fund, 'pursuant to resolutton WBA.28.88 anc1 WBA.29.19 of the, WOt"ld
Health Assembly "alldto the decision taken by :'the Bxeeut1ve Boarc1:of the Unitec1 .atioU
Children' 11 Fund at its 1977 session, will ho1dan~'International ConferenceOtlP~_ry
Health Care at Alma Ata in September 1978; - /- .'

3. Takes note of the decifjionadoptedbythe CoUncil of the 1'004 -.d
Agriculture Organization oftbe United Nations at its sixty-sixth .e.sion 16/ to
convene a World Conference on Agrarian Reforll aad.B.uralDevelop.ent, whicb ...0

supported by the Economic and ,Social Counci110 ~tsresollltiOD.1967 (LU)of 30 Jul,.
1975; further Ilotes 'resolution 13/77 of the rood .. AarleUlture.oraanizat1.on of the
United Nations calling for that Conference to be held .ch.. :In .Ju11 1979 aDd
particularly welcomes resolution 14/77 of the rooaaod Asric:ulture0r8anization of tbe
United Nations on the integration of w~ in rural develoPMnt,t which were both ,
adopted by the Conference at i·ts n1l1eteenth 8e••ion of that oraaalzatioD la lIov~'
1977;

n



-.

;. :"

,_.~.,

" ...", _ .. ,_. " ", ,,"" .. ".'i.\::,"" _,:~.:;:'~."~'l<:.:': __ : _1;_'_~~:'·~~~.. ~i ',V':-""" " i ~-:, :,{J ._,"

(a) That women are :tnvo1ved in -: the <planning 'stases' of:1nternationa1.)'
".·,:conference,s ,cAlncli..re-;$nc1u~!9-{~P;~~~.·8ovem.e~ta).,4e~elatJ..o.1l8~.\' r. ~~.

a.ttendiugthe abqv~pa~nt~lle~'Co~etences;', .. :,~."

.,~' -, ",' , .. - ..' ..' - .. ," .... -' ',:'~, , .. .. .. " ..:', - .." .. - .. :- ,\ .. .. .. " .., ' .. .. ,_., , ".. ~.' - .....", _.. ,'-'.. .'

(b)" ,.'lhat. the·topicof,i""o~:;and,,4.e:Vc.~pp.eJlt. .~e, inclll~.e4.1l1~~p1p:~he .•,~ ,'., \~
SUbstan~iyediac\l8.,~OU"Qf.:tbe.C()p.f,ere.~c~~an4.lfhe~e.,,~pp~ppr,~4lte.,.rc', "

becollslder;ed as ,a. se"arate .~a8enda .'it~; .
,-",' ~:..'" .'.. ,. . ',.~, ,:.. IJ " '; (,:e ',. _.11>'.' '.. '.. ' .. : <' ': i' . .;:

···~e)'···· That,~he.'~eco_.ndation,.7;elat..e4 .. to ·;women.;.and de,,~l()p~nt ..e,~r8~ria .:
;. ... ;. from ~be~"Qv."f.a~ioqed:;~C?nf~e~.~q~~,.,...Qf:l' av,11.b1e ....~for.:"theCo~lss,~C?n' ,

onthe.St.tua. 0.£ ~omf!1rl, at !t8,:t~e~~Yl(~1,lJ.,t~se~s:L.on.aI\4.f()~,~he :>
Wo{ld Conferenc~o~, ..the ,qnited:~,t~~n8.):,.ecadefor Women. to be .
beld,ln .trall;1,n.: :198Q;.~" ..' "~.. . . r .. ..

',':,~~'.~'

s.

9 (XXVII).
.". . . (:f .f. ,;~.. ., - '" .. ' .".' '._ \, . '.. ;. ' . ',,--,' . ,'.'.. .' \,

lbeCo~8!ionon~heStatus of .,Women in the cQnt,ext of the
restructurin . of tbe econODdc and social sectors of the
U,ited Natioq'8;r,t_17

'the .Qo.IS8;1')l1. on the.. Statu, of W01llen.
, . . . . _.... . . .'. -.".. , j., "".

. ~-- ~.

,.

Recalling paragraphs ,10 and 11 of the annex to General AsselDbly ~~esolution 321197
of 20 J)eceaber 1977 t in which the EconolQic and Social Council was X'eq\)ested to x:egroup
the tetDaof reference of its subsidiary bodies or to assume 4irect ,r~sponsibility for
tbeirwork.

:.4... -ra1(~snote~aiso,of ,Ee6n~~cand'SoC1,al_:C()unc~i te'solut19n2()28'(ixX) . of 4
AUlu8;t ...1976,*,d~.q;"l!=} ,Aa.eDlblY.l;es()1\1t1.9n 31/:L.~4.of ....~1;D.e~embe:t" .;;1~.7~..:t.n ,.wbich~~it ,
was' .decided :;to ,convene the l1n:LtedNat:tq~~'pppfere~1.(~~Qn,:~~i.-mc.~.,at'.4.~e~1inp~()g1.f9~,
De:velopmeltt -4.u 1979 at Vieruuu·, .. ' ~ ., /;:' '" ' . .

, ' .. ',-'

,'"

(d) That national and regional forums and a~tivities related to'women
.,~nd,develop_nt·.be :o.rlalli~e4~o p~ovideat1 :1lQport~nt inpu~.Jor ."

.consideration·~at tb~,."Ye-.entionedConferences, in connexion with·
. _ _ ." .' '. _.:',' .". 0' . ", ..... ' ... __ '_ . ..".,.. ". .,' ' .. -': . e_,' n', .'._, .' -':.'4 ,_ '"

",hich .the 'p~~~~clpat:lOl,lof .},ot1t.··governmenta~·,ancJnon~S9v~~ental, .
~rlanizat1ons· ·i,. reco..nded for thedev~~Qpment of .natiQnaltJ,nf}./or "
~egional8uide11nes. and p~osr._e8 of ac~ion; : ! ", .

6. ·l:nvit~s. ,tbe. Econolll1c ,. alid Social Ccnmc.i1~o ~eco_end to .the FOQd and .
Aattcultur.e Qrganization of. t~~ Unlte~,Nations tha.tat the, 1979 World' Conference on
Agrarian Reformaoel Rural Deve1opment,a p~o8raDDDe of aetiQn'forrural wome~ in
agrarian r.eform and rural development {, be developed and a4opted; , 1

7.,. Inv.ites th~ Food an4"'.Asri'C\11ture or8anizat1~o(tbe United Nations' and. the
World BealthOrganization' tQ. ~eport' to ~each se$stonaf tlu~ Comias'ion .on" the Status of
Wo-en on the1l: activities ~elat~d to wpmen and"developllent. .
.'; "'.,

17/ See paras • 178-181 of the pre·.ent report.
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"Takinl into account that t:he General Assembly, inresolutlon. 3520 '<xxx) of IS
December,197S, .appealed.etotheAd Hoc CODIID1tteeon'tbe.Restructur1:ng of the EcoDomic
andS:oclal Sectors of the 'UD1tedN.ti~nsSyst_toeu,suretbat "the,machinerydes.18Ded
to deal w1tbquestionsrelatiDgtoWOlleD ~estreDgtheDed, particularly .the 1:01e o.f the'
'C0DIID18el~Don tbe, StatusofWoaen ancltheproce4ureeestabl:t'shed for system-Wide
review and appraisai of'the World'Planof'Action'fo~theImplementation of the
Objectiveso'f the International Women's Year,

-". .

Convinced,tbatit-disch8,;ges·importantand essential functions with a vi.ew to tile
adv8Dceaent' of women, "

.,Convinced also th8t its membersbip, ,whiCh was established '11;l' the light of its
objectives, makes it a specialorganwithintbe United ,Nations, ,

nl .

',~ ,

..

)D

the
JS of

1., Invites the Economic and Soeial Council, in tbe ,course of tbe review I

relating to. tbe restructurinl of the ecoDoadcand ,,'social'organs ,of the United Nations
system, , to take 'a,ccount 'oftbe ()~ig~nality and spec1f1city of the 'Work Qf the
C01IIId,s8ion on .the Status 'ofWOmen; , , . .:

2. Accorflingly invites the Econgmic and Social Council to retain the
CoDD1ss10n;

3. Invites the EcoDomicand Social Council to cons1der reelefining and
strengthening, if necessary, the terms 'pf reference oftbe Co.1ss1on'iD tbe light of
the ,adelitional tasks it 1IlUSt nowass'Ulle as a result of. the evolut:lon.1n the status of
womenp and especially ta1d:na into account the.obstacles.which remain tobeoverCOll"!
in order to ac1,lieve tbe Int,earation of wOllen into the, development process;

,4. Reguests the Econoll1c and Social Council to ~nvi~a8e holcfi:n8 tbe twenty­
eighth session' of theCo.-1ssion beffif~-·thc..,yorld Conf~rence for the United Nation,
Decade for Women, to b~ held in 1.980. "\~ , ,

D. Resolutions and decision adopted by)) the Col.t~Sion which' a.~e bro1iaht
tD the attention of the Council" ."

4. The CO..i8si~n on the Status of Women adopted the following draft resolutions and
-\ . , .

draft decision (wh~chare brought to the at,tention of the EconOllic and Soc:lal Council
for the texts, see chapter IX of the present report):

l/197
~roup

, for

Resolution 1 (XXVII)

Resolution 2 (XXVII)

llesolut:lon 6 (XXVII)

Resolution 7 (XXVII)

Measures to combat prostitution

Co-operation with int~rgovernmeDtalbodies
outside the United Nations .yst.

Inclusion of the questioD of conaumer'protectioD
in the ~rogr.... of Action for the aecond half of
the United Nations Decade for Women

Protection of women and children in eaeraency and
araed conflict in the struggle for peace, se1f­
determination, national liberation and independence

-IS-

\.'
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Review and appraisal "off':proareiis'aehie\ttidin :'the .
1mplemen~.tion of.~he~orld'Plan Of~e.'ttonfor .'
'the'Impl.eaentationo'f the 'Obj ect~:V'es"ol'the
IntemationaIW~en's Year' -:

,Reuniting of familieswhohavebeenvict:1ms of
apartheid

necision2,(XXVIl)

Resolution 8 (XXVII)
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INTERNATIONAJ.,INSTlUMENTS'ANI)STANDDJ>SRELATING,TO:.THE ,
STATUS,aF.,WOMEN:.", .IMPLEMENTATION OF THE, DEC1.ARATION ON .
'THE"ELIMINAt'IONOFD,ISCRIHlNATIONAGAINSTWOMEN

11" ,.

....17- .

7. Most· representat:f.v:es addressed" tbemselves'to 'thes:ltua~!pn 'prevailing' in tbeit
countries with re8ardto,thedej~re'andde,factoimp1ementatboftbe Declaration
of theE1:11.inat:l.on of Discrimination against women and totbemostrecent D

developments ,oln that regard. While many representatives expanded on tbe:lnfo~tI.Atl.
anaJyse4in tbe report, a few elabor.ted inlreat detail because their GoveriuDea~"
bad ,not proVided ,the ,information,'reqllested. " It was explained tbat ,that wasuot","
because of a e1i_ination of discrimination against Women was cons~deredof paramOunt
importance. Amons"the reasons for not reply:!:ng weretbelllany requests for .

l!/ A/32/216 and Corr.l and Add.l and 2•

5• TheCommissiollcos'idered item 3 of its agenda at its 682n<1 to 685tb meetings, on
* .

21 :and 22 Marcb 1978. \\ It hadbeforeittbe 'report of. tbe Secretary-General on tbe '
promotion of. full equality of women ,and men in all spberes of life in accordancew:l.tb
international standards and tbe ,Declaration on ,the Elimination of Discr:1l1lin'it::l.on,
against W0inensu~mitted to tbeGeneralAssemblyatitstbirty-seconcisession. 181

6.Intro~uciingt,he1'epot't,:tbe repre8en~ativeof the Centrelar Social Development
t - .:. -.: : j " '~'- , - ~. " _ - _ "',' ' ,- -','" - _- - (/ ' ._ . , , " .- _ _' , _ ", -: ;,' ' -', :,.

and "Huma-aitarianAffairsexplainedtl1at,itwas basedonrepliestoarequdst ,for
informatio~madeby'tbeSecr~tary-Generalondevelopments tbat bad taken place ,stl1ce
June 1976'-.,Replieswerereceivedfrom,31Govermients,7spec:lalizedagenciesalld.'l~
non-governmental orsat.lizations. ",After referring to ' tbe legtsla't:lvemandates' which
called for the preparation of tltereport,sbestatedtbat tbeinformation.,received
was diverse and fragmentary. Some repliesdealtmain1ywftb broad trends and
policies, ,otbe'r.s.e.Phasizedlegislationand otber measures undertaken in','·
implementatfonof ,specific articles' of ,the' Declaration ,or,.,someaspectstbex-eof li. In
some ,instances~ . the f,ocuswason ,special, le8islat~veactionsu~has the removal. of'
d1scriminatIon against women in tbefie1cfoff8Ddly law and property rigbtsor the
enactJllent ofl:eg'il.slation, embodyi,ttgthe principle of equal pay for work of .equal" I

value., In other cases. attention was focused on·tbee8tabl:t._ntorimprov_eD,~·'of

, 'facilities of all types to ena&lewomen to takeadvantageofoppo~tunities,for

..education, training and 'employment ,bearinginmindtbeneedto enc.9uragetheato
take a mo:r:e"active role in' tbe life' of society• Because of tile' ,relatively small ..
numherof repl:l.esand' fragmented or iimitedcoverage,'ithad Dot been possible to
make a global analysis-of the situation., Jic)wever, progress, in tbe condition of
womena~d towards equality of women witb.menwas ~clearly manifested,anet?the .
diseriminat:lon based on sex and to the advancement of women. The. replies also sbowed
tbat the 'problems ·confrontf.ng Member States are; complex and not'''readi1y aMnuleto'
legal or administrative actfon.Tberewas a real:1zatii)1t, sJ1estatid,thatexisting',
obstacles such' as trad:i.tionand 'general' 'socfa-economic conditions 'reqUired a 'long- .
term effort by Governments IInd private entities to be overcome. ,~
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19/ Official a.eeords of the :EeOnoaic and' Social Council, Sixty-second' Session,
!!J9:f!!emt: .... :3 (£/S909)., ehap. I, draft resolution I •. /annex. .

. .

10,. ..All"b.:t._~.ast"e.dtbat:l.t waa.most :1mportantto8ivepublic:l.ty to the
pnvl_t•• 'of·tbeDt.c.la-ratlonat the national1evel. intbenational language and
UVV8,tbat WQuld-reacb all sel_entlaf the population, since women . arid men were
.tin f...f~be.tttl·f.tlia,,·w1tbsucbpr()vislons'1.n spite of~ommendable'efforts
wade ~otM.t e£fectil1ce-rtain countr.:Les.

. , ,

It\ff)mat£6t\f@ti@~:Vetlffb1l\tfu!S@cfstar.iAt ;elte dupl1catlofi implicit :l.nsueh tequests •
. '" pii'ftl~ulfll-thtuiefl!lltifiltot:heimplementation of the Deel.rationand the
1I\Pl@l\\ifttitt16ftt'!e:h'!Worltt»1Ift.OfActionfortbe Xmplemlfitatiofiof the Objectives
of th~ tntaft\AtlOllll <Wt)l\U~ft'IYelrtal wel1 ••>thelhort time al1owldforsubmitting
~'»lttl<,I@vefAlfep't••el\tiltiv.l~ula••t.d tba~.bl!ttef re,lpOnee misht be achieved
.If, vhlreVi' pt)l.ttbii.feporti~1.,Item.lcould,beil.nteltated 'and improved by
CO\\ctlttttattftlot\fe'1:uelttftl ftulnt:l.f:l.abl@1ftformat:l.on on key-ilu.ues. It was also
Igl.".~,tl\at.t.poftiftllibOUldCOftCenttateonwltatremalned ,to 'be done rather than
Wb&t ,hAG h.," '~u~bte\t.d., .' '.

1\ . ,~h.re·, ..1.lin@ya1alfe_nilft\fttbat. tl1el*tuat:l.on. of' women, had, improved' both $ ..'
J!~!~.at\drU,lI'~9-t ,tt..w'I\1lt@ii.tatect~hlt .. the aWlttetU!II'O£ "the ne.d,to . iUlP1eIDfi!nt
.tt\l." It\cl ·11\ fAet ·thepflttei'pl.el Of· theDec14rationhacl crystallized in the creation
otn..t1()t\.1.~hitUlfY~Ol''ttln~ldvaftc':mlnto£womenof ,various, types,andstruetur,es,
wlthlh .. tbaCo':Vi~ft\lel\ttoutaj.dtthtGovern\Uent or, pa'ttlYI~Vef:.et\tal. .The view was
·..·t••••tltbat, 'th.i."~t.l\t~challl".that bad oecurred,ll:tlnil~eant aet:Lvitiesof .
h.t)-tO~tt\\lil\t..lt)rl.~i.flt.totl' 11\ vhfcltwomerrplayed.a vital' tole. However, the
~O\\••t\,u'VI..th..·t.\lttb. rel\e!tlt\lto·:bedone •. :1norder to ·translate 1e8111 equality
11\\0 i!. ..tt9'lc9*ttu&l t t y.. " . . .,..

9.., the ~.:pl".let\t.t1\t,e.ot the ,loc:la1.iltCQUntr1ea remp'tk~d tbatintbeir countries
_tt.~.:te1..ttq tt,lVOllenwere'be:l.q,·dfla1t w:Ltnln .,,«l.b1shlysat:l.sfaetory 1!J8nner in
~tb l.gtUttlvil at\dp~l.c·tlC1.1tel1ll. , Wo.••n in their .eoUa.tries<hadunli1Di~ed
OP"l'tUftltt.l:t~)a~ttclpatetn ,all ••pact'- of life,. '. The efforts of their "
.'ft~t. l8l:tl dl..Actedat .cl'.atl~lopt:l.IlUlll>cond:l.t:1ons for WOr1hd.:l.ly life,
1.t~\}'f._4 tbe1:ea-rll\8 ofcltildren-in. ahort •. foral! a·$pects"of life. . e.

. . ., - .

U", . VtdtTdpect totbede juresltu~t:f.onof women. many rtapresentatives referred.
i;o~~"\lti_alorlesls1ati\te,rovlsions. ~fa seneral nature,wh~therin,.! .:',».

__ .•~fo1: ..... t:taeo1:t'ecell~lY'enacted.embodying . the principles of equal rights'--_. 'of ..eo. :aD,d ..en.' and/or .theprohlhition of .. disctimination .against, women. Others
.-dOlled efforts under way awed at the elimination of eXisting discriminatory
leataatiou. "Dlv41:ious !ustaueesrefereuce Was made, to the :t'atificationof .
i---.tloaal iDstraaeut.sdealing with women' srighte or to the recent ratific$tion
Of 'IIlhrU.'tioualCoVetUltlt80D HUUD Itghts. , Several representatives e:1q)ref3sed the
~·dI.ttlteGeDeralAsseably•.•t<;)it" thil.'ty-tbird session. would adopt the
Cu&$2f..w.aa the BUmnatioll of Discr1m;lnationagainst Women. 191 . 'Suchan
Dast:n.. ' !ct~ 0DCe ratifiec1, lfOuld beco1lel~8allybindfng among States partie$to. it
aM ...:lfiI.acce1er-e p:r08ress.towardsuniversal .acceptance ,of eqQality of women and
... "'dIe eU.tJlat:ioD 'of all fOra8 ..ofaisc~1minatien against women,

.(~~;'.
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20/ General Assembly resolution 640 (VII).
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- '12. Referring to specific legislative action, several representatives mentioned
laws giving women the'right.tovote and to be elected. Intbatconte~t,one

.representative announced that her Government' had lifted'itsreservat1on concet1J'19g
the· ratification.of the Convention.0n.,·th~Polit:(c.lRightsof:Women,...20Iwh1~b~."oul;4.

, result"':l.nequality of access' of women with men to all public offices. Few , ~, .
representatives gave infonnationregarding the ,'nat:lonality ofprried. women.
Reference was made by anwnberof them: to recent legislation ens\lring equal rights
of women with men within the family, 'including.parental.rlghtsal1d·dutiesal1A/or ." 0

provisions provid'ing;women .. with . the 'rigbtto' administe,r·. tbeir:propertydurf,ng ,
,.rriage or inherit their husband's. proper,ty. Mention was made, in,onei~stance;,()f
the introduction of innovative principles such as the duty of both partners to .
co-operateincartying out domesticchores.·Reference was1bade,alsoto~bortion,
which either .had been legalized or .wa.sin"theprocess 'fo, being'so•.' The issue of

,traffic of 'women and exploitation of prostitution of women,wasDJent;Lotlea by.afew.:
representatives and the Commission was. urged. to attempt tofinda~solutiont()',\'~lte:,

problem. .' In the field of education several.representatives 'described 'recellt':. ..'
developments prOViding c.onstitutional.guarantees· for· free andcompuls()ryprimary~:~'

edueationfor allchfldren., Details, were provided on bow sucb:guarantees were,' ... ','
actually implemepted. In .the field of economic life, 'reference was made .torecent
legislativeenactments providing equal pay for workofequal'valueand.,tnone.
instance, the enactment of a new labour code ensuring,thepromotionaswell'ss,tbe
protection of working women.

13. Concerning the de facto situation of women, although' progress w~s noted in.
various instanceS4nd signifieant dataprovidedinisome;' c!ises,there'was agreement,
that the situation was still 'far from being,satisfactory and,that1iluch 'remained to ,
be 'done to translate legal provisions of equality and non-discrimination into . .
reality. TheDlainobstacle cited was the ,perpetuationof,traditional concepts of
the roles of women and men and their respective capabilities, which "p;t',evailedin
older and. younger countries'alike.Examples oftheimpact.ofsQclt,traditional
attitudes on the situation of women were, 'given. Forexampie, in the field of '..
education and employment, it was noted that even'where girls had equalaccesswitb
boys to education, 'including access to co-educational institutions providing a

, uniform curriculum, girls still tended to gravitate towards certaintra.ditfonal
di\,ciplinesor types of training which, in turn led theDl toconcen-t-r-ate,' later on"
in the tertiary'sectors of the economy. It was alsomentioned,dat in ti1D~sof
economic stress', women Were always the first to be laid off and that there was,a
tendency among women to refuse promotion to avoid humiliating theirbusballdswbo
earned less. Several representatives therefore expressed theconV'ictiont,hat '
unless there were profound changes of attitudes regarding tberole ofwomeband
men in society, legal action would not bring about actual equality. Efforts to
tbat end should have the full encouragement and ,financial 'supportofGovenunents~so
8st,ofacilitate the implementation of large-scale progreIDllles to educace pUblic
opinion. Reference was also made to affirmatiye action policies requiring ,
or:ganizations to be conscious of the need to give equal opportunity to W'omenin
their hiring and promotion policies.

t , ..,
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1$. "At the s'ame·1Deetins,.the repre$entative of the Federal Republic 'of Germany
prov~4ed~la;riftcationswitb.t:espect .to the stand o£his'Govermpen't on the Convention
for;tlt.·Sgppre8$ion .0£ "the Tra£f.ie:in .Persons and, of, the Exploitation of the'
ProstitlltionofOthers. 211 '

- -

'15;' '.Some·" :tepre.sellta~i'f!l. -:also":dr,ew .; attention" ",to the'p?oble11l, of' '. unemployment existing
:l.n,manycountri,.'1dlich 'cauaeclDUlterial,'.1ioral 8,lld .psychological suffer:f.ng to women.

. .. ~'.

'14. "Withoutden1:f.1llthe ·.specif:l.c1tyofwomen' s~'prC)ble1D8andthe.exte1\tofthe
proare......defn'dealiIlS· with 'thell, _, somerepresentat:Lveso~setvedthatthe , .

.1l'P'l".~eaelltofthe.tatu. Of1.fQaen,part1cularly'inthecleveloping .c01;lntries ,formed
,anlllte8ra1.patt:()f·tltee,li.iftation~of,."theijl)alance·betweendevelope4.and, developing
countrie••ctot·theplan~o'''8tablishthe·"ewintern~tional economic order,•. - '

':'

.: '·CollsideratioD"ofdralt ,.resolution·, and ,,'voting

16.: At tne 701st.Dleetinl. ,';t~erep~e8entativeof·~a1re.:()n"'behalfalso of F~ance,' .
·tbeN1ger:~1l4 Togo,introduc;ed .4raft're8~luti{)n'entitled"Mea~urestocombat
pr~st~tution~~",(E/CN~,6/L.738).$enegal .1Oftleci'-c,'s a 4JpOnsor.,' Subsequently, a revised
text' of,th~draftre801utlon(E1CN.6/L. 7381Rev.l) was introduced by the " -
reJ're8entativeOfZalre~ in~the light. of 'suS8est:l.ons.,made"byvarious representatives.

, '

, '. ,:f., ,,' ',' " _'," ,,- ,,-, " " " " " ."," , " , '~' "i" • , <,' '.

,,'11~~tt.he 702ndtll8:eting" 'on 4April1978.theCoDDDission a~\pptedthereviseddraft,
Te801utlon(fo'r the text, see c:hap.IX below,resolution 1 ,(XXVII).

21!General Assembly resolution 311 (IV). v.
,,'

-20-
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1:1:./ A/32/17S.

21. Under item 4 (c), the Commission had'before it a report of the Secretary­
General on reView and appraisal ofp,rogress achieved in the implementation of the
World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International

, -.- ."

Ill. DEVELOPMENTS.· RELATING .TO THEPROG!Wim FOR THE .UNITED NATIONS
DBPADE:F0R W0ME.N:. (A")IMP,Lf)jENTATION,OF THE-~ROGRAMMEFOR

o <TH~DECADE;(B) "PREP.ARATIONSFORTHEWO~D,CONFERBNCE ,OF .THE
<UNIT~J)NATION~ DECADEFOi .woMEtifINC~1mING THEA.CTIONQALLED
·.PORI&'" ECONOMIC .AND.SOCIAL COUNCIL .RESOLUTIONS 1999 (LX) AND·
4" ~ " .'. " '- e' ", .' ". '.' ',' . ' .' .'. __ ,', ' ,--: . ' .• ' '. ,.- '" ,.' ". .-' .. ' '. .' . __ .. '. ,;.,,', .' .. ' ; ..• .. .: .':; . ':'. .• . " ." '" ': :...• '. -. , .'

2062 (LXIIl~:GINERAL .4SSEMBLY~SOLlJTIONcS,3520(XXX)"
,,~t140., .' 321197 ,AND 32/142 .INWlJICHTHE..,COMijjSSION ·IS,~QUESTED<.·

XO CONSIDER THE: ELABORATION OF ADRAFT'DEOLARATI0Nt (C)REVI.!W;, ~.,
·AND. APPRAISAL. OF·" PROGRESS ACHIEVED ..IN T~" ;IMPLEMENT.A.TION 'OF .....
THEWORLDPI,AN·OFACTION '

.Agenda items '4· (a)and4(c::l

'./'<:
'. . .'" .,1'

19~ TbeCo_:l.$sioncoJ\sidered agenda item 4 (a.) .at,its6aSth,to 68~tch~~~e~irigs ·aJ;lcl
at its 69istaJld6~2ndmeetings, between 22 ,and 28;NQyemhe;r .1978. ~.:ft:C:ol1s1d(!red,. -,
agenda 1te1ll 4 (c) ,in conjunction with item 4 (a)', at its 6~8tb t~,692ndJlleetings.

