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f.i I. ISSUES THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY OR ARE BROUGHT TO THE
” ATTENTION OF THE ECONQMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL S

A Draft resolutions recommended for ad tion by the Council

1. The Commission on the Status of Women recommended the following draft"
resolutions for adoption by the Economic and Social Council' . :

I .

National machinery for monitoringfthe'implementation of B
~the Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women 1/ SR

‘4_'The EConomic'and'Social'COuncil,

- Recalling that General Assembly resolution 3517 (XXX) of 15 December 1975
concerning the mid-term review and appraisal of progress in the implementation of
the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade states that all States and competent organizations should give priority to
the implementation of the recommendations of the World Conference of the
International Women's Year in the formulation of their economic and social polieies,

¥

Recalling also that General Assembly resolution 3524 (XXX) of 15 December 1975
recommends that all organs of the United Nations development system and other ,
international technical and financial assistance programmes and agencies should give
sustained attentiop to the integration of women in the formulation, design and -
imple: o of development projects and programmes,

Recallingvfurther that paragraph 34 of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the Inteﬁ —~tional Women's Year 2/ states, inter
- alia, that the establishment of machinery at the national governmental level, with
adequate staff and budget, can be an effective transitional measure for accelerating
the achievement of equal opportunity for women and their full integration in
national 1life.

Noting that General Assembly resolution 31/136 of 16 December 1976 recommends
that Governments should establish, where appropriate, such machinery as bureaux and
commissions, in order to ensure the effective implementation and evaluation of the

[ O

9

1/ See paras. 52-54 of the present report.

2/ See Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year
(United Natiions publication, Sales No. E. 76.1IV.1), chap. II, sect. A.
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| World Plan of Action and of the Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women 3/
Awithin the framework of national development plans and regional policies, ‘

Considering_the sustained attention which the Commission on the Status of Women
was given to the need for national machinery, the support given to the Commission by
the specialized agencies, in co-operation with national Governments, in the
promotion of equality of opportunity and treatment for working women; the
implementation of recommendations, conventions and other measures relating to
participation, utilization and integration of women in the ‘economic and social life
- of Member States, e : |

. , Bearing,in mind that many countries have established national machinery and ‘
 the important role which it will play in providing assistance to the regional
’"commissions, the international and regional centres for women, the agencies of the
United Nations system, national Governments, and others, responsible for framing
policies and decisions essential to develppment.‘

: a& + VWelcomes the measures taken by Member States to establish machinery at the
ional governmental level to monitor the integration of women in development and
_ to participate.in,measures for policy making and decision making in favour of women,

N 2. Enconrages Member States to take a11 necessary steps to strengthen such
nitional machinery as bureaux for women, commissions and other organs established

) aﬂ the national governmental lcvel, and to ensure that their opinions and
/recnmmendatiOns are an integral part of development planning and the implqnentation
“of development programmes and projects;

3. Urges MEmber States which have not yet taken the aforementioned steps to
do so, bearing in mind the advantageés of such machinery for the development of all
the human Tesources of the country and more substantial progress in development'

: 4.  Recommends that the national machinery should have adequate authority and
resources to ensure that women are included in development planning and other
- activities and to propose, if necessary, special programmes for women;

5. Envisa ges the need for national machinery to guarantee that women benefit
from technical assistance programmes and projects and that such assistance relates
to the specific requirement of women;

6, Recommends that the national machinery should be informed and consulted in
all spheres concerning women and, especially on the replies which Member States
are called upon to furnish in response to requests from the Secretary-General
relating to the implementation of programmes for the United Nations Decade for Women
and the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives nf the
International Women's Year;

3/ foicial Records of the Economic and Social Council Sixty-second Session
Supplement Wo. 3 (E/5909), annex V. | g




e
‘
i

, 7. Emphasizes the need for such national machinery for co-operation and the
co—ordination of programmes of regional training and research institutes anq//
regional centres for women, ‘to ensure favourable relations with Governments
non-governmental organizations actively promoting the status of women, and women in
the rural and urban sectors, and to strengthen co-operation between men and women in
the attainment of development objectives and goals,

o

8. R equ Psts that the national machinery should give particular attention to

Decade and should identify the obstac s*ﬁhich have prevented the attairment of the
: national objectives and goals pursued by’the national machinery on behalf of ‘women.,

B - C e o
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Institutions responsible for implementing the World Plan of Action
within the framework of the,United Natibns Decade for Women 4/

The‘Economic and Social Council,i"i;'i

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969,
_ containing ‘the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, in which the Assembly
| encouraged the full integration of women in development,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972,
- in which the Assembly proclaimed the International Women's Year,

Recallingﬁalso the resolution adopted by the World Conference of the
International Women's Year, held in Mexico City in 1975, concerning research and
training for the advancement of women, 5/ and taking account of the special
‘difficulties encountered by the regional research and training centres for women as a
result of the lack of regular financing, : :

"
1,

. Recalligg General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, in which

" the Assembly emphasized the importance of regular reviews and appraisals of the
progress made in achieving the goals of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year,

| ‘Taking,account of the efforts made by the regional commissions to promote
programmes and aware of the scope of the programmes undertaken and of the
limitations imposed on the regional commissions by the lack of sufficient funds and
staff,

1. Requests the General Assembly to take all appropriate measures to identify
regular budget resources in conformity with General Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX)
of 17 Novemher 1975, 31/93 of 14 December 1976 and 32/201 of 2 December 1977 in
regularfbudgetvef,tne United Nations, with the financial resources and personnel
necessary to enable them to undertake the implementation of the World Plan of
Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year;

2.  Invites Governments, the specialized agencies, other United Nations organs
intergovernmental, and non-governmental organizations concerned to co-ordinate their
© activities for the integration of women in development with the regional commissions;

4/ See paras. 58-67 of the present ‘report,

. 5/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women s Year (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.1V. 1), chape III.

*be
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. 3.]( Recommends that the General Assembly take appr priate measures to provide
for the financial resources and personnel necessary for the regional research and
training centres for women from the, regular budget of the United Nations.

i

Rationalization of the reporting s ste
~on the status of women 67

o i
ety g n N

‘The Economic and Social Council, Sl _4['; S "g"'y”;’*

, Recalligg the existing biennial reporting system on the implementatidn of theu.
Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 7/ and’ related T
instruments under its resolutions 1325. (XLIV) of 31 May 1968 and 1677 (LII) of ?ng'

2 June 1972,

o Recallingﬁfurther that, in accordance with General Assembly resolution,3520
;(XXX) of 15 December 1975 and with General Assembly resolution 3490 (XXX) of 12
December 1975 entitled "Implementation of the World Plan of Action ‘adopted by the
World Conference of the International Women's Yenr", reporting procedures have been
established and are being carried out fqr biennial system-wide reviews and appraisals
of the implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Imnlementation of the
<0bjectives of the International Women's Year and of progrg%g made under the
'International Development Strategy for the Second United/Nations Development Decade,SI

| Recognizing the importance of such reports for the review of the progress 2
achieved in the promotion of the full equality of women,with men in all spheres of
life, S L ‘ : :

Noting with concern that the responses received to the requests for information
on' the banis of the above-mentionpd resolutions have been insufficient in number and
also often overlap in their coverage, as shown in the reports submitted to the :
Commission. op, the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh session (Al32/216 and‘Corr 1
and Add.l and 2 and E/CN. 6/611), | , E e

Underlining the desirability for all.Member States to submit such: reports, with -

the requests in the aforementioned resolutions,
1

Bearing in mind the burden placed upon Governments.when complying separately
with the requests in the aforementioned resolutions, , |

Convinced that there is a need’ for rationalization of the reporting systems -
referred to in the first and second preambular paragraphs above,‘

.. .,
e e e DAL

l. Recommends to the General Assembly the integration of the reporting
systems outlined in the aforementioned resolutions into a single system;

6/ See paras. 71 and 72 of the present_report.
1/ General Assembly resolution 2263.
8/ General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV).

5=



5 2. Re uests the Secretary—General to review, in. order,-if possible, to
simplify them, the content§ of the questionnaires forwarded ‘to Member States, United
Nations agencies and.non—governmental organizations in consultative status with the
 “Economic and Social Couhcil, in the context of the integrated reporting system,

' paying particular attention to regional requirements, by selecting evaluation |
criteria which take account of regional disparities, S -

R TR Urges Member States, when preparing their reports, to make use of national
machinery established to promote the advancement of women and of the views of the
; appropriate national nonrgovernmental organizations, ,_3w_ |
R T Further requests the Secretary—General in compiling the replies, to

provide an. analytical report on progress achieved in the improvement of the status
of women;. as. well as on obstacles encountered and policies for future -action,
including, if possible,«comparative surveys on developments within each region'

\ . 9a Urges the General Assembly to review periodically the new reporting system
in the 1ight of further developments.éwilp | e

AT sl . o A A o v g B o
TN e e T BN i e T T ,

Question of elaborating a draft declaration on the participation of
women in the struggle for the strengthening of international peace
- and ‘security and against colonialism, racism, racial discriminatiom,
foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign domination 9/

The Economic and Social Council 'r:’ -L: ‘7~je"';f~;jlcy e L

calling General Assembly resolution 32/142 of 16 December 1977, in which the
General Assembly requested the Commission on thehStatus of Women to consider, as a
for Women, to be held in 1980 the elaboration,of a draft declaration on the
participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of international peace
and' security and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign
-aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign domination and to ireport thereon
,F° the Economic and Social Council at its first regular session of 1978
) Expressingﬁthe hope that the Commission on the Status of Women will make every
effort to consider elaborating the draft declaration at its twenty-eighth session,

v»,\

1. Invites all Governments, the specialized agancies and other international
intergovernmental organizations, as well as concerned non-governmental organizations
in consultative status with the Council to transmit to the Secretary—General their
views and/or proposals concerning the nature and content of a draft declaration cu
the participation of women in the struggle: for the strengthening of international
. peace and security‘and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign
aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign domination,

gj,See paras. 81-85 of the present}report.

-6~



2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the views and/or proposals

- received to the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-eighth session, ,
3. Reguests the Commission on the Status of Women to- consider in the light of

those views  and/or proposals the. question of elaborating a draft declaration at its,q

twenty-eighth session with a view to: submitting it to the Wbrld Conference of the o

' United Nations Decade for Wbmen. : . S S

e Provisional agenda of the Wbrld Conference of the *»Lf;l%zsii%ﬁféisf
j S United Nations Decade for Wbmen 10/ | | h S
The Economic and Social Council, \;,fl

‘ Recalling General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 in which
the Assembly proclaimed the period from 1976. to 1985 United Nations Decade for Wbmen'
Equality, Development and Peace, to be devoted to effective and sustained national,
regional and international action to. implement the World Plan of Action for the’ ”}
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year and related
resolutions of the Wbrld Conference of the International Wbmen s Year held at Hexico'

Recalling further resolution 32/140 of 16 December 1977 and'other'Assembly L
resolutions, as well as Economic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII) of 12 May ”
1977, . .

Mindful that the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Wbmen,,to he
held in 1980, should be an important step towards the attainment of ‘the three o |
- objectives of the Decade: equality, development and peace, which are inseparably
linked, - N S T ey ‘
IR g R j Sl "
l. .Recommends that the provisional agenda of the World Conference of the -
United Nations Decade for Women should be so drawn up as to include.the following

substantive items:

(a) Review and evaluation of the progress made in attaining the |
objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, in the period from 1976 to 1980 at the. ,
national, regional and international levels, as was recomnended ”
by the World Conference of the International Women's Year,_;-ru

(b) Programme of action for the second half of the United Nations ufitwif
' - Decade for Wbmen, 1980 to 1985; o Tl L

3 : oy .
PRy Fe- S

I

2.  Recommends that the Preparatory Committee provided for in Council :
resolution 2062 (LXII) should take the foregoing into consideration in drawing up .
recommendations on the preparations for the World Conference ¢:i-the United Nations
Decade for Women. | o S

10/ See paras. 86-89 of the present report, and chap. IX below, resolution
3 (xXXVII). o :

9=



‘;_'VI o
Wbrld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women ll/

The Economib and Social Council. ~.f.57ff7ﬁ’*gt’5?',,f'“]ﬁf‘f’ff_,@7f: I T

'!: l 71

ey »:’z“;, e

"':;trecalli”’ its resolution 2062 (LXII) of 12 May 1977

v;;;; Recalling;furthEr General Assembly resolution 32/140 of 16 December 1977
civ -
Convinced thaé/the role of the Preparatory Committee will be central to the “
— further.preparation ‘of the Wbrld Conference ‘of the’Unlted NationS‘Decade for’ Wbmen,j
'~ which the General Assembly decided to convene in 1980, in its resolution 3520 (XXX) -
- of 15 December 1975 P R R T R e e .,_,ﬂ,t,n,"

-5l”?3§;l Reguests its President to nominate, after consultation with‘regional o
vgrodps, twenty-five members of the Preparatory Committee: for the World. Conference’
of the-United.Nations Decade for Wbmen, on the basis of equitable ‘geographical i
distribution and taking into\account the experience and the expertise of members of
’,jthe Cdmmission will meet fromY19 to 30‘ﬂune 1978'“ ek Hael b S
. 2., Re'uestskthe Secretaré@&eneral to propose to the General Assembly the
v‘_appropriate ‘personnel and financial resources ‘for the World Conference of the United
: Nations Decade for Wbmen, in the light of the proposals of the Preparatory Committee.

1’2

vi‘i -

'Employment, ‘Health and Education" ‘for the waé1af-
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Wbmen 12 R

The Economic and Social Council

. Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3520 (xxx) of 15 December 1975 32/138
. and 32/140 of 16 December 1977,. and Economic and Social Council resolutions 1999 (Lx),
wgof 12 Hay 1976 and 2062 (LXII) of 12 May 1977 | \ :

: Bearinf,in mind that the three areas of employment, health and education are
~ of primary concern to Member States today in their endeaVours to achieve the :
5 objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women. Equality, Development and Peace,

: Considering that the goals of equality and development can best be achieved in
conditions of international peace, o o -

7o

- 11/ See para. 90-92 of the present report. o | L
“ xx%%gi:ee paras. 93-95 of the present report, and chap. IX below, resolution
'4t . |



Aware of the need to draw up an action—oriented agenda for the World Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Women, . to be held in 1980,

1. Recommends the subtheme "Emnloyment, Health and Education" for the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, to be held in 1980, whose over-
all objective will continué to be the review and evaluation of the progress made in
the first half of the Decade, and to recommend necesgary changes and readjustments-
Qfor the second half of the Decade, in-order to attain equality, development and peace;

. 2, Recommends further that the Wbrld Conference place emphasis on elaborating
- new strategies for integrating women into the developmental process, particularly
by promoting economic and employment opportunities on an equal’ footing- with men

. through, inter.alia, the provision of adequate health and educational facilities,

3 and that the preparatory work for the Conference be carried out accordingly, '

S ."3;; Recognizes that both the contents of .and the projects related to each of
f: the three above-mentioned areas of concern would differ from country to country,‘

Rw'f;4' Reguests the Secretary-General to circulate the present resolution,:' ‘,.
together with the 1ist of topics suggested in its annex, to all ‘Memberx, States,;'/

5.-' Invites.Member States to present -to regional preparatory meetings and
seminars which might to be held in 1979, and/or to the World Conference itself,
' reports on ‘national experience which would include, {nter alia, specific information
on projects related to the topics suggested in the annex to the present resolution,
or on other projects connected with the fields of employment, health and education'

6. Recoggizes the great importance of such information for Member States in.
pJanning their own strategies in these three closely . related fields of endeavour,

7. Reguests the Secretary-General to present to the World Conference an
analysis of the material in the above-mentioned reports of Member States, paying :
particular attention to Jisting and describing their projects in the three fields
mentioned above,' , R R .

- 8. Takes note of the developments of the IntereAgency Programme described in
document 7327175 and particularly the topics mentioned in paragraphs 14 te. 16,

: 9; Recommends that regional commissions, in convening seminars and meetings
in the framework of Council resolution 2062 (LXII) of 12 May 1979, devote some of
' those regional and subregional meetings to practical and country-oriented topics, and
'ithat the reports of those meetings be submitted to the Conference,

o 10. Reguests the specialized agencies, especially the International Labour
;Organisation, ‘the World Health Organization, the United Nations Educational, e
Scientific and Cultural Organization,: the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations and the United Nations Children's Fund, to prepare, with the
co-operation of the regional commissions, region-wide reports for the World
Conference, in particular evaluating progress in substantive areas and programmes
for which they have special competence and responsibilitics.



7'Auuzx

_Leatod Tofica for Comnent andyInformationv_v y'”

ﬂhabar Statce are invited to aelact thbleutOPICI on which they heve particular
ptojacus, ‘as well as to give information on any other projects falling under the
i thtce btoad aronc of enploynant. health and education.,,jl,,, E ; L

e 'Ttatning in technological mcfhoa- of farming

‘f}w2g:55Training tchenei, both elemontaty hnd advanced for women employed in
| induttry . | o | |

iy{ﬁ;ffivocational training :.}f;,;,“;nf;},u-‘a“'

‘*f;?&;q;fSocial oupport oervicea to'enable parenta to combine employment and home
. cere . e L o | | g ; 2N

| 5. Inconeegenerating projecte for'wonen living in urban slums or in rural or f,,

;fg[lbackﬂard areas L B ,.,‘i B w, R ;,;y.,gfl .

'?°_5;_*TPronotion of and ttaining in incone-raising group activities for women
| -‘ﬂliving in rural ‘areas and in urban alums , |

- :f: 7,~HiLaga1 aid progran-ee
8. Basic aervicee for vomen and children -

9. Promotion of education in the fielde of health nutrition and family
' planning ' . , B ,

| ,Bducation

10, -Ptotralles to'achieveifunctionalvlitetacyv

NI

‘il."‘Atcelerated coursea of education

_'l2. ; Progra-les to nake both formal and noneformal education available to girls
CETandy Bt ' | C

13, ?ro.otion of education relevant to«the needs of developing economies.

L



VIII

The effects of apartheid on the status of women 13/ B

The Economic and Social Council

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/1053 of 1& December 1977 in which the
Assembly proclaimed the year 1978 as International Anti-Apartheid Year,'ﬂ~**-

Takingﬁnote of the report of the Secretary-General on - the ‘effects of apartheid )
on the status of women in South Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia KE/CN 6/619),

, Seriously concerned about ‘the’ inhuman conditions to which the Oppressed peoples
of southern: Africa, including women, are subjected,l o

o Aware that women in Southern Africa are perpetually deprived of- their rishts.as
»adults because of the illegal arbitrary and racist apartheid system, S

(,'v" .L',,‘

- Notinghwith deep concern the fate of Mrs. Winnie Mandela and other who are at
present on trial in South Africa, ;3_~

r o R . Poag ks ey o . P .
el Ere o CE it .Q,:Z._ S ’ .

gorously condemning the activities: and practices of the transnational

_ corporations in Southern Africa, which are incompatible with United Nations A
resolutions, ' , . _ _ . _

' Notingrwith appreciation the contribution so far made by Member States and by -
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations £o ‘the: United Nations assistance
programnes for Southern Africa - the United Nations Trust ‘Fund for South Africa, the
United Nations Institute for Namibia and the United ‘Nations Educational and Training
Programme for Southern Africa,

.