-/ .. ''''. '.", -. . . ',". _" ,.'t

20.. Under .item 4 (a) . the, C;ommissio-n ,'had. before it a J:'eport by the .Secret~~y.-
Gene~alentitled "Measures taken to implement, the World Plan of ,Action a,nd> the
Progr~~ forthe'United Nations. De.cade forWoDlen" 221 .andanoteon prepar:4tionwor.k
for the' World Conferen(:efor the United ,Nations Deca.,d(! -. fo~Women:(E1CN. 6/6,10). '. The
Co_issionalso. considered a report on the activities of- t:heIJl~errUlt:l.onal l-abour, •. :
Organ,1;~at,:l.on ,(ILO) of.sp~cial interest to women '(E/cN. 616l4and,Corr.l),and :arepor-t
onth~ activities, ,of- the United Nations Educational'ScientificaildCulturaI ~. .. .I,.
Or8anization (UNESCO) of apecialinteres·t to women. (E/CN.• 6!6lS):" .The..;eppriof.;t:he.
Inter-American Commission of Women (E/CN.6/616). and the reporto~thestatus,ofA't'ab

'women (E/CN.61617) were also consideredunder.this subitem. It ,also bad: before;~t

five .stat.ements from the following non-govern.entalorg,an1zations;i.n,consultativ~,\
statuswithtne Ecopomic and Social Council:' .the.lnteJ:'natlonalAllianceof.Women­
Equal Rights, Equa';L Responsibilities, Internatiotl,alCouncil of '. Wom~p, Assoc~ated
Count~y Women of the World, Baha'ilnternational Community, Baptl,fl;~ World Alliallc~,.
Cooperative for American Relief Everywheref Inc., International Council of ~oc:ial

Democratic Women, International Federation of Busj.ness and Professional Women,
Interna·tional Movement for Fraternal Union Amoi1gRa~esatid ,Peoples, .p'an-Pacff1.c and
South-:EastAsiaWomen's Association, Rehabilits,tion· IntetnatiOllal, , 'Soroptlmist
International, St. Joan's International Alliance,.. ,Women '8 Inte~ationalL~a8uefor,
Peace and Freedolll.,. Women's InternationalZionis'tOrganization, World .Mov(!mentof
Mothers,World'Union of Catnol1.c Women's ,Organizations, World. Women's Christian
Temperance Union andZonta International CB/CN.'6/NGO/276); the ASBoc,iated Country ,
Women of the World (E/CN.6/NGO/277); the Bahi'i International Community
(E1CN.6/NGfj/279);Soroptimist International (E1CN.6/NGO/280).
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Women's tear, (E/CN. 6/611) •..... Ithadalso,betdre ~t a atatement ..by the International
· 'rederatioQ .C?~.~n1.ve~.S1~ty qfWoJJlen., (~ICN~61611l. '. . "',,. ;

." .. \ ..,:,'. _. .r:: .,': .:':"~ .,', ;..,' ".; ",., .,- .... J ". " '~ -.'

'.22. ,'. In intr94i\1*~~*.·tberep.o~;'f,!·;.tOe.sec*et~U~gep··~ral:221, 09·'J~~a.,ti,"~$ taken. to
.·1IIplemellttll~·Wpt-1dPlan of,A<;t~«ln' .~ntf 'tbe.:: Prqg;t_e.; fQ~.~ tl1eJIAlted.NationsDecade, .
. for·Wolllell, .:~h~.A:~~~s~aat.D1rf!qt~~.~~t~d·.·.,~J)~~:i~,:Jlatf.pe.eiiirep~r~d":LJ'taccordance .
W1tll."General~~4sf:J.b~Y ·.••1:~~~lutf,o,.;.·'g~1136.tJ.f~6 ....D,~c~b~r ..... 197~~ ·:at\4:,·.had ·b.een . . . .'
8ubJ!litted.t~:t~!~~~~J;~1"..~~"~~1:~t/ 1~s,;~h~x:t}t~"S~C~ll.4;;.$esa.i,Qri/~· ,t~..d~:scrib~Q .~teps"
.·t.kens1nt;t!;·'t!t~ .p~,~par!t)to-t!-.'·:p{"·~~~,,,.PJ!evio1,1s,erp()~,t;~~n·the 'sub.1eet " ,23lsubmittedto

·. the Assemb.lY'Jl¥:'~~$'.#9~t~1t.(~T~t:;~i:~~~St,~1l'~~9;tQ~~~b~'·:~().lsSiQ~,.~~,i~stwe~ty-sixth .: ..
session. .Shefoc~sed"l.no'paTtictllaron'develQPMl)t~.t:el.ting· .to,the.·interagency ". ~, !
progr8lQllle .for the Unit·ed ~.tiqn$:Decade,··fQr Wometf;' 'the':establ.1e;bmel1t -,"of, the'
"Intemat1onalResearch:andTra.~;f.ngI~stit\1te for.·the,~Advaneementof. Women; the .
:~labQra;t:l.on:of'%"egiona.lplans :,aud,,'proSJ;a.es, ,the: VoluntaTy' Fund for, the United

.~~-'"N:at1oXlsDecade 'fo~WOD1en ,and·the;· pledglngconference"which' had~een held at·
. HeadQ1larterlJ.:on·8:,Npvember, ..1977.~ ,..' Wftll.respect ". tQ. the ..Internationa:J., '.Researc;hand..

Tra1n1rig·:tnstd:tut~:~foi:,;theAdv~nc ent ,of· Women. ,to:' be established at .Telleran, the'
C*d..s,lon~as':informed.,~f':progress'.4etciwards·;':tts eat'lt,e~tab1:ishment,'including

· ,substantive,preparations' atid,tliesendlllgof a mission· to. Teheran,'inDecember ,1977. '.
· TbeCo-,s8iQDWasinfol'1lledf:urtber of·General.A$se.blyresoll,ltl~n.32/137,16

Dece_er .1977~ .:1nwld.c~the'Al!semb~y .reQ1Jested;'tbe,.Secretary-General. to report to,:
tbe,tbe:Economicarid Soc1a1-,:counc11'.at·i~s sixty-f9urth se,ssion 'on progress achieved
,toWard•. the~8tabl1."hment.of .'.~helnst:Ltute a~dto .submi~.~ to' .it. a' 'draft document
descr1bills·the ·strueture,'composition,· re~pon~ibil1tlesand. programme' oft~e' ."
Ius.titute,·aswelf 'as:·tnecQ-ord,ttiation·'of '. its activities' wf.th.'other.concerned
bodies-ll'tbeCo_isS,ion'al$o·was'appraisedofdevelopme.nts.regardtbg regional plans
andpJ'ogr.-esattdofther~gfollalmeetings "that 'had been heldin'1977a.nd thos~'
heitig~plalUlect'for 1978. ' .. ,,' ., . ." ' . ", .' . . '. '«

, --~j'~:" : ':' -....... ::-.,.:) ,- ;.>-..-~- -, >,' .: ' :~ .. -:. ;,' J?' :. "

23.'~qonc~rning.·:the .. \toluntaryFurid·'for· tJteDecade,' the ,representative: of the Centre
.rel,erred' totb~Jfirse'repo,r,t· of.,the;Seeretary-General.24/whieh, had been, s~bJDitted

to theGeneralAsssmblyat;f.ts. 'th;1r,ty-second session .and to. resolution· 31/133 of'
l6,DeCember;l976:[nwh:[chthe,Gener~I.~ssemblyhadendotsedcriteria for the
util1~ati'on of the Fund's' resources 'and proposals for 'its mana$ement•. The. ,.'
CODDlssion·wasinfo.rmedtba't' tbe~res1:dent.of the General Assembly had, appo~nted a
Consultative ·Comm:Lttee.,ontheFund,:'consisf:irig 'of the German Democratic Re~ublic,

Ja.Dltllca,·Niset:1a, the:Ph1iippin~sand the Un1ti'e4. Kf.ng~oDlofGreat'Britain.and -
Northemlreland,rept'esenting the:five'regional groups. The Committee had held
three sessions itil'977:~hnd'with respect 'tc:r the 'Voluntary Fund, had recomDiendedthat'
"bloc allocat:Lbns",ol $4'00,000 each"bemade to. theEconoinicCoDmlission for Afri,ca
(ECA) , the' ~conoui:f.c and Social. ,Couran1s,s1.on for Asia, and the Pacific (ESCAP),' the
EconomlcCODlDiiss!ori ..forL·$tinAmer:f.ca(ICLA) and the Economic Co_isslon: for Western
Asia (IOWA) i and' $300,000 to' the Centre for Soc1alDevelopment -'and' Humanitarian '
Affairs. The latter, who would co-ordinate Fund matters, had already been appointed.

:. . : >,<

221 A/32/l7S.-
231 A131/220•

. -
1!!.1 A/32/174.
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The Commission was als.o '., informed,. that> the ple~gingconference'hadre~qlted.in.a. '.' .. ,
total Qf$3,837 ,155 p'ledged "'$3,301,655 to the VoluntarY:Fund and $.535., 500 toth.~"
Institute.

24•., ,!'pe -AssistantDlrector,.,brief.ly:describedthehistor:f.cal background'O( 'tpe
Progratnme'for,. the United NatIons "Decade, for Women andreport~a'>ont~e· mo~ttecent·
developments, ~elatingto'it .. ' She also inf0I'IIled the Commis,sion'of. thepreparato"ry;:
work beIng ~,one on the, study of'the Interag~ncy'prograuunerequeste(1.· by tbeGeperal:'
Assembly in. its 'resolution 32/:138 of 1.6' Decemher1977. ' " '

,.,' , ", - :. - ,.,,' . .' :- '. . . . ' .., .... ';'." ';

i-' .; " • '" ,,.. ~

25. Referring to thereport,()f th~S~eretary"Generalonr.eV:iewa~dappra:isai"o:f.>tli~
._ ! implementation,c)fthe World Plan of· Ant ion' '(E/eN.61611)~· the As~i.sta.ntSecretaJ:Y"'"

General for So~ialDeveippmentandBumanitarianAffairsipointed,ojjt·that·ltwa,s,

baEJ,ed on 22 substantive replies, which had' beenreceivedinl9J6after,the,', '
preparation o~ the previous report on the sUbject submitt;edto;the COJ.Dlllissionat:l.ts
twenty-sixth session,. 251 as well as on replies'~ received by ,1' December 1977"to ,8":
questionnaire sent out on 25 July' 1977. She,- noted that 21 additional replies 'had,'
been re,ceived after ,that date and were current~y being ana1ls~d.': .1' ,

:J!'­

26. A number of representatives eXpressed appreciation for the 1nfopnationprov:ld«ad
in that report. However, many of them made specific reference to .thesmall'r~sponse
to the questionnaire and took advantage of the opportunity'to reiterate' their '
earlier.appeal for a review of the reporting systems.

27. Many representatives described act:Lvitiesi;1,1ndertaken in their countries in
implementation of the World Plan of Action and of the Programme Jo.r" 'the ,Decade.
Various representatives mentioned the establishment of national.'piansof action­
andI or, special comprehensive plans based on the World . Plan. A humber,of" '......
repJ;esentatives reported the establishment of national machinery tOimpl:~tnent.the,.
goals of. the Decade and influence nationa~;, policies. for the. purpo~e•...'des.~ribin.g the
functions of those commissions or burea~. Many representatives referred to
improvements in educational opportunitjAes and programmes for ~omen, efforts to
provide benefits for working~women, the incorporation of women into the process of
national econpmic planning, assistance provided to rural women on basic problems of
agriculture and family living and efforts to utilize the mass tommunicationDl~dia'

to publicize the objectives of the Decade. More specifically mention was made in
various i~stances of the establishment, of a,variety of centres or groups such as

• .>7nati()nal research institutes, ~orking ,groups on welfare and devel(>'J;>Dlent or"child-
care centres for rural women, seminars or training in .literacy, e;~ucation, ,
employment and the communication media. There were also sO,lIlesem1.nars aimed at,
continuing the dialogue between'urban and rural women.' In one instance, training
projects assisted by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) were cited in the"
areas of horticulture, food processing and animal husbandry. Various
representatives described developments in their countries in the field of wODten' s __:
employment, such as the enactment of new labour la~s or the current drafting o~,:c"
ne~ labQ9r code. Some referred to technical and other assistance given for specific
projects which encouraged women to expand their area of economic activity, such as
marketing of products, and the promotion and extension of co-operatives and loan
and credit facilities.

l21 E/cN.6/59B and Add.l and 2.
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28. ',One rep,relent~t:1vedrewattention to his Governm~nt's new, strategy on the
1mprovement 'of tbrastatusof .oDlen.fn,develop~tl&countr1e.,Wh:1~hwouJ.dgive'guidance

fordev,elop1bg count,r1es in stage,'of'project'plann1ng. 1mplementat:l:on arid
,evaluation. .trhoae criteria Ilbouldensure, that the needs and constra:l:nts of vomen
we~e effeet:Lvelytakeneare of. He added,that most of the projects planned: by,
churchel' 'W61'."X-e;levlnttO 'Women 4ndthatnol1..goveuUdentalorganizat:l.ons,hadalso ,,'
ftnanceda.t&eY:J.f18'ofprojectsi~ thetlelc:f of ~Ioci'al' stl'ue.tul'e.', ,,0 , '. " ,

a9..~~ep1\8Ileni:lltt~e& .~ddre~~ed tbeu.;~e;"~ow~;'~;~ ,~arill:ot, ~lement"itl8';the
, World~lari, of Act:Loft',ln'or,der, t'oBchiev&by-mid-Decadeothe"J;Dbd.mum t~r8etscontained

1t\ ••par.ar~h ,~~of,,'thePlaft. "', While 1mplemen,ta,tion ,,at' tb' national levelw8S deemed
••••nt:l..l,.,:~epr(u1~ntat:i.ve88t'te'8edthe,~1.1ilPol't.n~e:of" a regional app.roach to'"
tml\l....'~t:.ttCtl~, .$e-vera,~ p.~~t.tc~pa#l:8,l\~ted,ttie, problem 'ofobta1ning, .t.he financial'
reelou,ceBto:tmplement;~~he"prolr!DIlll~fortheDecade-adgquat'ely ~ ,"However, in one
1nJ,tanc.tadrrdnletrativeand ot'lan:[zat:L()nalp:toblems encounteted" at' ,the,nationa1
level were, Jingled out 'as the. 1Il0st seriou8obsfacle to implement'ation' of the '
World Plan "of Act:.toth '" ,_' .: 7 , '" - "" '

30. "'.ManY.,teptesentativea ,commented on',the, 'Pos:l.tfvlsign:f.ficanee .of the Un~t~d
N.tlon8Decade fbrWomern, I.quality." Development and Peace in .improving the status .
ofwollen thl'ouahout' the world"giv:l.ng :,Impetus' 'to ,themovement'to comba~
di.cri.lnat:l.onaaa1natwomen'and :f.nvolv:Lngtlle broad masses ,of ltomen :Ln~-tbe' '
develop.ent ofthe1reountr:£e'sand in ·the-struggle ,t'o 'strengtbenpeace andsoc:l.al"
proare,s. .> ' ,
. . . ~

31. . Concettt:ltlatheaoalsof,theDecade and ·.thepr1.or1tiesforaction,
,repreaetit*tivea identified J:u'talde"elopment,~ed.~cationteconomic roles and'·'
eaplo"'t, and health,as being of pr1mat'Y 'importance. Regarding rural WOJ;Den,
·.eV'.~al repi'8entati,.es ·e~res8ed their'part:Lcul,ar concern .t,hattheir needsshou~d'
beiclentifledand aatf8f1ed.Theyrecognized th'e need fOJrdevelopiug projects that
lIOU1d'help.to alleviate'the hea~daily'burdensof. rural women.· Further, they were
olthe opinionthatt'he World Plan of Action bad not paid sufficient attention to'
tbeproble1l8 ofwomet'l inthatcategory.:R.egardins' education, the consensus' was .
that equal aceess to'iaproved education was a corner-stone of the implementation of
the loa18of the Decade. The view was expressed, howev!!r,that education programoaes
c:ould not have ..uch meaning while a vast.number of people 'lived below tbepovertyf; .
line and directed all theit: energy towards survival.

32•. Vlthregard to women's economic activities and ··emp10yment opportunities,
8everalrepresenta~lvespointedout that economic deve~()p1llent.had often caused
fundaMelltal and s01letilles ,disadvantageous, changes fllthe traditional' roles',of women',
clepriV1qthea of their traditional occupatiOns' while denying them-the opportunity
for partieipat:lngin new ones. . It was·· $~8Iested :thatsinc:e rural.·women': suffered
..:re than .en froa lack of e.p1oyaentopportunitie's, wherever appropriate,'
UD.eRptO)JIet4t should be tack1edthrough an integrated approach to.rural development.
AlitillJerof representatives stressed the need for further research an6 studies On
.""s.eoDtribution to f81li1y income and' also are-examinatiC)n of '(lomen's'access to
eertdn ~'ypes of worltll· .

33. :Referring to the worlt of the lLO and UNESCO, various representatives cOmmended
tIaose ;g~j:~J for tlteir reports and their valuable contributions to' the Decade.
the ab8eaceof sfailar reports f~. other specialized agencies was ~egretted. One
repreeeatativenoted, bo1rev'er, that those reports made. reference to reeomoiendat1ons

':'''j
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adopted a long time ago,atld'·encol1ragedthe .agencie$toconeern .themselves with the
needs of broad JIlasses'·,of pe~plein'theeontextiofpr.esent-dayso,eiety.,

34-. ,With,respect 'tothe I~p(irnati~nal'Rese~rcllandTraining .Insti.tut~forthe
Advancement of Women, a nu(~bex ofrepl:esentativesexpressedinterest,in being'
better informed as regardsJlarrangeJlJents,coneern~ng~t'~ "e,stablishmept ,aswell'asits
strueture<, ,organization, .prograinllleand 'co"'ordination~ .. 'lhe'ActingDirectot;ofthe .
Centre '£.or.Sioc:ta~ Developmentan(lBuman'~tarianAf.fatts•. provided ;details .on·'·thestage
of progress'~chleve<l.QIt',tbe/1establislmlent ;.0£" .the.ln.tit1.lte. . la, , tJumber .. 6f... .•.... ' ...
representatives.:~;Jq'ressed". the.: appr,ehension ·tbat.prospective•.•• dQnorsl"ould .. 'e,on.tr-ibute
to tbefUndinafor,tbel:nSfituteonly, 'whentheyknew,thede,tailflregardingifs' , ,
operation". A:/q~est:lon was raised by a.representative as to the 'need f,orthe ..'
establishDlent "of ;theln~titut'e·,sonc~·"inher ,v:Le~ 'reg:f,onal centJ:'es ,W'ereo! gteat'~
and .ore ,immediate relevance 'to indivJ.dual cQuntries,., .

35., Inthe-~.discussionof . the Voluntary .Fund 'for. tbeUnitedNations Decade>, f~r
Women,differing'viewBwere expressed regarding the 'approach'ad~Ptedbythe

ConsultativeCommi-ttee'.on .,. the Fund ,and ·its"application.~of'thecriteria;'f()r ,t~euse

o.fthe Fund' s',·TesoU\rces,. '. ;In"'some''insta~ces re'ference' was"'made't'o· .cer'talnp~ojects
that it was·, hopedwbulct ;qualifyfor funding' 'froD( .the v:oluntaryFund.

, ", • ;::.:...=, ~,(

. :~ .. ~. .". .
36. With ..regard to .pub1-ic:.inf--Ormationactivities"for'~tbeDecade,· tberfil~as
agreement that. it ;wa's~~cessary to 'launch a programme that would' clearly focuso1l
the' objectives of thenecade and would stiinulate action at' thegrass-t'ootslevel., "
Concern was -expressed that insufficient f·Ulidswere. -'available"'fo,rany sigl\iftca1'lt
public' information prograae for the Decade' and it was suggested by a few
representatives that 10 per cent of the Voluntary Fund should be allocated to,tha~

purpose. Regret was ~xpressedat the limited allocation made by the Consultative
Co_itteefor public information activities. The 'Director of the Centre £01'
Economic and Sociallttformation, Offieeof Publ1.e Information, provideddetail$ 1dth
regard to a number of· public information activities currently b~1ng under·taken. ..He
hoped. that .an tnteragency lIleetingscheduled to beheld in April· would ·a$s;l.s,t in 'the

,elaboration of asystem--wide prograDbe.Concerning a specific public .infot1Dation
programme for the World Conference to beheld in 1980,hepolnted'o~\t tb.t: it eo~ld

be e$tablished only when the substantive aspects of ,'the Conference bad been
clarified.'

37. The representative of ECAstated that ,the African Research and Tratning Centre
,for Women was~heoutcomeo.f ,the revision of the ECA Women's Programme in May 1975.
The activities ?fthe Centre 1neluded an itineranttrain~ngprogrs_e, ~'. progr"
for. a corps of development volunteers. research, a programDle for the national ~

CO.t88ions and offices and a village_Fechl!Q1ogY""programme.She referred to the
difficulties encountered by the Ce~te1"e1nrobta1.ni~,gestablishedposts and finance
fr01*l the United !!ationsbudget.,e==She also mentioned the need for regional'~'<_

co-ordination ofactiv;l.ties concerning woilen. She explained theproces8 of-­
deeentrali~ationof the Centre's activities, taking place through ECA'ssubreglonal
offices,' as a result of 'the reg1onalconf.rence held in Nouakchott.

38. 'T~erepresentativ.eof ECLA infoX'1Ded theCc.!ssion of the variou8·pr-ogr.-es
and activities undertaken by. ECLA in conjunction with UNESCO, the United Hat,ions
Development Pr08r8DIDe (UNQ~), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and other specialized agencies. She also gave a brief description of
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what .BetA, .basaeh1.eveddur:f.ngtbe .past .. year,and •the. plans" to .respond, .• to national and
,subre..ionallle~ds...Shedescr:l.bed BeL!'s ef,fo~t8toobta:l.n :1nformat:Lon from ... . .....
~Govet'l11lent8 on the,:Lr sugges,tions as to .bow to proceed with .tbeinteatat:Lon of. women

:Ln development•. Thus, forex8IDple,stud:1es bad been undertaken. on the expectations
of the in4:Lgenous\tomanon her role:Ln d4ave~opment:1nvar:Louscountr:1esof~be , .
region, '. uNnP waecollaDorat:Lng :1n p):'oV1,d:Lnl;:111foralatioll< fo~ ,the ,pro.jec;t '.."

. .. .." ' " ,,~:\._, ..- " ,_,-.. - '.' _" ,"'., 'i .,... '.,. ".. .." " .,' " .." ','_'; .-- _."'0 ,_

39: 'lhe,'repX'~sent;at,:L~e o~,EewAin9ted, .~hilt;fits'Ti,Ofkoll. ~woDten'·sco,nce.~.bacl.. ,beg11n .
o~ly .in·1974 .. alicl t)lat,' elab~rat~oti.of ·ar'eg:1onal. ,ianof·act,io~b.d~~~~'de~ayeclby .
eVt1nts inLebanon•.•. She expeqted,however, :t~ata,lanof a~:~Jo,n wou14.b~agreecl to
late.-.,1n .1978. BCWA:.,jias ,p~rt:Lcipating :Lnan ~nter_gencY.,.work~nl.lr~u,p'conceming
the IeSal andfel~g19g& statu~:of,Arab "o1llen.A,databanl('on. ~oc·:Lal·and .econom:1c
ilidicatQrs' wa$ brough~uP' to;date", ancl.projects.,pla~ed·inc:luci~a .~.uo/ey.of. "
N,t1qnal mach:1nery. anannua~.d:1rectQry .at womenand~~study· of bealth and80c:La~
sente.s., ,.,. ,'.' '.'"', .. " ., , '. " '. '

Q ,

40. Tberepresentativ« of .B~CAPcited,. ~n8.tb~ "activitiesanddeveloplDents that
h&d takenpl:ac.sQnce;theJ;nternat:1ona1,WoDle,n·sYear.·theadoption of' ax:ea;f.onal
plan of actlon"f~r:thea4va~ceme,nt.of_yo.enllA.~el:l.onalSem:l.na.r.onthe!artic:tpat~on
of W01l8n:l.n oPQl:Ltic,al;lc:ono~candSocialnevel:opDl~nt,had be~n held$;n Nep.1:Ln .'
1977.L~t.J; 1n1978 ane~pe~t·gtoupDl,et~ngwo~ld. be held:on ,tile rQleandfunct:1ol1s ,
of· WOIleD'. oraan1zations :1u rural areaEh A further x:eg:1onal .conference of Ministers
ofSoc;1al We1;fare andSoc:1aID~velopme~~was planne,df:<'f 1980•. Fo'thcom~ngproject'·
included tbetta1ning of ruralwo.enill ~ncPllle-lenerat1,llgandlabour-saVing
activities, andt"'e eff,ects o~ imodernlzat:l,~11 and developmen~ on the status an" r()le.
of WQ1Ien. Three· additional staff members bad been or aecn would be attached to. -. - , . . -', " . ...". . .. . - '- . . - '.' . " - '. . . ~ . . ..•.. .' '-' - - "

BSCAP.

41. Tbe Director of the As:11ll;' .~cl P.c:1fic.:centreforWomen and'Development St~t~dii
that the ,Centre q~ been ilUlugurated in February 1977•. Since that time it bad
conducted. .', oour*, )01.1 tra11l:Lng•. leadership skills ·and thechang:Lug roles of women.
It badp,repared' -. tra:l.n:1ng UQual, designed a cur;r:1culum for ·literacy corps ..
trdnua" I provided technical and advisory services to Helllber States, established a
clearing-house and C~88ioneda"nu-.ber of case studies • Tbe C~ntre also had held.
• Expert GrQup Met:Lng to:ldentlfy tb., critical needs~f women.

42. The representative of the ~lI..O .,introduced .the:report of the organization on its
act:l..v:l..t:les of.speeialcinterest to women (EICN.6/614 and Corr.l), which described
action taken or plaJl1led 1nconnex:Loll with the Declaration and Plan 9f Action on

=-='-Iqual:lty of Opportunit:1esandTr.atment of Women Workers, a.dopted by th~ lLO
Conference at ::Lt. sixtieth s8ss:1on, in June 1975. Since the"preparation of the
report the ILO bad. besun pub1ication of its news bulletin Women at Work. She noted
that a serious threat to WOII8n,wo:r:kers was, to be found:1n tberecentrecession :lnthe
1Ddustr:l.alized countriea. Over SO per cent of the un.-ployed in those co~tties

were ~1l, altbouah women represented only 3S to 40 per ce~t of the active labour
force. The efforts of the 11.0 in the :1p.duatrial:1zed countries were ,focused in two

'" ar...: the el1M1tlation of de jure.4:1scr1,m:1nation_ga:Lnst women workers, ancl the
eatablishMnt of _,quatechild-care s~rvicesfor workers' of both sexes w:1th faa:1ly
respons:1bilities. Concerning women in develop1,ng countries, the observer noted that
the o~",1s.tioD's efforts to prOVide •••i'tauce were ••dly out of proportion to the
actual ".eas of tho.e ~en. Indication. were that economic progre.. had cont~:1buted
Yery little to t-provinJ the situation Of rural women; tho•• women bG~ .000tt.es
actually ..ffered frOll such "progres,". The oraan:1zation 'was working in the are•• of
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vocational. training, i11iteracy,'theabilit)T to earn income and the role of women in
pop~lat.ipn." It 'was tbe''xLO's intention to ensure that all the ILO p,roj~cts would
Denefitbothwomenand"men lforkers•• ,,- " " v " .

,.

{

43. .'Therepresentat1veo£ uNEsco, introducing' her organization's r~port on its
activit,ies of ~sp«!~~alinteres,tto,women.(E1CN.6/615), emphasized the recommendation
onthed~velopDie~t o~aduIF~~ducatiori .adopted by the General Conference at its
ninetee.ntb· sess:l;on, stressing the. elimination of the isolation as women from adult
eciucati~~,.,.ensu~;Lng·equalttyOfa~cess·and 'th~~rfullparticipationin 'the entire .
rangeof,~dult.'educ.ation activitie$. She.alsp· drew the attention of .the CoimDission ­
to.th~ Interna~iohalReco_endatiori con~erning theStatu~of TeacheJ:'s, stressing'the
part.1eipatio~ot'"omen,teachersil1 progr8DllJles' to provide them lfith equal career
opportunit:l.es·~.inpract:l:ce, which had been prepared by 'the ILO and UNESCO. She also
described the activities of the organization ini:heirefforts of apartheid in women's
employment, family life and other fields. She also.mentioned studies that were
being'undertaken,,'such'as'one on w()men in the masscODllDunicationmedia 'and another I

on ruraJ migration in Latin America~' Reference was also made to the co-operative
action pl:0gramme.lfith ~e~ber States and otherliteracy'projects on women undertaken
together':with, FAO,UNI~ 'and other "specialized agencies. ,Finally, -s)le outlined th~

medium-te~ plan 'and tL,.measures -to increase women's involvement!n-,'variOusfields.
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44. The representative of" FAO'·drewthe attention of the members of "the Coanission
to the situation' of rural women, which must be taken fully into account in planning
the World Conference to 'beheld in 1980, and its nationalprogra-es. She felt that
for the most, part rural women had been bypassed by plans of action and resolutions
adopted either .at the World Conference of the International Women's Year 'Qr .
emanating from the international conferences on population, food and h~~
settlements. She· also pointed 'out that t~ose were the women who t'endedto be
neglected ~ithin the planning and implementation of international aid andassistanc~

She noted'that FAO had.increased ·its programm.ing for rural women since 1975", though'
the needs were overwhelmingly greater than the means. She described FAO trends ..
and mechanisms established to reach and benefit rural women. She mentioned the
campaign of thfa organization to $dd women's components within its activities. She
stressed,FAO's technical assistance in the elaboration of an integrated.curriculum.
on rural development regarding the improvement ,of family life. Finally the
collaboration with the regional "commissions on projects and meetings as well as the
plans" for the integrat10n of women in 'rural development were extensively described.
Like otherspeci41i~ed agencies, FAO was stressing the importance of increasing the
number Of women at the 'professional level both in the field,and at beadquarters~

45. The representative oftbe World Food Programme (WFP) noted that women were
among the major beneficiaries of its assistance, She also described policies and
programmes for ~plementing food aid. ' Besides participation in supplementary
feeding programmes, women were also encouraged to, participate in groupactiv:Ltiea·
to enable them to become self-reliant in producing food. Mention was made of women
in theWFP secretariat and the proposed target of 200 female participants by 1980.
It was pointed out that proposals had been made for amending project documentation
to include statistical and other data on women's involvement and participation in
WFP-assisted projects, The amended documentation would form the organization's
contribution to the InterorganizationalProgramme for the Decade.

] .
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• •q~Utenpl"e••ta'l:i,!ecftbe:Wo'rld;Battknoted-that·theor8ani:t'afionhad
_taluhed'aft.otfleeof.dvl••1:0IlWOlllenanddevelopment,to review Bank-tttide'
.ettutte8.· She' .aid ~be"'nk;had1\o<.eparatewomen' sprojectstpreferrit\g to; .. '
ideat:ify"'n's p'toblas wltld.ndevelbPIlenr"p'tojectsand tofoeus on' the special
,~l.. __~f.eed ••. contributoyaand beneficiaries•.... She cited .a number of
ftt:_tloa~'~that1:.eleetedthe .• Bal\k's 'concern with. women' sproblems•. including
project_iuBaet caaeroo-n. Indonesia.) teenya and PapuaNew 'Guinea,whlch provided
_ststanee ··iIl·· :lnt'elreted ~ral ~evelo~.ent.nutrition,education andtttatersupply.
'" .~" Co '. •

46_, The Yepr'll~tat:lve of the World Healtb Oraafi:l.~at:lon (WHO) n~tedthat th~.·
cOlicern olber' o~;I.nll.t:lora.fo~tblpart:lc:l.pati()nofwomen:l.nhealthanddeve1optnent·
hld.b••l\.xP~"fif'di.t\1feolntre.o3.ut:Lot\••doptedbythe WHO Exeoutive Board and the'
~()tltl lI.altbA'I~tlbly. .' .The:repreeentat:lve said tbatwo1ften wete the. mainprov:l.ders' ~"
of PU~h••lthC.I'.ll\th.:l.r capacityalwives •.. 1Ilothers •. _ndeommun:tty health

wor.k r..........A.~..~~t...••••.k. '.f.·.or.·.c.·.·.•...h._.d..•..·. be.•..·en·.••.t...•b.l....•.i.·..B.• ·.b..ed .a.t wo hea·.dqu.•.. a.··r.·.t.e.r s.•..•. a.nd.. f.•.eca.l po.:l.n..ts
had~'~l\ ~."~tl.tedat the., WHO rta1onaloffic@& to· identify.nel . strengthen' .' f~\,> '.
achlv!:t1el·l>el1.fltinl WOllll\wlthll\ex:lllt:lngorplannedprogrumeEh Particular". .

, '_: ,-"'-'. ' ".:._ _ _ .... ' .':' - -' ",," Q ',. '.: ' , __. . '. _::. ,," : '.'-,' ,'! .'. .,". "'-, _,' i " -.' ",' ,'., '.' " __ , _.': . ,',

.•~~.t\tlot\ valbetnlalvllrttftbell1'cifiehenlthneed, t ~ to tbe ut:tl:1.11$tion of
·h*llth .ervlc.'rby ....n. .natoWOll~Jl~8.role In',tbe .ptomotlot1()f h~altb. 'WHO's;'·· .

proll'... fot-tJ\ll· prolllOt,lbn ol.ptt-..iyhea1th·care w:l.'thin 'tbe .'nat:l.,onal··cotttexf;. .
eftCOll"•••eclactlvitt.'I'I1.evaftttothetl'edao·f women· ,andcld.lclren.Tne .... ..'...'
Iftt.~a~~tot\.l Cbl\ferenetoft;'Pr:1uryHeal·tb.Care,spoftsored by WHO andUNIOEF t wot11d
.t.l.·pl.ee .'!llSep'C••b@'f 1915an4Vould devote speclalattentionto the,roleof
_"111fttbe ~ovt.ton:ofh••1.tb"en:l.ce8.t;#fi~·oommutt:Ltylevef.··· .

. .

47_ tb..Y.Pt••elltattv.of~tb.Ufttt.d.N..~lons ..lrUIat:ttu~:e·for.··Tra:J.ni118 .and Research
(UalT.Al):e1lpbaai.eet-liet .orla~t.atioll.·.· .:' cotlcertteOver·~th~8ituat:ton .. of ·WOlll~lt:f.nthe
tfalt....tton•.··.ad.· ··noteclthlt·..en ~had...cOftlJt:lt'utedone •.th:l.rd .. ,ofUNtTARts-,

·,t:of*••101\.1. at.tfitll"'.UNlTiI..iltudiea indieated the d:l.sturb:l.nglact that tbe\', "
1~'PO,~tt.<.of·p~ofe'lloft'lVOll.lllb<tbe.Unlted Nfat1.ons wafl40 ,'percent .at ·theP-l·'· ' ..' _' ",

. t,.....1,but:cmly13 per~ent atth. '·4 level. 2.9 per cent at the D-21evel,and 16.5,/ '.. I..'.'.
,.~.e:.to-.-,all1iatth. ·.hd of· 197611'The Executlve Director ofUNITAk' hadreferrsfJ""
to.~vi"PJ'ead·.fe.lll1lof r ••tle••fle•••nd 'di.cont~nt'·:among fe.le staff ':l.n4:he
UAttd ••ttOll.t~.nd.tlNtTAll••,o~.o·ted1rleetin~hadreeo_ended a target of 30 per '"
~.lltf"le:.'taff ltttbeUtd.te4 Natlol\s by 1980. 'UNITAR hadsponsoredanU1llberof
c:011oqlli~··.da.l:n.taO\\tb6··.ubjet:t.thl! results .of ,. which has"been pUblished.

;N'f.:-"· (' -.

:. ,11 '

rlAiutlUIUiIilLi :''',~''.I ::11:1&,'::_411;••" ••""..._as,J tU JJUfAl: ....UP! 1 @ 1 ;~aa.;&_U)ii IW

"..lu.. Utt~uei1l8tbereport ·of ·.~be 11lter..AmericanColDlDiss1.on·of .Women ... ' .
"1:3f_'/616)~ ·'thefte8td~tft_att:ention to the implementation. ·of-tbeReg1onal .
Pla~ofAe'U_fo't~be Detad~fo~"W~en.Inthatc()nneXion,. shepointedQut that_l: 0I11}' the :Ittt:er-.aerieattCo_lssit;c:nl but other organs and agencies of . the Inter-
"erica SJ$teawetf!:luvolved i.n the f1eplementation of tbePlan. ··As a_jar .
addev....t of.· dleco-is8iOttshe"(~tioXled'theestablishlnent of the multinational
~'tre :fo't vc.ea: :i1t ATgell~1D* to provide training and research for women:- .Other , . ~
actidHes, f:ael_1JI.& a s~l~lI.ar OD WlSS c01llllunieation media and their inf1ti~nce on0 ' '.
de i-.e of .lIeavere ...tionecl ao" wf!11~ "She alsc:f'stressed 'the importance of
joiD~ efforts 1:...... better-e()o!-ordinatinilof aetivit1'esbetweenthe 'United Nationf3 .'
.... ae OrpdzatlOlfof "rleaa States (OAS) related to women.. She emphasi:tedthe
_ea £oc a _ ..t::1e;~batlIeoff.1tforaationandtb,edevelopment of, Joint

. pJ:,qra, ··i.1Ihere .,propriat:e.. Activitiesrelatillgto the laboratory for applied.
~es:e.l'eh OD ·rural· VG.ea' ..... the iater~A1Ierieanlablora1~ry'f~~ aP'Plied resea~ch .on c=.
die ilteChfca1 ec1ucat:JDn of "Wae1lvereeurrently in the~--£ollow-upstageat the
1DaItf«mal..level.. Auot:her :faportant activity was the f~rogramDleo~women's' bureaux,

S2
Be
th
(E
sp

53
te
bel
r~l

SRl

St~

du~
o1"j
ac1
wo

-28-

r
'\



53.. The representative of BelgiUIn f on behalf of the ,sponsors, orally revised the
text as follows: in operative paragraph l.the~ords "measures taken ~y" wereMCted
before the words "Member States" and the words "which have established" were '
r~placed,by IItoestablish"; inoperative·.par.agraph 6, the words ',,'that. suC;h machinery
s~ould ensure that" were replaced by "and more particularly on· replies ;which.M:embe:r
States are ealledupon to give to the requestsfroDl the" and the words. "receive'all
dueattentionll were deleted;in,opera~ivepaTagtaph7, thewords'''women's .
organizations". were replaced by the words "non-governmental organizations. which are
active in the promotion of the status of womenll

; and i.noperative par.agraph 8,. the
wordnpe~nent"wasdeleted.
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'.
Consideration of draft resolutions and voting

on items 4 (a) and 4 . (c)

52. At the 699th meeting. on behalf of hie de~egation,the representative .fro~) ,
Belgium int1·oducec:ladraft resolution entitled "National machinery for monitori.ng .
the implementation of the Programme" for theUnite4Nations Decade for ,WoUlen" >

(E1CN.6/L.-733).DeIUllark,France. 'Sweden and the United States of Ameticabecame
sponsors ;of the draft resolution. ,

, '

50. The representative of theCommiesionon the 'Status of 'Arab Women introduced·
a repoX't(E/CN.6/6l7)onthe recent achieyem.entsof herorganizatlon~ The Arab'
Plan of Action, whichwasadQpted .bytlleCouncilof··the:r,eague., of·ArabSt~~etJ·a8
resolution3446,~asa major accomplishDlentthroughitsbeing' the fIrst '" .,'
eomprehensiveplandeYelopedfor the entire Arab. world. The Plan of Action contained
anUlDber of proposals for such £ieldsas health,nlltritlon,education and training, .
bous:Lng.,socialservices .and political participation. 'The Arab' Women's. Co.:Lssion
had. held se"eral seminars. The first focused on' family law in the Arab' world, which
endorsed the posi~ion of women in,~h~.;familyandcalle(l.for·,the. elimination'of. .1

d:Lsctiminat1.onon,thebasis.o~se;1t.,Twoseminars'badbee':ldevot~dto,theS~UdY of
the role ofwome~innation~ldeveloPlllellt,With sp;ecia~ emphasis()n· rura.l1i~mE!n~
Another sem:f.narhad beenheld'ontn~s~bject"ofed~cat1:onandtheeradica~i;on()f
illiteracy_ A fiftb seminar had been'helclon, the $ubject.ofthereleof.woUlen in
nutritiQn..Asixthsemln.ar ha-i discus~ecithe:roleQ~1I0DlenJJSPortrayedby the mass
communication media.

51. e'The representative of., the Organilationof Africa~ Unity (OAU) stated, that her
organization, fully 'supportecithe work being ,do,ne by the EC.A's ,A.f:ricanTraining .and
'Researc;h'Centre for women. Shebop~d'that th~CoDDDission'would'recommendtothe
EconoDlicand Social Council 'atits next session thattbe .Centreben.efit from th~ ,I

regular budgetof:the United Nations"to·enabl.e it'toimpl~elltth~Progr8mmefor

the D.cadeinthe region.,. ,OAUhoped that the Centremightexpand.its' role to seJve
as co-ordinator of ,specialized agency actlv-ities' and as .'. elearing-bouse fore;;'
information on activities o£non-governmental. organizationlJ_ ~

wbich wa~ being implemented in four,phases and involved 10 countries ,in the region•
.A.projectwas also under way· on appropriate technology for rural WQmen fJ;om the
poorest sectors,·in, the Americas.' The general .$:l.mof theproject~as to identify .
appr()priatetechllQlogy"to ra;Lsethe·. low incomes-of women and to promote ~ppropri.ate

technology for rural ·women to imprQVe -the develqpm,entof bus.iness :acti-.:ritiesby .
offe:a;-ingtraitU:ng an.ditechnical andfinanciala:s.s1stanc~serv.ices.·



i,',)

54. Att&e:701stllleetiug,on 3 April 1978,theCommissionadopted the draft
resolution,asorra.l1yrevised (seechapt .,t"8:b~(),,e, draft resolution :'1) .'

5,9 • Arepresentafive'C)'fthe,Budg4!t '·Biusionmade' ;astatement;coneern1ng the
f:l.na.nc:Lalimplica~ionson the draft resolution (seeattnexlII below). .. ' ' .. " '. ~ -' ',~ , . ..- . .

ss•.' .At .. thEf sa_Jlleeting,therepresentativeof<Peru,on behalf, of; Argentina '..'
(observer) , the Lioyan Arab Ja.ahttiya, Madaaascar, Mexico •. the Nige"t" • Peru', T~9go,

.Vetiezu~la and ·Za'fre introduced'rrdraft ,resolU~:iolf.entit~ed "Co-operat;l.~n:with' , .. '
~ntergd~ernmental. bodies outside'the United Nations' system" (E/eN.6/1...136).,. Senegal
jo1ne<J!the list of spon~ors. '"

~.~-"" i ' , ' _ . ' •

'," ' .•... ' ..." \.'>C=.,.~\" ' •.....•... ' . '.. ' ".:.

56. ...~t,·:tbe, 702nd' ..et,in&..··on:4 ',Apr11 19'78, '.th~)8Pol1SorsintToduced'a' c.reVisedtext '
of ,.the 'draftresolU:t~()~(EICN~6/L~736/Rev.l)~"l.h:Leb took,c.accountofvarious
suggestions ~_de':" " "" : t>. " ',) ~.f/ . . ,', '.,: '.' '. ;", n , •

60. '..' therepresentat:l.veof' ttie<AsianandPacif:Lc Centre,fot Women and Development "
, pro.ided elar,ifications'as, regards the ,funding and operat'·ionsof eentt:es within
regional' comDd.ssions ;;de.1:~n8 wi~bwOlDen' 8 prograllllles.. '

" ,!
, ;,

S'1."Atthe$~l1aemeeti:l.ng, the OOmlDfss:lon «doptedthe: revfseddraff·resQlutton .(see·
.chap.,:a:below;':i"esOlution"2.(xxytI)... . '" ".

• -: ...' i: , 1'0 '~;, ,J"~, " ~ •
. : ",.' " ~; ". ~ ;. I :'~ , .• -' .:. , <' (;.

58• ......At·tflesa.:,···meet:l.ilg,.·i:he'representative 'of>: Zaire, .also -en .beha1"t. .of,Ethiopia,
··Libyan·Arab:. 'jama~iriya, .Madagascar,'the l{iget,'Senegal'~nd·Togo,.introauced~a .draft

. ", resolu.tf~II .:,.()n·;"Institut'ionsre$pons:1ble· for·t1lplementing ·the,·World' •• Plan: .o:f..Act ion' "
·w:l.tld:n;tthe';£rallleworlc·oftbe:United Nat:l.ons·'Decade"for Womeil'!(E/CN. 6/:u..743). . ,i '0', ' " t,: " ",," , ',' ,', . ' " " ," ,; , ", ',1' . ',' - , " • ' ,

.: I '. '. ' ~ .~ t,' " " -!' '" ;

,.if "" ' ~

61~ .·.·Att:ne·704t~,.eting.,8ubJfti.ttedthe.polls'ors ~revised 0 draft.resol~t,ion· ,,' .,
(B/CN,'6/L.743/Rev,,1)incorporatittgchangesproposeddurin.g tbediscussion. .The ,
1:epr·.sentativeof·Za~re otally :reviseiloperativeparagrAph -. 2byrep-lacingtheword
"through"bythelford "with". ..'Thes-ponsOrsalso accepted a proposal to .place the
words "other United Nations organ" after the words "specialized agenctes", ,to ,add
the'words'uas wel1<as" after t1teword "orgal1s''t,andto delete the word "andlt,after
the' word"concerned"it"nte sponsors also oral1y,reviffedoperative~paragraph3to
reflect. an oral proposal made "by,the United States .and to' read ·,·esf,ollows:·'
''RecoDimends.,tbat the General Assembly take appropriate measures to provide from the

. regular budget ,'ofthel1nited, Nations' the'financial' resources and personnel.'
neeessary'fortberfegional research and·ttaining·centresfor 'women". The,

'j;fepre.sentative o'fthe 'United KttlgdODl expressed; her reservations regarding the
. ,::/financial implicat':l.onsof operative paragraphs land 3 and said that if there :were

avote,her delegation would abst,ain.·' .. ;"', .
,,'. " '. ' ..

·62!, At 'the same meetins,the revised draft resolution as orallyreVlsed lt1.ss put to
'8'vote.

63. ,TherepreseiftBt:1ve of the USSlt" secondedby·therepresentat:l;ve ,of Bulgaria,
"t;~questedseparatevotes" on .operative paragraph.s land 3. . .

.~., ,,-~' r ' .
64'•., Operative paragraph 1 was adoptee\. by' 16 votes1n favour,. 4 against, with 7
abstentions·.
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65•. The representatives of Cuba and the' GermanDemo~ra:ticRepublicpointedout:tt1at
. thevotingba<l not been correctly carr:l.edout since the votes against paragraph 1
were 5:l.nstead of 4. . ' ..,

..

c~.(.,: .

. ~. '

Agenda item'4' .,(bt '

73. The Commission considered agenda item 4 (b), on the ,prepara.i~:l:onsfor.tbe' World'
Conference 'of the United Nations Decade for Wbmen, to b.ebeld ,in 1980, at its. 688th
to'691st and 693rd meetings, on 24, 27 and· 28 Mareh 1978. It bad before it a note
by the Secreta'ry-General (E/cN. 6/610).

66. Operative paragraph ··:3·W88 adoptedby16votesinfaV'0ur, 4votesagailt1St~~:l.th
'8abs,tentions" -

67•. Th~ rev:l8eddratf~resolut:l.onas orally revised was adopted by 21'vo'tes to 'none,
with 7 abstentions (see, chap. 1· 'above, draft resolution 111.- . .'. ' ' ' : - " '- . ~" ' - '..' ' ,-

-31-,

68. .'. The representative of the Union of Sovi.et Soeiali~f .1{eP1J1)'1!es:loaged.ast1."~~8
pro~e8taboutthe.conduct' of the BureaU and,the'Secretaryof ,the ,(:~mm1..ssion,.,Tbfa
representative ,oftheNi.ger·f~lt that her,remark!as ,!tiappr.()priate.:,rhe. .: .: '. ' '
representatives'ofN~Zea1andand theUn:l.tedStatesofAmericaexpressedthe'v:l.ew:
tut the'protest '.ude by the represe~t.tlve'of the USSR wasc~Q1Dpletely unwarrant~d
and unjustified. . . . '. ~ ," , ",. ,.,' ,

69~.,. 'The representatives of .the,ByelQrussi.an'.. SSR ... apd.the USSR, .... :l.Il~~planat:f.on 'of>.'
vote,saidthatth~y'hadabsta1nedinthe 'voteon~hedraft '.as awholeb~cause:;tbey

consider~doperat~veparagraphs1 and3contrary'to th~declsionsand~oestabli$lied.
General Assettlbly procedures on budg:etarymatters. ,. '.

70". Therepresentativ~ofthe United 'States said that it. was her understanding that
theresolut:l.on did not imply any increase in' the currentre~ul~rbudget; . .,

71. At the 699-th meeting, 'the represent;ative Of' Sweden, on'behillfa'lso -of DeDDUlrk
'and New Zealand, introduced the draftresQlution ~nt:l.tledIfRational~zatioftc)ftbe.J
reporting systems on the status of· women." (ElcN. 61L. 73.0). The.representativf!of'"
Fral\ee proposed t'Wo amendments' (E/ON. 6/1..745) to thE! draftresol~tion.Th.efirst
amendment proposed tbeadditionof the ·following.words at the· .: en4"of 'opera.tive
paragraph 2: llby. selectingevaluat:l.on criterlawbichtake account of regional
disparities"; thesec,ondamendm~ntproposedtherep~acementof paragraphA.bytlle
following:.' "Further' reguests. that the S~cretar:y-Getteral:.,.in ~omp:ll~ng,tb~replies,
pro~idea thorough report on progress achieved in tlieimprovementofthesta~usof
women andcomparat:l.vesurv~ysofregional developments' .and specif:l.c o'bstaeles
encounter~d, ,with a view to providing ''Work~n8paper~ to be. used in formulating ,
stt;8tegies suited to "eachreg.ionfor futureaetion." .

·72. Subsequently, a revised draftresolution(~/CN.6/7301Rev.l)was submitted'to
reflect the exchange'of views which'bad taken place,. At the 702nd,meet~tl8, on 4
April 1978,.the revised draf.t resolution was adopted (see chap- I above, draf.t
resolution Ill).
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",

- ,- /J
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'. ,]15 •....,.. Tbe;. C()~ssion,eQnside:red_that the'l.98D --Wotld.CQuf:erene.a_,shQuld· 'be!tollow-:~p j

,~tQ.·~tbe·:Wor·ldConference ~ of'. the InterJijtional' Women's 'tear Jle1d .: :f.n .197S>i ....It·"as .,
"gene:rally:agteed ..•.. that theover-..al1obj e~t::tves,,(J.£,:the.i980'~.C~nfe:r;ence',~o(t~~:-be,: '-,'

,C!.> .to.'review and evaluate ..the .. prQgress1liade'sd, 'far itl ... tbe:·1lIlp;1en,entat,ioll··" of the .
prog.rammefOr tbeUnited, Nat:tons Decade. f.or ,:Vomell;':.(]!} topropose;iqjl1stment~ to. ,the
prograDae.for .tbe. se,aond ba~ 'of,..tl1eDecad.ein the ligbt'of:tlieresults:,ob~aiJ;led'
.during the 'first ltalf ••· The Con'ference should thus come up with concrete and' '
P~4ctica1:prqposa1s:andstrat~gies. foraet~on for tb~ ,secondllalf of. the Decade. It
should 'f9CUs oq. the --, thr.eegoals :pf 'tJte .~ecad~: . equ.11tyt'developDlen~:and pea~e,. and
OD 8~e >key, issues wldch wOuld,. contribute' to the attainment:, of those objectiv~&<

• .' • .... -j.,. ; , • ~ ,

'16~' ':Witb. ~e'spect,tt)th'e 'agend~ ,for ·,th.Wo~idCOtir;tellcet;manyrep:resentat1.Vei:i
agreea that a ~ew approacb "as' 't:equired and s~gges'ted' restk:l:~5~ng tbe ,agenda to :a '
lUdted. Dumber of .concrece sUbj,~cts. It was felt tl!at the' CO~.ference coul~ give
a ~~w 'fmpetus to tbe :implementation of the World ,lan of Act~n ,by adopt~ng an

.aeti_on';o~:1e~teclageDda-an~ byconcentrat1p.g onafeW,'wel1-def,necl Jte~ i,'sues.,. In
thatconDf!xiQ.n, a number ofrepresentat:l.ves~~ggE:sted tb~t, 9!i!'Conference.' sho1J.1.d...'
eentr~its discU$s!onS:on .thefollowing 'mainthem~s-:'.:econom:l.caetivit:les, education
andhealtb'asrelatec(' to. women. ,Tbesubtbeme ofemployJllent,healthand education·
was'BD88ested fot:theConferenee, within tbeframewo~kofltsover-allobjective,
wbichwasa'irevlewand,appraisal oftbe_Jfor.~d Plan. of Aetionand neces-sarychanges
and readjgstmentsofthe Prograauneforotbe"secondhal-f, of .tlieDecade. . Some . ... ' -.
repJ;e8entat~:V'e~ weJ:'e' of the opinion thatitw~ e,ss~nt:1alto'definethose key '~ssues

.. on 'the'basIs'of' the three_in goals .'of' the Dec:'ade. Tb,ey stressed'<that the..... ..'.
COnference should not .adopt a one-s1dedapproach' by const.der~ng only -issues 're1at'ed
to developaent but should also give pr10rltyattent10n to equal1ty-andpeace; ,s'tr-ong
..hasissh(Juld>b~given to tbe parttcipa~1Qnofwomenin the stre~ghtheningof
1ut4!raational peace and security. "SOIQetep:t;esentatives considered that the' act~ve
.1nvolv~ntof'wOIIlen1nthetbree'ar~as ofequal:tty,develOpent·.·andpeac8couldnot
be.cbl.v~4"iQ'1so1ation':from thestt:Ugg~e, fordt~4rm.entanclasainstcolonialism,
rac~l.at.cr:fmtQ8tiOnlaggressioriand.11 'fo~ o-f fore1Sndom:l.nation .. '. A'number .of
representafives also fnd1c~tedtliat the agenda. ~oJ: the,'Confej;,enceahoultf allow fC?r
d1scuss:lonon tbeeffects of apartbeid ,and racta1d1.scriai1ntt:lon'onthe's-tatus ·of
w~en.



77. In addftion to the above':mentionedinain issues proposed for discussion at the
Wo:rld ..,Conference, .some·'repr~sentat:Lvessuggested.,furtheritems', for~onsideration by
the· Conference, such'as th~'forJ1lulationof ,standards to. ensure the advancement of,
women, the es:tablishment,of,governmellt machinery to bring abQut equal opportunity .