Expressingﬁits concern, however, at the fact that the assistance received to
‘date falls short of the needs of women, - T

1. Condemns most categorically the shameful practice of apartheid and racial
discrimination, which keeps the women of South Africa, Southern Rhodesia and Namibia
Ain inhuman conditions,

2. Urges all Governments, intergovernmental and non—governmental organizations
and specialized agencies to take the necessary measures with a view to completely ,
isolating the racist regimes of Southern Africa,

3. Urges all Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
the United Nations and its specialized agencies to contribute generously to the~:'-
-United Nations assistance programmes for Southern Africa, through financial support
and other assistance; :

13/ See paras. 137-143 of the present report.

-]l



: 4 Recommends to the Cotnisultative Committee on the Volutitary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women that it take the necessary steps to ensure that-
rasources from the Voluntary Fund are ulod to provido logol did to women 1o

Southorn Atrico; ' | : | -

5‘ | Apgoolo to Member Stctoo. intoraovornnantol rnd non~3ovornm¢ntol
organizations and pocitlizod ogoncioo to crnnt trcinini scholorahipo to tﬁo women of
Southorn Atricn: | . | | S ‘ | o ,

6. Decide ' in lccordcncc with Gonorol Aorombly rooolutiou 3280 (XXlX) of 10
Docinbor 1974,
- Africa rocognizod.by the Or:cnirution of African Unity to participate as observers in
- the:future sessions of the Commission on the Status of Women snd mestings of the
Proporntory Committes for the worid Conloronco of the Unitod Nntionn Dcoado tor

anon. to bo held in 1980° |

. Rocommondl to tho Proplrctory Committoe for the World Gonforoncopthdt o
it includo in the agenda of the Contoronco the itom cntitl«d "Eifocto of ogorthaid on
women in Southorn Africa"; | | o i ” |

8. Roguootc the Socrotory-conornl to hcvo the compotont vnitod Hations organoz
“and specialized agencies collect and diloominnto information on the status of thc
- women victimitod by a nrthcid, , L L ‘ R |

| 9, Furthcr rcguonto thc Socrotcry-Gdnchl to aubmit to the Commisoion on the
Status of Women, on the basis of studies already made on the question of B

~ transnational corporations, a report on the detrimental effects of thc«objectivco of
transnational corporations and their diocriminntory employment practiceo on the -
status of women in Southern Africn' , .

10. Also requests the Secrctnry-ccncrnl, in collaboration with the Economic
‘Commigsion for Africa, to have’ appropriate training programmee organized for the
~ women of Southern Africa. S . ,

_,»B;“ Drcft decision recom-ended for ndoption~hy thc Council

2. The Commission on the Status of Wbmcn recommended the following draft decision
for adoption by the Economic nnd Social Council. | o

| Hbrld Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 14/

The BconOlic and Social Council decides, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 32/199 of 16 December 1977, to designate Mrs. Sonja Fredgardh to represent
 the Commission on the Status of Hbaen, in the capacity of observer, at the World
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination to be held at Geneva from

14 to 25 August 1978.

14/ See paras. 201 and 202 of the present report and, for the financial
implications, para. 14 of annchIII.f

]2

‘paragraph 6, to invite women from the liberation movements of Southern



Relolﬁtions_ado ted b the Commission which re uire action b the Council

3. Thc Commilaion on the Status of women adopted the following resolutiona uhich
, requira action by the Economic and Social Couneil- e ,

;. 5 (XXVII) Wbmen in develo‘ sent international conferences 15/

| The Commiaaion on the Status of Wbmen,‘

Reoalling reaolution 31 adopted at the World Conference of the International
Wbmen s Year, in which the Conference requested increased participation of women in
~ international conferences, and the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of theg
Objectives of the International Women's Year, in. which the Conference stated that
- women should have equal opportunity with men to represent their countries in all ,
international forums and in particular at meetings of the organizations of the United, 1
. Nationa system, S v 5 .
Recalling alao that in ita reaolutions 3342 (XXIX) of 17 Decelber 1974 and 3524
(XXX) of 15 December 1975, on the integration of women in development, the General
Assembly urged Governmenta to give sustained attention to, the integration of women
in the planning, formulation. deaign and implementation of developnent projects and
programmea, | o L , .

: 1. Notes that, in accordance with General Asaenbly resolutiona 31/179 of 21
Decembéer 1976 and 32/183 of 19 December 1977, a United Nations Conference on Technical
Co-operation among Developing Countries will be held at Buenoa Aires frou.30,Anguettto ,
12 September 1978; » .

2,  Notes with interest that the world Health Organization and-the United
Nations Children's Fund, pursuant to resolution WHA.28.88 and WHA.29.19 of the World
Health Assembly and to the decision taken by ‘the Executive Board of the United Nations
Children's Fund at its 1977 session, will hold an International Conference on Pri-ary

" Health Care at Alma Ata in September 1978' ok

3. Takes note of the decieion adopted by the Council of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at its sixty-sixth session 16/ to
convene a World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, which was .
supported by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1967 (LIX) of 30 July
1975; further notes resolution 13/77 of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations calling for that Conference to be held at Rome in July 1979 and
particularly welcomes resolution 14/77 of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations on the integration of women in rural development, which were both
adopted by the Conference at its nineteenth session of that organization in Novésber-
1977;

15/ See paras. 96-99 of the present report.
16/ FAO Council, document CL 66/REP/5, para. 39.
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1é4; T&kes note . also of Economic and Social Council resolution 2028 (LXI) of 4
August. 1976'and.Genen 1 Assembly .resolution 31/184 of 21 December 1976, in which it
was decided to convene the United Nations Cpnference on Science and Technology for &L;
Development dn 1979 at Vienna, ) L T TEE T TS R P

Ty w e

,’s;“_ Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to urge.all Governments to ensure,

G

(a) That women are involved in the planning stages of internationa1>}b""

<}a ~ oo~ -conferances . and.are~included An-the . governmental delegations —

- attending the above-mentioned Conferences-'

5 fd‘(ﬁie~That the - topic of,pomen and. development be included within the f:p”ﬁjf;
" substantive discussions of the Conferences and where aPPropriate, :
- ,be considered as a. separate agenda;item-' , _ o

»*fe)T‘That the recommendations related to women and development emerging o
= from the above-~mentioned .Conferences be available for the. Commission
. on the Status of Women at its twenty~eighth,session and. for. the fjgn,.
~ World Conference on the United NationsnDecade for. Wbmen, to be »
,heid An, Iran in’ 19805 .. . e :
(d) That national and regional forums and activities related to ‘women
~ .- and development be organized to provide an important input. for
4.5 . - . _conskderation at the. above-mentioned Conferences, in connexion with.
. -+ which the participation of both governmental and non-governmental
organizations 1s recommended for the development of national and/or
regional guidelines and programmes of action;

6. : Invites the Economic and Social Gouncil to recommend to ‘the Food and |
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations that at the 1979 World Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development .a programme of action for rural women in =
agrarian reform and rural development be developed and adopted, :

7. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the -
World Health Organization to report to each session of the Commission on~ the Status of

’Wbmen on their activities related to women and development.

.....

The Commis ion on he tatua of Wbmen in the context of the .
. restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the
United Nations azgtem 17/ A _ ’

9 CXXVII).

The,Commission on the.Status of Wbmen,

Recallingnparagraphs.lo and 11 of the annex to General Assembly {resolution 32/197

"of 20 December 1977, in which the Economic and Social Council was requested to regroup

the terms of reference of its subsidiary bodies or to assume direct responsibility for
their work

17/ See paras. 178-181 of the present report.
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Taking into account that the General Assembly, in resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15
December 1975, appealed to the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic
and Social Sectors of the bnited Nations System to ensure that the machinery designed
to deal with questions ‘relating to women be strengthened, particularly the role of the
Commission on the Status of Women and the procedures established for system-wide
review and appraisal of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
,Objectives of the International Women 8 Year, N .

Convinced that it discharges important and essential functions with a view to the
advancement of women, . , , o | |

o Convinced also that its membership, which was established in the light of its
objectives, makes it a special organ within the United Nations,

1. Invites the Economic and Social Council in the course of the review .
relating to the restructuring of the economic and social organs of the United Nations
system, to take account of the originality and specificity of the work of the
Commission on the Status of Women' R | |

‘2.. Accordinglx invites the Economic and Social Council to retain the
Commission° ‘ '

. 3. Invites the Economic and SOcial Council to consider redefining and
strengthening, if necessary, the terms of reference of the Commission in the light of
the additional tasks it must now assume as a result of .the evolution in the status of
women, and especially taking into account the obstacles which remain to be overcome
in order to achieve the integration of women into the development process,

4. Requests the Economic and Social Council to envisage holding the twenty-’
eighth session of the Commission befgre thec -World Conference for the United Nations
“Decade for Women, to be held in 1980. ,\ ,

D. Resolutions and decision adopted by”the Commission which ace brought
- to the attention of the Council

4. The Commissinn on the Status of Women adopted the following draft resolutions and
draft decision (wh\lch are brought to the attention of the Economic and Social Council
for the texts, see chapter IX of the present report):

Resolution 1 (XXVII) Massures to combat prostitution

Resolution 2 (XXVII)' Co-operation with intergovernmental bodies
' outside the United Nations system :

Resolution 6 (XXVII) Inclusion of the question of consumer protection
in the Programme of Action for the second half of
the United Nations Decade for Women

Resolution 7 (XXVII) Protection of women and children in emergency and
armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-
determination, national liberation and independence



Reeoiutien 8 (XXVII) AReuniting of families who ‘have been victims of
T agartheid ' | | L .

DeCieioniZ_(XXVII) e Review and appraisal of progress achieved in thefﬁ}f'
o ¢+ dimplementation of the Wbrld Plan of Action for ' :

‘the Implementation of the Objectives of the o
’ International Wbmen e Year . S
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<’ ' II, INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS 'AND STANDARDS RELATING TO THE‘
. STATUS OF WOMEN: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON

i “THE ELIMINATION oF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN / :

5, The Commission cosidered item 3 of its agenda at its 682nd to 685th meetings,A
21 .and 22 March 1978, It had before it the report of. the Secretary-General on the
promotion of full equality of women and- men in all spheres of life in accordance with g

international standards and the. Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty—second session. 18/

6. Introducing the report, the representative of the Centre for Social Development

~ and Humaaitarian Affairs explained that. it was based on replies to a request for
information made by the Secretary-General on developments that had taken place. since'
June 1976. Replies were received from- 31 Governments, 7 specialized agencies and .13
non-governmental organizations.“ After ‘referring to the legislative mandates which
called for the preparation of the report, she stated that the information.received
was diverse and fragmentary. Some replies dealt mainly with broad trends and
policies, others emphasized legislation and other measures undertaken in -
implementation of specific articles of the Declaration or .some aspects thereof ...
some instances, the focus was on special legislative action such as the removal of ;
discrimination against women in the field of family law and property rights or the o
enactment of 1egislation emhodying the principle of equal pay for work of equal
value. In other cases, attention was focused on the establishment or improvement- of'
'ffacilities of all types to enable women to take advantage of opportunities for
feducation, training and employment, bearing in mind the need to. ‘ehcpurage them to
‘take a more active role in the life of society. Because of the relatively small
number of replies and fragmented or limited coverage, it had not been possible to
make a global analysis .of the situation. However, progress in the condition of

women and towards equality of women with men was ‘clearly manifested, and/the |
~discrimination based on sex and to the advancement of women. The. replies also showed
that the problems confronting Member States are complex and not readily amenable to:
ilegal or administrative action. There was a realization, she stated, that existing
obstacles such as tradition and general socio-economic conditions required a long-x
term effort by Governments and private entities to be overcome.. ‘ :

7. Mbst representatives addressed themselves to- the situation prevailing in their
countrieés with regard to.the de jure and de facto implementatﬁ\n of the Declaration
of the Elimination of Discrimination against women and to the most recent '

~ developments in that regard. While many representatives expanded on the inforiatign
analysed in the report, a few elaborated in great detail because their Governmeﬁfgw o
had not provided the information requested.- It was explained that that was not !
because of a elimination of discrimination against women was considered of paramount
importance. Among the reasons for not replying were the*many requests for - -

18/ A/32/216 and Corr.l and Add.1 and 2.
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giﬁf@fﬁﬁtiﬁﬁ.féﬁéiVeﬂ from the Seeretariat' the duplicatian.impiicit in such requests,
 in particular ﬁhﬁbéeféiatiﬁg to the impiemeﬁtation of the Declaration and the

- implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
 of the International Women's Year, as well as the short time allowed for submitting
replies: Several representatives euggaﬁted that a better response might be achieved
Af, wherever possible, reporting systems could be integrated and improved by

/ eoncentrating on requesting quantifiable information on key issues. It was also
suggested that reporting ehbuld eaneentrate 6n what remained to be done rather than
what heﬂ beeh achievedﬁ | - ST R R e L

- ét,' There wan generai agreement th&t the Bitﬁation of wemen had 1mproved both de -
jure and de facto. It was often stated that the awareness of the need to implement
i Jaw and in fact the prineiples of the Declaration had crystallized in the creation
of national machinery for the advancement of women of various types. and structures,
,rﬁ&thih.the.eoverﬁment, outside the Government or partiy governmental. The view was
. ‘expressed that the importunt changes that had occurred, eignificent activities of
.nensﬁaverﬁeenral organizations in which women played a vital roie. However, the
~ ¢consensus was that much remeine& te be &one. 1n order tb translate 1ega1 equality

tinta de Eggtg uauality.‘_-

'9$‘ The representatives af the eoeiaiiut eountries remarked that 1n ‘their countries |
watters relating to women were being dealt with in a highly satisfactory manner in
 both legislative and practical terms. Women in their countries had unlimited

- opportunities to pﬁrtiéipate in all aspects of life. The efforts of their ',
Governments were directed at creating optimum conditions for work, daily life,

- aﬁisure ana.the rehring ef ehilaren - in ehort, for all aspects of life, ;

lbt-A311.:nubers vere agreea that 1t'was ‘most important to give publicity to the
pmvi%ima of the Declaration at the national level, in the national language and
"in ways that would reach all segments of the population, since women: and men were
‘still far from being familiar with such provisione in sp:lte of connnendable efforts
mﬂe tb that eﬂ:’ect in certain countries. | . | |

: 3.1.. Vith mpect to the de jure situation of women, many representatives referred
“to constitutional or legislative prov:ls:lons of a general nature, whether in ==
ve:i:teuee for some time or recently enacted, embodying the principles of equal rights
" of women and men and/or the prohibition of discrim:l.nation against women, Others
mentioned efforts under way aimed at the elimination of existing discriminatory
legislation. In various instances reference was made to the ratification of
international instruments dealing with women's rights or to the recent ratification
- of International waeuants ‘on Human Rights. Several representatives expressed the
 hope that the General Assembly, at’its thirty-third session, would adopt the
Coavention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 19/ Such an
imstrument, once :ratified would become legally binding among States parties to it
and would acceletate progress towards universal acceptance of equality of women and
- meR mﬂ the e]jﬂmtim of all forns of discrim:lnatien against women. .

LM

| 19/ @fficial xacords of the Economic and Soeial Council Sixt
mmament ¥o. 3 @i%), chap. I, draft resolution I, ‘annex.
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- '12. Referring to specific 1egislative action, several representatives mentioned
laws giving women the right to vote and to be elected. In that context, one
.representative announced that her Government had lifted ‘its reservation. concerning
the ratification of the Convention on the Political Rights of Women, 20/ whieh would |
‘regult in equality of access of women with men to all public offices. Few TR
representatives gave information regarding the. ‘nationality of married women..\_jim?w!'
Reference was made by a number of them to recent Iegislation’ ensuring equal rights
of women with men within the family, ‘including parental rights and duties and/or gi?
provisions providing women with the right to administer their property during e
- marriage or inherit their husband's property. Mention was made, in one instance, of~

‘the introduction of innovative principles such as the duty of both partners to
co-operate in carrying out domestic chores. - Reference.was made also to abortion,
which either had been legalized or was in the process fo being so. The issue of
.traffic of women and exploitation of prostitution of women was mentioned by a- few .
representatives and the Commission was urged :to attempt to find a “solution to the
- problem. In the field of education several. representatives ‘described recent
developments providing constitutional .guarantees for free and: compulsory primary
-education for all children. Details were provided on how such gudarantees were.
actually implemepted. In the field of economic life, reference was made to recent
legislative enactments providing equal pay for work of equal value and, in one .
~ instance, the enactment of a new 1abour code ensuring ‘the promotion as well as the
protection of working women. & :

l A

13, Concerning the de facto situation of women, although progress was noted in
various instances and . significant data provided in some cases, there was. agreement
‘that the situation was still far from being satisfactory and that much remained to
be done to translate legal provisions of equality and non-discrimination into ';f )
reality. The main obstacle cited was the perpetuation of traditional concepts of -
the roles of women and men and their respective capabilities, which prevailed in -tl
older and younger countries alike. Examples of the impact of such.traditional ‘
attitudes on the situation of women were given. For example, in the field of = ~
education and employment, it was noted that even where girls had equal access with -
boys to education, including access to co-educational institutions providing a
uniform curriculum, girls still tended to gravitate towards certain traditional .
disciplines or types of training which, in turn led them to concentiate, later on,
in the tertiary sectors of the economy. It was also. mentioned.tﬁat in times of o
economic stress, women were always the first to be laid off and that there was. a
tendency among women to refuse promotion to avoid humiliating their husbands who
earned less. Several representatives therefore expressed the conviction that
unless there were profound changes of attitudes regarding the role of women and
men in society, legal action would not bring about actual equality. Efforts to
that end should have the full encouragement and -financial support of Governments, so
as to facilitate the implementation of large-scale progremmes to educate public
opinion. Reference was also made to affirmative action policies requiring /- .
. organizations to be conscious of the need to give equal opportunity to women in
.their hiring and promotion policies. - '

20/ General Assembly resolution 640‘(VII)3
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~¥f414 Without denying the specificity of'women s problems and the~extent of the

-‘fﬁprogress*made in dealing with them,. some ‘representatives: observed that the

:j'improvement of the status of women, particularly in thendeveloping countries, formed
~an integral’part of the elimination of the imbalance between developed and developing

,f;icountries and of the plan to establish the new. international economic order.-;~

; f15. Some representatives also drew attention to the problem of unemployment existing
inn many countries which caused material, moral and psychological suffering to women..

Consideration of draft resolution and votiAg

_i;16 At the 7013t meeting, the representative of Zaire, on: behalf also of France, -

-~ the Niger and Togo, introduced a draft resulution entitled "Measures to combat

. prostitution"™ (E/CN.6/L.738). Senegal joi> fs a sponsor. Subsequently, a revised
text of the draft resolution (E/CN 6/L.738/Rev.l) was introduced by the =

o representative of Zaire, in the light of suggestions made by various representatives.

Ci;17.‘ At the 702nd meeting, on 4 April 1978, the Commission adbpted the revised draft
A~9;resolution (for the text, see chap- IX below, resolution 1 (XXVII) SO

' 18. At the same meeting, the representative of the Federal Republic of Germany o

" provided clarifications with respect to the stand of his Government on the Convention

~ for: the. Suppression of the Traffic in. Persons and of the Exploitation of the
'{Prostitution of Others. 21/ SRR S s o2

‘__/ General Assembly resolution 317 (1v).

el _.;._V._i_.l._:-_.:; R N
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. III. DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO THE PROGRAMME FOR THE UNITED NATIONS
~ DECADE FOR WOMEN: (A) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME FOR
.. THI. DECADE; (B) PREPARATIONS FOR THE WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE
~_UNITSD NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN, INCLUDING THE ACTION CALLED
.FOR IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 1999 (LX) AND
2062 (LXII) AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 3520 (XXX), ...
.32/140, 32/197 AND 32/142 IN WHICH THE COMMISSION IS REQUESTED .. -
 TO CONSIDER THE ELABORATION OF A DRAFT DECLARATION;. (C) REVIEW,31,4;
~ AND APPRAISAL OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN. THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
; - THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION . L

Agenda items 4 (a) and 4 (c)

19. The Commission considered agenda item 4 (a) at. its 685th to 688ens;eetings and
at its 691st and 692nd meetings, between 22 and 28 November 1978. It considered.
agenda item 4 (c) in conjunction with item 4 (a), at its 688th to 692nd meetings.‘

20. Under item 4 (a) the . Commissicn had before it a report by the Secretary- B
General entitled "Measures taken to implement the World Plan of Action and the .
Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women" 22/ and a note on preparation work
for the World Conference for the United Nations Decade. for Women: (E/CN. 6/610) The
Commission also considered a report on the activities o ~the International Labour o
Organisation (ILO) of special interest to women (E/CN. 6/614 and Corr.l) and a report
 on the activities of the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural, ST
 Organization (UNESCO) of apecial interest to women (E/CN.G/GIS) - The report of the
Inter-American Commission of Women (E/CN.6/616) and the report on the status of Arab
" women (E/CN.6/617) were also considered under this subitem. It also had before it
five statements from the following non-governmental organizations in consultative. "
status with the Economic and Social Council:: the International Alliance of Women -

. Equal Rights, Equal Responsibilities, International Council of Women, Assodlated =
Country Women of the World, Baha'i International Community, Baptisi World Alliance,
Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere, Inc., International Céuncil of Social
Democratic Women, International Federation of Business and Professional Wbmen, L
International Movement for Fraternal Union Among Races and Peoples, Paanacific and
South-East Asia Women's Association, Rehabilitation International, Soroptimist _
International, St. Joan' s International Alliance, Women's International League for
Peace and Freedom, Womén's International Zionist Organization, World Movement of
Mothers, World Union of Cathoiic Women's Organizations, World Women's Christian
Temperance Union and Zonta International (E/CN.6/NGO/276); the Associated Country .
Women of the World (E/CN.6/NGO/277); the Bahd'i International Community D

(E/CN 6/NGO/279), Soroptimist International (E/CN, 6/NG0/280) . L ///

21 Under item 4 (c), the Commission had before it a report of the Secretary-f
General on review and appraisal of progress achieved in the implementation of the
World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International

22/ A/32/175.
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Wbmen 8 Year (E/CN 6/611) It had also before it a atatement by the International
Federation of University of Wbmen (E/CN;6/611) 3»,j,,”,_,,:n e

22 In introducing the reportnof?tle SecretaryrGeneral 22/ on measures ‘taken to
implement the World Plan of Action and the Programme. for the . United Nations Decade -
- for. Women, the Assistant Director noted that g § had been prepared in. arcordance -
 with: General Assembly reésoluti 1/136. of 16 December. 1976, .and: had been ..
5 submitted to the GeneraltAs y<at its thirtybsecond ‘session,  It.described steps
: e the pr _”j{ on'of the previous erport on the subject, 23/ submitted to

the Assembly at’ its;tfirty’first"eSsion and to- e“Commission ‘at’ its twenty—sixth
t'session. She focused 1n- particular“on developments relating t6 the. interagency
 programme for the United Nations. Decade for Womeri; the establishment.of .the:
" Intérnational Research: and Training Institute for the Advancement of_ Women; the
‘elaboration of ‘regional plans and programmes, ‘the: Voluntary Fund for, the United
~'Nations Deeade for Women and the: pledging conference ‘which had been held at
Headquarters on 8 November 1977._‘With respect to the. International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women, .to be established at ‘Telieran, the
Commission.was informed of progress‘made towards " its early establishment, including
1 _gubstantive preparations and the sending of a mission. to Teheran in December .1977.
The Commission was informed further of General Assembly resolution. 32/137, 16 '
 December 1977, in which the Assembly requested ‘the Secretary-General to report to
~ the the,Economic and Social Council at its- sixty-fourth session on progress achieved
~ towards the establishment of the: Institute and to submit’ to it a draft document
describing_the,structure, composition, responsibilities ‘and prngramme of the
Institute, as well ‘as the co-ordination of its activities with ‘other concerned
‘bodies,  The Commissibn ‘also was appraised of developments regarding regional plans
"and programmes and of the regional meetings that had been held in 1977 and those

being planned for 1978. e S . - :

!l

23. Concerning the Voluntary Fund for the Decade, the representative of the Centre
referred to the first report of the Secretary-General 24/ which had been submitted
 to the General Assembly at its thirtyhsecond session-and to resolution 31/133 of -

16 December:1976 in which the General Assembly had endorsed criteria for the

, utilization of the Fund's resources "and proposals for its management. The .
Commission was informed that’the President of the General Assembly had appointed a .
Consultative Committee on the Fund,: consisting of the German Democratic Republic,

. Jamaica, Nigeria, the Philippines and the United. Kingdom,of Great Britain and -
"Northern Ireland, representing the five regional groups. The Committee had held
 three sessions in 1977 and with respect to the Voluntary Fund had recommended that
"bloc allocations" of $400,000 each be made to the Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the" ,
Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) and the Economic Commission for Western.
Asia (ECWA); and $300,000 to the Centre for Social Development ‘and’ Humanitarian = .
- Affairs. The 1atter, who would co-ordinate Fund matters, had already been appointed.

22/ A/32/175.
23/ A/31/220.
24/ A/32/174.
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The Commission was also informed that the pledging conference had resulted in a ¢g .
total of $3, 837,155 pledged - $3 301, 655 to the Voluntary Fund and $535, 500 to the B
Institute.j S _ _ R , , . ‘ ,,'

The Assistant Director briefly described the historical background of the
Programme for the United Nations Decade for Wbmen and reported on the most recent
developments. relating to it,. ~She also informed the Commission of the preparatory
- work being done on the study of the interagency programme requested by the General

'AAssembly in its resolution 32/138 of 16 December 1977.»_g ‘ 2 ‘ R

25 Referring to the report of the Secretary—General on review and appraisal of theji.
~ implementation of the World Plan of Action (E/CN. 6/611), the Assistant Secretary—‘?
~ General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs pointed.out that it was

~ based on 22 substantive replies, which had been received in 1976 after the -
preparation of the previous report on the subject submitted to: the Commission at its'
twenty-sixth session, 25/ as well as on replies, received by -1 December 1977, to a-
questionnaire sent out on 25 July 1977. She.noted that 21 additional replies had
been received after that date»and were currently being analysed.,i;,,.; / .

26 A number of representatives expressed appreciation for the information provided-
in that report. However, many of them made specific reference to the small response
to the questionnaire and took advantage of the opportunity to reiterate their
“earlier. appeal for a review of the reporting systems. ' e -

27. Many representatives described activitieslundertaken in their countries in
implementation of the World Plan of Action and of the Programme for. the Decade. '
Various representatives mentioned the establishment of national plans of action
and/or special comprehensive plans based on the World Plan. A number of - - ‘~
representatives reported the establishment of national machinery to implement the
goals of the Decade and influence national policies for the purpose, describing the
functions of those commissions or bureaux. Many representatives referred to
improvements in educational opportunitjes and programmes for women, efforts to
provide benefits for working women, the incorporation of women into the process of
national economic planning, assistance provided to rural women on basic problems of
agriculture and family living and efforts to utilize the mass communication media‘
to publicize the objectives of the Decade. More specifically mention was made in
various instances of the establishment of a variety of centres or groups such as

__national research institutes, working groups on welfare and development or child-

care centres for rural women, seminars or training in 1iteracy, euucation, }
employment and the communication media. There were also some seminars aimed at.
continuing the dialogue between urban and rural women.” In one instance, training B
projects assisted by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) were cited in the
areas of horticulture, food processing and animal husbandry. Various
representatives described developments in their countries in the field of womenﬁgﬂw

employment, such as the enactment of new labour laws or the current drafting of a
new labour code. Some referred to technical and other assistance given for specific
projects which encouraged women to expand their area of economic activity, such as
marketing of products, and the promotion and extension of co—operatives and loan
and credit facilities.
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128 Gne tepresentative‘drew attention to his Government 8 new. strategy on the | |
improvement of the status of women in developing countries which would give guidance
- for developing countries in stages of project planning, implementation and i o
_evaluation. Those criteria should ensure that the needs and constraints of women

. were effectiVely taken care of. He added that most of the projects planned by

- churches were relevant to women and that non-government314organizations had 8180‘”ﬁ
Aﬁfinanced a series of projects in the field of social struoture.rf_-sv o

'_g29‘ Hnny representatives addressed themselves to ways and means of implementing the-' |
,ﬁberld Plan of Action in order to schieve by—mid-Decade ‘the mininmum targets contained
~_in paragraph 46~of the Plan. While implementation at the national level was deemed
- essential,’ represéntatives stressed the importance of .a regional approach to " -
,.impiementation.\,Seyeral participahts noted the problem of obtaining the financial
. ‘resources to implement: the ‘programme for the Decade -adeéquately. However, in one
,['instance, administrative and organizational problems encountered at the national
 level were singled out a8 the most serious obstacle to implementation of the |
,~World Plan of Aotion. o : . .. g T |

',SOr Many representatives commented on’ the positive significance of the United

~ Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace in improving the status

 of women throughout the world, giving impetus to the movement to combat

~ discrimination against women and involving the broad masses of women in"the
development of their countries and in the‘struggle to strengthen peace and social

progress. N . , ‘

,31r, Conterning the goals of the Decade and the priorities for action,

representatives identified rural development, education, economic roles and

' employment, and health as being of primary importance. Regarding rural women,
‘several representatives expressed their particular concern that their needs should
be identified and satisfied. They recognized the need for developing projects that
would ‘help to alleviate the heavy daily burdens of rural women. Further, they were
of the opinion that the World Plan of Action had not paid sufficient attention to
the problems of women in that category. Regarding education, the consensus was
that equal access to improved education was a corner-stone of the implementation of
the goals of the Decade. The view was expressed, however, that education programmes
~ could not have much meaning while a vast number of people: lived below the poverty

line and direeted all their energy towards survival. :

32 with,regard to women's economic activities and employment opportunities,
several representatives pointed out that economic development had often caused
- fundamental and sometimes disadvantegeous changes 1in the traditional roles of women,
deptiving them of their traditional occupations while denying them the opportunity
for participating in new ones. It was suggested that since rural.women suffered
more than men from lack of employment opportunities, wherever appropriate,’
unemployment should be tackled through an integrated approach to .rural development. -
A nusber of representatives stressed the need for further research and studies on
womeni’s contribution to fanily income and also a re-examination of women' s ‘access to

cettain types of work.

33. szerring to the work of the ILO and UNESCO, various representatives commended
those agenciém for their reports and their valuable contributions to the Decade.

The absence of similar reports from other specialized agencies was regretted. One
representative noted, however, that those reports made reference to recommendations

. ) .
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adopted a long. time ago and encouraged the agencies to concern themselves with the '
. needs of broad masses of people in the context of present-day society. _j: ’ ce

34. With respect to the International Research and Training Institute for the e
Advancement of Women, a nujiber of representatives expressed interest in being -
better informed as regards) arrangements.concerning its establishment as well: as its
structure, organization, programme and co-ordination. The’ ‘Acting Director of the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs provided details on the stage
- of progress achievedoon the establishment of the Institute.- A number of :
representatives. expressed the apprehension that ‘prospective donors would contribute
to the funding for. the Institute only when they knew the details regarding its
operation. A question was raised by a representative as to the need for the
- establishment ‘of the Iﬂstitute, sonce~in her.view regional" centres were of greater
and more immediate rﬂlevance to individual countries.» ' | : : e

‘35.; In tn- discussion of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for
Women, differing views were expregsed regarding the approach adopted by the i
~ Consultative Committee on. the Fund .and its-application:of the criteria-for the use:
of the Fund's resources. In some-instances reference was made to certain projects
that it was hoped would qualify for funding from the Voluntary Fund ' .

.

’36 With regard to publicrinformation activities for the Decade, there was .. :
agreement that it was necessary to launch a programme that would clearly focus on
the objectives of the Decade and would stimulate action at the grass~roots 1evel=»
Concern was expressed that insufficient funds were available for any significant
public information programme for the Decade and it was suggested by a few s
representatives that 10 per cent of the Voluntary Fund should be allocated to- that
purpose. Regret was expressed at the limited allocation made by the Consultative
Committee for public information activities. The Director of the Centre for .
Economic and Social Information, Office of Public Information, provided details with
regard to a number of public information activities currently being undertaken. He
hoped. that .an interagency meeting scheduled to be held in April would assist in the
-elaboration of a system~wide programme. Concerning a specific public information
programme for the World Conference to be held in 1980, he pointed ott that it could
be established only when the substantive aspects of - the Conference liad been
clarified :

37. The representative of ECA stated‘that the African Research and Training Centre
for Women was the outcome of the revision of the ECA Women's Programme in May- 1975.
The activities of the Centre included an itinerant training programme, a progranm\
for a corps of development volunteers, research, a programme for the national W
commissions and offices and a village technoleogy-programme. She referred to the
difficulties encountered by the Centze in~obtaining established posts and fimance
from the United Mations budgec;-/ahe also mentioned the need for regional - _
co-ordination of activities concerning women. She explained the process of
decentralization of the Centre's activities, taking place through ECA's subregional
offices;‘as a result of the regional conference held in Nouakchott.

38. 'The representative of ECLA informed the Commission of the various.programmes
and activities undertaken by ECLA in conjunction with UNESCO, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and other specialized agencies. She also gave a brief description of
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 what ELLA has achieved during the past year and the plans ‘to respond to national and
‘subregional needs.. She described ECLA's efforts to obtain information from
- Governments on their suggestions as to how to proceed with the integration of women
 in development. Thus, for example, studies had been: undertaken on the expectations
~ of the indigenous woman on her role in development in various countries of the .
'region. UNDP was collaborating in providing information for the project.w

o 39.1 The representative of ECWA noted that its work on women s concerns had begun 5
only in 1974 and that elaboration of a regional plan of action had been’ delayed by .
events in Lebanon. She expected ‘however, that a plan: of action would be agreed to
later in 1978. ECWA. was participating in an interagency working group concerning
the legal and religious status of Arab women. A data bank on social and economic
indicators was brought up to date, . and- projects planned included a survey of
- national machinery, an annual directory of women and a study of health and social
services. B - . : | , :

40. The representative of ESCAP cited, among the activities and deve10pments that
‘had taken place sonce the International Women's Year, the adoption of a regional -
plan of action for the advancement of women. A Regional Seminar on the Participationv
of Women in Political, Economic and Social Development had been held in Nepal in .
1977. Later in 1978 an expert.group meeting would be held on the role and functions
of women's organizations in rural areas. A further regional conference of Ministers
of Social Welfare and Social Development was planned for 1980. Forthcoming projects.
included the training of rural women in income-generating and labour-saving
activities, and the effects of modernization and development on the status and role '
. of women. Ihreeradditional staff members had been or soon would be attached to
ESCAP. s ; - . - »

41. The Director of the Asian and Pacific .Centre for women and Development stated
that the Centre had been inaugurated in February 1977. Since that time it had
conducted course / on training,. leadership skills .and the changing roles of women,

It had prepared/a training manual, designed a curriculum for literacy corps -
training, ‘provided technical and advisory services to Member States, established a
clearing~-house and commissioned a number of case studies. The Centre also had held
an Expert Group meeting to identify the critical needs of women. .

42. The representative of theglLO~introduced,thefreport of the organization on its
activities of .special interest to women (E/CN,6/614 and Corr.l), which described
action taken or planned in connexion with the Declaration and Plan of Action on
-‘Equality of Opportunities and Treatment of Women Workers, adopted by the ILO
Conference at its sixtieth session, in June 1975. Since the'preparation of the
report the ILO had begun publication of its news bulletin Women at Work. She noted
that a serious threat to women workers was. to be found in the recent recession in the
industrialized countries. Over 50 per cent of the unemployed in those countries
were women, although women represented only 35 to 40 per cent of the active labour
force. The efforts of the ILO in the industrialized countries were focused in two
areas: the elimination of de jure discrimination against women workers, and the
establishment of adequate child-care services for workers of both sexes with family
responsibilities. Concerning women in developing countries, the observer noted that
the organization's efforts to provide assistance were sadly out of proportion to the
actual needs of those women. Indications were that economic progress had contributed
very little to improving the situation of rural women; those women hcd sometimes
actually suffered from such "progress". The organization was working in the areas of
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'vocational training, illiteracy, the ability to earn income and the role of women in
.population.» It was the ILO's intention to ensure that all the ILO projects would
~ benefit: both women and men workers.;; ; - , |

43. The representative of UNESCO introducing her organization's report on its
activities of special interest to women . (E/CN.6/615), emphasized the recommendation
“on the development of adult cducation adopted by the General Conference at its

" nineteenth session, stressing the elimination of the isolation as women from adult

education, ensuring equality of access and their full participation in the entire
~ range of adult ‘education activities. She also drew the attention of the Commission -
to the International Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers, stressing the
participation of women teachers in programmes  to provide them with equal career ‘
opportunities’in practice, which had been prepared by ‘the ILO and UNESCO. She also
described the activities of the organization in their efforts of apartheid in women's
‘employment, family life and other fields. She also.mentioned studies that were
being undertaken, such as one on women in the mass communication media and another
on rural‘migration in Latin America. Reference was also made to the co-operative

~ action programme with Member States and other literacy projects on women undertaken
together with FAO, UNI ~ "and other -specialized agencies. Finally, she outlined the
mediumrterm plan and tL‘ measures to increase ‘women's involvement in’ various fields.‘

44. The representative of FAO drew the attention of the members 6f the Commission
to the situation of rural women, which must be taken fully into account in planning
‘the World Conference to be held in 1980, and its national programmes. She felt that

- for the most part rural women had been bypassed by plans of action and resolutioms

adopted either at the World Conference of the International Women's Year or
emanating from the international conferences on population, food and human j
settlements. She also pointed out that those were the women who tended to be
neglected within the planning and implementation of international aid and assistance.
She noted' that FAO had increased 'its programming for rural women since 1975, though:
the needs were overwhelmingly greater than the means. She described FAO trends o
and mechanisms established to reach and benefit rural women. She mentioned the
campaign of the organization to add women's components within its activities. She
stressed. FAO's technical assistance in the elaboration of an integrated curriculum.
on rural development regarding the improvement of family life. Finally the

- collaboration with the regional commissions on projects and meetings as well as the
plans for the integration of women in rural development were extensively described.
Like other specialized agencies, FAO was stressing the importance of increasing the
number of women at the professional level both in the field and at headquarters.