.and,1Jnprove'thesituationofruJ;al womeQ.•. One :representative. requested, that.the
ConferenC;,etake-into account,~in particular, the, needs and wishes' of the developing
countries, .: '" ,It'was also' proposed' 'that due "considerat"ion '. be given ,to tbeDeclaration
ol?-. ,theGr,ant~s,'of'.Irtde,pendence·to . Colonial. Countries_~$l-l_~oples,.the De~laration
alld: -t-he'r9sr..e-of.Action on ,the Establishment. Sf~ca,"NewID:l:~iitt1.ona1'Econ01llie,.';
OrderJ' t~e:'Charterof,Econo1llic Rights and Dutift$~ofSta_tes.and ,the Str'ategy f,ortlie
Third Un:l.ted--Nat~ons,l>evelopme~tDecade•. It/was also,suggestedtnat,in'view()f>, '
the venuep,ftbe':Conferejlc;e,:Arabic: .should ~eof the w0l:'king languages,. .

'., •• .'. . _ . . ,_. • { .•''' ' .... ,c, . _ - '.'

,78. .With. respecttotbe-document4tion' -for~'1e __1980Conferencet-a .re,present,atlve_
suggested' .:thJ:ttheTesh0uld.be· three. types. 'of .documentsfor.tb~ ~onferfmce; _ <A)-an-
ana1ytica~ paper·refl~cting g~ner,al.trel).ds. and progress made .anf1.obs.tac~es ' ", .:
encountered in implementina'the World Plan of ActioIl,', especially"at 'the. nationa"':
1ev~1;~(b) adraft·o~ a practfcalprogJ"ambleof actionforthe.( sec{)udha1f 'or the
Decade; i'nd(c) sectoral papers related . to' each of 'the ke,~lssues.The'analytical-
paper and the-draft programuie 'could pe discussed in plenar,Ymeetin;g, instead of
devot:1ngthat titnetolenS'thtgeneralstatements, whereas the sectoralpapers
shouldbe,discussedinelqJe:rtgrouplIleetings,.which couldfo1"lllula~e.a,limitednUlllber

of 8oa1stobe attaiiledduringthe second ball of the Decade•. Mal1y'representatives
underlined the.,needt'oensure ,timelyprepal."ationanddistribu.tion ofconferenee '
docu~entation.' ' -~ ,

79. concerning.theresponsibi1ity'forthe,prep~rationsforthel980 Conference.
~lle Commiss~onagree(l~hat1=hesuccessof theCC?n~erellce,wou1dd~pend to a large
extent on the preparatory' work. '. 'One. representative proposed tluJ!tthe CODIIDif,lsion.:
d~f:!.nethe general orientation of' the Conference asa contribut:L,on totheWQrltof
;t,be Preparatory C'ODIIaittee. ' Some repres~ntatives ,expr,essed the-hope that tnthe· ,
.prep~ratory work particular attention: would. be given to·co-drdfnation,betweenth.
United Nations bodies, the specialized agencieS, tbe'regionalcommissionsand ~he ",­
non-governmentalorgani:zations • ,The fullest use"shouidbe madeoftheexperlence
gainedthrough'theprograuunesi1nplemented byvario\ls, Governments .aner .t:be,speeial:l.zed
agencies. Some representatives also underlined the 'importance ofholdi;ng regional,.
and,nat19tlal sem,inarsandworkshops w1~b av1ew:' -to, exchanging information and
su.ggestingstrategies. 'Anwnberof'theinreferred tothemaJor.1nternational
c.onfer~nc.estaking. plac.e be:rore the19~O Conference and felt that: it was"no'tonly
important for the conferences to consider issues-'re1ated to WOJDeIl but the results
of those c'onferences .should be brought to the' attention of the ,1980 Conference.

80. ,The CODllllission 'l1otedthat 'subsequent to the adoption ofCounetl resolution Z,~62
(LXII) and General klsembly resolution 321140, the" General Asselllbly had adopted
resolution 32/197, in which the~sembly had endoresed the'recOlllllendatton of,th~M

HocC01QIDittee on the Restruct~ing oftlleEconomlean~,Social Sectors()f the Unil@d-,
Nations Syst,emtotbe effect that'the Council should as-SUE direct responsibility'
for the prepa.ratory work for the Conferences to' be convened by the Council and. as
appropriate, by the' Genera~ Assembly. "without prejudice toa1"r~n8ements already'
a8re~d upon for conferences currently under preparation". In view' of. the importance
o~'-;-t:'he role of the PreparatoryCoaaitteein preparing .for theConference,sOIIle

,representatives. expressed concern'at'tnepossfbi1ity that the Council 'iUght, be
entrusted 'with tha,t" task and doubts wer~ expressed about the Cl;ual;lfieations and
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83. :Therepresentativ~ .of the United~tates.of .. Amerfc.! proposed the replacement of
''The !cOIlOlilic. and, SocialCounc.:l.l'" in .tbepl*ea~ble'by' "The. Commission 'on 'tlit! :Stattis
of WcIlen,t.; 'l'ha~,roposa--l'was" laterwit'hdra.(fil· -inth4=!' 'lightot-theclar1.ficaeions
_de by the Secretary ,oftheC01ntn1s·sion. '" '

>. ", ,-, • it ~

",
~ , . , . . ,.' - ,-

84. /At· .its lOOth meet:l.ng,on'3 April 1978, the CODl1I1ission adopted without a vote
the draft '-resolution. as orally revised (see .chap- I above', draft resolutfon IV).

82•.. ''rherepresentat1v8oftbet1nitedkingdoDi proposed the replacement of the word
.:uela~orate" .in ,the .secotid preambularparagrapb by "c.onsider elaborating".'" .She
-alaoproposed tltedeletion"of'theword·"elaborateu.• fJ'OIn operative paragraph 3 and '
:I.~8 replacement. by the words "consider in the light of thosev:l.ews andlor

'prOPosalathe, quest'ion of' elaborating" • Her: proposal wa.saccepted bythespottsors.
f • '. -' .." • ,'- _, •

·81~A.tthe;698tbDieetfnltth$repl·esen,tative bf the 'German Democratic RC!public,
·a1800Jt'behalf.ofBthiopia, the LIbyan Arab Janah:f.rlyaandMadagascar,'introduced a
. dr.ftr~.ol~~:l.or:f(EICN.6/L.731) on the. question of elaborating. a draft declaration
··on',·the ',p.rt:l.cipatlonofWCinen'-inthestrugglefor,.thestrengtheningof international
~p.aeh·an~8ecur:J.t1,.nd"·as_1nflt ..co19tlialt81Q,ra.c:l.sm, .racial· discrimination, for~ign

'aS8t'easion'an(1''i)ccupation :andal1fotialoffore:l.~ndomi~atlon.t,,' •
-. ., - .. e,' .-

ctipab:l.l:Lttesof che Counc:Ll:ln·tbat~espeet.Moreover, delays .in setting upatld
COIlV1t11nl the PreparatoryCommltteecould have attegative effecton.tbepreparation
atldcherefore'ofithesucces$oftheOonferenee•. Most rep'tesentatives, however.

.. .C10nlideredtbattbe 001lll11Is:1011 sbouldproeeedon ~the a88uDlptfonthatthePreparatory
'. "Coa:ttteewouldbe .elltabli8Dttd•.... The Commlsl:Lon was .. informed, that tbefinaldeeision
~'Ort'the 'efit.libltsbment of theP~epatat()tyCommittee, woulcl'be taken at thefltet ...•. '
"lul.f·8.8Id,o~ oltibeCoutlc:tl' in 1978. ·Should:,thePr.paratoryCommittee meet as

.. ··plann.d .. in•.·.·June .•.·1918,'ltwou1c1hav:••.·toreport. to· the General Asse.ib1y:.t··.·.tt:r:F. ·th:f.rty­
'tb:lr4seslloft t.broughthe'8ecou, .' re.ular.ellsion .of' tlleCounc:ll In". tbe' sUDIIIler·of.
"~978•. '. ,As IUlseltedblaeveral rep,tesetttativli!s, ···the',Coa:l.sslo!l··considered" :Lt .'.
•dvt.abletom.t.ltl!t:":l.ew8'Ottthei8IuekttOWtitotheCounei~ andto.requesttbe
~;••ld.nt'oftiheCounc:Ll.whova8fnNewY()tk..to'recelveadelegat101'1 from the
C~:L.lt01\. '.Atlumber:otr.pr••et\t.t:l.ves~a110'·ra:l.sed' thequest:l.on·o~-the'ccitnposit:Lon

. 'afthi .Preparat0tY'Coattte·e. .''J.'h'·:Vfetiwasexpressed tbatthe Comlb:I.tteeshould::
,,tftclucl.~epre8eh.t.ttves "amil1.ar wieti:l.ssues .concerning women, as well as' .' .' .
~v ~~c~1•..1n.. :e....••.It.t.i.t~v'.el!J.,. ,.0.1 the. '.. Co1tl.inl:l.81.·.,.:I..0.t.1'. 8.·.'tt.·d.• :Sbo.U·ld. i.n'\d.te.o~st!rVers ,.from':th.e .r.e.Siona.l
:qJClMliIJ!ODI'aftd 'theUn:lrted Natlons speciali8ed,agenc:l.es,4swellasfrom tbe'non-
. love~etital btaanilations,* ~~ " .. - ' _

. .' . . ,C~a:lde:tat:l.~lt of dl'aft\e~illit:iOiiIland vot:i.ng 011 led 4 .(b)
, ~,.

8S• ... Therelreaentati;ves of B~lgtu., .. DetUQark.,'.'rance. thePederalRepublic·of'.·
Qemany, Indones.f.a,IranjNew· Zealand. ·Swe~en,Thailand , the United .K:f.ngdomand
the1Jnited.Statesof America explained that while they' joined in the spirit o'f'
consensus, t!hey 1II81It:taitu!d tb.eir'orig:f.nal positions and reserVat:tons as stated when
Getteral Asse1lbly- resolut1on32/142was adopted.
-, . ~ _., ~ " , ,

86. At the 699tb .eeting, tnere})resentatlve of B.U;lga.t:'ia, 'also' on behalf of the
By.lorussian SSR, introduced adraftreso~ution~<_'CN. 6/L. 732): eoncern~n8the'
prov1stonalagenda' for the Wor-ld Conferenceoftbe Unf.ted Nat10ns- Decade foX' Women •

,
~. t,
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87. Tbesponsorsacc:epteda propos:alby NewZealandtoreplaceth~word "Decides"
by "Recommends'.'inoperative· paragraphs land' 2.' , .

88.>'Atthe'10~Oth:'meetfng~'on3 April 1978,. the representative of tbe Federal
Republic, of Getmany,:supportedby Belgium.' Denmark, France, Iran, Japan~-:~s~eden, the
'United Kingdomsnd.Thailan4. intJ:'oduced.oralanten<iments,to the preambularparagr~ph

of the draftresQlution;'and the second pre~bularparagra.plisof.' the draft . ..... ..'
,. recomrnende.et; far .ad9ptiQnbythe 'Council, 'Whereby; .,. the 'words "General" AsS,embli"'would
"be deleted 'before 'the 'word .'·resolut:i.C)n~: and .the,reference to.resolution32114:2
would. be. replaeed:by"the words. "other 'resolutions 'of the 'General '. Assembly".'. 'Thf!
represe~tatlve' of .the,Byeloru~sian·SSR ,rejectedtheamendments,'.which .we.re ·theh;put
t~.. J"yote.·,~ea1lle':l~ent to:~~ep.J:'~~bularparagJ:'ap~,of,thed.t:af~resolutiQn waS

;adopted by c14,votesto 8,wttbSab'stentions.The' ..'endm~l1t tothesecond.
p,re.mbUlar,:pa.ragraph"o~'the draftrec~end~tdto theCouncil"was adopt~dby:i4.,votes
't:08~>with 4;abstentions., ",' , ,', ,.

89.At the same meeting, the cJraft ,>resolu~iori wa,a, adopted as orallyaDlencJed, (see
chept. I,X1>e.1ow~:;r~s·()tution·3 (XXVII),.' " .

90. ',At the 699th mee:eing; ,the repre$entativeof;tl1e)Ped.eralRel1ubliC 0'£ Germany, on
beluilf also of Iran and Mexico. introduced a draft resolution entitled "World '
Confere,nceof ...the United Nations Decade for WODlen"(E!CN. sn: 737) •

< .",.,'. ..'.. If _.. '," "". '- ... ; ,

91. At the 701stme~tiril,therepresentativeof the FederalRepublic .of Germany
inform~d~heCommis$io~t~tthedraftresolutioIl was also sponsored by.Belgiu~"New
Zea1attd'aridThailand~. 'At the .702nd meeting, arevisec1 text 'of the draft resolution

,wassubmitte.dbythe,sponsors (E!CN.61t.7371Rev.l); , ,,' .'
;' , _ .. -'. .... ...' .. ." t ,

92. At the 702nd meeting, the CommissIon adopted the revosed draft resolution (see
chap.' I· above, draft resolution'VI).

"-

93. Atthe70lst meeting. the representative of India, on behalf also of Belgium,
Indonesia, Iran, Japan, .the'Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico, NewZea1and,.Peru, the
Philippines (observer), Sweden and Thailand, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Subtheme 'Employment, Health .and Education' for the World Conference of the United'
Nations Decade for Women" (E/.CN.61L.739), which she orally revised to include in
operative paragraph 10 the mention of the Food and Agriculture'Organization of the
United Nations after the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization.

94. The representatives of the Federal Republic of Germany.and of Iran indi.cated
,,' " -

that 'the draft resolution had been dtscussed and agreed upon by, the Infol'lllal Working
Group on Resolutions and proposed that the draft resolutiOn be adopted without a
vote.

95. At the 70lstDleeting., on 3 Aprii 1978, the C01Dlllission adopted the draft
resolution as orally revised (see chap •. IX belOw'. resolution 4 (XXVIX).

96. At the 702nd meeting, the representative at Hexi,co, on behalf also of Indonesia,
Pakistan and the United States of America, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Women in development and international conferencea" (E!CN.6!t.740). .SubseCluentlyt
France, the Niger and Thailand became sponsors.
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97. "Following'a.·.di~cussionof the<draft resQ1-.~tion, .the spons,ors submitted a
. revised text (EICN. 6/L. 140/Rev'.1} atthe704thme'eting. ":>;i"~' L

r--"

)
I

98•. ' At th~ 704th,meeting, onSApr:L11978,theCoi,eissionad()pted.tberevised
. draft ,resolut~on (see.chapt, IX below,(¥,sQlutien ;5.(XXVIIl ~ .,. .
. '<""""7" .~"., ,.. ,,' , '

.; . ";:' }'

99. The,J:.pres~ntative~of,the United1(ingd~.,exp're..ssedherG~ernme.nt'8:
re,ervaJ;1.on•. onoperative.l>aragraph ,5 (9ont~e:))as:l.sthatmeJ:'lta.nd D,(lt s.ex-:»:
sbo1,ltcl·be·thecriteri.for&ov~l'1UIlentaldelegatians attt!nding'Oonferences.' hotlier
reeerva'tlqo,··wa,s. mad,e, on. operative ,.paragraph; 'S·. '(~) ;. on ..~he ,.ba.sis,'t~t "her .' Goyernmel!t. ,
cou1dnot~~c01llDit ,itself in .,advance·'tO,financesuch actlvit"ies. ' . .
' '',; " •..'....•.. () ".' •..-,c',' ~'..', ..," :'~.":' .~~'~'~:•• :"':::~""';"'.'~ .....>,' .... '.... .

100. 'Atthe '. ,702n~.meet:1ng.~:,tbe .represe1Jt"t:l/ve'o't' Mex!c.. ~n1)ehalf,~lsoof ;T.~iJm.dad

.and~obaIOlintrodQCeda,~.dJ:'~~~ .r.e~~1~t1,.~n.(:EI9N.6lL.7411on,~hein~lusionof,tbec!
question of consumera, protectionin~be. Progr81lllQ,-".}?~.Acti(:)Jl.forsecond' half of' tb~
Un.itedNat:l.ons Decade for Women. ,~*r~iJ)\!7Niti;, c .,'

, ,- -:; :::"l, -'1

. ,_. :,:;~~,.i~~,i'_: ."~~""" .~__ :.,~ . "', "'., .'. " " '~-,~<_:-. v . ',>:' -> ,<--;; _ /, ._, ,:," ,'/':: ,'., " ': ':' <,' ,,",: ".', ", _.,",__ :~' .'":1

.101.' ,Following ·adiscuss'ion on the draftresol'l.tiontbe spon$C)rs 'subDl:l.tted a .,', '
revised text. (Elr:a.6/L.741/Rev.l) at the 704th meeting. '. 'The rep're'sentative of the
F.~~ral=Republl~c,.o~ GerQUlD.ysuggest.d the:dele~j.()nofthe ,~or4ln8Af1 enf,orcement.,
JDacb1nery~" 111operat,ivepat:agraph 2 ,,,,(Y·=(11)-,· wbich.. was 'ac~epte4 by the sponsors.,

• i_' ,-. -' , ~ , i :,'" -- 'I ' (/' '. . " . - •

i02 •. At the 704tb Dleet:f.,ng, ()nSApr:l.1' 1978,theC~is8iQn adopted the revised
, draftresolutionas,orallyrevis.ed (seecbaP. ,IX 'belQwj '4~aftresolution6 (XXVII).

.• . • -,' ,- • -, t) " •. ' •

• _ ",-"*;-

103~ "tJ:ae represenoative (it:~a".stanexpla:lnedthat·ifthe·araftresolut:l.onhad
'been'put'toa vote, berdelegat:f.on.would have abstained QWing to tb~ l~te ,"
distributionaf the ,text. .,
:,'

j9'

,..
J

.: __1_;

r" •

,
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IV. PROTECTION OF' WOMEN AND· CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED
CONFLICT' IN THE. STRUGGLE FOR PEACE,SELF~DETERMt~ATION,
NATIONAL LIBERATION' AND INDEPENDENCE

.- - - -.--...::::.; - -.'

104. The .coDDDissionconsideTedagendaitem Sat .. its 691st. ··t0694th,696th and 698th
meetlngs,fram28to31Ma.l'cb' 1978. It had .before it arepott of .the Secretary­
General,,(E/CN. 616l2andCorr'.I)preparedpursuanttoEconomieandSocialCouneit
resolution 1687 (LII). It also hadbeforeita statemeIlt'by the World Movement of
Mothers (El CN. 6/NG0/282) ,a .. non..governmentalorganization in, consultative status·
with .the··Economic and. Social' Council.

105 •••·".Inintroclqcing.··.tbe·report,ctherepresentative.of the~'Secretary-General
exp"tainedthat .the report'was based onin~ormation.. requested .by' ·the Secretary­
Genera1in.accordance·with'the·Councilresolution andfurni-shed'bY,Governments,
United nations'., •organs and .bodies, , 'speclaliz'edagencies' .and ··non~aovernme.ntal. ,~
organizatfonsas well· as .on the 'zoelevant reports ·'()f the.'Un:J.ted'Nationsorgans.She
infomred the Commission that "twoProtocola Additional·' to' the Geneva 'Conventions of,
19~9, ,dealing" withehe .protection .' of victims of international, armed conflicts "and
non-:J.nternationalarmed·conflicts'respectively,.had'been adopted at 'the ,fourth
session 'iQfthe DiplomaticConference.onthe Reaffirmation and Development of
InterJ;1at:J.ona1 Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, in June 1977. " Those
Protocols contained proVisions with respect to the protection of women attd children,
which stTengthened those of the' Geneva Conventions of'1949 and' ·include4~. 'inter alia,
provisions for the evacuation of children and the pJ;otection of women,arid children
against rape, enforced prostitution and any form of indecent assault.

106. Many representatives underlined the importance of developing and strengthening
normsoffnternationalhumanitarian law in order to protect. women and children in
emergency and armed conflicts. They welcomed the adoption by the General.' Assembly,
on the recommendation of the Commission on the Status of Women, of the Declaration
on the Ptotection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict (resolution
3318 (XXIX). They paid a tribute to the efforts of the International CODDDittee of
the Red Cross with respect to -the preparation of the two draft Additional Protocols .
to" the Geneva Conventions of 19·49 and coaaended thel>iplomatic Conference on the
Reaf'firtnation and Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed
'Conflicts'fora~optil1g them at its fourth session. -s

107. Many representatives noted with deep regretthesufferfngs of women and
children in specific situ'ations and mentioned ln 1?articular South Africa, Namibia,
Zimbabwe, Chile and Israeli-Occupied territories ot the Middle East. Theyexpress'ed
special concern with respect to the harsh treatment of women in detention,
imprisonment of children, torture of 'Women andch1ld~en and deplorable prison
conditions. .

108. Some representatives expressed their firm support for the inalienable right of
the Palestinian people to self-determination and the creation of their own State"

109. Many representatives referred to the humanitarian assistance 1;'endered by 1:he :lr
Governments to women and 'children in specific situations of emergency and armed

-37-



, • "._',,_ ~,.:.~_:'-. _0, ""':'",., ~/ •

,~110. ,A number of representatives, eaphali1zedtbe imp9rtanceof ,the,solutiOtlof
:1nt'etnat!on.~cpnflicts,bypeaCef,41\Jne4iis~'~!IdW,:1.thoutllseof force;, the " ," '~, , ' -..;
etX'engtbep,1J:'lS of ,theprocess;iof ,d'tente ,and"respect ..for tltenorm8 of ~1\terna~iona1
buunitarianlawfor"tbe t.~oltltl,on ,of the probl,elIlof protec;t1on of women and',
cb:l.l(fren:l.n specific 8:1.~ua.~1Ql1s~ '" " ,' ' '

lIS. During the discussion of the draft resolution, thefollowin8 oral amendments
were 1I8de: the representative of CUba proposed that the words 'i:lnclud~n8 those
easaged in the struggle for peacetse~f-determination"national I1berat1on an~,

1Ddepen, dene,,e"Should be deleted in 9PJ!rative p,aragraph 1; tb,e i:epr~sent:~~:1ve,of the
Byelorussian SSR proposed the insertion of the word,ureleva,nt" befoJ:'e the words
"1nternationa1 hUJll8nitarian organizations" in operative parasraph,'2; the'

114.. At tbe 696thmeeting,therepresentat:l.ve of, the federal Republic of Germany
introduced a ·draft resolut~on (EICN.6/L.729) concerning the protection of wQ.-en/children
ine1Der8et1~ and armed conflict in the struggle for cpeaee'$elf~determinat1on-,national
l:l.berationa1\d independence. The representative noted with satisfact10nfurther
developmentstllinternational humanitarian law sincetlle adoption by' the General
Asse.blyof the Deelaration on the Protection of Women and Childten :tn,E~ergency

and.A~d Conflic~evidenc:e8"by the ,adoption of, the-two "Additional frotocols to the
, "

Geneva Conference of 1949. ~Therepresentativestated that humanitarian
organizati~swere able to do much more" and the 'draft reso1ution th.erefore,appealed
for greater support from Governments for international and humanitarian
organizations which could tber~by achieve greater results.

, .
,Consideration ,of draft resolution.and'voting

112. The role oftbeC;ODIIDissionon tbe 'Status qf Wom~nwa8"repeatedlyunderli1t~d
and in tbatconnex:l,on,r$fereneewas"also made to thefo1Sthco1QinsInternational Year .'
,oftbeChild.whlc~. in theopin~4)n'of some delegat~Qns.ah()til(~'lo~us theat~e1ttion
of world publ:1cop:1nion on the problem of,' protect ing children in:, situ!:ltions of

,eIDerseneyancl .aJ;llled contlicts,.and should mobilize world opinion in support of
8uf~erin8 chiJ:dren,ln,'s,peclf:l.c .:ltuations., ' '

11~. A urge. number of representatives appealed to Governments to adher~'to
ex.1$ting lnterna,tionalcon"entions concerning "the ,protect:lon of,' human rights in'
armed conf~;1et, :lncluclins,,~:Lrst of ~11. the four Geneva Convent:l.ons of 1949, and,
the two Additional, Protocols.

-38..,

'~ eonfl1ct. which included. inter alia. help for refugees ; rebabil:l.tationprogrammes;
medical" ,ch11d-car.and.d:u~ation81$etvices;. materialalld' financtalhelp, including

: 'contributions cto'X'.sp..c:ttveUn1tedNatio,nsfundsl'as well"as '~easu't'es to mobilize
world public op:1nion:l..,.upport ofw.OUlen and:cb:Lldrenin'casesofemergencyand
armed eonflictll' ",'.

lIlt'" lat4ta'oplnion oof'some representativeS,tany'effort' directed 'towards singl:f.i1g
• out certain ,roup. of ci~;L~iMls tended to ~et,ract from the general (,protect:l.Ql'l that,
.\::. should be enjoy,ed by ,the. e:l'V:l.l~a~ populat1~n as a Whole.' ~st ;representatives'f'"
,~.however •. feltt~t 'thC)~&li·~ssue8 ~ffeQtingwomen andchildrenwe~einsep'arablefr.om

issues affe,cting human,t1shtsingeneral. wcmen ancl, cbildren were '~'he most .,c'
, , " , ' "., • """, , ' ',' • ",' ,",' " , ' , '(,"1" ~\!

vulnerable vl~t11p of :._, conflictjJandshould't tberefore:, be given special
pri,ority,,' :l."n.,tbe",.deve",lo"plle,'."tit' ()f internatioJ:la~ bJ,lDlanitatian law.

. !I:.!':' '.
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representatfveofDenmark suggestedaddfng the words "such as the International
Committee of the Red Cross" after the word "organizations" inoperative paragraph 2;
the representatives of 'Indonesia and Pakistan proposed the deletion of the.words
"adtaering'to"in operative paragraph S. After some deliberations, the
representatives of Cuba arid the Federal Republic of Germany presented a joint .ora1
revision t'o operative paragraph 1,deletfng the words "including those engaged" and
replacillgth~ by the words. "in emergency situations"'•. The representative of the'
Federal., Rep\1.blic "of "Germany was .agreeable to oral amendments 'made by the
repre8e~ta~ives of·the Byelorussian SSR,Denmark, Pakistan and Indonesia.

116. A.t its :698tbmeeting,on. 31 &rch1968,the Commi~sion adopted the draft
resoltltion asocal1yrevised (see chap ,'. 'IX be1ow,resol,ition 7 (XXVII)·~

,117. The 'representatives of.Denmark,Sweden and the United States of America stated
that, thoUgh 'they 'had joined the consensus, they felt that the Commission's concern
sbould'be'topromoteequal'treatDlent of men and.womenin all'fields. Everyeffort
should therefore be made 'to protect the whole civilian population, irrespective'''of
sex.

118. The representative of Pakistan felt that legislation should'concernal1
civilians. However, she recognized thatwOIIlen and children occupied a special
position. ' ThEf'representatlveof France stated that, had there been a vote, the
French delegat1.on·wouldhaveab~tained.