45. The representative of the World Food Programme (WFP) noted that women were
among the major beneficlaries of its assistance. She also described policies and
programmes for implementing food aid. H Besides participation in supplementary
feeding programmes, women were also encouraged to. participate in group activities -
to enable them to become self-reliant in producing food. Mention was made of women -
in the WFP secretariat and the proposed target of 200 female participants by 1980.
It was pointed out that proposals had been made for amending project documentation
to include statistical and other data on women's involvement and participation in
WFP-agssisted projects. The amended documentation would form the organization's
contribution to the Interorganizational Programme for the Decade.



»46‘ The representative of the Worid Heslth Organization (WHO) noted that the
concern of her o%ganiration for the participation of women in health and development:
" had been expressed in recent resolutions adopted by the WHO Executive Board and the
World Health Assembly. The representative said that women wetre the main providers -
of prﬁegggﬂheeith care in their capacity as wives, mothers, and community health
workers. A\ta&k force had been established at WHO headquarters and focal points
had. fesignated at the WHO regional offices to identify and strengthen :rn(xi
<aetiv1ties benefiting wothen within existing or planned programmes. Particular
‘attention was being given ‘to the specific heaith needs, to the utilization of
henlth services by women, and to women's role in the promotion of health. wno'
programme for the promotion of primary health' care*within.the national’ oontext | j“
encompassed activities relevant to the needs of women and childrén. The =~
Internaticnal Conference on Primury Health Care, sponsored by WHO and UNICEF, would
take plane in Septembeér 1978 and would devote special attention to the role of |
;nonen 1n the provision of heslth services at &he community level.:f_‘ o

1&7., The representative of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNTTAR) emphasized her organization's concern over thé situation of women 1n the \
‘United Nations and noted that women had constituted one third of UNITAR's f‘*v
»profensisnal gtaff in 1976. UNITAR studies indicated the disturbing fact that the
‘pmoportion of professional women in the United Notions was 40 per cent at the P-1
'ynwnel,'but only 13 per cent at the P-4 level, 2.9 per cent at the D-2 level and 16. 5,
per cent over all’at the end of 1976, The Executive Director of UNITAR had referre((
o x wi&esprenﬂ feeling of restlessness and discontent»among female staff in-the ‘w’~f
United Nations, and a UNITAR-sponsored meeting had recommended a target of 30 per '
cent female staff in the United Nations by 1980. UNITAR had sponsored a number of
oolloqui& am& seh:lnars on the subject, the results of which has been publ:l.shed. o

48, The.representstive of the World Bank noted that the organization had
established’ an office of adviser on women and development to review Bank-wide
activities. She said the Bank had no separate women's projects, preferring to-
‘Jdentify wosen's problems within development-projects and to focus on the special
probleas woadh faced as contributors and beneficlariés. She cited a number of
recent lban.'{ that releczed the Ba,ak's concern with women's problems, 1nc1ud:lng
:p‘rojaect:s in East Cameroon, Indones:lam Kenya and Papua New Guinea, which provided
russist«ance 3.11 iutegrated rural develo\\pment, nutrition, education and water supply.

%’9. Ta ixatrodueing the report of ’rhe Inter«-American Commission of Women DR
{E/CR.67616), the President drew attention to the implementation of the Regiomal -
‘Plan of Action for the Decade for Women. In that connexion, she pointed out that -
mot only the Inter-American Coui.ssron but other organs and agencies of the Inter-
American system were involved in the implementation of the Plan. As a major: e
achievenment of the Commission she: ~éntioned the establishment of the multinational
centre for women in Atgemt';:ua to prov:lde training and research for women: ‘Other:

activities, including a se kinar on mass communication media and their influence on* i

the image of women were nentioned ac_well.  She alsc stressed the importance of
joint efforts towards better co—ordiuat:lon of activities between the United Nations

and the Organization of American States (0OAS) related to women. She emphasized the =

need for a systematic exchange of information and the development of joint
programmes where appropriate. Activities relating to the laboratory for applied =
Tesearch on rural women and the inter-American labors fry for applied research on
the technical eﬂmatinn of women were currently in the~ ollow-up stage at the -
national szel Anotber iaportant activity was the programme on women's bureaux,

b 2B



- which was being implemented in four phases and involved 10 countries in the region.
A project was also under way on appropriate technology for rural women from the
poorest sectors 4n the Americas. The general aim of the project was to identify
‘appropriate technology to raise the low incomes of women and to promote appropriate
technology for rural women to improve the development of business activities by
voffering training and technical and financial assistance services. Lo -

50. The representative of the Commission on the Status of Arab Wbmen introduced

- a report (E/CN.6/617) on the recent achievements of her organization. The Arab
Plan of Action, which was ‘adopted by the Council of ‘the League of Arab States ‘as

. resolution 3446, was a. major accomplishment through its being the first ' 5

- comprehensive plan developed for the entitre Arab. world. The Plan of Action contained;7

~ a number of proposals for such fields as ‘health, nutrition, education: and training,,_'

 housing, social services and political participation. .The Arab Women' 8. Commission
- had held several seminars. The first focused on- family law in the Arab world, which
endorsed the position of women in. the family and- called for the elimination of - = -

”“'discrimination on the basis of sex. .Two seminars had been devoted to the study of .

' the role of women in national,development, with special emphasis on rural women.»i; ji,

- Another seminar had been held on the subject of education and the eradication of

illiteracy. A fifth seminar had been held on the subject of the role of women in
‘nutrition. A sixth seminar had discussed the role of women as portrayed by the mass
communication media., W : S o : L

51, The representative of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) stated that her RS
organization fully supported the work being done by the ECA's African Training and
‘Research Centre for women. She hoped that the Commission would recommend to the .
Economic and Social Council at its next session that the Centre benefit from the 1
regular budget of -the United Nationms, to enable it ‘to implement the Programme for.
the Decade in the region. OAU hoped that the Centre might expand its role to serve ‘
as co-ordinator of specialized agency ‘activities and as a clearing—house for EL
information on activities of non-governmental organizations. c ST

Consideration of draft resolutions and voting
o on items 4 (a) and 4 (c)

. 52 At the 699th'meeting, on behalf of his delegation,the representative from 5
 Belgium introduced a draft resolution entitled "National machinery for monitoring
the implementation of the Programme for the United.Nations Decade for Women" .
,(E/CN.GIL -733). © Denmark, France, Sweden and the United States of America became
sponsors of the draft resolution.v ‘ : L I T

- .53. The representative of Belgium, on behalf of - the sponsors, orally revised the
text as follows: in operative paragraph 1, the words "measures taken by" wereagdded
before the words "Member States" and the words "which have established" were RN
. replaced by "to establish"; in operative paragraph 6, the words "that such-machinery
‘should ensure that" were replaced by "and more particularly on- replies which Member
States are called upon to give to the requests from the" and the words "receive all
due attention" were deleted; in operative paragraph 7, the words "women's
~ organizations" were replaced by the words ' non-governmen*al organizations which are
~active in the promotion of the status of women"; and in operative paragraph 8,.the
word "permanent" was deleted. | s e



54, At the 70lst‘meeting, on 3 April 1978 the commission adopted the draft

Tffresolution as orrally‘revised (see chapt. I sbove, draft resolution I)..«»vw~”

'j,55 At the same meeting, the representative of Peru, on behalf of Argentina

(observer), the Libyan Arab“ Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mexico, the Niger, Peru, Togo,

. Venezu la and Zaire introduced s'draft resolution entitled ""Co—-operation with

‘*interg Vernmental ‘bodies outsic é,the United Nations system“ (E/CN 6/L 736) Senegalnw

vfjoined the list of sponsors.w;_jjt,,_, o

Srea v',r';,/éff_\ :

ifj56.- At the 702nd,meeting, on 4 April 1978, thé sponsors introduced a revised text
;,gof the draft resolution (E/CN 6/L.736/Rev,1), which took account of various R

e
Sy

31;57.' At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the revised draft resolution (see
?fchap-_ IX below, resolution 2 (XXVII) i : B e I LR T

S

}f:58._ At the same meeting, the representative of Zaire, also on behalf of Ethiopia,
]thibyan,Arab Jamahiriya,;hadagascar, the Niger, Senegal ‘and’ Togo, Antroduced a- draft.f
" 'resolution on "Institutions responsible for implementing the World Plan of Action |
f*;within,the<framework'of the United‘Nations Decade for Women" (E/CN 6/L 743)

%fn59. A representative of the Budget Division made ‘a statement concerning the | '?
o financial implications on the draft resolution (see annex III below) e

The representative of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Wbmen and.Development

ffhprovided clarifications as regards the funding and operations of centres within
o regional commissions dealing with women s programmes. L < R

fj,61.- At the 704th meeting,submitted the sponsors a revised draft resolution :'{f
- (E/CN.6/L. 743/Rev.1) incorporating changes proposed during the discussion. The .
"Vrepresentative of Zaire orally‘revised operative paragraph 2 by replacing the word

c,,"through" by the word "with". The spensors also’ accepted a proposal to place the:

 words "other United Nations organ” after the words "specialized agencles", to add
- the words "as well as" after the word "organs", and to delete the word "and" after
* the word "concerned" “The sponsors also orally revised operative paragraph 3 to

" reflect an oral proposal made by the United States and to read as follows:-

 "Recommends that the General Assembly take appropriate measures to provide from the

f;tregular budget of the United Nations the financial resources and personnel

ﬂr*necessary for the regional research and training centres for women". The

/iepresentative of the United Kingdom expressed her reservations regarding the

‘/“financial implications of operative paragraphs 1 and 3 and said that if there were

- a vote, her delegation would abstain.iv

',;62. At the game meeting, the revised draft resolution as orally revised was put to |
& vote._fi“<~ | : SR » |

© 63. The representative of the USSR, seconded by the representative of Bulgaria,'v
‘ {requested separate.votes on operative paragraphs 1 and 3. SRR .

'”64u, Operative paragraph 1 was adopted by 16 votes in favour, 4 against, with 7 =

'abstentions.

RN
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, 65;. The representatives of Cuba and the German Democratic Republic pointed out that i
- the voting had not been correctly carried out since the votes against paragraph 1
were 5 instead of 4. , S . SR -
'66. Operative paragraph 3‘was adopted by 16 votes in favour, 4 votes against, with o
8 abstentions._,f | PRI | | « O | ,

: ‘67. The revised draft resolution as orally revised was adopted by 21 votes to none,
.uwith 7 abstentions (see chap. I above, draft resolution II) | e
‘68. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics lodged a strong
.protest about the conduct of the Bureau and the Secretary of  the Lommission. The
representative of the Niger felt that her remark was. inappropriate. "The 'ﬂ'
 representatives of New Zealand and the United States of America expressed ‘the view
that the protest made.by the representative of the USSR was completely unwarranted
’,‘and unjustified. B SRR R T S AP e O :”:%“M‘,,_wﬂg_

'_69;‘ The representatives of the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR in explanation of o
‘vvote, said that ‘they had abstained in the vote on the draft as a whole ‘because: they B
‘considered operative paragraphs 1 and 3 contrary to che decisions and to established;*

General Assembly procedures on budgetary matters. . : - o ST

*”70., The representative of the United States said that it.was her understanding that
the resolution did not imply any increase in the current regular budget.;gy”'“

A71. At the 699th meeting, the.representative of Sweden, on behalf also of Denmark
‘and New Zealand, introduced the draft resolution entitled "Rationalization of the'
reporting systems on the status of women ' (E/CN.6/L. 730). The representative 6f °©
France proposed two amendments (E/CN. 6/L.745) to the draft resolution.v The first
 amendment proposed the addition of the following words at the end of operative jf
paragraph 2: "by selecting evaluation criteria which take account of regional
disparities”; the second amendment proposed the replacement of paragraph 4 by the ,
following: "Further reguests that the Secretary—General in compiling the replies, _
provide a thorough report on progress achieved in the improvement of the status of

- women and comparative surveys of regional developments and specific obstacles

encountered, with a view to providing working papers to be used in formulating '
strategies suited to each region for future action." - - L

72, Subsequently, a revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/730/Rev l) was submitted to
reflect the exchange of views which had taken place. At the 702nd meeting, on 4
~ April 1978, the revised draft resolution was adopted (see chap. T above, draft
' resolution IIn. . | |

_genda item 4 (b)

73. ‘The Commission considered agenda item 4 (b), on the preparations for the Wbrld
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, to be held in 1980, at its 688th
to 691st and 693rd meetings, on 24, 27 and 28 March 1978. It had before it a note

by the Secretary—General (E/CN. 6/610) o
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;'74. The Senior Social Affairs Officer in the Advancement of Wbmen Branch, of the-

" 'Centre for Social Development. and Humanitarian Affairs, in introducing the item,
referred to the note by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/610); which contained the

" provisions of Economic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII) and General
'Assembly resolutions 32/140, relating to the World Conference, and 32/197, |
~containing ‘related provisions., The note also set out the objectives of the Wbrld;;
n,Conference, which were to review and.evaluate the progress made in the first ‘half
of the United Nations Decade for Women and to recommend changes and adjustments
~considered necessary in the programme for the second half of the Decade, 1980-1985. -
The proposed provisional agenda for the Conference contained in the note ‘focused on
fthe review and evaluation.of progress ‘made and. of obstacles encountered at the
l»national. regional and’ global levels, as well as on the elaboration of a programme
~of action for the period 1980-1985 It was also: proposed that the documentation
“should consist of a number of basic documents, as well as* background documents
,supplementing information analyzed 4in the basic documents.. .The note by ‘the :
1;Secretary-Genera1 further suggested that regional preparatory meetings and regional‘
intergovernmental conferences should be organized.;,;,gg,_ _,_:sv,_ R ST

=;75. The Commission considered that the 1980 Wbrld Conferenceashould be a rollowaup .
;jto the World Conference of the International Wbmen s Year held in 1975, It wasvf
”fgenerally agreed that the over-all objectives of . the 1980 ‘Conference should ‘be:
(a) to review and evaluate the progress made so far in the implementation of the
- programme for the United Nations Decade for Womén; (b) to propose adjustments to the
' programme for the second half of the Decade in the light of the results obtained
during the first half. The Conference ‘should thus come up with concrete and
practical. proposals and strategies for action for the second half of. the. Decade._ It
'should focus on the- ‘three goals of the Decade°' equality, development and peace, and
on some key issues which.would contribute to ‘the. attainment of those objectives.f

76. With respect to the agenda for the Wbrld Conference, many representatives‘"j‘
agreed that a new approach was required and suggested’ restri”\ﬁng the agenda to a
limited number of concrete subjects, It was felt that the’ Con erence could give

a new impetus to the implementation of the’ World Plan of Actnon by adopting an
~action-oriented agenda and by concentrating on a few well—def>ned key issues. 1In
fthat connexion, a. aumber of representatives suggested thatpgb Conference: should ‘

- centre its discussions on the following main themes: ‘economic activities, education
and health as related to women. The subtheme of employment, ‘health and education
was~ suggested for the Conference, within the framework of its overeall objectiVe,
‘which was a review and appraisal of the Wbrld Plan of Action and necessary changes
and readjustments of the Programme for the second ‘half of the Decade. Some
representatives were of the opinion that it was essential to define those key issues
.on the basis of the three main goals of the Decade.‘ They stressed that the
Conference should not adopt a one—sided.approach by considering only issues related ,
to development but should also givé priority attention to equality and peace; strong
emphasis should be given to the participation of women in the strenghthening of
international peace and security. Some representatives considered that the active
involvement of women in the three areas of equality, development:-and peace could not
be achieved ‘in 1solation from the struggle for disarmament and against - colonialism,
racial discrimination, aggression and all forms of foreign domination. A number of
representatives also indicated that the agenda for the Conference should allow for
discussion‘on the effects of apartheid and racial discrimination on the status of
women., | |
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77. In addition to the above-mentioned ‘main issues proposed for discussion at the
- World Conference, some representatives suggested.further items for consideration by
 the Conference, such as the formulation of standards to ensure the advancement of
~ women, the establishment.of government machinery to bring about equal opportunity
ﬂand improve ‘the. situation of rural women. . One representative requested that the
. Conference take into account, An particular, the needs and wishes of the developing ;
countries, It was also proposed that due: consideration be given to the Declaration
on the Granting of- Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Declaration |
, and the Programme of Aection on:the Establishment of a ‘New Intermational. Economic :
Order, the Charter of ‘Economic. Rights and Dutirs of States and the. Strategy for the :
Third United Nations Development Decade. It/was also suggested that, in view. of
the venue of the Conference, Arabic should pe of the working languages. nfi}ffﬂfif?’”?

.78 With respect to the documentation for the 1980 Conference, a representative
suggested that there should be three types ‘of documents for the Conference: (a) an
’analytical paper reflecting,general trends and progress ‘made. and obstacles ;; u;ug

- encountered in implementing the World Plan of Action, especially at the, national

level; (b) a draft of a practical programme of action for the.second half of the
Decade; and (c) sectoral papers related to each of the key issues. The analytical
'paper and the  draft programme could be discussed in plenary meeting, instead of
devoting that time to lengthy general statements, whereas the sectoral papers @
should be-discussed in expert group meetings, which could formulate a limited number
‘of goals ‘to be attained during the second half of the Decade. Many‘representatives ‘
‘underlined the need to ensure timely preparation and distribution of conference
;documentation. e R C ‘ S Sy

)

,;79., Concerning the responsibility for the preparations for the 1980 Conference,

"vthe Commission agreed that the success of the Conference would depend to a large L}'

extent on the preparatory work., One,representative proposed that the Commission '
define the general orientation of the Conference as a contribution to the work.ofﬁﬂ |
;the Preparatory Committee. ' Some: representatives expressed the hope that in the
preparatory work particular attention. would be given to co—ordination ‘between the_”' .
United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies, the regional commissions and the -
non-governmental organizations. The fullest use should be made of the experience
gained through the programmes implemented by various Governments and the specialized
agencies. Some representatives also underlined the importance of holding regional -

- and national seminars and workshops with a view to exchanging information and
‘suggesting strategies. A number of them referred to the major international
conferences taking place before the 1980 Conferénce and felt that it was not only
 important for the conferences to consider issues related to women.but the results

of those conferences should be brought to the attention of the 1980 Conference.

80. The Commission noted that subsequent to the adoption of Council resolution 2062'
(LXII) and General Assembly resolution 32/140, the General Assembly had adopted -
~resolution 32/197, in which the Assembly had endoresed the recommendation of the Ad
Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the,Uniggd -
~ Nations System to the effect that the Council should assume direct responsibility
for the preparatory work for the Conferences to be convened by the Council and, as
appropriate, by the General Assembly, ' 'without prejudice to arrangements already
agreed upon for conferences currently under preparation". In view of the importance
of-ithe role of the Preparatory Committee in preparing for the Conference, some
'representatives expressed concern at the possibility that the Council might be ,Vf
entrusted with that task and doubts were expressed about the qualifications and
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' ﬂeepebilitiee of the Council in that respect. Moreover, delaye in setting up and
- convening the Preparatory Committee could have a negative effect on the preparation
and therefore ofi the success of the Conference. Most representatives, however, |
- considered that the Comnission should proceed on the assumption that the Preparatory
 ‘Committee would be established. - The Commission was informed that the final decision
‘on the establishment of the Preparatory Committee would be taken at the first
| ftegular session of the Council in 1978. Should the Preparatory Committee meet as
~ planned in June 1978, it would have to report to the Ceneral Assembly at itsvthirty—
 third sesstion through the second regoiar session of the Council in the summer of
1978, As suggested by several representatives, the Commission considered it
advisable to make its views on the issue known to the Council and to request the
- Preésident of the Council, who was in New York, to ‘receive a delegation from the
- Commission. A number of representatives ‘also raised the question of the ‘composition
~of the Preparatory Committee. The view was expressed that the Committee should
“inelude representatives familiar with issues concerning women, as well as
] epresentatives of the Commission, and should invite observers' from the regional
ki}omndeaione and the United Nations speciaIised agencies, as well as from the non-
governmentai organizations.‘ff\\ \ S , : Y

ﬁoneideration of draft\tesélutions and votingron item 4 (b)

-‘f81. At the 698th meeting, the representative of the ‘German Democratic Republic, -
~"aleo on behalf of Ethiopia, the Libyan Arab Janahiriya and Madagascar, introduced a

- draft resolution (E/CN.6/L. 731) on the question of élaborating a draft declaration
~on the participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of internmational
- ‘peach and security and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign
ﬁfaggression and‘occupation and ali forms of foreign domination.v ER R : n_.

82. The representative of the United Kingdom proposed the replacement of the word
~ Melaboraté" in the second preambular paragraph by "consider elaborating". She -
- also proposed the deletion of the word "elaborate" from operative paragraph 3 and
~its replacement by the words "consider in the light of those views and/or
* ptoposals the question of elaborating". Her proposal was accepted by the sponsors.

.83. The representative of the United States of America)prOposed the replacement of
- "The Economic and Social Council" in the preamble by "The Commission or the ‘Status

of Women". That proposal was later withdrawn in the* light of the clarifications

,nade by the Secretary of the Commission. B , | ,

?78h. At its 700th meeting, on 3 April 1978 the Commission adopted without a vote
fthe draft resolution‘as orally"revised (see chap- I above, draft resolution IV)

| 85. The,representatives of Belgium, Denmark France, the Federal Republic of
 Germany, Indonesia, Iran, New Zealand, Sweden, Thailand, the United Kingdom and
the United States of America explained that while they joined in the spirit of
 consensus, they“maintained their original positions and reservations as stated when
| General Asseibly resolution 32/142 was adopted. :;

'86. At the 699th meeting, the representative of Bulgaria, also on behalf of the

~ Byelorussian SSR, introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.732) concerning the"
provisional agenda for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women.
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87. The spOnsors accepted a proposal by New Zealand to replace the word "Decides"
',by "Recommends in operative paragraphs 1 and 2. S

- 88. At the 700th meeting, ‘on 3 April 1978 the representative of the Federal o
Republic of Germany, supported by Belgium, Denmark, France, Iran, Japan, Sweden, the
United Kingdom and Thailand, introduced oral amendments to the preambular paragraph
 of the draft résolution and the second preambular paragraphs of the draft
u@recommended for adoption by the Council, whereby the words "General Assembly” would
“be deleted before the word "resolutions. and the reference to resolution 32/142
would be replaced by the words "other resolutions of the General Assembly The ,
‘representative of the Byelorussian SSR. rejected the amendments, which were then put o
~_-to a vote. - The amendment to the preambular paragraph of the draft resolution was
‘fadopted by 14 votes to 8, with 5 ‘abstentions. The amendment to the second ‘
”preambular paragraph of the draft recommended to the Council was adOpted by 14 votes
r3to 8 with 4. abstentions. o .

.89. At the same meeting, the draft resolution was adopted as orally'amended (see =
‘,‘chapt. IX below, resolution 3 (XXVII) ’

«90. At the 699th meeting, the representative of the Federal Republic of Germanv, on

”f; behalf also of Iran and Mexico, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Wbrld

. .was submitted by the’ Sponsors (E/CN 6/L.737/Rev.1).

'Conference of the United Natioas Decade for Women" (E/CN 6/L.737)

91, At the 701st meeting, the representative of the Federal Republic of Germany
informed the Commission that the draft resolution was also sponsored by Belgium, New
Zealand and Thailand. At ‘the 702nd meeting, a revised text of the draft resolution _

92. At the 702nd meeting, the Commission adopted the revosed draft resolution (see
uchap. I above, draft resolution VI) o ,

,,93. At the 70lst meeting, the representative of India, on behalf also of Belgium,,
- Indonesia, Iran, Japan, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, the
Philippines (observer), Sweden and Thailand, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Subtheme 'Employment, Health and Education' for the World Conference of the United'
Nations Decade for Women" (E/CN.6/L.739), which she orally revised to include in
‘operative paragraph 10 the mention of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations after the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization. : :

94. 'ThelrepresentativeS'of the Federal Republic of Germany~and'of Iran indicated
that ‘the draft resolution had been discussed and agreed upon by.the Informal Working
Group on Resolutions and proposed that the draft resolution be adopted without a
_vote. :

95, At the 701st meeting, on 3 April 1978, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution as orally revised (see chap. - IX below, resolution 4 (XXVII). |

96. At the 702nd meeting, the representative of Mexico, on behalf also of Indonesia,
Pakistan and the United States of America, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Women in development and international conferences" (E/CN.6/L.740). ‘Subsequently,
France, the Niger and Thailand became sponsors.



if97;; Following a discussion of the draft resolution, the sponsors submitted a ~;
;revised text (E/CN 6/L 740/Rev.l) at- the 704th.meeting. jfffdﬂ‘gL'u : R

98, At the 704thnmeeting, on 5 April 1978 the Commission,adopted the revised .
;1draft resolution (see chapt. IX below,‘resolution 5 (XXVII) ' o

99, The representative‘of the United Kingdom expressed her Government s S
regervations on operative paragraph 5 (a) on the basis that merit and not sex

~ should be the criteria for governmental ¢ delegations attending Conferences. Another
~,reservation was made on operative paragraph 5 (d) on the basis that her Government .
,could not commit itself in advance to. finance such activities.:r R -
'100._At the 702nd meeting, the representative of’Mexico, on behalf also of Trinadad
~and Tobago, introduced a draft reselution (E/CN.6/L.741) on the inclusion of the
'question of consumers nrotection in the Programme of‘Action for second half of the
-,United Nations Decade for Wbmen.‘*' R i R T '

. ,\\..a ‘1 o

.;101. Following a discussion on the draft resolution the sponsors submitted a
~revised text (E/CN.6/L. 741/Rev.1) at the 704th meeting. The representative of the
Fedexal~ Republic of Germany suggested the deletion of the words "and enforcement .
'=machinery in operative paragraph 2 (a) (ii), which was accepted by the sponsors. '

102. At the 704th meeting, on 5 April 1978 the Commission adopted the revised
v'draft resolution as. orally revised (see chap.‘ Ix below; draft resolution 6 (XXVIIL |
_?103. The represenuative of Pakistan explained that if the draft resolution had .
been put to a vote, her delegation would have abstained owing’to the late g,ﬁv-a R
distribution of the text. - FEATE IV R <
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J:'IV;' PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY’AND ARMED
' _'r'f' CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION
R NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE

104. The Commission considered agenda item 5 at its 691st to 694th 696th and 698th
meetings, from 28 to 31 March 1978. It had before it a report ‘of the Secretary-
 General (E/CN.6/612 and Corr.l) prepared pursuant to Economic and Social Council
resolution 1687 (LII). It also had before it a statement by the World Movement of
Mothers (E/CN.6/NGO/282), a non-governmental organization in: consultative status L
A‘with the Economic and Social Council. A . '

105.» In introducing the report, the representative of the Secretary—General
explained that the report was based on information requested by the Secretary—
General in accordance with the Council resolution and furnished by Governments,'
United nations ‘organs and bodies, specialized agencies and’ non-governmental T
organizations as well as on the relevant reports of the United Nations organs. She -
infomred the Commission thdt two Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of .
1949, dealing with the protection of victims of international armed conflicts and
non-international armed conflicts respectively, had been adopted at ‘the fourth - ‘
session.of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, in June 1977. Those
Protocols contained provisions with respect to the protection of women and children,‘
which strengthened those of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 4included, inter alia,
provisions for the evacuation of children and the protection of women. and children
against rape, enforced prostitution and any form of indecent assault.

106. Many representatives underlined the importance of developing and strengthening
norms of international humanitarian law in order to protect women and children in '
emergency and armed conflicts. They welcomed the adoption by the Genkral Assembly,
- on the recommendation of the Commission on the Status of Women, of the Declaration
on the Ptotection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict (resolution
3318 (XXIX). They paid a tribute to the efforts of the International Committee of
- the Red Cross with respect to the preparation of the two draft Additional Protocols
to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and commended the Diplomatic Conference on the ,
Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed .
v':Conflitts for adupting them at 1ts fourth session.’ .

107. Many representatives noted with deep regret the sufferings of women and
children in specific situations and mentioned in particular South Africa, Namibia,
Zimbabwe, Chile and Israeli-occupied territories of the Middle East. They expressed
special concern with respect to the harsh treatment of women in detention,
imprisonment of children, torture of women and children and deplorable prison
conditions. | ‘

108. - Some representatives expressed their firm support for the inalienable right of
the Palestinian people to self-determination and the creation of their own State,

109. Many representatives referred to the humanitarian assistance rendered by their
Governments to women and children in specific situations of emergency and armed
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| conflict, which included inter alia, help for refugees' rehabilitation programmes°
“medical, child-care and educational services; material and financialphelp, including
" contributions to respective United Nations funds; as well as measures to mobilize
~world public opinion in support of ‘women and children in cases. of emergency and
armed;conflicta;, e i . , 7 _

110.; A number of repreeentatives emphasized the importance of the solution of
international conflicts by peacefulxmeans and without use of force, the -
‘strengthening of the process .of détente and' respect - for the norms of international
‘humanitarian law for the resolution of the problem of protection of women and
children.in specific situations.;ﬁg;,, e RO o

111,-%n~the~opinidn of some representatives, any effort directed towards singling
out certain groups of civilisns tended to detract from the general protection that
:ghould be . enjoyed by the civiliantpopulation as a whole. Most representatives,
’however. felt that though.issues affecting women and children were inseparable from
‘issues affecting human,rights in general,. women and children were the most
vulnerable victims of armed conflicts and should, therefore, be,given special

priority in the development of international<humanitarian law. . .

112, The role of the Commission on “the Status of Wbmen wias repeatedly underlined
and 4in that connexion reference was -also made to the forthcoming International Year "
~of the Child, which, in the opinion of some delegations, should focus the attention
of world,public opinion on the problem of" protecting children in situations of -
‘emergency and armed conflicts, and should mobilize world opinion in support of
suffering children in speciﬁic situations. , L

ll3t A large number of representatives appealed to Governments to adhere to
existing international conventions concerning the. protection of human rights in’
armed conflict, including, first of all, the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, and .

the two Additional Protocols.,v

PR

Consideration of draft resolution and voti;g

114. At the 696th meeting, the representative of the Federal Republic of Germany
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.729) concerning the protection of women/children
in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peaee; sclf-determination, national
liberation and independence. The representative noted with satisfaction further
developments in international humanitarian law since the adoption by the General
Assembly of the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency

and Armed Conflict evidences by the adoption of the two Additional Protocols to the
Geneva Conference of 1949. The representative stated that humanitarian
organizations were able to do much more, and the draft resolution therefore appealed
for greater support from Governments for international and humanitarian

organizations which could thereby achieve greater results.

115. During the discussion of the draft resolution, the following oral amendments
were made: the representative of Cuba proposed that the words "including those
‘engaged in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and
independence” should be deleted in operative paragraph 1; the representative of the
Byelorussian SSR proposed the inser%ion of the word "r= levant" before the words
"international humanitarian organizations" in operative paragraph 2; the
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representative of Denmark suggested adding the words "such as the International
 Committee of the Red Cross" after the word "organizations" in operative paragraph 2;
the representatives of Indonesia and Pakistan proposed the deletion of the words
"adhering to" in operative paragraph 5. After some deliberations, the
representatives of Cuba and the Federal Republic of Germany presented a joint oral
‘revision to operative paragraph 1, deleting the words "including those engaged” and
replacing them by the words "in emergency situations”. The representative of the
Federal Republic of Germany was agreeable to oral smendments made by the
:'representatives of the Byelorussian SSR, Denmark Pakistan and Indonesia.

116. At its 698th meeting, on- 31.March 1968 the Commission adopted the draft o
resolution as orally revised (see chap. ‘IX below,’resolution 7 (XXVII) |

-117. The representatives of Denmark Sweden and the United States of America stated
that, though they had joined the consensus, they fclt that the Commission's concern
- should be to promote equal treatment of men and women in all fields. Every effort
" should therefore be made to protect the whole civilian population, irrespective ‘of
sex, : . ¥

-118. The representative of Pakistan felt that legislation should concern all

civilians. However, she recognized that women and children occupied a special

position.  The representative of France stated that, had there been a vote, the
French delegation ‘would have abstained. ' .
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119‘ The Gommiseion eonaidefed item,e df 1ee ngenda st its 691st, 693rd, 694th
end,sgsth meetings, between 27 and 29 March 1978. It had befors it a report of
“the Seereterym@enerel entitled "The effects of'a‘artheid on the status of women in
Sonth Afriea, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia" (E~cN.K[oxsf, and a preliminary report
~ of UNESCO on the effects of apartheid on the status 'of women, which was eirculated
a® a conference room papeér. It also had before it‘a\ststement,bw The Associated .
Qountry Women of the Wntid((ElGN;BINGO/278), a nonegovetnnental organization 1n
eonsultative status with the Eeonomee and Qoeial Couneils RE | -

eulﬁa@ In inttedueing the fotmer report, the representenive of the Sscretary—General
- explained that the veport, which had been nrepared in response to ‘resolution 3 of .
- the World Conference of the Internatione&’ﬁbmen 8 Year, endorsed by the General
Assenbly in resolutions 3520 (XXX), contained analyses of apartheid and its effeets
n‘ on the 1egel, soeial. aeonomie snd politieel states of women. | |

121. The Commission comnended the teport of the Secretary-ceneral and noted that
it'provided a. useful basis for delibe:ations., The Commission also expressed .
appreeiation o UﬁESCO for its»preliminary report.‘,.a : o L e

122. a nuﬁber of representatives sttongly eondemned apartheid as a crime against -
| " humanity, as well s the degrading and deplorable conditions to which non-whites .

were subjected in southein Africa, making specific reference to women, who were

subjeeted to double discrimination, both on the grounds of colour and of sex.’

123 ‘A few representetiwes also denounced equelly vehementiy help provided by
werialist Powers and nonOpolies to the racist regimes in southern Africa.

124. Many reptesentatives deplored the pass laws established under apartheid, _,
which had the effect of forcibly separating women from their families. They called
for an end to those and other laws or practices that denied the right or opportunity
. To wowmen to work or to receive equal pay for equal work. In that.connexion, some i
representatives stated that ‘the racist minority régimes in southern Africa were
 supported by a few States »,uose ‘economic interests in the area received higher
priority than their cosmitment to human rights. It was also noted by some
__representatives that certain transnational" corporations continued to collaborate
. with, 3end support to, the racist minority regimes in contravention of numerous
~ Umited Nations resolutions; they also continued to pursue discriminatory employment
and mge practices with respect to- non-white in general and non-white women in
, @articu]ar One representative called for a study on the perpetuation of apartheid
‘'by transnational corporations from southern Africa in accordance with relevant
mnted Matiﬂns ‘resolutious. ' . .

-125. Seweral reyresentatives proposed that, in view of f"'e proclamation of 1978 as
- the Imtemtiaml Year: against Apartheid, the Commissio, - .ould pronounce itself on

e i 5] of agartheid and put forward specific measures to assist non~white women

- wiho W re suffering under apartheid. A few representatives put forward the opinion

tmat m Lommission should assu.e official responsibility for such women and ‘called

-
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i'upon States that had not done so to ratify the International Convention on the
 Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 26/ and the International
_ConVention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of. Apartheid.»27l

126, Mhny representatives endorsed the concluaions and recommendations contained {
~‘in patagraphs 73 to 79 of the Secretary-General's report (E/CN 6/619) and ‘.x\;
recommended that an: item entitled "The effects of apartheid on the status of women"
be put on the agenda of. the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women.,
“to be held in 1980. Some representatives also proposed that such an,item be ..
included in the. agenda of the tweaty-eighth session of the Commission and indeed
of all future sessions. A number of 1epresentatives pointed out that 1978 had been
proclaimed International Anti-Apartheid Year, and called on Governments which had 2
not yet done so to ratify the Tnternational Conventions on the Suppression and ?_,
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.-ﬁ.f' g L e T

127., Many representatives drew the attention of the Commission to Security Council
‘resolution 418 (1977) calling for a mandatory arms. embargo against South Africa, by
which the Security Council had for the first time invoked .Chapter VII of the e
Charter of the United Nations against a Member State. They urged Member States to
enforce that and all other United Nations resolutions chat had been adopted to bring-
' pressure on the racist regimes in southern,Africa.f_ rg,ia | .

'128. Several representatives also proposed that Member States should give aid to_”'
the victims of apartheid either by making contributions, or i*creasidg their pledges
as the case might be, to the United Nations Educational and Training Programme for
Southern Africa, the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa and the United
'Nations Institute for. Namibia. A proposal was made that the United Narions should
endeavour to disseminate information about apartheid generally, and about its
effects on women in particular. One representative noted that the United Nations
Institute for Namibia had reported in 1976 that only 40 per cent of its students.
were women, and recommended that the Trust Fund and Traiuing Programme should also |
be requested to provide through non-governmental oryanizations, a breakdown of
the percentages of victims of apartheid according. to sex. It was alsc suggested
that an allocation of funds from the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade
for Women could be made available to non-governmpntal organizations to undertake
specific mandates, as for example, the provision of legal aid for women detainees.-
Many representatives stated that the. .urgent elimination of the remaining enclaves of
racism and colonialism required decisive and consistent action. from the entire .
international community in order to implement the Programme for the Decade for =
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, '28/ and to ensure the complete
international isolation of the racist and colonialist ‘végimes of southern Africa.

f129. ‘One representative proposed that more research should be carried out to ensure‘
that all aspects of the effects of apartheid on women were considered.

i}g/}General Assembly resolutioanlOGA'(XX), annex.
27/ General Assembly resolution 3068 (XXVIII), annex.
g§j General Assembly resolution 3057 (XXVIII), annex.