"
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121.. '... Tb. COMt••lol\cQlJianded.th. reportoftbeSe~retal'y..Generalandnot4\dtbat·
:it: provlded.' •. uadul, b...i..;fo'r",a.ltb.~ation8.Tl:t••.coiluntss:lQnaleo expressed
tlPP'fe.t.t4ltion 'to UNISc;O for,:l.ts"~prel:l1ll1naryrepo-rt,•. ,:;, .. . . .~,

.... '

~ " _. - -,. . - ',_ , "I

123__. Afev :rep~setltatives,also denounced equally 'vehemently help' provided by
&tpe.-riU1$'t P~rs and lIonopolies to tbe rac:l.streg:Lmesinsout'tiernAfrica._

124.. Hanyrepl'esellt:atlves deploredtbe pass laws-establ:Lshe4 under·apartheid.
'Wbtch badtbe effect.of fo"tciblyseparating wanen frmn theirfam11ies. They called
fox-atl.end to.:tbose and.other laWS orpra~~1cefl tbat denied the right or opportunity
'to VOW!.llto work or toreceiv~equalpay.:~pr equal lfork.lnthat.connexion,some iJ -

•.... '.. . '. ....<!,

:repruet\:tati'ftSst4ted t~" 'the -raeis't minority regimes in southern Africa were
suppo'.tt:ed by a few States \I!f,..)seeconomic tnterests in the area received higher
pdortt.ythaa thei~e.~taet\ttohuan.rights. " It~as also noted' by some
:reI't:'eseittativestbat c:ertaintransnatfonal 'corporations continued to collaborate
vibi, .~ ~port'to, the racist 1Ilinority regimes in contravention of numerous
lJait:ed l(atlOnS resolut~oll$;tbeya1socontinuedtopursue discriminator! employment
ad~. pt:aeti.eQ' witb resPect . to· nOl1-wbitein general and non-white women ,in
particul'ar•. Otlerept'esentative caned, for a study on the perpetuation pt apartheid
by ~ranso.at:ioIlal corPorations frODl.southernAfricai.n accordance with relevant
Dm.ted 1lat::iDns r,esolutions. .

D5. ~a1 repres,eotat:ives proposed that , tn vi,elf ot }..J..~ proclauUltion of 1978 as
tiaeblt:eraaWmal.1:ear against Apartbei.d,the. CQjlpQls,sic,' .. ~ouldpr~nounce .itself on
'trJe ~.of.~tfhe:l.c1an~putfo"a1:a s.pec:tfi~c meas.urea '1:Qass'i,st non""'Whlt:e W()DJ,en .
tIliowi:ce ._ffer:bts 1J9c1er.· aertbeic1.. A felt' X'ep~es:entative8 puttoxward the op:Lnl,on
1dIaI: the~i.oJl, should as~ offici.;J.l.reapons.i.b:l.1i.ty fors:ucb WQ1nenand called

o

. , ' ,

_122"l t\uabn ofrepr••entat:l.vea strongly condemned. aear~bld.d as- a crime against
..b'\ltW\tty,,'.'fell&athadell'ac1tng and ,deplot'able -conditions to which non-whites
VU'.s\l~jec-t:edil\aoutbel'nAfl'ica,makina specific reference to WOlllen,.' who were
$ubjt\ctedtodouble di;scI'111illation. both on the grounds of colour and of sex, .

/~:'

--:.;;'~ ": I: .

V. ·'n1lt"'I~$ ,OJ·.:ta:m: OJ,~q, ,.siA';;s .or Wc»DU(
-, '",. .... J \'",

115h"Th.'CQ.i881~oftltc1.r.dl:t.JJt.6o!:J.tsagC!lndf1lt,:Lt, 691st .693rd.694eh
.l\tl69Stbll\.~tU\lI,;'b.tw••i\ 27 <.and '29 March: 1918. ' ,t'thad: .before :It.reportof

o _ tl\@ S~ert!tA'f'y"O.n~a1 ~t\t:t.tl.a "Th. _fleecs of .!.P.!tthetd oft the s tatuB of women in
Soutb Africa, Namibia and South.m l\bQ4,lla", (.ION·.~r~r6i~~'-i and a 'Ptel1m:J.nary tepo,rt
of UNISCO o,n, t:~e- '.:l!oatl of !u.t"~,b,..~sl. Oft tbe, statuI \ £, women. whioh was c:l:tculated ..
.~ a c.~,n\f.r.ne.. YOOll. lap'~, It,, a~.o had· 'bilfore :L~ A"ltatement 'b-y ,The Msoctate4" :
Coullt'ty 'Wo.,U\ of .thfl WOl"ld (B/,CN. 6/NOO/278). a non-governmental organization :Ln
~ol.\'\lltatlV.jtA.tulwittith.lconollltc andSocialC,ounci1lt~· . .. . .... , .! .,.

, .~.·····~,1.I()• ........·lft·~~trodu<ttt\I,··'tb., .£o._~·;t,POyt~ ,.tlt~ ..·.repre....ntatiV•. of,the .. ·S8eret.ry ~~rte,t"al
,~\ll.t".dthatth.'~'llOtt•."btcb had,b••nJ),epared in re.ponll,to 'res()lut~()n'3Qf'
·:th..· WOtldCot\fe¥tnca ,~ftl\_ 1l\'t.~:r.atl0l\a'ttWom.n'I:Yea.r.endoJ:ledby .theGeneral: .

4\8•••1):1:, "t\\~e'olutlot\13520 (XXX) •. contained ,Analyses of·!.Ratehe~dand :Lts e£f,eQ;ts'
O1\t:bal~l.l. aocia1.,'econ*icarul po11,tica1. 8'~atus o!women. . . ."

. . -p, 11,

,Ufilll'.'l.Mlf;I......~}I~I.ltil....r.io,~II.ldil•.·.....lII[..I)lino.!•••.·..,.•· .fMliJIJlrp l....~ .. "
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, 261 General Assembly resolution.2l06A (XX), annex.

27l General Assembly resolution 3068 (XXVIII), annelt~

28/ General A~sembly resolution 3057 (XXVIII), annex.-

127., .Many repres~ntat1:ves dl'ewtheattel.ltionof' the eoDllDlssion to Security <=c;nuic;:il
resolution 418, (1971lcalling for,amandatory.armsemb~rgoaga1nstSoqthA.frica,by
which theSecurity,CQ~ncilhadf.or .'the'first tiDle invoked Chapter VII i'oft'he , .!

Charter of tbe United Nations against a ~emberState. ~.~YurgedMember States tQ
enforce that,and,all other U.,:U::ed Nations ,re.o1utionfJII tliat-,\ hadbeeA adopted to bring

','- , _. ;.. ~ -', "," _ '__ ,_ " _ _ . '" :." ' ,';'" -:. : .J. • '. '",

pressure on the racist :t"eg~;4nes in sou~hernAfr1ca." /_ . " '

128. Several representatives also proposed that Member:States should give aid to
the,victims of',apartheid ,,' either by, 1Dakingcontributions~,Por,:1~erea~l~rtbeir. pled8~s
as the case might be, to the United· Nations EducationalaAd Trainin& 'Proarauamefor
SoutbernAfrlca, the United Nat.ions 'I'rustFund ,for,Soutbi\frl,c8tindthe Unite~ ~~,
Nations Inst;itutefor ,Namibia. '4 proposal was. :made th8l: theUnitedN.t;tons' should
endeavour to disseminate information about apartheid generally, and about its' '

-- r
effects on women in particular. One represent~,tive noted that the United Nati~~

Institute for Namibia had reported in 1976 that only 40 per cent ofitsstudents.~~.
were women, and recommended that the Trust Fund and Tr~1rdng Prog~amme sb~uld also
be requested to provide j . through non-governmental orgairl.zatio~9, ti: breakdoWn of r

the ,percentages of vict:ims of aertheid_ according ,t~sex•.,' Itw~salsosugges.ted" <­

that an allocation of ,tunds from the VoluntaryFun~tf'orthe United Nations J)ecade'
for Women could be made available to non-gove~~ntalorganizations to undertake '
spe.ci.fic man~ates, as for exalDple:, the provi~ionof legal aid for women detainees: .
Many representatives st.ated that the ,urgent elimination of ~here_':lningenclavesof

racism and colonialism required decisive and consistent,ac.t;l.on.from the ent1r~

1nternational,community tn order to implement tbePrograJlDlle for the beeade for
Actio~ to Combat Racism and Racial Discriminatlon,'Z8/and to ensure the colaplete
international isolation of the, racist and colonialist-reg1mes of southem Africa.

. ~ . .

129. 'One representative proposed that more research should be carried out to ensure
that all aspects of the effects of 'apartheid on woaenwere cons:l.dered.

, J'•

126. ,Kanyrepresentatives endorsed the.conclus.lons and recommendations contained ,
·itt,.paragraphs 73 to 79 of the Secre,tary:'General' s report(E/CN.6/61~)~nd ' ,It

'recommended tbilt" dlt';:Ltementitled"Theeffectsof' apartheid on thest.",tusof w~en"-
b~.\put ,O,ll the agenda, of the World Cop,ferenceof the' United Nations Decade for 'WOMen,

" to'-be held in 1980.' Some representatives also propofJedthat'such aniteDlbe ','
included in the, agenda of ,tbe,twe~ity-eighthsess:Lonof tbeCommiss.ionand indee~'
of all futureaessions. ,',A,numberQf repres,entatives.po':1nted out that ,1978hadbeeJl
proclaimed IntemationalAnti-Aparthe1.!:Year,andcal~ed..onGoverDJllentswhich'ha~f"
not yet dQnesotoratify the!nternational Conventions on theSuppre6ision.and '
Punishm~pt of the crime of Apartheid. '

upon States that had not done so to ratify the International Convention on the
Elim:l.nation of All. Forms of Racial PifJcrimination 26{ and the·Znternational

, -Convel?-tion on the suppression and Punishment of .the Crime ofAp,arthe~., 27/ '

•lIFe

.an it "lli.£••
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Cottsideratiotl()f'llraft" 'resolutions: land voting......,.. .' . ,'. . " .,
.. \. \', ",-,"

130. .. Oneteptesentative:proposed' .. tbat ',:-theCommiSsion. '.should ."cOns.:ldeTsubmftting ....·the
. conclusions andprop~salsof_the'Secretary-GeneTal' s -reportto,,,-·theEeonotnt~·and' ,
SocialCounc:llintheformofaresolu1:ionandthat women from southern Africa"
perhaps 're;presenta~:LveEJ'of~helibeT:~tion.ovements,:be':Lnvitedtoa4dress'.'the ~

'~·P:t~p.ClratOrY:do~tt~~for-. th~Wo~idcoi~ference., .' •She .'furthe.rproposed·thEit .·the
"Secre~a~Y-Genel'altS'r~poTt8houldbesubmitted'.s.·tbeC6mmtssion's;paper 'totbe ' ,
World Conference to C01Ilbat'aae:l.smandRacialD1.scriminationto be held in Geneva'in
··Augu~tt1918;The'Comm:l.ss:f.on'at.so'heards~atements.fr~•. ,the'obsener:of:one":'
:l.nter!gov~rn1Aental'ol:'galtizat:ton,:aridonenon~governmental.,organiz,_ti.op.incaregoTy'1
con8ultat:lve':statusw~tlithe'ECQnODllc'andSoc:l.a1:Counci'1'andfromthe ' , . ,
.l'epi-esen.tatlVes'()ftbre,speci.liz~dageneie8~: .

.' -- '. .. ~.. " ',~-~ ,:, .", ,- .. ', .'- n< " ". . -:.

133 •. ·'Theiept".esetlta~:I:vErofWROstatedthat.·ina~i:udy.conductedby, ·l1er ., organizat,:i.on
it:b~d.be~n.,~~t~bl:LSh~dt1tat,apartheid!~s'an,obstacle to'go~~.health .WHOnad' ",
p~~pared"at~be,requestof~he,Spec~alCommi~tE!e against Apal:theid,a're})ort 'on

..apartbaid'-an~,.e~tal·healtbeare.Wh:l.ch·' revealedth~ .connexlon~i between apartheid .. and,
Psyc~08o.~ial ~trai~EJ." WHO ,continued to:studythe:l:mpact· ofaparthe~donvarious.

.aspe't's6fbea1tb . ,,'" .' '" ," ~ . "','.. .:f,: ',':; ', .. 'c. :" '." .,:'. "" ,

134 •... rrb~:Teln:esE!ntiJt:lve. of>ibe·lt,O d~ew'tbe attention of the Commission to the '
·'o:cgan:l.zationfsdeclaratlon~andrecommendat:Lorisa:gainst discrimination .based~iriter
alia, . ",-tt'! race. iind Co.l,OUl;; in partIcular Recommendation No.lll,whicbforbade .'
diScrlnl1,n,~10nibased. on raee.,·Sb.e'dr~"theattention of. theCammissionto the
elevent~~fJpec:talreportof:the"])it'ector~(;eneral'29['on the application of the ., ,.
declat"at;i~p-Fc~~~er~~<ng thePoli~y of'Aparth~..i.d· of., the Republic ofSout~Africa an~
theSymposiu1J1 };nEquality of. Oppor-=unity and~,ret!tmentinEmploymerit.in Africa, 'held
at Da~arfro1Jl19to30'Septemb'er1977at whictfthe issue of aeartneid was widely
d:tfjcussed.·She stated'that thelLOwouldcontinueits s~ruggleagainst allfortDs of
'd~~}8crimination, including apar~he1d. .

. \\~.. " ..."":..;:..... ~!t' ) , :"1'

131.",The'represe1ttati.vaoftheOrganizatio~ofA.fticanUnftydrew:theattention of '
ttie,eotqlDissionto,the~:ri~18,.cietentions'anclbanning of many' African wOlllen in. South

"AftfcEl"iltl&~'urged'th'e~omm1I1sf.on'to'adopt'coDcrete,meas\1res,t,o'a8$istthose:iTfctims

,.Of.. ·. apartb,:1-d •. '. '.h....e·· ·~hanke,... 4thetion~govemmental, 0..rgan:Lz'atio~s'. fortlteir'work. . in .
southern!'Africa1\ .' ,':':'" .' H , .' , '.' :', "".' .,'

.. - - ,- - - .; - • '~; _. • -;' - ,. ,~" : • , • .<

135. 'At the 102nd meeting, the representative ,ofFrance,on·cbebalf also of the ,
'NigerandZaire,introduceda,draftresolution entitled "Reuniting'offamil~eswho
havJebeell¥ictms of ,apartheid" (E/9N.61L. 742 and Corr.l). .Subsequently, the
Federal Republic of Germany, India, the Libyan Arab Jatnahiriya,Pakfstan, Senegal,
Swed.en ~.nd Tha:f.l,&'nd became ·sponsoJ;s. . . ,

. 29/Gerteva,International Ulbour Office, 1975; Intemational Labour Conterence,
sixtietb session.,.
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136. The representative' of'France, 'in the light of the discussion, made the
, fo110wing'.oralrev1sionsto' the text: in operative paragraph It'hewords, "Invites
. the 'Economic and Socialdouncilto denounce such practices'i wer e replaeed bytbe'
words "Condemnssuch,:lnhumane ,practices";lnoperative pat:'4graph 2 the words ,"the .
GoVernment, of :South ,Africa ~createsthe"weredeleted and words "be created" added at
the end of ,the paragraph.

'/'

13.7. Atthe703rd meeting, ,on4 April 1978, theCommiasiona(lpptedthedraft,·
resolution asor-.llyrevised (see chap.. IX below, resolution H (XXVII).

, )

, ~

138. c : At the ,same Jueeting,':tlterepresentatlveof the Ni,ger,on behalf a180.o,f.
Ethiopia, the Libyan Arab JUahiriy&,' Pakistan,Settega1; Togo and 'Zaire, 'IntrodUc,ed
a reviseddl:'lJ,ft:resolution (E/CN.6/L.744IRev,.lJ on, the effects of 'apartheid'onthe
status of. women. ,:Ha(iagascar:'subse'quently ,joinedtbesponsors., "The., represent.ttive
of the ·NiaerC)J;"ally ,rev1.sed()p:er,ative:'p~ra8r~ph3 by replacing tbewordsuSecre:t'aly~,
General tha'the" by ,"Consu1tative,C01DDlftteetoU,and, ~lso 'reVisedopera~ive " ,I

paragraph 5 by adding iDDDediately fo11oWi,ng the phrase "to invite" women" the words'
"in accordance wit~ General Ass,embly lresolution 3280 '(XXIX)". ~:

of '.'. ~

139'. ,The representative ~of thelJudget: DivisioIlmade a statement, concerning the
financia1imp1icat:l.onsof the draft resolution (see annex III below)., '

140. At the 70Sthmeeting, 'the representative of. the Niger, on behalf of the'
sponsors,join~dbylndia, submid:e.d .a'revised' text (E/CN.6/L. 7441Rev. 2) '~o110wlng
consultations with a number of representatives. Insubmitt1ng the revised text, the
representative of the Nigerstated that, the s.pq,nsorsbad accepted an amendment
ptoposedby, thereptesentativeof'Bulgaria 'to replace the slxtbpreambularpar,8graph"
whfchread "Condemning thecont:f..nued presence and investlDents of transnational.· '
:co~pora'tions InSoutb Africa" by ,thefollow~ng text: "Visorously'condemningthe
act-lvities and pract:ices of tbe transnationa1 corpo1:'ations insou;th~rn Africa, which
~re incompatible with United Nations'reso1utions".

"

141. The representative of tbe United States requested a vote on the revised text.
The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics tben requested that
the vote be by roll-call.
r
142. At its 705t:bmeeting, on 5 April 1978, the Conunissionadopted tberevised
draft resolution as orally revised, by 19 votes to 1, with 8 abstentions (see ;chap. I
above, draft reSOlution VIII). The voting 'was astollows:,

In favour: Bulga-ria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist .Republie, Cuba, Ethiopia,
G~rman Democratic Republic,l:ndia, Iran, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,Madagascar, Mexico,
tliger, Pakistan, Peru, 'Senegal, Toga, Trinidad and Tobago, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Venezuela, Zaire. "".,,~~

Against: United States of America.

Abstaining: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Japan,
New Zealand, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great BrLtain and Northern Ireland.
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143.Tb~ r~l>r.(asent:atlVeQftlle Unlt~dStat~sJ .in,e:KPlanat:lon of herjl~8atiV~ v()te,
observed'~that..al.tbo\1gh~be United.Sta,tes .:remainedfimlyoppos~dt() .. apartheid,tbe ~
new8Dlendnlentincorporated ... ln ··the· •..t~xt .was .politically. 'deaeructiVetd~~l$i:ve.. and, .
far ,frOlll1JPpro~ln8tbesii:yationln soutber,nAfrica,' coUI~ .s~rvetostrellgthenthe.
,ban~.of..:tli(tsuppoX'te:rsof.... aertheidby. giving:thelntw.omlstakeil .. impressiolUJ.:.' the . .
f:l.rst·lfast~t<theUnl·tedNatlo~smeans to c~llensethe. eJ;ist~nce()ftbeStateo>r

.Gove~entof SouthA~rlca;theseeond.wastbatthe internatio~al'opposition to. .
~parth-:id.~l.~bt .bf7 ~()t~J.,. :." ".. '"
'144.;··i'J:he'rep$~sentiatlve()£::Delmiarlt:~~:on.'behalf ... o!·,tlleDiember,s ,of tbeE\1X'ope.an
Cqaun~ty~".e]tpla~nedt,bltw~ilej~ey.t()~W~ref.:l~~y oep()..~d~o·apa1"tbeidt tbey l'lad
ab$~a#1ed,:be~.us~ 'they' 1)ad> 1JQPoX'tant ,rese".tionsaboutsevC!ralpar.sr.phs,,~..• ,".~'Tb.I1SIl,
tlieyc()ll$~aered .".that'in.tlle .sbtth.p~e8mbularp~r••r~Pb,t1i.,·~olld.Jlatipn,by 'the . '
Cc)uaiIlSl0ti....• ()f:;t.beact:l.vities()f·t:ran~'I18,t;(Qna~«;oJ;po:riatign~.1l7a8:tnappropt~~te .since.·

.' there 'was ..8 .:·.q()I'1II'ti'.sion-.c)ll, ..Transn4t:tou.l:CQ7;ppratlcii&i~c:l.tic~11y .. ebara.d.wtth the .
study of their "activli::tetJ. "A!so, .op~a~1.veparasraph l.,~as :.contr.ary~~l~he .
proyisl9,Dflof ',the Unl.ted. ~at:tops'Charter'wh~ch .stves .only..the.SecU,.rf~y;Councl1 ..
authority to take such a decision. ,Furtb~rt ·ltr8l1.count~rt~,.tlie,effc)1:'tstobring
about. ape.acefulsolut:l.ol1tothe"situation·1.nNamib*aalld:Soutltern.1Ulodesia. . . . .... .

·Fina.~1;YlJ ..t~eJ)ropo~al .. 1nopera.tiv.~.pa~~g1"apb4d~d, ~ot'fallwltbin>~J1ecri~~ria of
the Voluntary Fund for the United ~.tiol1S..Deeade .forlio.n as' adopte<t ,by.the Gelleral

.ASs~..bly in'resolutlorf 31/133. _.' - ." . . ." , .

14~.. ... ~e~epr~sentaJ:lveofJapan,also· expia:f.:n~dthatshehad. abst~illed because of'.
. the Inappropriate ~worcllngo£ .the· res.olutlon. . ,.' '.

. O

,', ..' '-:;;;--....

. ,
, .

"
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VI. ,C<JofMUN.ICATIONSCONCERNINGTHE STATUS 'OF ;lJOMEN

",

147. At its 696tb meeting~ ,on 31 March '1978~ the CODDllissiotr"'consideredagenda item
7, 'which'l1adbeen.·inC:ludedln~:theagenda.asa· result 'of El decision'of" the 'Colmntssion
duringtheexcl)aiigeofviews Qnthe'adoptionof the agenda.

, : '. .,. - .~ . .: ,- '. ' .

148. "During··th~aisct1ssion.vat-ious ,representatIveS argued .that' the "U:elllcontiIl~ed'
"to ,belong to the agenda'of' the 'CODIIIlission not,btllyafthecurrentsessionbutalso .
at·future,se8si.ons • unless the EconOlDicandS(icialCounc:l.l~eJ,'e:t'o~decide ·tothe
cotttratj; ';Il{'tlle1rvie",tthematter,~ontinueci,tobegovernedbyCo(\ncl,l r~soiut:ion '
76 (vr. ',as~, ~ndedbYCouncl).res61utl()n ,,304 '(XI) • They regretted that no lists of
cOlldbunicatlons had been p~epared for the consideration oft'heCommission in.
accordance' 'with those resolutions and expressed the wish that the lists to be
prepared for :thetwenty-i'eighthsess,ion,woulddealwithcOJIl1I1unicationscoJl,cerning "the
status of women 'receivetfsincethepreparation of the'lastlists considered by' the

, Commission.··.'r,hey stre$Sedthe~,lmportanceofthe,;question~ po:l.ntingout' thattbe '
p'roeedux-e permittedtheCOmmisslontobeinf,ormed of: the very 'seriousproble1b8faced
by women whose ,furidamentalrights were, 'violated. ' <

~

149. A number of repr'esentatives·. referring to decision 223 (LXII) of the Economic
and Social Council, whereby the Councii decided to defer action on draft resolution
X. ~el1titled"CoiDmunications concerning ,'the status of women", recommended for
adopt'iol1. bytheCODlDlissionati'ts 'twenty..;s:l.xth 'session, '30I?'5ere of the opinion that
theComm1.ssion. asa 'subs'fdiary orgari·ofthe Council. haTtoawait action bytbe
latter'~which;'_oulddetermine 'whethstornot theCammlssion should deal with the
quest!ori.·Fui~the11Dot-e,'they reiterated .thepositionind'1cated at'previous ses~1ons
of the CODII'llission, lUUIlely.' that the 'consideration ofcommun:f.ca,tions;concernin8the~

status of'women'shouldbedealt withinthe:context of the' existing procedures
followed for 'coiDmunicatlonson human, 'rights. . ,

150. The representative of the Secretary.;..<;eneral.offered an explanation of the fact
that no item on the subject had been iueludedin the provisional agendafot' the
twenty-seventh session of the 'Commission. It was ,reca.1.ledthat at it$ ,twenty-fifth
aessi~n. "tbeCommissiollhad decided that future cODlIIlurtieatlonsrelating to the .
status\ofwomen sho~ld,be considered i~.aceordance.withCouncilresolution1503'
(XLVIIf) and that the question should be deleted from theCo_i~sion'sW'Ork
prograllllle., ,The Council. by ,decision 86 (LVIII),. had decided to invltethe
COmmitiu~:~onto c;:onslderthe advisability of continuing to deal "ith c01DIIlunic8t:1.onn ,
concetg.1ng the statui of women. in· the light,of the report of 'the Secretary.-General
and the discussion in the Social Committee of the Council at its fifty--eighth
session. and tf;) report to the Council at its sixty-second session. At its twenty'"
sixth sessi,on the, CO'IlIIIlission had recot1llD.ended to the Council draft resolution X, on
which the Council had not yet taken a ,d'«!cision. ,

. ', • _ A<

151.SOIIle delegation,~ expressed reservations on tnat explanation bY' the Secretariat.,

. "

and Social Council, Sixt -second
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:PROGtWDmOF WORk t INCLUDING THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL '
AGENDA FOR 'THE'MN'rY~EIGHTHSESSIONOFTHE .
C(HllsStON

"

152•.. Tbe'C01ld:l.~~il)t\eOn8:l.detf!d;,.gen~a,:l;te~'8,:atits696th;tQ.~~8th·;'mgetings •. 'on 30
.anc:l31·:Ma,l:cltl~;Z8•.. ;tt;\lad.beforel~ .the progt".a.~budget;f:9J::th,»:l.C!nnium;19·78~1.979

concemitla.the .• statusof.QIIl.n~.'311.a~eportby;.tlt~·Secr~~a;rY-Gen'f~1,on.WQrking.· ..
·wo.eriandthe·.Bhar1n~qfbou8ehold ~cluties·(Et~.6161al; ·4' 'note by. the.S'eeretarlat
ei\~itJ.ed:nSp.•e,tal.probl~1IJfJ:•.l;.e1.ttl.l8,. <t.o.tnliUa~ ..~t8bt.; ..•,of,·w:omen.·4e.ta1n$d,or· .impY:·lsoned'P ,
··and~nother·~ny.t_ .·tnfl~.nce()f:act~Yltlj~ o~.fot.laJ1· ·eepuo1llie.a"clother .':l.J1terests .

.. 'ontlle ·11v:l.lll~Qtld'~tioM9ft-, w.ell.;I,l1·4.pencientt~rr:ltQtiee.wbich.wer~ve;l.~c~:Lated .
•...•• ·toaf.e~ene~(·rO()lr..P~p~t81.)'l4.· •.•tlOt~ ..'bY,::.t:he·~~ct~ta~Y~G ..net;~l:,eont'''Jltn.g··a· ,draft.

· ·.···p'rov~alo~.l'l.nd.;.cfo~.·~..~. ·twent1-~:tlbth8"S$1.o11,,·C)f ··th~C01IIIDiss1on(EIC~,61L.7~6) •
,'. ' '. . -.

,,. ;., ,,' \., '
tl " ,'::- , ", " , ~, .