130. One representative proposed that the Commission should consider submitting the
~conclusions and proposals of the Secretary—General's ‘report to the Economic and

~ Social Couricil in the form of a resolution and that women from southern Africa,v
.;perhaps representatives of the liberation movements, ‘be invited to address the
‘“Preparatory Committee for the Wbrld Conference.v She further proposed that the
piSecretary—General's ‘report- should be stbmitted as the Commission's paper to the
“World Conference to’ Combat ‘Racism and Racial Discrimination to be. held in Geneva in
‘fAugust 1978.  The ‘Commission also heard statements from the observer of one - ‘
Eintergovernmental organization and one non—governmental organization in category I
consultative status with the Economic,and Social Council and from the L,
i[representatives of three specialized agencies. ;?“V;”j i AR e T
ffl3l.; The representative of the Organization of African Unity drew the attention of
the Commission.to the trials, detentions and banning of many African women in South
'Africa ‘and urged the CommiSsion to adopt ‘concrete measures to assist those victims
~of apartheid. She thanked the non-governmental organizations for their work in
=‘southern Africa% ' . o R :

5'5132 In ‘introducing the preliminary Teport of UNESCO, the r“rPi‘*"‘*‘“’“”‘ti"‘* of that
organization explained that it was part of a study that was scheduled fori'fd"‘
| publication later in the year.-:,__“ . | e

'&133 The representative of WHO stated that in a study conducted by her organization
"it hadnbeen'established that apartheid was an obstacle to good health. WHO had
gprepared ~at the request of the Special Committee against Apartheid a report on
-apartheid and'mental health care which revealed the connexion’ betweeri apartheid and
jpsychosocial strains. WHO continued to study the impact of apartheid on various"
,Qaspects7of'hea1th e o . . ,

*134. The representative of the IIO drew the attention of the Commission to the .
-foroanization s declarations ‘and recommendations against discrinination based, inter
~alia, on race and colour, in particular Recommendation No. 111, which forbade -
yjdiscrimination ‘based on race. 'She drew the attention of the Commission to the
eleventh spécial report of" the Director-General 29/ -on the application of the
declaration concerning the Policy’of Apartheid of the Republic of South Africa and
‘the Symposium on Equality of Opportunity and Treatment in Employment in Africa, held
at Dakar from 19 ‘to 30 September 1977 at which the issue of apartheid was widely -
“disnussed ' She stated that the ILO would continue its struggle against all forms of
‘dnscrimination, including apartheid. s |

Coﬂsideration of draft resolutions and voti;g
,135._ At the 702nd meeting, the representative of France, on-behalf also of the ,
"Niger and Zaire, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Reuniting of families who
‘have been victims of apartheid” (E/CN.6/L.742 and Corr.l). ‘Subsequently, the
Federal Republic of Germany, India, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Pakistan, Senegal
Sweden snd Thailand became sponsors.o_ﬂ | o .

;‘ 29/ Geneva, International Labour Office, 1975, International Labour Conference,
,sixtieth session. . .

-4?;



~-136.' The representative of France, in the light of the discussion, made the
following oral revisions to the text: in operative paragraph 1 the words "Invites
. the Economic and Social Council to denounce such practices" were replaced by the'ff
words "Condemns such inhumane practices"° in operative paragraph 2 the words "the "

‘Government of South Africa creates the" ‘were deleted and words "be created" added at B

the end of the paragraph

'7137. At the 703rd.meeting, on 4 April 1978 the Commission,adopted the draft
resolution as orally revised (see chap.t IX below, resolution 3 (XXVII)

138, At the same meeting, the representative of the'Niger, on behalf also of
Ethiopia the Libyan Arab Jamehiriya, Pakistan, Senegal, Togo and Zaire; introduced
a revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/L,744/Rev.1) on the effects of apartheid on the
status of women., Madagascar subsequently joined the sponsors.. The representative

of the Niger orally revised operative ‘paragraph 3 by replacing the words "Secretary-.”

General that he" by "Consultative Committee to", and also revised ‘operative = o
paragraph 5 by adding immediately following the phrase "to invite women" the words |
"in accordance with Ceneral Assembly:resolution 3280 (XXIX)" L , '

139., The representative of the Budget Division made a statement concerning the ,",_"

(financial implications of the draft resolution (see annex III below)

140. At the 705th meeting, the representative of the Niger, on behalf of the
sponsors, joined by India, submitted a revised’ text (E/CN.6/L.744/Rev.2) following
-consultations with a number of representatives.f In submitting the revised text, the
representative of the Niger stated that the sponsors had accepted an amendment

proposed by the representative of’ Bulgaria to replace the sixth preambular paragraph,

which read "Condemning the continued presence and investments of transnational.
-corporations in South Africa" by the following text°""gigorously ‘condemning the
activities and practices of the transnational corporations in southern Africa,'which
are incompatible with United Nations resolutions". - \ S ‘_~

14l. The representative of the United States requested a vote on the revised text.
The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics then requested that
the vote be by roll-call.' : : o

o

142 At its 705th meeting, on 5 April 1978 the Commission adopted the revised ,
draft resolution as orally revised, by 19 votes to 1, with 8 abstentions (see chap. I

above, draft resolution VIII). The voting'was as follows' R

~In favour° Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, Ethiopia,
German Democratic Republic, India, Iran, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mexico,
Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Senegal, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Venezuela, Zaire. ; , o el

Against: United States of America.

Abstaining°‘ Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of Japan,‘
 New Zealand, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland '
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| 143. The representative of the United States, in explanation of her negative vote,p-p

v;observed‘that although the United States remained.firmly opposed ‘to apartheid the -
~ new amendment incorporated in the text was politically destructive, divisive and,

- far from improving the situation in.southern Africa, could serve to: strengthen the o

»rhand of the supporters. of apartheid by giving them two mistaken impressions.; ‘the
;Tfirst was that the United Nations means to challenge the existence of the State or
“ZGovernment of South Africa, ‘the second was that the international opposition to
*;apartheid may not be total._n;5 e e T T e s R T

-l144., The representative of Denmark-.on behalf of the members of the European EE

;]Community, explained‘that while they too were firmly opposed to. apartheid, they had"

abstained because they had important reservations about several paragraphs. - Thus, S

*fthey considered that in the sixth preambular paragraph the condemnation,by the -

Commission of the activities of transnational corporations was inappropriate since i

hﬁthere was a Commiasion on‘Transnational Corporations»specifically charged with the3j°'

~ study of their activities. Also, operative paragraph 2 was contrary to the
provisions of the United Nations Charter: which gives only the ‘Security. Council

j,authority to take such andecision.t Further, it ran. counter to the .efforts to bring;,

~ about a peaceful solution to the situation in Namibia and Southern Rhodesid.
f.Finally, the: proposal in operative paragraph 4 did not fall within the criteria of

~ the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women as adopted by the General ,

riﬁssembly in resolution 31/133.Hr7*

v5fl45.v The representative of Japan also explained that she had abstained because of
[ithe inappropriate wording of the resolution. G T R AN P

:;146., The representatives of Sweden and New Zealand explained that their abstentions

did not_ reflect any change in their opposition to apartheid. Their objection was..
n,based onrthe fbrmulation of the sixth preambular paragraph and operative paragraph.a.

R
o

5 vr')



Vfl?ﬂgv“,rr St Vl;jwCGﬂMUNIcAIibNS,coNcERNINo~THE,STATus~oszn0MEN"

147. At its 696th meeting, on 31 March 1978” the Commission considered agenda item ‘;
7, which had been included in: ‘the agenda as a result of a decision of the Commission |
dduring the exchange of views on the adoption of the agenda. - : ‘

- .
—2, 2 . ~.

"148 During the discussion, various representatives argued that the item continued

~ . to” belong to the agenda of the Commission not. only at the current session but also

~ at future- sessions, unless the Economic and Social Council were to decide to the
.-wcontrary.u In their view, ‘the matter continued ‘to be governed by Council. resolution

“.,76 (V), as amended by Council resolution 304 ‘(XI). They regretted that no lists of

communications had been prepared for the consideration of the Commission in . = .
‘accordance with those resolutions and expressed the wish that the lists to be
'prepared for- the twenty—eighth session would deal with communications concerning the
status of women received since the preparation of the last lists considered by the %
' Commission.: They stressed the’ importance of the question, pointing out that the f
procedure permitted the Commission to be informed of the very serious problems faced
fby women whose fundamental rights were violated.- :

"149. A number of representatives, referring to decision 223 (LXII) of the Economic
~and Social Council, whereby the Council decided to defer action on draft resolution
X, entitled "Communications concerning the status of women", recommended for
adoption by the Commission at its twenty-sixth session, 30/ -iere of the opinion that
- the Commission, as a subsidiary organ of the Council, had to await action by the
latter," Which/would determine whether or not the Commission should deal with the
question. Furthermore, they reiterated the position indicated at previous sessions
of the Commission, namely, that the consideration of communications. concerning the’
status of women should be dealt with in the context of the existing procedures
followed for communications on human rights. o

- 150. The representative of the Secretary—General offered an explanation of the fact
that no item on the subject had been included in the provisional agenda for the
twenty-seventh session of the Commission. It was recalled that at its. twentv-fifth
session, the Commission had decided that future communications relating to the
status of women should be considered in accordance with Council resolution 1503
(XLVIII) and that the question should be deleted from the Commission's work
programme.» The Council, by decision 86 (LVIII), had decided to invite the
Commission to consider the advisability of continuing to deal with communications
~concerning the status of women, in- the light of the report of the Secretary—General |
and the discussion in the Social Committee of the Council at its fifty-eighth -
session, and to report to the Council at its sixty-second session. At its twenty- L
sixth session the Commission had recommended to the Council draft resolution X, on
which the Council had not yet taken a decision.}'

151. Some delegetions expressed reservations on that explanation by the Secretariat.-

30/ See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Sixty-second
Session, Supplement No. 3 (E/5909), chap. I.
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VII. PROGRAMME OF’WORK INGEUDING THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL
~ AGENDA FOR' THE TWENTY-EIGHIH SESSION OF THE L

)( CMISSION
_ 152, The Commission consideted agenda item 8 at its 696th to 698th meetings, ‘on 30
“and 31 March- 1978. It had before it the programme budget ‘for the biennium 1978-1979
ooncerning the status of women, 31/ a report by the’ Seeretary-General on. working
“woment ‘and the sharing of ‘household duties (E/CN. 6/613), a‘note by the Secretariat

Lﬂ entitled "Special ‘problems. relating to human rights of women detained: or imprisoned”-,

_‘and another on the influence of activities of foreign economic and other interests
' onothe 1iving conditions of women in dependent. territories; which were:circulated -
as conference room papers; and a note by .the Secretaty-General containing a draft
proviaional agenda for the twenty~eighth session of the—Commission (E/CN 6/L 746)

153.: The Assistant Director of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian'
.Affaits drew attention to the programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979.. She also
indicated that work, was currently under way on the preparation of the medium-term:*
plan for: 1980-1983. The:plan was being elaborated with the priorities of the .. -
Department of Economic and Social Affairs in mind. She informed the Commission that
1§\wou1d be helpful for the Secretariat. to have its guidance on its future work.
‘programme so that its suggestions might be taken into account in the preparation of
" the programme budget. for the next biennium. Introducing the report of the
Secretary-General on working women and the sharing of family responsibilities ,
(E/CN.6/613), she stressed that it sought to examine the scope of the major concepts
_involved, ‘and analyse the patterns of allocation of household duties among family
‘members and their impact on.the family in general and working women in particular.
It proposed a number of measures designed to achieve a more equitable distribution
“of household duties and suggested that the report, together with. the wviews of the
Commission on it, might be transmitted to the ILO, which was undertaking a general
survey of the application of Recommendation No. 123 concerning the employment of

"hwomen with family responsibilities (1965)., Concerning the special problems relating

“to the human rights of women detained or imprisoned, she briefly referred to the

request of the Sub-Commission dn Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of

‘Minorities contained in its resclution 4 (XXVII) 32/ and to the discussion of that

request. by the Commission at its resumed twenty-sixth session,. The note by the

' Secretariat on‘special problems relating to the human rights of women detained or

imprisoned contained background information to asaist the Commission in its

consideration of the matter.. It dealt mainly with action taken by the Sub~- -

Coumission and the Commission on Human Rights in the field of the human rights of

- persons subjected.to any form of. detention or imprisonment; and action taken by the
General Assembly. Regarding the influence of activities of foreign economic and

R

. 31/ Official Recotds .of the General AssemblyL,Thirty-second Session,
Suppleﬂent'ﬂo. 6 (A/32/6), vol. I, sect. 5A, subsect, 8. .

32] See.EICN.4I1180 chap. XXI.
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‘other interests on the living conditions of women in dependent territories, the
‘Assistant Director referred to the legislative background of the issue and explained
- that the note by the Secretariat on the subject contained relevant background o

‘information. The note reviewed in detail the steps taken following the deci31on by

' the .Conmission at its twenty-second session, in 1969, to request that a study be

- gubmitted to the Commission' by the Special Committee on the Situation with regard

" to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial'

'Countries and Peoples._ R R : CTT T

'.'154 Many representatives expressed concern- about the future of the Commlssion on
~ the Status:of Women and of the United Nations women's pregramme in the light of
“the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system
. currently under way. They stressed the special nature of ‘the Commission within the

-"United Nations system in terms of its- composition and its objectives, ‘a-fact that

‘they strongly: ‘hoped the Economic and Social Council- would take into account. It was.
" imperative, in their view, ‘that the Council permit ‘the Commission- to continue its
- work. There was agreement, however, that the terms of reference of the Commission
could be redefined and strengthened in the light of the new tasks, if necessary, in
-order to enable 4t to discharge the specific responsibilities resulting from the-
.‘World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International
'women 8 Year and the United Nations Decade for Women."

155. Questions were raised with respect to the additional staffing‘that was’
'required for adequate implementation of the vast programme for the Decade. 4_'

- 156. An exchange of views took place regarding items and reports that should be
.iconsidered by the Commission at its twenty-eighth and subsequent sessions. The -
‘'majority of representatives felt that the twenty-eighth session should be primarily
concerned with the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Woemen, to be
held in 1980. 1In that connexion, a number of members expressed the view that the
session should be held after the second meeting of the Preparatory Committee and
prior to the Conference in order to make an appropriate contribution to its. ,
preparations and the suggestion was put forward that the session be scheduled in the
latter part of 1979 rather than early in 1980. A few representatives, however, were
of the opinfon that the twenty-eighth.session of the Commission should not duplicate
the work of the Preparatory Committee and that in any event the Commission should
- consider substantive items relevant to its normal activities, which were outside the
scope of the Conference. A number of representatives felt that the Commission
should concentrate its discussions on a few substantive items in order to achieve
concrete results.

157. Concerning the special problems of the human rights of women detained or
imprisoned, various representatives referred to the inhuman suffering of women who _
‘were the victims of sexual abuse, forces prostitution, and torture of various. typesL
They strongly advocated that the Commission should, as soon as possible, respord '
to the request of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discriminatien and,Protection
of Minorities contained in its resolution 4 (XXVIII) and as such it should consider
the question at its twenty-eighth session, on the basis of a report to be prepared
by the Secretary-General, in which the findings of scholars and non—governmental
organizations that had carried out substantial investigations of the problem would
be taken into account. The view was expressed, however, by one representative that
the issue was adequately dealt with in the context of the item on the protection
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;~of women and children/in/emergency and armed conflict in. the struggle for peace,
e,self—determination, national liberation and independence, and that there was no.
»_need for a special item or. report on the subject.m_-u‘~ AU R S N T

) 158 Various representatives expressed the view that an item on communications
.fconcerning the status of women should be included in the provisional agenda for the
. twenty-eighth: session of the: Commission and that the Commission should consider the
. 1ists of such communications in. accordance with existing procedures under ‘Economic
- and Social Council resolutions 75 (V), 76 (V) and 304 I (XI). A few representatives
- were of the. opinion that such an item should be. included only 1if the Council so

. decided, after its consideration of draft.resolution X on the subject which the -
wacommission, at its-resumed twenty-sixth‘session, had.recommended for adoption. «4rf
,:159, /In considering the problems encountered by women who worked both outside and

+ within the home, there‘was agreement: that- the,improvement of the conditions of

. women : workers was very important, since the majority of women were workers, whether' :
. in industry, agriculture, govermment or elsewhere. - Some representatives found the
- report of the Secretary—General on the subject (E/CN.6/613)- outdated and e
A.retrogressive vis-arvis ILO Recommendation No. 123..‘,,gvf 1 BRI R ‘ﬁ3ﬁ' S

,-160‘; The.representative of the ILO stated that the revision of Recommendation No.

~ 123 envisaged the elimination of the stereotyping of roles of both men and women..

- The revision would be based on a report prepared by a committee of experts from -
information compiled from the replies of Governments to .an TLO. questionnaire on the
‘ implementationnof Recommendation No. 123. The representative suggested that, since
the draft report was already out, t he Commission might wish to submit its views to
'the Conference of the ILO.. ;a,_;‘.- . R S

fg161., A few representatives suggested.the inclusion of an item on. the influence of
 the activities of foreign economic and other interests on the living conditions of
- women in dependent territories and the preparation of a report thereon, as had been
,‘requested in‘Economic and Social COuncil resolution 1516 (XLVIII) :

j4162.1 Concerning the influence of the mas communication media on attitudes towards

. the role of women and men in contemporary society, various representatives agreed

that the media could plan a crucial role in removing prejudices and sexual

~ stereotyping, thus accelerating the acceptance of women's new and expanded role in
society and their. integration into the development process as equal partners with

163.. The Secretary of the Commission explained that, in response to the draft
~_resolution recommended by the Commission at its resumed twenty-sixth. session, the
~ Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 2063 (LXII) had decided to appoint
a Special Rapporteur but that the Rapporteur had not yet been designated. Such
designation would be greatly facilitated if the Commission were to propose one or
‘more candidates. In that connexion she reminded members that there was no provision
for an honorarium and that the financial implications of the draft resolution
_adopted last year by the Commission referred only to travel and per diem expenses
for two visits to United Nations Headquarters and one visit to UNESCO headquarters.

164. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian

Affairs informed the Commission of current plans regarding the preparaticn, in
conjunction with UNESCO,. of a mass media seminar, to be held in Paris in 1979 and
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 of the possibilitJ ‘of - holding another seminar on the image of women and advertising
‘to follow the first one, the second seminar could held at Headquarters.'~

165. A number of representatives, referring to General Assembly resolution 32/142
emphasized the need to include in’ the provisional agenda.of the twenty—eighth \ |
session of the.Commission an’item on the: draft declaration on the participation of
women in the struggle for: the’ strengthening of international peace and security.and
against: colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign agression and occupation -
~and all forms of foreign domination..l“,~h ’ m,» _;‘_ S ﬁ,;_, ¥ 'grg‘ ,,___’3,;1«

By

166 A proposal was: also made to include in the provisional agenda an item on women_i
in development in order o enable the Commission to. consider various substantive . o
 aspects of that issue. Compilation of the necessary‘background documentation on "
~such an item,- however, - would necessitate collecting information on. the. many women s

| programmes undertaken‘within ‘the’ United Nations system and -on action taken to '
- -implement the World Plan of ‘Action mot only by governmental but.also. by . =
‘intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. = It would also require the L
establishment of criteria that could measure the invplvement of women in the -
development process as well as the 1mpact of development projects on women. hf_ﬂf«1

-167. Other proposals for additional items included the status of migrant women
workers, the effects of apartheéid on the status of women and the status of - / o
ratifications of or accessions to all international instruments.relating to,women, :
including reservations made as well as. reasons that had prevented,Member States from‘
becoming parties thereto. »'.v,vc:. T e e e e _,,, t,f,) ,g-_.

168 The Assistant Director of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs reminded the Commission that the Economic and Social Council had already
requested it to consider at its twenty-eighth session a number-of substantive items
~ and reports, among which were the review and appraisal of - the implementation of the
World Plan of Action and the outline of a Programme of Action for. the second half
of the Decade, which were bas1c to the documentation of the World Conference.

. session of the Commission on the Status of Wbmen ,j

169. 1In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1894 (LVII), the
Commission had before it a note by the Secretariat (E/CN.6/L.746) containing the
following draft provisional annotated agenda for the twenty-eighth session.

1. Election of officers

W

[Legislative authority: Rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the S :
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council (h/5975)] IR

2, Adoption of the agenda

[Legislative authority:".Economic and‘Social Council resolution 1894
(LVII) of 1 August 1974, rules 5 and 7 of the rules of procedure (E/5975)]4

~49-

TR



"3,_gPreparations for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women°

"f(a) Review and appraisal of progress achieved in the implementation of the
- World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the B
International Women 8 Year-‘ ' i T e e

A report on the review and appraisal of progress achieved»in the b
,yeimplementation of .the World Plan of Action will be submitted. - .
-~ ‘[Legislative authority: Genereral Assembly resolution 3490 (XXX), P
"gEconomic and Social Council.resolution 2060 (LXII)] .

kxit(hjﬁProgramme of action for the second half of the United Nations Decade
"14'{for Wbmen° Equality, Development and Peace (1980-1985) .

51fsA report outlining a programme of concrete action for the sersnd half ,;;~_
- ... of. the Decade will beasubmitted.. [Legislative authority.; Economic andsjgg;
. ;;ySocial Council resolution 2062 (LXII), Paragraph 2] e e i

i(g)iElaboration of a. draft declaration on. the participation of women in thev"}

‘aisffstruggle for the strengthening of international peace and security and ?yw.i

o s,}against colonialism, ‘racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression‘
";and occupation and alliforms of foreign domination. R O C

’"fcﬂA report containing viehs and observations of Governments on a text for y

- such a declaration will be submitted. [Legislative authoritys: General
. 'Assembly resolution 32/142 draft resolution IV adopted by the Commission '
. on the Status of Women at. its twenty-seventh gession 33/1 . .

v.,“” A progress report on preparations for the world Conference.of the nnited
o Nations Decade.for Women‘will be submitted.::y, | , 4 o

i 4, Measures taken to implement the ?rogramme for the United Nations Decade for

" Women by organizations within the United Nations system and by intergovernmental
organizations.‘,_ : AR

A report of the ILO onfits activities of special intere to‘WOmen'willl
. be submitted; [Legislative authority. Economic and Social Council
fresolution 821 IV B (XXXII)] o , ) |

A reporr of UNES{ ‘on its activities of special interest to women will ,
be submitted; .[Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council
resolution 154 F (VII); resolutions 6 (XXIII) and 12 (XX1IV) of the
.'Commission on the Status of Wbmen]

A report of FAO on its activities of special interest to women will be
‘submitted; . | , L |

A report of the Inter-American Commission will be submitted° (Legislative
authority. Economic and Social Council resolution 48 B (IV)] |

33/ See chap. I above.
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A report of the Commission on the Status of Arab Women bill be submitted. .
'[Legislacive authority.~ Economic and Social Council resolution 48 B (IV)]

T - Note by the’ Secretary-General on co-ordination of activities within the
' " 'United Nations system and with intergovernmental organizations for the
~ implementation of ‘the World Plan of Action. [LegislatiVe authority. “‘
Economi¢ and Social Council resolution 48 B (IV); General ‘Assembly
resolution 2716 (XXV), resolution 2 (XXVII) of the Commission of the
Status of- Wbmen]

5. Programme of future work including a draft provisional agenda for the twenty-.'
ninth session. g | | EEESET

6. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its twenty-eighth session.'

170. At its 705th meeting, on 5 April 1978, the Commission eonsidered the draft
provisional annotated agenda for- the twenty-eighth session (E/CN 6/L.746) g R

171. Some representatives expressed'views on the wording of item 3@, and after
discussion, -1t was agreed that the words "Consideration of the" should be added
before the word "elaboration". Under the same item, it was agreed that the first
paragraph of the annotations should read:’ "A report containing views and : ,
observations of‘Governments concerning the nature and content of such a declaration
will be submitted.” After a short discussion, it was agreed that the second '
‘paragraph would read as follows: "y progress report on preparations for the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women including the related subtheme of

employment, health and education will be submitted." ' g
. i
172, At the suggestion of two representatives, the addition of WHO to the third
paragraph of annotations under item 4 was agreed to. ' The paragraph would then read
as follows: "Reports of FAO and WHO on their activities of speciaI interest to
women will be submitted." :

- A

» o

173. Various representatives suggested the inclusion of an additional item on
communications concerning the status of women. They expressed the view that in
spite of the fact that the Economic and Social Council had not taken action on

that question the Commission should maintain the item on its agenda and continue to
review such communications. Other representatives strongly opposed the inclusion -
of the item. They were of the opinion that since the Economic and Social Council
had not acted the Commission did not have the authority to consider the item. One -
representative stated that the inclusion of the item would overburden the Commission
and the Secretariat and would detract from the major priorities of the Commission.
Another representative suggested a compromise wording for the item which would read
as follows: "Communications concerning the status of women unless the Economic and

'Social Council decides otherwise.” That was supported by another representative: =

174. The following additional item was proposed for inclus&on in the provisional

agenda: ''Reports on the integration and role of women in development submitted by
United Nations organizations and specialized agencies, regional organizations and

institutions and Governments".

- 176. One representative suggested the inclusion of an item on the special problems

relating to the human rights of women detained or imprisoned, as had been requested
by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities.
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| M‘l. The Cheairman noted ﬂu@ the Commission because of leck of time fiad beenr unsble
~ to approve the draft provisionsl amotated sgends submitted for its consideration,

Under rule 3 of the rules of puudm of the functional comissions of the ﬁm&mﬁ@ |

and Social Council, ¢hevefore, all the proposale submitted would be cmmim&

- the luumy«-ﬂmu&L in «muieum Vith the Chaivmen, for the preparaiion o

~ the wwu&aml agenda of tﬁc ﬁm&y«m«h&h ﬁﬂtm o A R

m‘ , At t.ha mm fumem. eiu uw«mueam af mﬁu on mm a£ m ﬁtmf B
- Togo, and Raive, introduced o draft vesolution (l/ﬁﬁgélnf‘lm on the Comsission on
—the Status of Womer in the context of the vestructuring of the economic end socfel
sectore of the Unt cd z sions system. Indonesis and Seneg ul i1ied the sponeors af -
a reviued text (X/(¢ ‘él I34/Rev 1)« At the 702nd mcemg aponsors eabmiteed &
vevined draft vesolution (R/CN.6/L(734/Rev.2) and further #Wi“& it oraily €6
include, as a second presmbular patagraph, the following element of draft fmifmm o

B/ON6/L. 133 auhnund by l&lq fum, Theiland, Mexico and the United States of
" ; that elu acmul Assembly, in resolution 3520 (XXX

- Ameriear " ‘ 2
of 13 Mq ' v Appeale to the Conmittee on the Restructuring of eﬁc .
Reononie and secm Sectore (f the Un ations System to ensure thet the =

wachinexy designed to deal with qunwm umm to women be strengthened,
particularly the role of the Commission on the Status of Women snd the pm:mfw |
extablished for aystem~wide review and appraisal of the mm Pian of Action for the
Iwplementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year; also, the former
~ sceond presmbular paragraph was orally revised to replace the word "privileged" by
~ the waxd “important". The former third pumbuut paragraph vas anuy revised to
replace the word “unique" by the word "special'. Opwuiv« pautrw& ’f V&S wuﬂv
revised to dghu all the words after "1980 cm&unu' | .

3 A m mznd mt:mg; on 4 April 1978, the Commisaion udopné the :winé
- dmaft vesolution as orally revised (see chap, IX below, resclution § (mn;}‘

- m., The representative of the United States Anm:ica. on behalf of the :ponsoﬁ, |
withdras ﬂfast resoclution B/CN.6/L.T3S. : o

151, Reservations were expressed by the :epresentativas of the United Kingdom and
'M who said that thay would have abstained had there been a vote on the dmf: f
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B L At ita 7063:1: mting, on’S Apri,l 1978, the Comiuiop considered tha draft
Yaport on its twenty-seventh session (E/CN.6/L.728 and Add.1-10) which it adopted

“at Tthe 705th westing, on the same date, and agreed to leave it to the upportcur
O prapars the remaining sections of the report, which because of the late hovr

3t Which the consideration of mtain Atems had bun co-plet:ed, could not be
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' %:i. “'!i:a _taﬂwﬁns malumu m« cmcﬁ iy cﬁt Mﬁiw st its Wmey-ewm;ﬁ
ssioni
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Yo

SR  semard to ehc dmmetaﬁ fﬂt‘ th& luﬂmniaﬁ af ﬂm Iftlfu m ?cttm .
and o Euploitation of the Prostitution of Others, twmw& ’by m Mtﬁi
Anubly in ite nialuucn n (IV) of 2 December 1949, .

' 1 mi qune absolutely this shameful explofitation vﬁtcﬁ Mt ie mﬁw
| mﬁm‘. to detract from ehz dignity of vm.:g " ’

o 2 " Requs the luuuty-dcncul to prepare t mmtt on the iwlmﬁmzm
 of the oolmn iion for the Suppreseion of the Traffic in num m& atf the
) mommu of the rmu&utlon of Oelmm R |

t 3 w the hcuuty-qumul to prepare & document on m causes
and consequences o pultuuuon and on the socio=economic condiﬁim itkely to

m its upmdg

svesses the wish that, in the second part of the Unﬁmf Nations Decsde
sive measures be taken to combat mutually reinforcing socfsl evils,

for Vmen,

~wech & alcoholism and drug addiction and, in particular, prostitution, of which
m m the puuctpal vtcetu.

pera ion- with inter overmentti hodies
he United Nations system

‘n: mtou on the Status of Women,
%M and Social Council reaolution 48 (1IV) oﬁ 29 Hatctm 1947

’ also General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV) of 15 December 1970
m the programme of concerted international action for the advancemt of

in gh:l that various uzional intergovernmental bodien, including the
» ission of Women of the otganiucion of Merican States, the

n’hm



’Cminicm on the Status of Arab Women, the League of Arab States, and the Pan~
African Organization of Women are implementing the World Plan of ‘Action for the
Implamentation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year and othet United
Nations rasolutions relating to the United Nations Decade for Women, B

Rtfcillin further that the Com:ln:lon on the Status of Women :Ln its
resdolution 15 (XXIV) of 2 March 1972 34/ emphasized the importance of - co—ordinating
efforts between international organizat:lons and regional and nat:l.onal specialized .
imergowmmtal bodies, ) | ,

Baaring in nind that the Commission on the Statuak of Vomen cons:l.dered

interorganizational co-ordination to be a prine factor :l.n the :lmplementation of the
World Plan af Act:lon. § ,_ A

1. Recommends the establishment of close co-ordination between the Comission
~ ‘on the Status of Women and the regional intergovernmental organizations, including
the Inter-American Commission of Women of the Organization of American States, the -
Conmi{zgion of Arab Women of the League of Arab States, and the Pan-African
Organization of ‘Women, and others, as a contribution to the implmntation of the
TPlhn of Action at the regional levels o

2. Regquests the Secretary-General to take the necessary megsures to -

Buarantee the co~ordination of programmes at the regional level which are be:[ng

implementod by intergovernmental organizations in accordance with the terms of

vesolution 15 (XXIV) of the Commissfon on the Status of Women and to report to the
Commission at its next session. / ,

Vi

3 (XXVII). Provisional ;enda for the World “uzgrence of
the United Naticus Decade for W«' i

The Com:l.asion on the Status of Wonen,

Recalling resolutions 3520 (xxx) s 32/140 and other resolutions of the General
Assembly and Economic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII) concerning the
~ United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace and the World
" Conference of the Decade, to be held 1in 1980,

Recommends that the ‘Economic and Social Council should adopt the following
draft resolution:

: ;-]J?orv,j:he text, see chap. I above, sect. A, draft resolution V/

34/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-second Seasion,
Supplement No. 6 (E/51 9), chap. VIII.




- alling Genazal Asssmbly resclutions 3520 (XXK) of 15 Dicembr 1975, ond
| 32[13941_ 2/140 of 16, Decedber 1977, and Economic.snd Social Councﬂ fuolut:tonl
1999 (x) aml 12 May 1976 and 2062 (LXI.I) of 12 my 1977. SIS N |

- Consider that pareicipneion of women i.n nconon:lc acl::tviuu briun t:hcm
into the mainstream of national. davelopment and helps to secure t:q t:hm an uqual
ltneut \u.th men, in the fn:l.ly and in uocuty. \ o e L

Bmi t in ‘min ﬂm: cduc&t:lom both formal and non-f.oml. nlwtnt to chc
epa:tic ar needs of a country, makes women far more effective in achieving their -
~ social, pol:lt:leal, nconoltc and o:hcr 30:1. and which, in tum. benefits thcir

mi‘ty;

- hemndc thnt thc tcononic md Social ‘Council ndopt the following duft
noolueion: |

 The ce-iuion on the Status of Women,

{For the text, n_c chag, 1 abovg,ﬂ _“:QF‘ ¢/ - o .
6 (xxvn)

Inclu:lon of the ‘ueation of conaumer_ rotectiqn

Of the (h:lted Ntttous Decade for Women

The eo-iuim on_the snt:ua of_ﬂ

‘ Gmtal Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S~VI) of -1 May
1974, enutaining the Declaration and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
Bew Im::iml Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September
1975, om duulq-ut and international economic co-operation, and Economic and
Social Cowmcil resolution 2111 (IXIII) of 4 August 1977, |

- -Asmre that the Economic and Social Council is now studying the aituation with
regard to the existing laws and institutions on consumer protection in developing
countries with the aim of determining the possible need to provide technical

assistaace to Covernments which rzjuest it,

'~ “Becogeiziag thet women, as well as men have a fundamental interest in having
adeguste sefety and heslth standards guarsnteed and in having their purchasing power
m sgainst fraud, deception, economic manipulation and other commercial abusas,




Noting thnt the 1nflation which.il affecting the vhole world con.titutes a
very serious pr@blun,’ | |

. Recognizing further that women as a result of their expcrience, are as
"qualified as men to play a significant roleiin this tnportant area of devnlop-cnt
and canlcqucncly in the dccision-naking proconl. |

1. Rngucatl the 8¢cr¢tary-cenera1 to send to this Commission also a copy of
| tht survey of the institutional and legal arrangements existing in the field of
individusl consumer protection at the national level requested in Economic and
Social Council rc-olution 2111 (BXIII) of 4 August 1977-

2, Recommends that the revised World Plan of Action for the Ilplelcntlcion
of the Objectives of the International Women's Year should take into account the
following objectives for action:

(a) At the national 1ev¢1°

(1) ‘The formulation of broad legislation for the protectiou of the
‘consumer based on the consumer's right to be. informed and protected
against dangers to his safety and health; =

- (11) The establishment of suitable institutions to ensure the formulation
| - and maintenance of adequate standards governing the safety, health, .
information and quality and performance of products; "
(111) The introduction and strengthening of consumer education lltViCQ. in
| organized groups, schools and the mass media;

()] At the reglonal level;
(1) The exchange among Governments of information on consumer standards;

(1) Technical caaoperitiou in product testing and the establishment of
~ standards;

7//' B

(111) The establistment of regional ntqndardq, as appropriate;
(_) At the 1nternationa1 level: :

Urge Governments to request thg Economic and Social caunctl to study this
subject in depth with a view to developing international guidelines on
congumer protection so as to utablm international minimum standards of
‘health, safety and the availability of consumer information.



i | %&u tualueiau A (Hﬁ) of 3 Febr\my 1969, on ehu ﬁratmﬁiaﬁ of
wouen an en in clotmmy ov vnrt&m, zmms for peacs, national liberation
‘aml indwmd&net, N , o

| | .tht, Mehﬁéianf on the Praﬁd&ﬁ_uh b wcmn and Children in
Energency m‘ . onflic, contained in Ceneral Assembly resolution 3318 (XXIX) of

14 DQ«XO 1974, and Reonomic and Social Couneil reiolue:lﬁm 1515 (XWIH) of

28 my 1970 and 1637 (LI1) of 2 June 1972,

. Neokin " h_spprecistion the p!bitiii wade in the development 6f international
wWeanicarian law appaicable £27 the protection of women and children in armed
conflicts by the two Additional Protocols adopted at the final session of the
Diplomatic Confersnce on the Reaffirmation and Development of l’lumnuerhn uw
Apmm. ia Amd Conflicts on 8 June 1977,

of the-role that humanitarian ornan:tnuaﬁa such as the International
‘Committee of the Red Cross play in alleviating the sufferring of victims, especially
of women aml children, =

%_ that adharence to and ocbservance of the Additional Protocols will
gtutf!;y the prouet:lm of the civilian population in emergency and armed

Qt‘g (
1. Calls upon all States and all parties to armed conflicts, in emergedcy
situations atruggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and

s t0 accord special protection to women sad children in accordance
with the relavant international provisions applicable in armed conflicta and to
give every posaible support to the work of international humanitarian organizations
o alleviate the suffereing of the civilian population, especially women and
<hildren, im these conflicts; | ,

2. Calls relevant international humanitarian organint:l.onl such as the
Teteraationsl Committee of the Red Cross to continue to do their utmost for the

prataction of the civilian population, especially of women and children, in
smsvgeacy and arasd conflicts, including those in the ctruggh for peace, self-
M maticsal liberation and independence; )

3. Begussts iatermational bumanitarian organization helping the civ;l.l:lan
population in arasd comflicts to give special care to pregnant women and mothers
with ssell ckilidrem and to orphans;

4. Expresses its appreciation that the two Additional Protocols to the Geneya
Deawentises of 1999, adopted by the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and
Deovelspuent of ‘Sumsnitarise Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, improve and extend
the positaction of the civilias population, including women and children, in armed




5.
for the protection of women and children'

1 6. Reguesta Governments, when deciding on their contributxons to the United
Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and
the United Nations fund for seuthern Africa to consider the beneficial work of ‘,
such organizaitons and funds for the protection of women ‘and children. :

L. . 8 (XxvI). Aeﬁnltiog of families who Hhave been
- victims of apartheid

The Commigsion on the Status of WOmen,

 Having taken note of the report of the Seoretary—General on the effecta of
artheid on the status of women in South Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia
z /CN.6 7319), and of the relevant reports submttted by the specializedoagencies,

Mindful of the constraints imposed on women in these countries by
discriminatory labour, travel and residence laws inherent in the gpartheid régime,
i

Deeply concerned by the perniciouq effects of this situation on families .
devided in this way, ,

Believing auch provisions to be contrary to the purposes of the Charter of tbe

United Nations and principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

1. Condemns such inhuman practices, which detract from the dignity of women
victimized by apartheid; .
2. Requests the Secretary-General to seek, with the assistance of the

specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations, measures designed to

ensure that the conditions necessary to prevent families‘from being divided are
created;

3. Further requests Governments and non-governmental organizations to furnish

humanitarian aid to women yictimized by apartheid.