153. ..TIle !A8si8~.nt])lrec;toi:<o£·, theCe~tte f orSocia1 D~velop1Dent and,·Human;J.tarian
'Mfa1l'.·f!rewatt.1\~lQ~ ·to,tbe.'p~Qsr_eb~4&et·for~he.bienniu.n··.1978..1919.. ~Shf!also
indleat~d;tn.t':W9ttt, W"". current:(.y. under, w,y'Qn ,tbepJ"eparat:lc>n .0ftlte'1De,dlulIl-t_rm··

·;planfo-r. 1980·~983. .~he~;pla\l w.aQelng ~laborateawith ~he·p~iorities of the '.' .
DePa~t.ent()f Keono~c~ndSocialAff.1rs:Ln.ind•. ShelnfonnedtbeCo1DQlissionthat
.1'ttwouldbe helpful for the Sectetarl.t, to have i.ts g\lidance· on :l:tsfuture wor~. ,
progralllDeso that itssuggestiQ1\s m.ight· be taken into account in the preparation of
·tfh~..prQgt:_ebud8etforthene1C,tblennium. ',.Introducing the r~portofthe .
Secre.tarY....Genel'alol1yorld.ng ·wOlD~n_4·the sharing .o.f·f~ily resp()nsibil.ities "
(B1CN.61613l:. ,8be8t~essedthat,its9\J8bt tgex~inethe ,scop~o£ ,the1ltajor CPllcepts

..in"olvedt.:.ndanalys•. tllep.ttetns of .alloeat~~J;l.;ofl1o\1seh.oldduties ..ong f·~ily ..
·'.e1Ibe~sattdtheirilap.ctonthef~11y, in genet:al, ~d W'oJ:king'womellfn .partibular.
a 'It: prQPosecla.nqDlb~r'·of1llea8ures.designed toac"ievea mor~ ;t:!quitable distribution
of bOU8e~olddl1t:les.nclsuggested.thatth~.report,_to8etherwith,thf!.viewsof the
C~s.lon.on>i:t,might b~.tl:_smittecJ to,tbelLO, which wasundertik~ng a general
su-rveyofthe applicatio~ofRecomm(!ndat·1Qll No..l~·3concerning .,tneemploymel\t o,f

· 'wo.en With family responsibilities (1965).), Concern~ng.thespec~~l proble1JlSrelating
. totllehuaan rights. of women detained or imprisoned, she brie£ly referred to the .
request of theSub-(JO,1II.Ilissiop·q1D Prevention of Diecri.inat1.on, and;Protect10n of
Hinorities cQnta~ned 1rl its· resolution 4 {XXVI'I) .321 and to the discussion, of .. that
request bytheCa-llseionatits res~ed twenty-s:t.xth session", The note ~Y'the

Secretad-at ollspe<:ial proble1JlS relating to th..e'human..righ~s'of WOlllen detaiu4!d or
impr1$oned contatned backgroundinforuiation to ass:l.stth(!ComtQission ill-lts
consideration of the1Qatt~;r•. Itdea1t1ll;iLlnly With'action taken by the'S\\b- "
:COlBissionand the C~issionon1:lumanRightslnthe' field of the: human rights of
persons 8ubjected·.toany form of det.entionortlDPr:t$·onment; andact:Lon ~aken by the
Getteral A$seably_ R.egarc:U.ng tbeinf1uenee, of ,activ.ities'of foreign econoaatcan,d'

i
'\
,"",

- .
311 Official Records ,0£ the General Assembly, Tbi:r:ty-aecond' S'ession,

Suppl~t1;t Nb. 6 .(AI32/6), .vol. It sect. SA, subsec:t. 8. . i., ,'.

.. /

B,/ See E1CN.4/1180,· chap, XXI.
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other inter~stsontbe livingconditions·of '; ,women in .dependentterritori.es, the
Assistant Director referred tothe;legislative<background of'theissue,andexpl8,ined
that" the note by the" Secretariat on, the subject containadtelevant background
information., ' The note reviewed in detail the steps taken following .the decision by
the,Commission,at itstwen~y-secondsession,in 1969, to request that astudy,be
submitted,to theCo1lllllission~bytheSpecialCoI1Dllittee'ontheSituation'withregard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Coutltrie~'and Peoples.·

l54~ ~nyrepresent:at:l.vesexpressed concern about the future of the Commis~iorion
the Status·of,WOOlel'l and of the United Nationswomell'sprogramme .in the liglit bf '"

"tbe'r'estructuringof the' economic· and social sectors of the· United Nat'ions :system
currently und,erway.Tbey str.essed the special nature of the Commission within the
United, Nations 'system in'.' terms of 'it$'cODlpositionand itsobjectlves,afact~hat

theystrongly;hoped" the ,Economic •and'SoeialCouncilwould takeil1toaccount."~twas. -.
imperative, in their view, 'that the CouncilpermittheCo_ission·t:o continue its .
work. There was agreement, h()wever, ,that the '.te,rmsof ,reference of the, Connnission
couldberedefin~dandstrengthenedin the light of' the new tasks, if, necessary, 'in?

. order' to enable dt to discharge the specific· responsibilities resulti:ng from the·'
World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International
W01llen'sYear and the Un:l.ted'Nations Decade for 'Women.

iU: 1*' U k .; hid;;; ; WliLJut C.,...iI,

','

' ..55.' Questions were raised with respect to the 'additional staffing that was
required for adequate implementation of the vast programme 'fortbe"Decade.

;. . . .. .. .

l56.An exchange of views took place' regarding items and .reports, that , should ,be
.. considered by the Commission at its ,twenty-eighth and, subsequent 'sessions .. The
'!majority of representatives ,felt that the twenty-eighth session, should ,be primarily
concerned with the, World Conference of the United Natio.ns. Decade for; Wom~n, to~ be
held inl980. In that connexion, a numberofmembersexPress'ed the' view that the
session should beheld after the second meeting ofthePreparatory'Committeeand
prior to the Confer'ence in order to make an appropriate contribution to its ."
preparations and the suggestion was put fo~ard that the session be schedukeddn the
latter part of 1979 rather than early in 1980. "A few representatives ,however, were
of the opinion tha.t thetwentY-e.ighth.sessionof theCommi~si.onshouldnotduplicate

the work of the Preparatory Committee and that in any· event .the·C01DD1tssion should
consider substantive items' relevant to its norial activities, whi.ch were outside the
scope of the Conference. A number of representatives' teltthat the,COlDIDission .
should concentrate its ddscussdcns on a few' substantive ttems: in order to achieve
concrete results.

157. Concerning the special problems' of th.ehuinan rights ofwOIDendetained'or
imprisoned, vari.ousrepresentativesreferred to ·the 'inhuman suffertngofwomenwho
were the 'Victims of sexual abuse,forcespr·os.titution,and torture of 'various. types •.
They-strongly advocated'that the Commiss.ion s'hould,as' soon as poss.1ble, respotfc)'.'
to the request 'of theSub..Commission on Pre'vention of Discri,minati.nand ,Protect'ion
of Minorities contained in its resolution 4 (XXVflI) and as such ftshould consider
the question at it~ twenty-eighthses,sion, on the bas:l:sof a report to be prepa~ed

by the Secretary-General, in which the findings of scholars and non~governmental

organizations that had carried out substantial investigat:l:()nsof the. problem WQuld
be taken into account. The view was expressed~ however, by: One. representative that
the issue was adequately dealt with in the context of thettem on the protect~on
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ofwomen,andcb1l~t"enilleDlergency-alldarJqedeon~lietin.the'strugg~e·forpeac~~

... ·$elf-ciet~rmllla~ion.:.national. l~p~ra:t:l:on a,t\d:lndependence"a~~t\that~hfare. was no
ne«adfor .t9;.spee:L~l;f~emo't<report 'Oil the subject •

. ' '. .', -,"

lS8.·YlIriousreptesentatives e]({)resse<l theview.thataniteDlon~ommun·icat:tons
c()~cemtna·theStatu,s,ofw~ensho~ldbeincludedin~he: -prOVisionalag~ndaforthe

.,twenty-eighth.ses$:Loll of .t·h~'Co1llllli$~iOlland thattheCo1lmlissionslloulci.consicier -the
'l1Sts.ofsuchco1lllllunicationSina~co'tdaneewtth.e'Xist1ng'pToced.ures·under.\Econcmaic
and Soc:LalCoun~1.1resolut:Lons75 (V). ·76(Y) and 3041 (XI):. A few representatives

..."ereof theop!ilionthat .$~ch an lit~1Il' sh()uldbe.. included.only if the Council so
..dec:lde.d.··.. afte.r'itscbl1s.idetati.On.: of .4"af~:~,:~es(;)lution·Xo.nthe.8ubject<whichthe :..

·ColallllSs:LOll,~at.·its>~e$lJIIled·twent~tljlix~9.; session, ~aarecommended~or .adoption.:
- . ,

._" -,. 0 _.. ' :- _ ",,_ > ,\~, .jIo' • ~ • '" ~ •

•l.59,· .. IIl.cons.idel'!l:ng.'dte .. problems,enco:untered. by W01llen .who ·.w()rke~~.both o\1tsid~and
w.ithiJlthe ho.e.·· ,tb.r~~~~Et.gt"••e~t: ~hatthe improvement .0'£,tn.,cpnditioIilS"of ~
..en :S'~rlter8·wasv:.t'y1,1UPo'ttant,81nceth~1II8jO,rity. ofwQ1Ilen. were'1forkers,i' .' whether
.inind\Jstry. "ag~icul~uJ~, ,: governmento.t:el$ewlte:re~ S~e representatives 'found tbe;
report oftheSecreta.ry"!"Gellera1.ontlJe "subjec~ (ElCN.6/613)' .outdated. 'and," -.": . ~
retrogressive 1I1s....~:vi'sILOaecou-.neg.dat:i.()nNo ... 123.• ·. , . 4:' r:

160. TI\~~'•. ·te~re8entative· ·o·f 't~e.'ILO . stated, :that'therevisionofRecoDDDendation· No.
123envis8gedthe'elbd.nation··ofthe stereotyping of roles of both men and women.,
'rherevisiOn 1I0uld ~ei based,on: ia report prepared by aC01lllllittee, ofe~per,t~ fr9m: .
infonaation eompi1e4.fr01ll the ,replies. ·of GovernDlepts to. an, 'ILO ,questionnaire: on the
impleDlentation·ofReCODlDendation No. 123•. '!he representative suggested.that, since
thed.raft repQrtwas ,a1readyout)tpeCommissionmight 1f;Lsh to submit its vie~s to
theConferenee-of -the ·ILO•.

~ • ' , .' • • - , ". -' _ '. - ,," J ':: ,. .... -";

. '" If,' ':

:,i61.A/£e,w~~pre8entatives.::s~Jge~ted thetncl*sion of an. item on the influence .ot
the.et:l.vltiesofforeigll.ecollo~cand other tnterestsonthe'liying conditiQns of
wouaentnde.pendentterr:Ltoriesa~,the pl."eparationofarepor~thereo~, as.had been

, requested i~ EC()JlQDlic .ndSoei.LCo~ne:LlresOlut:l:on-15l6 (XLVIII) •.
·1 -.,

, "

162.Col)cerning theinflueJ1ce of t}\e mascommunicationmedia·on attitudes towards
. the role of 'Wo.en~and.men 1~e.ol.1temporarysoc~ety, ve.riou;s represe~tatives agreed

that the, _diact0uld plana crucial t:01e in ~emovingprejudicesandse*ua1

stereotypina:.thus accelerat.ing the acceptance of 'ltlomen' s. new and expanded role in
8oc.lety... ao.d. their._ integration into the development process as equal partners with

•• - .'..' '-, _.". -.' C h._ .. ,. '.".: ' • " .,

men.

163~ The Secretary of the Commission explained that, in r~s.ponse ,~o the draft
:resolution rec~ended bY,the Commission at its resumed tw~ntY""s;bt·th,.8ession,·the

Econ~i~and Social Counc~l,. in its resolution 2063 (LXII) had decided to appoint
aSpe<:ial Rapporteur but tha.t the Rapporteur bad not .yet' been design.ated. Such
designation would be greatly facilitatedi.fthe CO.,ission were to pX'OPQseone lor
.re candi4ate,. In that connexionshe reminded members. that theJ:'evas.n~ proVi.si.on
:for anhonor.arium andtbat the. financial implic;attons of' the' draft re801~t:l:Qn

adopted last Yt!a1:' by the C0IIIiD1ssipn referJ:'edonly to tr~vel and per diem expens.es
for two 'vis'its .,to United Nations HeadqQ8rter~ and one 'visit to UNESCO beadquaxters.

164. The 'Assistant Secretary-General. for Social DevelopDlent and HU11lani~axian;.

Affail."s 1nforlled the C018issiono£ current plans regarding the prepa1;ation:,. in
conjunction with UNESCO,. of a mass media seminar, to be held in far~8 ~n 1979~ and
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of the pdssibili.'t-/: 'of holding another seminar' ontheilllage ofwomehandad'Vertising
to follow the first· one;· the isecondseminaJ: .could held ·atHeadquarters. .'

".,": '.: .. ~., :...: :"" . .. ~ , ',. -: ~ "', ~ ~:-. . .'."",.~ . - ,'. " ,- .'{

165. Antlttmer of representa.t~ves, referring tdGel1er~lAssemblYre$olut:i.on32/142,
empha~ized t,he ;need. to .i'nclude~in"tbe'provisionalagendaof'the;twenty~eighth
sessionof1:heCommis'sion,an~item'on ,the drafttteclaration .ontheparttcipation .of
'WOmen in the :$t'rugglevfor:·the's~trengthenitig;of·fnternat:l.ona.l.• peace. ;and J;e-curityand
againstcolonia11$JIl.,:·.raC;l.sm, .: racfa·! .diScrimination,· . foreign, agus$ion .and. oc~upatio.n

.' and all "forms', of·. foreig·tl~ dOlDiha:tion.· ,'".' ,..;,...., j' (C--I';
'-';t.O,'t-, , , ;': .. -: ;, *, ~,; ••". . -,' .

166.' A.proposa~was' also ~d~ to include. in the provisional agenda an item.on,~9men,

in development in: o'rdel: ~to ,'enable the CommisSion tp..Consider.. various subst.antive .', .
aspects of that issue.··· Com.pflation·bf·thenec~;ssa'rY.baekgr()unddocuDlertt·ationon'

· such 'an, item,:: however, -'wouldnecessita~e.collect1ng.; 1nfortnation ,on· .,the.,·uny.women's
programmes unlter'taken ~it:hin.the" UJ:li~edNat1Qns SY8t~.' ,and"cOn:i:lction)'riaken:-to ..
·implemel1~·theWorld,PlaIl:Of:·Actfon·,llotonlyby,gov~~nntental'but;·al.so.bY:~;2(" .',;"..
· intergovernmental' 'andnQn';"gov.ernme'iltal· organi~atf()n$•. 'It would also,re'qui:r-e ·the . t

establishment of criteria: that ,could measure the involvement of women in tb~
development process as tfell,as t:he :£npactof:develOpOlen.t'. proje~t$.Qn women.

• , l ' ~ -!,: ' '0*: v, ~ . ~',; I' '. ,,' •

:e

·167.0ther~proposals'for;,addi~ional. tt~.1neluded .t;liesta.tu~ .of·mlg\tant -'WQ_en., '
workers·, the effects ofapartheidon··the statusof)1omen..and'tbe· status .of .1/ ' ,

r.a.tif~.e ~. t.:i.on.·s., ' Of 0 r· ac..c.·.:e.,.SSiO.ns. .to.•... a.. 1.1.· l.n..t.ern.a.tio.n.a"l. 1.,n..•s:..t ..r U1Q~,n.t.·$.:rela.t.i;n
g....

to...•li~.om.en,.' ..including; .reservat:L.ons made.aswe~~ as' ,re:asons:that , had,'p,revented' }le1Qbers~~'tes· from
b.ecoming part~es~hereto. ".,- .'.. ,:';. . .~', .'. " .: I.. .

" , • <>. -=.' , >,.

168. Th~AssistantDirector 'of the Centre for sociaiDev~J.opjnent·andllP~antearia.n
Affairsrelllinded the Commission that the Economic and Social Council had already
requested it to consider'atitst~enty-:~ighth'sessi()nanumber",of.su:bs.ta~ti~e ite~

and reports, among which were the·rev:L.ewand,appra:l.$~lof,the1Jnplementatlonpfth~

World Plan of Ac·;tionandthe outline of a Programme of· Action for. tme,secon~ half.
of the Decade, /wh:L.cb:l;tere baSic to the.do(£umentation oftbe'World Conference. ~

'Draft prOVisional annotated agenda for·.the twen'c.y-eishth
ses.siOn oftheC01D1Ilission·onthe 'StatlisofWODlen .

1
169. In accordance with Economic and Social Counci,l resolution 1894 o:.VII); the
Commission had before it a note by the Secretariat, (E/eN.6/L.746) containing. the
folloWing' draft prOVisional annotated agenda ~or the' twenty-eishths·ess:L.on;

1. Election of officers

i,on

s
s.

[Legislative authority: Rule 15 of the rules ofprocedu~e of the
functional commissions of the Economic RndSocial Council (E{S975) J

2. Ado,ption of the ,agenda

[Legislative authority: . Economic and Social Council' resolut~,on 1894
(LVII) of 1 August 1974, rules 5 and 7 of the rules ot procedure (J!,l5975)]

d
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:•.l'il... ".~ ~ • ;.,~ , _-'_ •..t. : '.. '.;, .. _' ••

... '.-.. -to',"
_.',":;~

-s

Review a~d appraisal ot pt:0gress ', achieved' in the iOlplementat:l(,n..,.;of.,~he
World Pl'llOf ;A~t10nfor<.thelOlplementation oftheOb~ect1ve~o~~he,

.. . ... ' ..... " .... ,.. ... .'..'.. . .... . ". . '. .' .... - .'

Inter~~t:~onalWomeJ:1.s :Year: ' . .., -..', ',., "':.
~ ._'~

A p1;ogre$s, report ,on preparat:tonafox: .the' World Conference. o~ the tJntt~d, "
NatfonsDeeade fQr Women will ,be suhmttted.·. .,'.' . . .

1'.,'.' 1

'.

A report of the ILO on':i~ts. activitlea of s,'pecl.al'. fnte~~ ·to WOuaeD' will
besub-.ittecl;, [L~gisla:tive author1;ty: lCODOJQt,C 8tld'S'ocial CQuncl1
resplution 821 IV B (XYJtI,Ill , f/ . <".,

33/ See chs"p. I above.

A r~por~ .Qf riNEs~.) 'on' ~~~,act1V'~t1es:' ofspec:1allnte:r:est' ·to WQJIlenwi:~~
be sub1D:ltted; .[Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council
resol,~tion 154 ,F (VII); resolutions 6 (XXIII) and 12 '(XXIV) of the
CoWni~8ion on'the'Statusof Women]

i. .r' " ,r, f,'. , ~"

A report of: FAO on ttsactiV1ti,es of ~~p~cial interest·· to WODIen. will be.
submitted;, '

-50-

A report of the Inter-Auterican COIQIDission rill be sub1Qltted;[Legls1at1.ve
authority: Iconoaaicand Social Counci.l reeolut:L,on 48 B (IV) 1,

. .......' ',: .' .. ' ..";' . . ;,> '.' . . '.' . .".: '. . .' " '.' ~,: .
ArepoJ:'t..: on., the,revl~w 4ndappra~$al.of.pJ:ogress..acbt~veJiin,~ll~

.... ,;1lnp;L~eD.~at~oitof ·;thej~~rldPlan:of'Act~o~wi:il·be .•ubqdtte4~· :'. ,",i;,:>"

.[Legislative authority: QenereralASsembly" res()lut~qn 349,0 C.~l; ..
Economic) and Soc1al Councl1 resolution 206Q (LXII)] '. '. ." ,,,. ",., .

.,' . , , ".. " " " .. .,' , ' ~...'

(jU Prograume. ofa,G:tion' £01;, :.the. second half' of 'the. United' Nati,ons Dec,a~e." "
forWomen:Eq.~11t~~D~vetOllJJlellt', andpeac~c.19,80,;.1985) :.. ~ ,
,'< <",,' lit'S. ,*, • l- ~ -:; ~ , ", '4 " <l,.' -: '. 'f",~, ~.~, ."

A report outlining a. progr81Be of concrete' action for the seeand,. ,half
'of, .theDe<;ad~:wil:1.be,~~~JU..t~ed•.->:[~gislatlve, authorlty; ';'~(;on~c and,
Soc1.a1.CqgncA rf!solut~qn.206~· (.LXI;I.), p~x:agra))h2J " ", " '*._

Cs.> El~borati~n.,()t,a,d:r.f.t.:4e.c.1arattC?noll' tile' partlcipationof ·WC)mell:..·in".~~e
. 'c ": stru8gle£Q~ thE!e,t1"e.ngth4!n1ns Qf international peace and secuJiit).' ,and.,

...againstcolon,iall.$Ol' ;;~.~i•.IIl"r4clalc1t8cJi"11IIinat~~11.,fore1.JD.a8gress1;on •.
and,~ oc.qupat~ori .. and.·al1,.1;,~f()11D8:'o,f;fore.·t,n, d01Q~nati~~:'; . '. ,.. "", ~ " ....

...•. .A repQrt con~:4tin8yi~ anlo~Se~~t:iona ofQ~ermDents o~ /l tex.t.);or':
. 8ucha dec.lar~tion wi.~1 besubmltted.· [~e8islativeau~h()i:ity: .. G~neral . ",.'.
'~s~mbly· resolution· 32/~42,. draft resolu;tion IV adopted' by: the' COmID,lssion ',' ,
on ,the Status ofWQlllenat,rita"t'Wenty~.evenths2ss.ton33{l ..

Preparat1.ons for ~he.WorldConference,o£the United Nations ,Decade for Women:.. r.; , . - " '." ' . ..:-;0.' . ,,', . . ~. "'"'. ' ..., ' .". ' '",','. .

. .

4•. Measures ".taJ,(en· to;1mplemeni,QtheJ;trogr_.e for, the'Un1te.d·Nat:l.ons !iecadefor,'
Women by organi.zat1ons withintheUnf.ted Nations s'ystemclnd by: 1nte.rsoveJ:!i'uQenta.l

, organizations,.

.~ ,..~



A report of the Commissi()n on the Status of Arab Wottlen bill be submitted.
[Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolution 48 B (IV)]

Note by the' Secretary~General'onco-ordination'of:activities within'the
, 'United Nations system and with intergovernmental orga~izations for the "

'implementation of 'the World Plan of Action. '[Legislat1~e autHority:
Economic and' Social'Council .resoiutiolt 481! (IV); General Assembly .
resolution' 2716 (XXV);' res'olution 2 "(XXVII) 'of the' Commission of the
,Status of' Women}' , '

0' .. _F • .
s. Progr.mme of fu~u~e work" including a ~raft, provisional ~genda ,for. the twenty-
ninth session. . ,t'

6. Adoption of the report of.the Comm.issio~ on its twenty-eighth session.

170. "At its70Sth Dleetitlg, on 'SApril'1978,theCdminfssionconsfderedtheclraft
provisional annotated -agenda for'the 'twentt-eightbsession (E/eN.6/L.'746). "",

171. Some representatives expressed views on the wording of item 3 (c)'t and after'
d:l.scussion, ~itwas agreed that the words "Consideration' of the"shoitld'be added
bElfore' the .word ' "elaborat:ion" • Under the aameitem, it was agreed' that the first
pSlragraphof the annotations should read:" itA report contaiuingvfews and .
obserVations of GovernmeIlts concerning the' nature and contentbf such a declaration
will be submitted. u . After a a'hort. discussion, it w~s: agreedth8t the second
'pa~a8raph would read as follows: ,"A progress report on preparations f6r the 'World
Conference of the United Nations DecadeforWOlIlen fncludlnRthe related subtheme of
'employment, health and education' will'be st1bmitted~"

172. At the s~ggestion of two representatives, the' addtttonof WHO to the th.it'd
paragraph of annotations under item'4 was ~8reed to. 'The patagraph~uldthenread
as follows: "Reports of FAO and WHO on their acti.vities of special interest to
women will be submitted." ....

173. Various representativea s~ggested the'inclusion of an additional iteua on
communications concerning 'the status of wOlllen~ The)' expressed the vl_ew tbattn
spite of the fact that the Economic and Social 'Council had nottllkenaet1on on
that question the Commission should maintain the ttemon its agenda and continue to
review8uch communications. Other representatives, ~trongly, opposed' the' ;1nclus.lon,
of 'the i.tem.They 'Were of the opinion that $,incethe' ECol101Ql,cand S·oct.al Council
had not acted the Commi.ssion did not have the' authority to const~er' the it.. One~'

representative stated that the inclusion of the' itell(would overburden the C01IIIIliss:Lon
and the Secretariat and would detract from· the major' priorities Qf th,e' Co_lasion.
An,other representative suggested a compromise word:1ngfor the t.tem which ~uld read
as follows: "C01lDllunications concerning the s'tatus of women unless the EconoIQ1e and
Social Council decides otherwise." That was. supported by' ~nothet re.presentative.·

174. The following additional item was propoaed for inclus.I,i,on in the pt'ovi.stonal
agenda: "Reports on the integration and role of women in development 8ubIQitted by'
United Nations organizations and specialized agencies, regional organizations and
institutions and Governments". .

176. One representative suggested the inclusion of an item on the special problems
'relating to the human rights of women detained or imprisoned, as had been requested
by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities.
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... Ca; 1.1oIl • the Stat_ of tblen,
4

·sprJl ·c aaclSoc1alCouncl1 re.olution 48 (1\,) of 29; Ka~ch 19411
,

,rr.11 • ale C 1 Awe.1t reaolut:1,on 2716 OCXVl o~ 15 Dec_er 1910:41. c ..... de P"" g. • of cOQcertedlntUllat:1onal action ~or the. adVaDc..entof
all er.

A, IIIdIlaat
-11.. 'hi follow..,•••lu.'••i,......,••••,.1If~••'••l l~. cv••,.,....,:.••••l.lu '" "(?' } . 'j' ' ,

I)

3, .•.~'h .• '.cr.t.fy-Qlal'll to p~.,.r. a loc..t •.dw· e....
..~....iiii.iiOf'iii"ttutt.'lld Oft the 50c.io".COIIOIIt.C ccm4i.tfouttbl, to
.... t•••"'4' .

. '. 4, .... '''vilb that.1D ttai••ccmcl payt of tM·Vllit.cI ••tto.Jt _
,_~.' "'~;~.'" ..' .'. " _IQI:" be tateD to cOlabat. IlUtual1yre:tJltorcilll _ocfd nll_"
, '-,.--... @a1cOboUa a1lC1 4rua ,acldt~ttoll and. in ·P.l't:tcular, pro*titutioa"o'( wftfeh

••• ;:a-~-,-~t.pa1.1ct_. .
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IC~t••10ft 011 th.'Statu8 of Arab Women, tbeLeague of Arab States. and the Pan-
Afr:tc. 'IOr:I.!·'.~lol of~WOlDeJ:l.reiapl._Qttft'the'World P].an, pf 'Action' for the:x.l..lltati'Oft of,tlleObjectlv.8of theIllterationalW.-en'. Year and other United

. . I . ',_ ". _ '... ' .... .:. _ .'. . '. _ _,.-."

Ba.tt.. c••olutiOitI ~.l.ttnl to the Unitecl 'Rations Decade for 'Women, "

I..callilll furtber tbattbeC~i.81onontbeStatue of Women in its'
t-••olUit_ lSI{BP),Of.2Marcb1972 1!1 ·.....iZed, the1mportance of··co-ord1nating
.lfol'_~brMJltat.m.tlol\al,0J:'aanizatiOllsandre.10ll81 and national 8pecialized
tltt.l\.ow....t.l hoat••" ' , . ·

~_ irt1d.1\d, tha1: 'theC~i8.iotl ;OIltheStatuspfWotaenconsidered, "
~llt.'ro'rl..nl••tl••l c~oretiaatlO1\to be a prUle factor in the implementation of.tbe
'WO'l'U Plq'of lctiOQ.;t ' '

,1,. It_cante._ 'the ••tabl:1....nt·ofclo.e ,co-ordtGatioD' between theC~;I.ssion

~al\ tlt. lIta'tu.of ,'W..nan4tbe real~'1 interaove~Qt41organlzations,ineluding
:tb.ll\'t*r..A'_~1:e.n'C~.8101lof 'VOIaen of ':c:be OraanlzatlO1lofAaer!canS'tates, tbe
"ee.l••ibll :of :ATabW_eQ of 'the Leaaue ,of,Arab 'State811andthe ,Pan--African
Or"tt1~"autmof'W...., and other.•, ,.. 'acontl'tbut1011 ,to the i1lpl_ent:atlon oftbe
1*1.1\ bfict!:on ,.t'.therelional level;' ,

, ' .2. hgU8ca, thesecretary-Gelleral"to.taketbe ,Jleee.a.ry ..asurea ,'to
ilum;atlt••·'the :co-orCltaatlO1lof progr_es ,at the' ·reatonal levelwbleb' are being

. . . .

~l__tQdby J;nterlove~nt.l·or8.niz.tloD.'ll),accordancewithtbetetJlis of
:H801ution ~5 (XXIV) 'Of t:heC'~ss'101lOJl.theSt.tU8of WOIlenand to report to the
CoaDinJ;tm • it.llst &eaaiDa. t '

;/
,;i

3 (XXVn).Provj..ional!l'e1id~fottbe World. ~~~!rence; of
the United lfat~. 'DecadefQr "WCi. ..,1 \

. .. ..'_ _'. ". _. . .. •. -4i!I.i

]he Connnts•.ion 'on the Status 'of ·VoIDen.

34/0fflcial "cordS of thelCOClCMIleand Soc1alCounetl. F~ftl~~o~~Se~fJ~oPI
,§!r.l!l!!!!t 10.. 6' (11'5109), cup. VIII.. 1 ,;;; •

I.eC.OIIIIenOs ,that tbeBconOllicancl 'Soela'1 'CouncilsboUld _opt the fol101d.»g
draft't'eaolAttten:

J¥.or,J;be ~ext., .e~,cbap. I :above, .ect. A,dr.nt replution vI

,Ie.c:aUi1!Sl".'olut1ema3S20 'CQX). 321140 .,.d'9tbeJ: re.olut101l8 of the General
As...b~yandEconomicana:SoC.1al CoPDc:ll ..-u911ltloll 20~~ (LXII) concerning the
United NatiQl1s Deeade forW...u .Iquality, Develo,.ent GClPea~ atid- the World
Confexence of the .Decade,to be held fn1980.

:'



..
DIe Ca 1••1_.OIl .the Statue of"!'MPt

....111. a••1ft1 ._..1, r_luttou 3201 (S...vt) and 3202 (S...V1). ot...l May
1914. ea-blt..... tile Decla_tloa and Proar... of Action Qn the E.tabliah1aentof a

~".......t1••J --"tc Order. 3281 (DU) of 12 Dec_ber'1974, c01\tatn1ns the
o.tt:uf!f ac"'c: 'U&1abJ ad Duti..· of Scatea,and 3362 (S-VI.J)oi 16 Sept_ber
1.9J5. _ •••ehI, et" iatenattoaal ec:ODOIdc co.-operatioti, and Iconoad.c and
Sed.1 Cl nd] ~• .ladoa 2111 (atltl of 4Aupl't 1977,

'1lntue dIK die Jrc-.t'c aa.cISOctal Council i8·oow- study-Ins the. attuation with
a

l
.... b die .uc.... l_ucI iutitutiouon C:OIl...r proteett9n tndeveloptng

ea,strt.. -.tdl tile alii otc1e~1I1D1 the po-l1>le need to provlde, teebnlcal
•••' ••ee· to co.." P1IQt~x_~..t it,

- dI.8t ....0 11 ....~ .... atund_eatal uter••t in having."'.1'•..,,~ dtli .t -r,. paraotMd a. :ln bav1n, thetl* purcbJ,'1na power..-.u, c fr t1oll,~ ...tpu1at~on anel oth.r c~.rctal.abu.es,

'<IllVP>. IaCluaton oft~, 9.u~.tion of c091~er Rro~.~tto~.
/. 111 t1a.'t2I~•. le of Action .for the .econeS. half

of the'Datttd ••ttonia Decade for Voaen
,:

'.J

\\

4 ~Xl). ~q.I. nllR.!U!lnt. Hel1th .!,dI4;tlaatlcm"!o~ttth,.
1U¥'·S9!&a!lU!. It.tSbl.Ul*t'$l.·N.~&.,?».p'aca4Si( fot. WRI!!!.

\JJiItUMilPJ.~n. 'tlleSta.tulof __, 1, ~

'~ n·. ·., ..G'MJ~'''~1r 1••Q1\1tlO11.3520 ·~UX)t of 15"1)'0•••1. 19:75. ~el
».(l..·~.. ·.t .•••.<. t '. ' •••• ' • .•••.•••••• 4.<0. 0...' .•••'~.".".·ho.. ti.ba.".. rll'.7,.n4 I.. c.'0Jl01I..... t9~~.pd. SoctalQOlJllCil, r••olJltlon.,1.,1 Q.X·· ••,12 .,lt16 .lld~062 (LXIX) of, 12 May 1977, It '. , ', ~t

Co.114.... that .,.rttci,.tionof 'woMn ill .•conOllic activit1.. bt"l..... tb.e.
lato, ' the,.~t,•• o', .t1o..1~ cla".lop.-tIQ4 h.lp~,to ••CUJ:ltQ cb. ;.11 equal
.t.tua,"l~",J~'tt1l t~~.I~lIill..'1lcl In,o,cle'r. " .

I'Et!LJ!l ''t':t'''t: ...uo.tton.J)othfO~l'.Dcl 'fton-forul. t ral.vIDc totbe
,...tile ..... o· ....• couatn....k•• wo.n fa'f.o'l'eef~.ct:tv.~n.lbieviqt'h,ir
lQdal.polltloal._.OIIic; and other ·,Ioal., an4 wbtc~. In tum, b,.nlltt. tb.:l:r
~t.t7.. '

-~

Jio!: t:he tut. a... chap, ... 1. above•..••ct.- c7

c
~ '; - ',- ,,;:; _ " _ .• ,"j: -__ __ t . ~:. ..' """'. .. . i~\ j'. :~ •

-.cc aaa, that the ICOD~C an4Soct.l ~oUDctl adopt the 101101101 draft
n.olutlocu ' '

11s ~t_'.' ... ~_.:, ~.b~ .• ,.c~aA.c1tl~ft ~••oljr.ti2ft·VIJ7

/)
~I

o

..



Hot:LUI that the1nflat:L0Ilwblchl••ffect~1 tbewhole world cOIl8titutea a
ver,J.rioUl prob1..,

, .1eeol!.i&i~J fUl'tb.r~N.t "OMn ••\'.r.,8ult ofthelr experteDce, ar ..
, ....lifl.d •• Ma to play a.ll11lfle.nt role'j'u thi. :laport.D~ ~r•• of d lo,....t
aad' con••quantly ia. tbt deci.1oD__Id:DI proc.... '7 ,'\,

" '

, ,1. .';"~U'ltil •. tta. S.cret.ty-G.eralto aend to thlaCOlll:ll.:l.0Il.aI8o, •. copy of
tb••un.yof' tbe ialtitutlonal'ancl le.81 .rran._nt••:l.atlaa IQ, t_~t.1:4of"
individualcOIl.uaaer protec.;ion .t the' national level reque.ted :1n IcOllOldc ..a
Social Councll r ••olutioa 2111 (LXIII) of 4 Auauat .1917;

, '2.. aee-..nda . that the revl.ed World ,PI•. of ACtion f'or. theIllpl".tatloa
of tb. Objectiv..of tbt lntenational WDaaen' a Year ahould tab iato aeeoutlt tbe,
followina objectiv., for .ct~on:

<.!).ttbe aat=ion.l lev_l:

(:I.) The foraul.tion c)f broad lellal.tlonfor the prot,etloo of tbe I,

cOD....r .b••ed oil'the coaau-r-.~:l:I1tt· to b., .infontd aacI protected
••alnat daDs,r, to hia ..fetr and b••ltb;·

(11) Th...t.blt....nt 'Of IUtt.ble tutttutiou to ..ur. the fo~latiOll

" ancI ..:tnt.unce of .dequate _tand.rdl lov.~~1l8 the ••fety. health.
infonation .nd quality and perfonaanee of product.;

~

(1,1t) Thetntl'oduet101l and .-trenath.nins of c01l....rHue.t:loa .ente.. in
oraani.ed 8roup.,· acboOl., and tbe .a•••dta: .

\\

(1) At tbe rellonal level;

(1) The exch...... ~1lI Goverl1Mnta ot. tnfobatton OD e....r .tadard.;.
. . ..

(ll) , Technical co-op.r.t1~Di... ·product t ••ti... and tbe utabl:1.aJrrlDt of
--~ d ~~atlUlUar .; (e -_, .

1......r>

;.1

(111) The ••t.bl:l:....nt ofre8:lonal at_ndard..'," appJ»pdat••

<&")At tbeuteraa.tion.l level: '
(,

), ,.' . . '

Urle GoVe~t. to,requeat the.' Iconoaie ana SoclalCou1lell to .tudf tld,a
subject iJldepth v.:lth a v1.. to dev.lo,~ l.utemattoaal "lldeliD.., OD
conau.er protection ao •• to d:t.bliAlllut-.tiQDal '.illS.. .t........ of
health,' ••fet:y and tbe' avail.billtr of ~....r 11lt....ttoD. ."

ring
power
abuses,

with
.ns

lay
tf a
~he

ler

•
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:;'-.:.-

.• • .., .•. ,... ..'....'.... '.. "~ .' . ~"'. :_. . 'Ilia (i::»J8\'.
. ' ... '.. . ..... . .... ' .• '" '. '

I -', .'-. ' . .. ..

" -,'. .. r' - .. _...... :.... ,- _ '.,' -,- . ',," -.." ',. - " .. - '. .. .. -, / - - -

.fItIk.....',' '.,.... ", .'f.'!11'
~,

1.. M~ all Stai.. ud all parti." to araecl conflict..in ...rlancy
u.~"-. . .•tnul. f. :pMce, ••lf-elet.ralnatloft. national liberation and
tMef..~, ~o .econ .pelal ,Rt.cttOll to WOMn ..ad cbtldrlntn accordance
~ t:lite.~ a'-=attOMl ,-rovU101la applicable ~n anuacl .cOl\f~ict_.aftct to
at,.. .,., ,..tU• .,,..t 'to tb. 'WOrk-of tnt.national bWlal\itar:l.a... or,anilation.
too .u....t.e dte-.ff~ of tit. clvUtan population, ",Ictall,. ~en and
dd.Wt:.~ - till•• c:.oafUcQJ

t-

4 • .!!P••••• U. !JP!*tatloa duat t1ie two AddttiOll&l ,rotocol. to the Geneva
Cl••" tl••"~.....t .. 1ty die Dlplovtic Conference OIl t.' lleaffiJ:lQation arid
••n 11 ill I t eE.W r F ;I.I:aria Lw .lppJ:lcable j.1l ADed C01lfl1ct." iaprove and extend
die ....1:1.... die c1d11_ ~toa. iDcluc111l1 voaell and chl1dre1l, in 8l'11ed
Cl .rrfUa»;

2", !P6_ ftl..-t interiattou.l hUlllnltar:lan oraaniaae:1on. auch.. the
:t1lIt.-:I"'~~CDidt::tM: of t1le bden.. to c01lttllueto do their utaOlt for the
~"of tIIIa ct....u. .....lattaa. ..,.elall, of wa...d children, in
• 11II.'::r .....1 c.fllcta. bcluclilll tho.e tn the atr"ale for pe.ce, .elf-

....... tt.a. lillttaal 1t1»er-u.. U4ep"ence;

1.. !!!I-!t! ~hIu] lurian. orp1liaatlon. helpl1l1 the clvllianlb'. J..... :la ••• c:.f1:lef;s b al.-special care to prepant ~1l and .other•
.all ••aD. dill...... to .....;

'"

{j .lUIW.u. i.llt.,lull••, (Ull)of 3 ,.bl"&" 116t. ollthiprotjctloft of
-."~.ft It\ .'JP"O' Of wartt... filhtll\i for ,1'til,PtiDUl lib.ratiot\ '
••et t""......,..· ....~ " '..' ..

[ ' .
'ht Dlclan'to\\'Ol\ tb. 'rot'tt-ioft o~ WO"lft Ind Childr.n:l.t\-'ct ".' .. '. ..•• ". .11&0,0.,,1\\14 uOlfttralN1•••bl, Y.lolutiol\331a. (XXIX) ol

14 he"" 1t,., ut 1\l._toal\Cllocial. Council r ••olutionl 1515 (XLVIII) of
la _1,''70 .1\" t'" (LIt) of.I'-Jut\' 1912, ' .

. .". ". '.' ',' . . '. ,,,. ,,,,oar••,:,.et, iD ih,develop.IIC of tl\~.rt\Atiorull

lIaattat •• ..~' ca '" ~i lh. pnttctiol\of ....1\ and childrln t\\ 1.ld '
"lt~" \J tht t.....ltlo'ftal 'tOtocola .ao,tld at tbafinal ••••tOft 01 the
M:plwatlo.CodRaca. tl* 1~ltrMttou.an4 nav.lop.ant of HUMltiatrillt Law
~tUU. U ..... eoIlltctl 01\ I J\l".j It''•

.lUatbl of \.=fil- lbat lwaal\tt..~lat\ ol'l.ni.atioftl luch .1 the Intlrrultional
Col'rltiii""trtM." CroIa ,1,,' D all,vla't~ the I,uft.frill. of victiu•••paclally
ot ........t1..,

"

) ~t""t~...... to &I1Cl ob••wallee 'of the Additional 'rococol, will
....'t~ t1l4l ,:rotectlO1l of tb* civilian population in ••r,lnc;y and adaet
~cb~ " ~

11

'f

L1l



ta_n'JC:all Xiii J. '

5. [tIel all States to eonsider th~Add1tionalProtocolsand to observe them
lor thepro~e~tfon of W01lletl and children;

of
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I 6.aeguelfl Governments. "ben decidinl on theircontri\lpti:Ons to the United
Nations Children I Pund. the United Nation8~1lh Commissioner for Refugees, the
United Nations leliel and Wotks Agency for 'alestine "Refuseesin,the' 'Ne,.r'Ea£Jt and
the United Nation. fund for Htttbem Aft-le. 'to cones-ider "the beneficial work of
such ~rl.ft1••~ton••nd funds fat the protection ot women and ch114ren~

"

": ' 8 (b\1It)~ ;letln~.t:ln8fJf,'E":11te8 who 'have 'b,een
vlc~:lUof apartl1e~

,Tbe,CdlillQis81ottolt ,theSt.ttus' of 'fbmen;

,H","ip. t4tc.ett 'Mt,e of ,the report of the Secretary-Getteral on the effecta of I

(Pir~heidon;th.et.tu8.Of wOIIlenin South Afrlca.N.ib1a and Southern Rhodesia
.B CN.67619),and o~ the. relevant reports' 8ubidtted"bythe specialized alencies •

. ' . . ." ~

Mittdful of the eonstraints '.ialposed Oll women tnthese countries· by
disctilllinatoty labour. travel and residence la.sinherent in thea,partbeid .r'I11De, /'

, '~ ," ", .'

. Deeplx:goncertted by thepernictoulI effect.. of thts situation on f_111es,
de'\Tide4 in thl,. way', . ";

Bellievinl suebprov1sions. to be contrary to the purposes of the fharter of t~}a

United N.tiQD,~,nd princi~le8 of the Untversal J)ec!aration of Human Rights, .

1. Condemns such inb~an practices, whlch detract from the ~ignity of w~en
victilllized b, apartheid; ~

.I

2. ltequests, tb, Secretar)'-Qeneral toeee.k, riththe asststanceof the
specialized a$encies and non-8over~ental or8an1zattons~ measures' designed to
ensure thatt:lie cond:l,t:l:.ona neces.ary to prevent t.1l1e& from being divided are
created;

3. F.urther reguests Coveaments and n~..,overn_ntal organizations to turni,ah
hu..nitarian aid to w~nvict~izedbT!Par~h~l~.

"-9·od~I,I). The C~as1on on the St.t~ul; of _~ ,ip. ,~~e cont~t
of the restructu~a'of ,t". econOJd,c ~nd .ocial
sectors of the' Ulli!t~d N.t~0!1', .7!~~

The Commission on the Status of Women,

lior the text, see chap,. I above, sect. e7
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At itl ,6I3ri ••tinl,olt 20 Mareb.1978. thl.e".illlonauttbofizedtbe Chalrtd8n'
b ........ tbf,fd11.ovilt. lettet' tb the Seer,tary-Oltlt!r.l o~th.~'Un:ttedNatic:ms~

. "', , () .," .... "',' .. ," '~"".<;'" ',- .:' "',' .-.~:".\ ',-: :.... '.., :'.'." .. '" .. ',;-, , .. .,' ...:.: ..,
..:

- .' '-' .llll tMll.t tl.YbfMa~~blt-7a.c-'b.lft*>tfttlrftltionll.Jay·lor<thej).tal.'!. of la~ialD:lJ.cf1atftat:Ltil\.fidth.b'l~ftfttftIO!:tt\tlt"ft~'t1~ftal
Mtt-tlU.t:l\'.!4 t.ar, the Cownl••:l.oftt3lt thtStatutl of W••"·j atltl:twe.nty­
.."*'ii8••.•iot\. vlah,. toexpr...ltl luppt)rtforj.t\d.~p.thyw:l.tb.all
ndiM .ft'aeial dlntWlultlt)t\.. 1\0t1nl that, ....• it.,t:hil ••.•. 1I111tGn, .. tlterl ·ie· for
tM.rtott.. ot\ 'the C..-t.liiofttIlllttdaaft tte•.. ~ol\c.rfltt\1 theeffe~tlof '
~" -.tll. It.tua of WlHfhn ' ." .,'

a ..~~e.vlth h"eral.·bll••b1r. ~••Qlutt()n 3490 (XXllit '.' .tbe,Cc>bD:ls.~on,j ....at
tu ,.. .Mt:Dt, .• $"1'11 1978, deciaed to ,traftlmtt .to tbe" IconomicandSoeial'
GIIIMU.~ .tIltlC01Illlitte. for Develo"llert:t 'lannina and tbep~:l.ttee. on lte~iew
......t.1, tMnpartof . the Secretar,...ceneralon. revtevaa.d· .ppraisa1of
...._ • .at... la the i.,l..-ntatian of tbe World flan of Aet:lon for the
"" ..MaU- of tlut Objective. of th. Intemat:tonalY01len'IYear (EICN.6/611) t

, ...... vltt.. ••t;eautlt of ita dlacuallol\ oftbat .report atfite· twenty~.eventb..
tt••"a.. »..1 ' ..

3 ("'tl)~. WorldCon~erence, to .,Combatl\act.
and bel.l.·Disct~tnation' . . . .' ..

t I

At iU 7GSdl ..t.inI~00115 .__rtl 1978. the C~issfondecfded i:o.rec01Qlllend to
.. ... .u .. "calCouacU that it. adopt the. follOWing drattdec:tll:1~n:

•.tIIe. tJ8t:. see _. 1:'aboveiaect.~7
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Election of officers

ppen1ng \and,dutationaf the sess101'1 ' , "

185. ,'the C0Dilrl1.8:lon 011. the StatueofJlomen.lleld'lts'twenty-seventb sesaiqn at
Un.ited'l;ationsBeac1q~rt.rs.NewYo;rk, "from20,M8reh to" S'Apr:l.11918. The .,.)
,Oo.1s,s1.ol\ h~1~26 plenarymeet~n8s (680th~705th meet in$s) • ,;. '

186., .nt•. sess:l.ol'1w". opened 'by the AssistantSecretat:y-Gene.ral.fol'..Social -
De'Yelopmentcand 'HUlDanitar:lan -Affairs; , , ,... ' -

Attendance

-61-

187• The f 011ow~8State8 ,members of the ,coalm:f.s'~ion were represented: cB~lgiUlllt,
BUlsar:La,B,.elor~saianS()viet "Soc~al:l:st,R.epublic,. Cuba', Denmark, .DOID,intcan 'Republic,
Et,b:Lop:l.a', rrancet·GerananDemocra.tlc' l.epubllc, ,Germany" Federal Republicof,ln~1a.'
tndones:l~, Iran,Japan,L1by~n!Arab"JaI1abt.r:t.la,Ha.~g.8'car, Mexlco;New'Zealand.
Niser,:Paki,s'tan, Peru, Senegal,Sweden)Tb4fland~'J!o.o,Trinldac1anclTobago, Union ~ ~

ofSovietSoc:l.al:lst~epubltes, "Un.tted"1CillJdOltt '~f"~Great Britain ,:andNorthernI~e1aDclt
United States ,of ,'America, Venezuela' andZatrel 'The follow'mgSt"te ,'..ber of the
COllllliss~onttas'notrepl"esetted::"Gabon.,'Ob$,~rtver$'O~,~other'_Statee Members of the
United.Nations, 'repre~entatives.of bodies of \\ th,e' Unitea c, Nations 'syst~"

intergovernmental organt~atlonsandno~-governmentalorganizations aLQb att'eQd4~

thesess.ion. ACOlllplete list ie given' in annex' I to the' present re.,ort.

1.(, ,>
'\

188. , ""The CotJllll1$siCi~??roe.ee,ded ,to 'tbeelection"of ~ts: Chairman et its opening
(680th).eting., Sillce th~.reweretvo'noJQlneea~n8IDely:,Mra. E.: ',I(. ,R~orleb'"
(Bye1oru$sian Soviet'Socialist R.epublic) and Mra.Janet'CockCroft (UnltedlCtng_ of
Great S1:'ttainandNorthei'n., Ireland), the.eleetipn, took placE! by 'secret ,ballotln

, accordance w.ith r~le ~6'1~of~he'rulesof procedureo~,~he' functionalc~88toD8.,.. ~,_ '~I
Mrs. Cockcroftrecel.,ped' 19 votes and '1(1'8. RoDaanovicb.received 11. Hrs. CoCkCTOfit..
having ',re~eiyed' t,]~!i/iargest.n9Jllberofvote~,'Y~adeclaredelected Chalraan: .' "

189'. ,pt:lorto ,theelect,toti,.therep1:'esentatt,ve. of Belliua ,po:f.uted, outthattlle
system of 'rotatt)lggtheehairmanShip had been discontinued at .,' the, tlfentY,..aUth
session, sotbat, 1rivtewofher, special, eompetence,. tbecbal'l'll8D ot ,thevorkiuS
groupwh1,ch, h~prepared tba' draft con~ent1on ~n the eli.,.lnation of d;l.8Cr~~
against wOlllen1~ouldoccup:yt'hatl'0st.,The representative of the Uni.onofSot'Vl
SocialistR.e~~pl:l.c8obs.•rvedthatin keep1.ng \tdth. tbts principle ofrotatfon,it
should. have been the turriof the' socialist group of States toexerc:l.se the, '.
chairmansbi,p at the current'tJession. The ,election of a representative of ,the,
Westem countriesviolatedtbatgenerallyaecepted principle. Moreover,tbe',
election to the office of Chalrzr.ciU'Of a tepresenta.tlve of a eountrY' which was'a
permanent a.ber of the Security Counci,l set an undestrable pre~i'edent. Tbe
representative of the United Kingdom expressed reservationstegardins the
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Agenda

192. the COM!ssion considered ita alenda. at the'68l8t and 682nd aeetinss. It had
before ittbe reviaed proVisional alenda (E/CN. 616091aev.1) ,drawnup by the
Seuret~-Generalin conau1tation withtbe Chairman of the Commission'at its' twenty-
sixth 8ess1on.· ,

193. 7heC_s8ion' adopted a proposai -by tbe repre~entat1v~iof·tbecGe~n ' "
ne.ocratic Republic to reviseite. 4 by delet1nsthe words "inc1udinlpreparations
for the World,Conferen.ce of the Vaited Nations Decade for Women, :1980" at the' end
of subitela <a); by adding a new' subitem (b) reading "Preparations for the 'World
Coaferea.ce of the United NatiOlls Decac1eforWOIIlen. :l.nc1udiusthe action called' for
mkOOOMie aud Social Council resolutions 1999 (LX). anei' 2062 (LXII) and General '
AsBellbly reSolutions 3520 (XXX), 32/140, 32/191 an4'32./142 in which tbeeo.:J.s8ion
vas requeetecl to cousider the elaboration ofa d.raftdec1aration";and bll
reau.her1D& fomerSu'itea (J!) as sub~t_,{&., Aproposa1,b)"th,e ,repr,'~~at1-V'eof
Deel.a· to add as it~ 7 entit1ed. "COlBuoicatioDs concernins, theStat~8 Qf WQ~en".

nds prOposal.- vas adopted by 11 votes to 9. with 7 abatentiODs. 'A few ., "
representatives noteat~ Irregu~r1.ty·of includ1:ng this it'em in the ,agenda of the
seasiOQ. since the _tter was being 'considered. byt~e ECOftOlllicandSocialCouDcil.
As ref1eetedin tb.e vote, other representatives did nQ!" .hare, th~,tl~vie.w~ , ' .The,
Cc fssion,adopted. its agenda. as a whole, as ,amended. The test)l!\ reproduced in
apn,ex 11 to the present report.," )j

'0,

. (~)

ob"l'Vat:l.onby t:herepreselltat:l.,e of the Union ofSo~iet Socialist Republics' about
tbe'appropt:l..tene88'of'.l'epr.s.ntat:Lve~ofa,permanent.aber of the'Security
COU1\c:Ll,bold:l.ng· ,the.,cbatrunallf.p. 'TWorepreaentat:Lves of the Western sroup ,z:.ainded
tbeCoaatJ.1on,oftbe 811:....ent'ref.ned to.arller by the representative of Be'llium,
:l.n tbelight ofwieb Mrs.Crockcroft's electl,on had been fyJ,ly in accord with the
principle of rotation. ,,'thef.pre.entativeofthe Genaan'Democraticlepublic 'I)

suaaeatecltb8.tthe QOIDiQi":l.on,.bo~lddecid~.t the current.ee81oft that ,the
cltaii:Mlllhtp, of"thetwent,...e1ahth ,••es~otl, 81aou~d. ao ',to the socialiet, Stat.s.of ,'
Eastern· Europe. ,'the 'representatlveof, ,th', 'NileI' f,lt that' such a., clecf.8ion ,would"b~;
prUtAture ancl that anYIl'oupa whicb wished to do ,.0 ahoulet be free to 'submit a"')'

.lt01Dit\a~tonfor,tb.,cball'lWl,ablpat!t,ene*t.e.8ion•. ' The Ca-i8~iol\took no, action
.On -the utter. -,'. ' " .__ .'._,' -

190. At it, ·6818tlleetinl. on 20'· March- 1978. the" C.-le8iOn 'elected the following
offlceta, 'by "a~la_t.iontVice-Cha:l.ralen: ,Hrs .B.K.Rounovich (ByelorussianSoviet
Socialist Republic) ,~Mr8. Iou.' Ro\lhi, (Iran) and Mrs. 'arida Allashi (Libyan Arab

,J_b1r!.y.)f'apporteut: Mrs. Verefutea Pdalver de Lep.ae (Venezuela) ~

191. Atl.ts682nd _et~n8.on21,Harch1978.the,Coai:Lsston was'infomed that
Mrs. ,VerOnicaPeI1111ver, de 'L.paae, ¥bohadb.en elected,' totheo,ffice of, Rapporteur,
iu her ,ab••nc.),andwtthoutpr:l.ot :·conaultation.could nqt aSBUII that ,function'
,beeau•• ,abe would not be ·preaent:·for the 'whole,of t~eCOlaisslon'. .e••:lon. ,An
offielal,eoaunication 'tothat effectb.a· been s'ent' to tbe secretariat of 'the
Com' 1.sioo. by., tbe PermanentM£a810l1.ol Venezuela.Tbe Latin ,American ,roup
therefore ncalllated H181t Corinne.apt~8te of the clelel.ation of,Tr:lntda~ ,and Tobaso,
who .... duI,. 'elected. .' ' .'

o
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Organization of work

194" .At the 682nd lIleetingJtheCoais~ionapproved the suuest10u Ucle in a note
by the Secretariat on the orleAization of the work of the ,sesslO11(B1CN.61L.727).

8..-ry records.ireeolutions and recdlilielic1atiOlls

~9S. At its 682n4 aeeting, the CoIDm:I.8sion decided to &_e'" .....I'1, records of the
discus.ion ofalenda iteu4" 6 and 8• '

196. The,dra.ft. r.esolut~ons reeG*endecl.f.• ~J.= ac1~ption. &.y...•. the .BcOllOlllc·q4 $~
COUD.cil.re'rep,roduced~~\nchap.-- 1 of the present 1:"eport.·-~·-·· _..

, /;" .' ,

197. The documents before the C~ission at its twen~y-s~enth8,e8stonare·listed
in annex IV. v

COlisU1tat:l.01is·withnon-govermaental'organizatious

198. In accordance Td:.tb rule 7~ oftN! ·rul...· otp,rocedure'of the functlcmal
cODlDis.s1.ODeof the Economic and Social. Council, the',obserVers of the' fol1owill1
non-governmental organization8 in consultativestat_ with the Council Mde
statements durinl thetwent1-8~enth8es,_t.011;

Category I:: International Alliance of 'W0IIeD - Equal llights, Equal
ResponsibUities (ite1D' 4) "

Internatioa'al Council of WOJIaen (it. 3)

International OrgaDtzationof ConauaeritUni01Ut (ltea4)

InternatiOl1al Planned'ParentliDod rederation, (it. 4,)

Woaaen's International D-ocratl,cFe,derat1cnt (tt.. S and 6)

World ,ederatioD of Trade UntODS (i.t.' 4)

Category 1.1; International Council of Social DeIIOcraticTioaen (ltea4)

St. Joan's International' AlI1.ance (t,t_ 3)'

i

If
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201. Illaceorclaoce .Wlthre.olution .321l29Idopteet.b.l the General As,selllbly '01\

=--~:~Ir;'::-':-:·:=I:lt~:V~~t~oJ:-~:l;d:J:::::::d
Ia.lal D:lacri1dJaatlO1lto be held ae Geneva froll14 to 2.5 Ausust1978.

·202,_ .... la >~••poa••,to tbt .. inVltation•. the Cot '. t.,ton. .t ita70Sth meetina•.. on
? 5.Ap~P.. ~1~~,cI~c:l~c1"to'. r.c~1l4. t~ the ~cOQOIItc.•. ~dS0C7ial C.oun~)~l th.t,i.t,

ct..1pat. *... Boa". 'reaaardh'co repre..ntth~COllld...ion·l1lthe c.paclty of
obMmal' at the World qo.tfer.nce (.e. i~1aap! I above.' sect.'.d~aft.~4~~:l81qn.l.
,.i! . • .. ' ,. '.

----20J~. .!lhaCo· rlaalOll,_- :l.1lfo.".of_the~ff.1l.clal~licatton.":before.'the· deed.elon
" .. t••' l".~". IIl'be1.oW)~·' ., ,,' .--:~- --; --~~~- .. ---.--;-~-:"~ r: -C' ;!~-'-"\-'"-
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ANNEXES

Annex I
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ATTENDANCE

Hembe,rs

. "

. .., .... .;'..... ,'.,",

-- - '"'' ~.",' i"~ . . t' ~ • I ]. ,;_ .... ~ ...~ ,:. - .. ";.' Jo< f .. ~i_~ .",..."

BUlssria.: "cHarta 'Dinkova· <' ", • " , k"

"","'_': .... ,". "', "_'~ __~",-'''' -''''- __ . " _,.~$". __ ~__ ,.',, ,,"t,_,',.: .-'-.-''... _ ... __ r _ ,.' _ 1,',.,.,_:_ '. ",. ~", .,--;:~.~A..,.,:~---...-~ ---:_"\t"."·'

··UyelotuEisfan ~:Sovfet ·Social1st'Reptib l f c·( - E. ·K." Roma~~~ic~t t: I •.~~ad..~.'.~~skiY~;.,~,"· .'
. '. ..... . S.S• Iq:uneln1'tsky*' .

Cuba: Eather Veliz; 01ga Finlay;*.AnaMar1a Navarro*

Denmark: ,',:C Dorte Bennedsen;Eigil Pedersen;* Marianne Lehmann*

Dominican 'Republic: Licelott M'arte de Barrios a/; Ana Esther de la Maza;*
,Myrtha Tava~ez de Grossman*

Ethiopia: Debebe Worku

France: Marcelle DeVaud; Robert 'Fauris·.

Gabon: 'J!/

Gerll'lsnDemocratic Republic: Helga Horz; Horst Keilau;*He1nz DUhring*

Germany, Federal 'Republic of: Inge Donnepp; Christoph. Merkel;* Irel\e Maier;*
D1eterSchaad;* E11s'$bethHaines;* Gesine \facup* ~

India: 1..-: J. Dastur;S. Hagumdar*

Indonesia: Suwarni Saljo;PekPoedjioetomo;* Sal»artin1K. Jakt1*

Iran: Homa Rouhi,; Sh1r:tn Samii,;* Maryan Shmdou*

Japan: Ayako Oba

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya: Zohra Alfallah; Fatma Hussein AIgabsi*

Madagascar: Andreas, .Monique Claudine Rasonirina

* Alternate.

!f Did not attend.

JlJ Not repre$ented· at the s·east,on.

I1

Mexico: Hilda Anderson Nevarez de Roja; Consuela S'aenz de Miera*
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Elmina Clarke-Allen; ·Cor.tune" 'BaPtiste* "

~.-' r, .: .. '. '

Non::J9eua1).ers; of theUnited'Nations,represente.d by· an observer .. ' -, , . -' , .;, ,

"':- ., ..

or 1 ,. " "
" '~~ > a.

United' Nations' 'S'eci'e.tariat

ECOnOJDic and S'Ocial C~l"'ionfor ~1a and the. Pacif~.c,

Holy· See

Econo~.c Coai.-sion for Latin Amer~;.aa,

Economfc CODDDissd.on for Afrtca, ECODoaa1c Commission for Wes,tern Asia'.

-."

Union' of "Soviet'Socialist'aeJ!!lblic8: T. N. Nikolayeva

United Kingdcxn'of. Great'Britaili and'NottbemIre1and: Janet Cockcroft;
'Grace'Thornton;*
'A1ison ,R.ich~rd;.*. ·Jl:tchardEdis*

United States'of'_erica: Koryne Horbal; BarabarJ. Cood*

+ •

, ..

« ,~....
I, .... /I

Venezuela: Veronica 'e!lalver cle Lepage; EdithMirquez de Pereyra*

.States 'M.bets- 'of 'thff'Un1.te.dNations' represented 'by obs'etvers
,

'~r~~ntlna, Auatt;alia, C.nada, Chlle,Emt" fiJlland, Israel, Netherlands,
Norway, PIU:,lippinee.'ll Por~u8a1.;·'Suclan, YugoslaVia. :1 .

New Zealand: Colleen Dewe; Jan Beagle*

Niser: Sabatier··Gani.D:J,.aroumeye; Alzouma Louisette*

t 1'1

Zaire: Lunanna' LuntJay,; IMbali H8~ ..Hba.l:l:kada;* Kuthsbat1a In1ng;*iMoY'ila;Ngonda~e~u*.

Trin1dad.~and·Tobago:

, -

Pakistan: Taxeen Farid:t; Khurshid 'Hy4er*

. .

TosC!:A1onkbba .'Aithnard;Aw.a Bans:* Late~i-Atcho Lawsonic

Senesal: "tena(, .Guey8..!/;Saba Hbodj" .
..... , . .., C'~ .. ~ ;. " " , '. " ~I .to

• t:f, '~ .. ' - " -' "C. ... ~

Sweden: Sonja Fredgardl);lCar:l.n' Ahrland;* JohanNordenfelt*

."

-, !.eru: Bertha Vega Perez; Carmen Silva de Arana*



United Nations bodies
-~~";;';;';;;;;";;;';;;;;'--~--";;;;";;";;-'

United Nations Children's 'Fund. United M.tione Development.Prosr_e,
World Food Programme, UnttedNationsInstitute for Training and Research

, ' ,
':: ~ . ,- -••'} 1;

,'Specialized ',agencies' '
.. .~

'> '

'International Labour Organization,. Food and Agrieulture Organization of' the :,
United Nations, United Nations Edueational, Sc.ientific::an4:Cultura'l J()rgan1zation,
World 'Health Organization, World Bank '

." -'1"

.Other 'intergovernmental 'organization represented 'by 'observers
• . ..' . '. _.'. 't ._-_. . i

"

LeagUe:' of Aiab' States' <,Coaission. on the ,Statu8ot Arab Woaaen)"Organ:lzation
of African Unt,ty·, Organizatt,on of AlQert.can'States,(Inter-A1Derican Comm1ssionof
Women)

r
_~. ',1

1.
,.;:...,

,1s* 'Pales,t:ine tfberatton'Organizatfon

" .J 'NoD,..goveriunental'orjantzat-i'Ons·
,

Catesor,:y' ,I : International Alliance of Women ~ International C~federation I

of Free TradeUn;tPllS, Xnterna't :l:onalOtsanfzation rof Consumer. f, ;Unlone', " ."
Internat1:onal:~lanrted~arenthoodFederation, Women'. International,DeIDOcratic

, Federation, World Federat10n of Trade Unions
, .

Category 11: Associated Countt¥ Women of the World, Babi"i Inte~nat:lonal"
COJIIDlunity, Baptist ~orld Alliance, I~teriJ:a,t1Ql1alCouncil,of Soe.I,·DeiDQcratie

'Women, I.nternattonal Federat10n of Bus'iness and Professional Woaen, "International -:
,Federatt-anof University WOlllen.,Ittternat1onalJ~Fede1='at1()1)ofJi~ 1n-Lelal" Careers ,
International Federation of Women Lawyers., 'an-Pacific' and South~Bas·tAa~iaWOllleD's
Msociation, .Soroptimistlnternational, St. Joan's. ,lnternatlonal,;Alliance, Women's
International Zionist Organization, World AII1:ance.ofYoulls Ke.n~8· Cbrtst1all
Associations, World Movement of Mothers" World Youns WCDen·s Ch;r1:.ett.IlM8oc:1atioll,
Zonta Inte.mational.
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Annex'!I,

.,;>11-., -i, ,:l' ~. ~'.I; '. ~... _ ' 1iIo...... :,

D.~pleat8:'. r.iat1:Dg,to,·~he,;pl'_....e f'otthe'Unlted~at1~8Decadefor Wqmen,:
.' o;;r ,. a.

,. '='l. 4 ~ .... ..... ~ , ';;

ta' t1lple"tntat:l:on~f't.beprOl'r_for'the' Deeade
I· "(\ ,,} •

40- ,~' ".~.~~"..;., .. :_::~. ,·t .,_'-f. _ <.~ ..'", • .>- • ~oi ¥ 10

'. '. ,(b) .•}'npax.tion. for ,tb.World 'CoGierenee of the United, 'Nationa;Decade for
. '·W__.:a..~lud:l.n8tbe,actt_,cal1ed',torinBcononic andSQclal-' Council' ,.,

' ..te,01.\,\t·l~. 1999 (LX) and ;2062 (U,II) and General Asaembl,.· resolution.H
; '

3'520 (XU). 321140,.32/197 ad 32/142wb:b:h ,.te,quests'the CQlllUe.lontli'·'
COll.ide·r the elabo'rat$.oilof. 'draft -declaration ".

~. '" ....r... .

, i;i, I

..

... l! # ..,.

(c) aeview..ad apPJ;.~.1. of,p~_88ach1eved,tn the iJDPle1nentat;l.on of tb_
"' ' .. " _......... -'. .. ..~ '- • '.'~ -........ ., .,,' 110 ,", .. ' fl' \;t ....

WorldPI811 of Act!.. . ~.' . . . 1· ~'.,

9. Adoption 'of .the Teport·of the. C~is8ion on its twenty-seventh ....:1on

6. The effeet.o~ .• apartheid.on the'~.~atus 'of wOl8n

~, ~.. i:~iol"~
..~Jl, V' '. !:.. '~-::lf- 7 ~~'-:.-+ " . _ "..,' " . '.

3'! ·X.t t:t,01I~~,l1\~~ru.ut.c,.Ud8~,a.4ard.· 'l"elat~gto the 8tat~s ~~.~~u: .'''''' . } .
1apl''''1itat101l of 'th. ]Jeclaratton 'I()Q. the ·II:l.1I1nation of Disc,i:l1U.1t8,t10n asai1i,t: " .
~~;. ., 1>, ~~tt,.·. ".0'

t"), 'fi'

8. ,rCJlra" le of wOrk, jacW1Dgthe' draft. provtston~l agenda fot:' t~u~:twent1-~~ghtb
...don of tlle. C~t8.·:I:. '. , . ,'"." it '.., . "

., "f#.

"'-'- • ., t '. ... f • " '.. • 10

.:~. 0 ,~."1.1totect:tOll at ·...0 .aaa·!C1dldr_fll'~8encyanclaTJae,dcoa~u~ -,~ tbe8tr~ggle
°f_ peace. ..1-f-detendHt1on•. ''Illtt:1Gnal:liberat10n an,dtndepen46ttce', '~"'~';.

l.,., if ~ ·sI '"
'. . J'J'¥.,. 'f,

'.'~..'
:-.>~}
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.Annex III

ADMINISTRATIVE ~D FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF DECISIOWS TAKEN
BY :rHE C~ISSION AT ITS TWENTY~SEVENTH SESSION

Oral statement of financial iDiplications .of
. draft resolution E/CN~6/L~7.43a/

1. Operati.ve .paragraph 1 of the draftresoluttonreads as follows:

"Re~uests the Secretary-General to take all appropriate measures to
provide the regionalcollUllis's-ions~, from the regular budget of the' Uni ted
Nations,' with. the ,financial resour.cee andp~rsonnel necessary to enable
them to undertake the implementation of the World Plan of Actionj"

2. The proposals contained in th~·World Plan of Action were endorsed by· the General
A,sse~bly in 1975 in resolution 3520 ()CXX). This. resolution invited the relevant
organ1zati.ons of the Uni.ted Nations syste.m to submit proposeLs and ~uggestions 'for
implementing the 1'1an of Action to the Econond:c and Social Council at its sixty,..
second session and also requesteg the S~cretary~General to take its requirements
into .account in prepararing revised es-timates: for 1977 and the medium-·term plan for
1978~1·98l.

3. The. IQeasures· ta~en to i)D.plement the Worldl?lan of Action were reported to the
General Ass.embly· at it.s tht.J:ty-first s-es$·ionin document Al31{220and reference is
made. to the rlan of Action in both the medt~m,..term.plan for 1978-1981 and the
budget for the current biennium, whi~h began on 1 January 1978. •

l~. General As.sembly resoluti.on 31/'93, which. concerns the medium-term plan, urges
the sectoral, f,unc·tional and regional prograllDl!e fot:1llulating organa to ref,'rain~rom

undertaking new activi.ties not programmed ;;I:n the medium-·term plan and the subsequent
progralIUlle. -budgat; unle.S.1;;: a pressing need o~ an unforeseeable nature aris'es as'
deterJQt~ed QY the. Genera.l Assembly. lnresplution 32{206, in which the As.sembly
u~ges subatdtarr bodies to regrain from making recommendat~ons on t~e relative
'prior:i:ty',6f the major pt:0gra.es·, as outlined in the ·llledium.....termplan, those bodaes
a~e. also requested to propose, through the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination,
relative prioritie.ato be accorded to the various- subprograllUl\es w·i.tlitn their
reapect Ive fields of compe.tence.. Thi.s., wordtng may· also be found in paragraph 40,
section V~ o~ the annex to Assembly resolution 32/197 1 on re~tructur!ng of the.
economic and .social sectors of the. United Nattons system. The Committee for
frogramme and Co~rdinattonwill be reviewing the medium-term plan for 198Q~19B3

at its eigbteent~session later this year.

a/ SUbsequently, a revise.d draft resoluti.Qn (~lCN.6Jt.743fRev.l)· was subIQi.tted
and adopted by' the Commissipn (s-ee chap. I above., aece , A,. draft resolution .Il} ~
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7. The Sec~e~ary~General notea that while under the terms· of pa~agraph 5 of the
dra{treso1utton,. women from the lfperat:f:on movements of southern Africa would be
inv:.(.te.d to partI,clpate asobseryera- fn ~th,e~uture sees-tons', 'of the Commiss:f:on and

\.11' , I, -', "", ".'" " " ,

meetings of t'lIe Preparatory cOQnttt~.e for the Wbrld Conference of the United Nations
Decade. foX' WOJqen,to be held, ,in 1980 J no reference is made ta .funding, the~osrt of
such travel and s-ubs:i,$.tenC:e under' tpe' regtJ1arOudge.t ofth.e Uni.ted Nations'.
Consequently,'the paragraph as it stands. contains no ~inancfal implications.

8. Shoula the draft resolution be amended in such a way as to ~nclude a request for
a provision of funds for travel, the financial implication wo~ld'enta;l.l the cost of

Oral state_ent of the' financial implicationBof
, draftrl re,solution EtCN.6tL~744b/' j

I'" t' ',- '_

bI Replaced by EleN.61L. 744/Rev.1,. Subsequently, a second ,revised version
(E!cN.6!L.744/Rev.2) was 8ub1l\i.tted and adopted by the Commission (see chap. I,
draft resolution VIII).

5. This information demonsttates tltELtwo following points.. The first' is th~t; th~

Secretary-General was fully aware of the provisions of the World Plan of Action at
the ti1llethat!te prepared the curt;ent tnedium.....term.plan and programme budget, and
took thesep,ro\risions. ,intP'cons:J,del'ationwithin the . framework of the over-all. policy
of budgetaryrestrain~withi.nwhichbe has'to operate.' The second point is that the
'-Secretary~Genera;J..,.1>'1 virtue ;0£ the financ:l.al i,egulat ions, is not empowered to
transf.erresources between' sections of the bu~et. Each regional co~i'ssion

represents a separate, section. Consequently,. the.itnpleBlentationof the present
resolution would requlre th8.t,., ,in0J::der·tofinance aU81llented activities .iItcertain
pt.;ogrammes of the regfonalcomniisSions,.other p~ogrammeswouldhave to be
corre~pondinglY'reducedL.ITheComm:tssionon the. Status. o.f Women may wish to take
these matterslntc)' accountiu' any recoDonendations it may make to the Committee on
Programme and Co:"ordination. .

6. As regards operative" paJ:~graph.' 3 of' the draft reso1ution,' the Commission may be
aware thatth.eAfl.'ic'~n:Centre' for Research andTrai~tng'for WOnienis one of thti~e
subprograumes within the prograDll1e 0£ soctal development in, the Economic Commission

'.. - -.-. . . ,. . _ . . _.. ,J

for Afri.c~. .Its fundIng has· CODle partly frODl the regular, budget and partly from
voluntary cOll~r:l:buttons.Alth~ughpaJ:agraph30tthe present draftresolutionls
addressed t.othe .Gene1;al Assembly and not to ,the' S'ecretarv-General, it should be'
noted thatb:oth the Adyisory' COmmittee onAc1ld~istrative &1ld Budgeta17 QuestioDs
and the FifthComndttee are becdittng :tnel'e.aS'ingly< reluctant to approve tran'sfers of
fundingfro...n extra....budgetary, BOUl'CeS to 'the'regular budget except when a clear

. leg:l:.slativeundate, has been given. Such 'mandates nave, in the pal;lt, normally
~eferredtQ larger organizatioDalun:tt& than,the one under consideratton tn the
pres~nt draft resolution. In thi~ connexton, the' attention of the Commission is
agalu{'drawnto r.esolutions 32/197 and 321206 in whic:ntheGeneral AsseJnbly invited
subs1d~arybodies to propose, through the Csmmittee on Prograuane. and Co""Ordi,nati~I1,.

. relative priorities' to, be accorded to :v:ariou8 8ubprogrammes within thetr respective
fieldso~ COJllpetence. '
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travel and subsistence of four representatives of the national liberation movements
to attend the twenty-eighth session of the Conlmi.ss·:l,on and two sessions of the
Preparatory Conunittee for the World Ccnfezence; in 1978 and 1979, estimated at
$25,000. .

9. Operative paragraph 8 of 'the draft resolution calls foro's report to be prepared
on the interrelat;lonship between the goals of transnational corporations and
di.scri:r:ninatory practices and the deplorable conditions to which non-white
popula.tions, in part.icularwomen and children, are subjected.

.
10. In thi.s connexion, the Sec1"etarY'"'General draws the attention of the Conunission
to resolution 32/197 on restructuring and spectftc~lly to section VI of the annex
to that resolution concerning plannfng,pJ:'ogX'annntng, 'budgeting and evaluation,
Paragraph 4 of the annex to the resolution refers to the procedure for the
sub~~sion of statements of programme budget implications to intergovernmental
bodies and requires that such.' statements-; s-na11 indicate, as appropriate, related
programmes already indicated in th~ medium-term plan, the percentage increase in the'
e~J?endi,tures of the Secretariat und.ta concerned and the resources which could be
released from any progra_e elements Which have become obsolete, ot" margillal
usefulness or ineffective.

I
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11. Should a proposal ~e.la.ted to new activities not progranuned in th.e medium-term
plan, the provisions of resolutton311'93 would apply, where;tn sectoraf , tunc.t10nal
and ~egional programme~formu1ating organs are urged to refrain from undettaking new
activities' not progr~~ed in the ~edium~ter~ plan and the spbsequent programme
budget unless a pressing need of an unforeseeable nature arises as determined by the
General Assembly.

12. In the present ins,tAnce, no provision exists in the present plan and budget for
a study of the type fndicate.d,and consequent.Ly it would be necesS'at;y £or the.
COmJq;L,ssi.on. to consider whether to re.coIltl\end to th.e GeneJ:'a.~ A~-seJl1b1r, 'tli.i'ough the
~conomic and Social Council? that the proposal represents a pressing need of an
unforeseeabf,e nature,

13. For the information o~ the Cummission, it is estimated that outside expertise
wQuld be required for th~ c~plettQn o~ the report, 'Xt ~a ~u~the~ eatt~ted that,
should the General Assembly decnde, to ~'t\clude. thts.' PJ.logra.1l1Ple element t.n tti..e.
progranun~ of 'work tor 1979, the costs involved would be. ot th~ orde.r at $20,000.
and cou1~ be met from with~n available resources on the programme budget ~or

1978-1979.

Financial implications of the draft decision recpnunended.
by the C()tnDliEtsion for adoption·by·the·Economic and Socia.l
Council (see chapter I above, sec'tion B, 'decisi.on)
; ; ; . . .; : ,

14. The financial implications of the decision taken by the Commission to designate
Hrs. Sonja. Fredgardh, of Sweden, of the repres.entati.ve Commission, in th.e capacity
of observer, at the World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination to
be held at Geneva, from 14 to 25 August 1978, would involve the payment of round~

trip economy class airfare between Stockholm and Geneva and per diem for two weeks,
in a. total e.atimated amount of $1,800.
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of t!leSecretary,;;.Gene;ral

Title ordesctiptioll

RE!v:l.seclprovisiollal "agenda for the,
twenty-seV'enthse~sion

RepoJ:'t:: 'of the In.ternational Labo1J~, : "
O;rgap.;f.zatton' on its., acti.vit~es'

. of special,~nteres~<towomep.

ProVision;aFa,.genda for the twenty- ,
,,se.ve,nthses$ion

. ~/

Repo1;t of the Secretary-General

~epo;rtoftheSecretary~General

:i,eport:',o,f, the Secretary.-Ceneral on
workingwomenan.dthe sharing of
hous-eholdduties, '

4

2,

2

4

4

5

8

\I '

Agenda
item

Annex'"IV

ttST 0' DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE CoMMt$SlON.ATITaTWENTX-SEVENT}lSESSIO~

I/Glt.ll$10

Bt{lJ'>'lll~ ati~ Add.l
/'/-~->-:::>~';\:_-"-- -,:~,~<\

-Eltli"fji~ 'i.l4cCJtr.1

liCB.fi/ll:! .,' ,

11(:1.6/615
\ \.

4

4

"

Report of the United 'Nations
'Educa:tional. Scientific and Cultural
,Organization onitsact1.vit1es of
spec,ial ~nterest to women

Report of the Inter"'American Commission
of Women'

EleN. :61617 4 Report of ,the Commission on the Status
of Arab Women

E/CM.616l8

£/C».6/619

E!CI.6/INF.30

2

6

Agenc:l~'for the'tw~nty-seventh. session
as' adopt,ed ' ,

1{eport pt the',Secretary':"Genel"al

Listofrepresenta,tives to the twenty­
seventh session '
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Document number

E/CN.6/L.727

E/cN.6!L. 728 and Add .1-~lO

Agenda
item·

2

9

Title or description

Organization of work

Draft report of the Conuniss:Lon-onthe
twenty-seventh session

E/CN.6/L.729

E!CN.6IL. 730

fE/CN. 6/L. 730/R.ev.l

E/CN,,6/L.7.31

.E!CN.61L.732

E/CN.6/L.733

E/CN.6/L.734

E/CN,,6/L.734/Rev.l
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L$ame spQnsoril: .and India: re.vised
draftresolutlon

France:amelld1:l1ents to doc.UDlent
E!CN.6IL.730

$ta,tementsubm1tted1>,-the InternatiQnal
All1anceof.W()men'~Equalaightsf

Equal Responsibflit'ies, •. Internation~ll
Counc:f.lofWQmen."Assoc~ated ··.Count~
Wbtrlenof tbe<Wor,1.d,Baqa.'.l ",' .
J:nterlls,ti,ollalCo1Jll1tlnity,Baptist ..'
World All:lance,.Cooperative for
.Atner:f.can :R.eltefEverywhere, ·1nc. "
Interna,tionalCouncil ofSoc:l:al '
DeDJocratlcW«:lmen, .International
Fedel;'atioJ:\of.Businessand.
Professional Women, International,
Movementf()r·Fraterna.lUnton'~ng
Races . and .PeoPles~. 'Pan-Paciftc<arid
South-East Asia Wbmen'·sAs,socia,t.i6a,

. aenab~li,tat 1~nlnteril.ational, ...'
So;t'QPt1mtst,~,Internat:l:onal,St~Joanls
International All1.ance, Women ~·s
:;rntemat1.ona1 League. for Peace.. and ~
'J;'e.~dolQ,. Women's :tntetna,t;l.ona,l .
Z~onj.$t Orga,nt~~tton, World MovellJent
of; Xothet"s, World Union of, Catholic
'WOmen' s,cfl!:-gani~a tions ,WorldWQDleir~s

. Cltr.1.~f.l1an Temperance Union a.ndZ()nta
International
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$tateJQent, submitt e.d by the 'Associ.at,ed

Count:ryWbme.n. of the' World'

Statement submitted by Soropt:l.tnist
. International

Statet1lent submitted' by the Assoctated
CQuntryWomen. ·of the. World ,~,

...~~,.. ' (i ' ... '

St~.teme.nt subJfd.tted 'by'the Baha' .~.,:"riiiZ:', .,,,,:'?'
lntel'llational C01ll1Qunity
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Statement submitted by the
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UniyersityWomen

Statement submitted by the World
MovemerJt of Mothers
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