\\§’(XﬁVII). The Commigsion on the Statua of !ggen»in'the context
of the restructuring of the economic and social
gectors of the United Nations system

The Commioaion on the Status of Women,

/For the text, see chap. 1 above, sect. 67

«59-

Urges a1l States to consider the ‘Additional Protocols and to observe them

i
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184, 'The followini dacisions were udopteh\
senuiont )

4f:gdfa,;édﬁto“tTé Secfaﬁafymcenofai

1 (Xxvit).,
pf the United Nations

At fte 683rd u«tins; on 20 March 1978, the Comissioﬂ au(;horized t:he Chaitman'
to address the fnllwing letter to tha Secfétﬁfy-cétﬂ!i’al of t’he United Natious-

S

“"On this the 21lst day uf March 1978, "bﬂ.ﬁﬁ fﬁtétﬁ&tiﬁnal Day foi’.‘ the
uimmtim of Racial Diserimination and the beginning of International
ti-Apartheid Year, the Commismsion on the Status of Women, at its twenty-
seventh session, wishes to express its support for, and sympathy with, all
- wietims of racial dimrhinatioﬂg noting that, at this session, there is for
tin first time on the Comuission a agenda an tueam comern:mg t’he effect:s of
apartheid on the statua of women.' | ,

» in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3490 (xxx) ’ the Commission, at A
1ts MoSth seeting, on 5 April 1978, decided to transmit to the Eeonomic and Social -
Gowncil, through the Committee for Development ‘Planning and the Committee on Review
and Mppraisal, the report of the Secretary-General on review and appraisal of
W achieved In the Implenentation of the World Plan of Action for the

lon of the Objectives of the International Women's Year (E/CN.6/611),

m with aa account of :lts discussion of that: report ae its twenty-sevench
 sesston. 35/ | R

3 (XXVII). World C(mference to Combat Rgcism
and Racial D:lscr:lmination IR

At itz 705th meeting, on 5 Apr:ll 1978, the Com:lssion decided to recommend to
&! Mﬁ asd Social touncil that :lt adopt the following draft dec:l.sion.,

ot _the text, see r.hng I above. sect. Bl




O i it
Pt B \.

ORGANIZATION F E SESSION
:’f‘\ .

SIS

Openinggand duration of the session -

- 185. The Commission on the Ststus of Women held its twenty-seventh session at :[f“;
United Nations Headquarters, New York, from 20 March to 5 April 1978', Ihe_'gg,jj-'

j‘_Commission held 26 plenary meetings (680th-705th meetings)

186, ‘The session was opened by the Assistant Secretary—General for Social _Q,g};
,,Deyelopment,and Humanitarian Affairs. , | : e

Attendance ;Lﬁf7

187, The following States members of the COmmission were represented' Belgium,
- Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, Denimark, Dominican Republic,
‘Ethiopia, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Libyan Arab° Jsmahiriys,,Mhdagascar,‘Mexico, New Zealand,
~ Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Senegal, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Union'
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom nf ‘Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America, Venezuela and Zaire/ The following State ‘member of the
Commission was not representéd: Gabon. Obsgxrvers of other States Members of the
United Nations, representatives of bodfes of ' the United Nations ‘system,
intergovernmentsl organizations and non-governmental organizations also attended
the session. A complete 1list is given in annex I to the present report. .

.

Election of officers .l,i,, i B . .

. ‘;\\ o, )

~ 188. The Commissio proceeded to ‘the election cf its Chairmsn at its opening
~ (680th) meeting. Siﬂce there were two nominees, namely, Mrs. E. K. Romsnovich
(Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) and Mrs. Janet Cockecroft CUnited.Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland), the election took place by secret ballot in
accordance with rule 66, of the rules of pracedure of the’ functional commissions. g_ﬂ
Mrs. Cockcroft receiyed 19 votes and Mrs. Romanovich received 11.- Mrs. Cockcroft
having received the/largest number of Votes,‘wns~declared elected Chair-an.

189. Prior to the)election, the representatiye of Belgium pointed out that the
system of rotating the chairmanship had been discontinued at the twenty-sixth
session, so that, i view of her special competence, the chalrman of the'ummking
group which.had prepared the draft convention on the elimination of discr
against women could occupy ‘that post. The representative of the Union of Sovie
Socialist Reﬁublics observed that in keeping with this principle of rotation, it
should have been the turn of the socialist group of States to exercise the ‘
chairmanship at the current session. The election of a representative of thel o,
Western countries violated that generally accepted principle. Moreover, the . ’
election to the office of Chairmaw of a representative of a country which wasg a
permanent member of the Security Council set an undesirable precedent. The
representative of the United Kingdom expressed reservations regarding the

-61-



| B RN e
vobaervation by the representative of the Union of SoQiet Socialist Republics about
the appropriateness of a representative.of a permanent member of the Security ,
Council holding the chairmanship. Two representatives of the Western group reminded
the Commission of the agreement referred to earlier by the representative of Belgium,
. in the light of wich Mrs. Crockcroft's election had been fully in accord with the
principle of rotation, - The representative of the German Democratic Republic -

- suggested that the Commission should decide at the current session that the
chairmanship of the twenty-eighth session should go to the socialist States .of .

Eastern Europe. The representative of the Niger felt that such a deciaion would_pe o

premature and that any groups which wished to do so should be free to submit a ,
- nomination for the chairnanahip at the next aesaion.. The- Commiaaion:took no. actionw‘%,
-on. the matter. g T e

190.- At its: GSlat meeting, on 20 March 1978, the’ Commiasion elected the following _
officers by acclamation: Vice~Chairmen: Mrs. E. K. Romanovich (Byelorussian Soviet
‘Socialist’ Republic), Mrs. Homa Rouhi (Iran) and Mrs. Farida Allaghi (Libyan Arab
‘Ja-ahiriya) 'Rapporteur° Mra. VerdhicaaPaﬂalver de Lepage (Venezuela)t |

191. At its 682nd neeting, on 21 March 1978 the Conniaaion vas informed that
Mrs. Verdnica Peftalver de Lepage, who had been elected to the office of Rapporteur
in her absence, and without prior: consultation. could nqt assum that function
because she would not be present for the whole of the Commission's session. An -
official communication to that effect had been sent to the secretariat of the
 Commission by the Permanent Mission of Venezuela. The Latin American group ,
therefore no-inatedjuissAcorinneyBaptiste of the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago,
1who was, dnly elected.kw R , - , '

o

Agenda

192. The Commission considered its agenda at the 68lst and 682nd meetings. It had
before it the revised provisional agenda (E/CN.6/609/Rev.l), drawn up by the
Secretary-General in consultation with the Chairman of the.Commission at its twenty-
sixth\session. | - ,

193. Ihe Co-nission adopted a propoaal by the représentative of - the German
Democratic Repnblic to revise item 4 by deleting the words "including preparations
for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, 1980" at the end
of subitem (a); by adding a new subitem (b) reading "Preparations for the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, including the action called for
'in Economic and Social Council resolutions 1999 (LX) and 2062 (LXII) and General
Assembly resolutions 3520 (XXX), 32/140, 32/197 and 32/ 142 in which the Commission
was requested to consider the elaboration of a draft declaration"; and by
renumbering former snbiten (b) as subitem (c). A proposal by the repreéentative of
Denmark to add as iten 7 entitled "Communications concerning the Status of Wbmen ..
This proposal was adopted by 12 votes to 9, with 7 abstentions. A few '
Tepresentatives noted the irregularity of including this item in the agenda of the
session since the matter was being considered by the Economic and Social Council.
As reflected in the vote, other representatives didanqgvshare tha’\view. The
Commission adopted its agenda, as a whole, as amended. The test/ix\reproduced in
annex 11 to the present report. , . = J

=62 |



__3anization of work

194, At the 682nd meeting, the Commission approved the auggestions made 1n a note
by the Secretariat on the organization of the work of the sesaion (EICN 6/L.727)

¢

Summary recorda, resolutiona and recouneudations

195. At ita 682nd;meet1ng, the Commiaaion decided to have'aunuary recorda of the
discussion of agenda items 4, 6 and 8.:- o

196. The dtaft: reaolut ons recommended for adopt:ton by the Econonic and Seciai
Council are reproduced. i n chap, I of the’ preaent report.,l.'k~" SR -

197. The documenta before the Commiasion at ite twenty-seventh session are liated
in annex.IV. ' _ : o R :

Conaultationa”w1th non-governmental organizationa j

198. In accordance with rule 76 of the rules'of procedure of the functional o
commissions of the Economic and Social Council, the observers of the following
non-governmental organizations in consultative status~w1th,the COuncil'-ade o
statements during the twenty—seventh session;

Category I: International Alliance of anen -Equa1 Rights, Equal
| Reaponsibilitiea (1tem 4)

International Council of Women (item 3)
_Iaternational Organization of Consumers Unions (item 4)
International Planned'Parenthood ?ederation (itellé)
Women 8 International Democratic Federation.(itels 5 and,6)
Wbrld Federation of Trade Uhions (item 4) |
Category iI: 'International Council of Social Democratic Women \;te- 4)
St. Joan'a Intethational,Alliancev(1ten 3) _
199. The written statements submitted by non-governnental organizations are
included in the liat of documents in annex IV. . ,
== i .
200. Pursuant to a propoesl by th *epresen:ative—of Denmark, the Commission
authorized the Chairman, at its 683rd meeting, to send a letter to the Secretary~
General on the occasion of International Day for the Elimination of Racial |

Discrimination and the beginning of the International AntirApartheid Year (see
chap. IX above, sect. A, decision 1 (IXVII). | |

o
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| 201. In accordance with reoolution 32/ 129 adopted by the General Aesembly on
Ioﬂo 1977, the Secretary-General invited the Commission on the Status of
‘participate as an observer in the World Conference to Combat Raciam and

laeiel Discrimination to be held at Geneva from 14 to 25 August 1978. |

- 202, {;ugonn to that; invitation. the Coniseion. at its 705th meeting, on
5 April 1978, decided to recommend to the Economic and Social Council that it
* designate Mrs. Sonja Predgardh to represent the Commission in the capacity of
,obumr at tho World Conference (see chap. . 3 above, sect. B, draft decision)

- 203, Ihe Co-iolion was_ :I.uiomod of the finnncial implications before the decision |

was ttl:en (uo annex III below)

. : s TN . . . : . ; . .
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ANNEXES

‘Annex I

| ATTENDANCE

Members

Belgiun.» Marijke Van Hemeldonck' A. M. Lisin'* M. A. Lary;* Johan Vefkercke*

- R A -7 3 - s - ; - ., v
- ST H 2 e . [ CO g ! ke 3
y -

o

_ Bulgaria.r Maria Dinkova

ﬁv!Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic-’ E. K. Romanovich I. I Gladkovskaya
L ; , - 8. S. Khmelnitsky* o

quba' Esther véeliz; Olga Finlay;* Ana Maria Navarro*
Denmark'*‘Dorte Bennedsen' Eigil Pedersen°* Marianne Lehmann*

Dominican Republic' Licelott Marte de Barrios a/, Ana Esther de la.Maza
: ‘ Myrtha Tavarez de Grossman* '

’Ethiogia:j Debebe Worku
- France: Marcelle DeVaud; Robert Fauris*
Gabon: b/

German Democratic Republic: Helga Hdra; Horst Keilauj*‘ﬂeinz Dihring*

Germany;‘Federal'Republic of; Inge Donnepp; Christoph Herkel * Irene Maier;*
RS - Dieter Schaad'* Elisabeth Haines'* Gesine Wacup* .

India: A. J. Dastur, §. Magumdar*

Indonesia: Suwarni Saljo; Pek Poedjiocetomo;* Sapartini K. Jakti*

Iran: Homa Rouhi; Shirin Samii;* Maryan Shamlou* -
. Jagané ‘Ayako Oba | |

Libyan Arab‘Jamahiriz_° Zohra Alfallah; Fatma Hussein Algabsi*

' Madagascar: Andreas Monique Claudine Rasonirina

Mexico: Hilda Anderson Nevarez de Roja; Consuela Saenz de Miera*

* Alternate.
a/ Did not attend.
b/ Not represented at the session.



New Zealand: Colleen Dewe; Jan‘Beagle*

Niger: Sabatier Gani Diaroumeye° Alzouma Louiaette*
PakiStan' Taxeen Faridi° Khurahid Hyder* |
Peru- Bertha VegaVPerez- Carmen 811va de Arana#

Seneg L Lena*Gueye a/, Sambafubodj*

ne Ny

Sweden° Sonja Fredgardh. Karin Ahrland°* Johan Nordenfelt* ‘7@.];f&fn:s«*'

WThailand' Khunying AmpornJMeeaook

g - Alonkoba Aithnard' Awa Nana;* Latevi—Atcho Lawson*

Trinidad and Tob gk Elmina Clarke—Allen' Corinne Baptiste*

Union of Soviet Socialiat R;pnblics.' T. N. Nikolayeva DR | SRR

United King_pm of Great Britdin and Northern Ireland° Janet Cockcroft,

‘Grace Thorntonj* :
Aliaon Richard'* Richard Edia*

UnitedVStatéa‘of'Ameri¢a° Koryne Horba1° Barabar 3. Good*

Venezuela' Veronica Peﬁalver de Lepage° Edith.ﬁ&rquez de Pereyra*

Zaire: Ldnanna; Lun:l.my, Mbali Ma*.Mbalzl.kada;*, Muthah,aila Irung; sk Moyila Ngonda Bempu*

I

Argentina, Auatralia, Canada, CHile, Egypt, Finland, Israel Netherlands, o
Norway, Philippinea, Portugal Sudan, Yugoalavia. . | R ‘

. E

Nonﬁgemﬁeravof'theWUnitédfNationB»repreaented by an observer .

Holy See

"kUntted'NattonavSecretariat

Economic and Social Commiseion for Asia and thefPacific.
Economic Commission for Latin Ameriza,

Economic Commission for Africa, Economic Commission for Western Asia.
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AUnited Nations bodies

‘United Nations Children”leundQ United Nations Development Programme,
World Food Programme, United Nations Institute for Training and Research

'.iSpecialized'agenciesff

‘International Labour Organization,: Food and Agriculture Organisation oflthe .
- United Nations, United Nations Educationsl Scientific and Cultural Organization, :
Wbrld Health Organization, World Bank R

.......................

o

T League of Arab States (Commission on the Status of Arab Wbmen), Organization
of African Unity, Organization of American States (Inter-American Commission of
Women) . < > S Sy o B

. L
? i

Liberation movement B R RTINS APIP O, .

Palestine Liberation Organization

Nonvgovernmental*organizations

. Category I: International Alliance of Wbmen, Internstionsl Confederation
 of Free Trade Unions, International Organization of Consumers' Unions,
International Planned Parenthood Federation, Women's Internationsl Democratic
- Federation, World Federation of Trade Unions \
Category II: Associated Country Wbmen of the Wbrld, Baha'i International
Community, Baptist World Alliance, International Council of Social Democratic.
'Women, International Federation of Business and Professional Women, International
 Federatfon of University Women, International ‘Federation of Women in-Legal Careers,
International Federation of Women Lawyers, Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women's
Association, Soroptimist International, St. Joan's International. Alliance, Women's
International Zionist Organization, World Alliance of Young Men's Christian .
Associations, World Movement of Mothers, World Young Women's Christian Association,
Zonta International.
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AGENDA OF'THE TWENTY¥SEVENTH SESSION

Election of officers fd" |

Adoptﬁon qf the.agenda e
Intquptioual.1ncﬁrunents and standards telating to the status of women. >
ilplelentation of‘the neclaration‘on the Elimination of Discrimiuétion againpt

. ‘e u\ 4
: uonén S RIS o R z g«u

}; (b) ?tepaxations for ehe WbrldsCOnference of the United Nations‘necade for

R XN

6.
7.
8.

'lg;

Devahoyneuéﬁ'réldting bo the ptogrtunc for the United Nations Denade for Wbmen-

Qa) Inple-entation of the progtauue ior the Decade

FoRRr
A ¥ B

“Women, including the. action celled for in Econonic and Socidl Council -

' xesolutions 1999 (IX) and 2062 (IXII) and General Assembly resolutions'*
3520 (XXX), 32/140, 32/197 and 32/142 which requests the Coudission td
consider the elaboration of a draft- declaration

5 Review,and appraisal of pﬁﬂzﬁeﬁﬂ achieved 1“ the 1mp1ementation Of the 5

Hbrld Plan of ActiOn o

P R

.Ptotection of ‘women and;childrenﬂtn enemgency and arned couflict 1n the strnggle
- for peace, selfbdeterninatiou, natiOnal liberation.and 1ndependéncé :

The effecta of apartheid on the’ status af women

ET
B

ca-unicattons eoncerntng thezststus of vomen ° L

Programne of work, tnclnding the draft provtsional agenda for the twenty—eighth
sessian of the connisstan SR o ‘ff o .

Adopetou of che,teport of the Canmiasion on its twenty—seventh aession



Annex III

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL IMFLICATIONS OF DECISIONS TAKEN
BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS TWENTYPSEVENTH SESSTION

Oral statement of financial implications of .
~ draft resolution E/CN.6/L.743 a/ S

1. Operative.paragraph 1 of.the-draft'resolution reads as follows:.

"Requests the Secretary-General to take all appropriate measures to
provide the regional commissions,‘from the regular budget of the United
Nations, with the financifal resources and personnel necessary to enable o
them to undertake the implementation of the World Plan of Action;" ' |

2. The proposals contained in the .World Plan of Action were endorsed by the General
Assembly in 1975 in resolution 3520 (XXX). This resolution invited the relevant
organizations of the United Nations system to submit proposals and suggestions for
implementing the Plan of Action to the Economic and Social Council at its sixty~
second session and also requested the Secretary-General to take its requirements
into account in prepararing revised estimates for 1977 and the medium-term plan for
- 1978-1981.

3. The measures taken to implement the World Plan of Action were reported to the
General Assembly at its thirty-first session in document A/31/220 and reference is
made to the Plan of Action in both the medium~term.plan for 1978-1981 and the
budget for the current biennium, which began on 1 January 1978. |

4. General Assembly resolution 31/93, which concerns the medium~term plan, urges
the sectoral, functional and regional programme formulating organs to refrain from
undertaking new actiyities not programmed in the medium-term plan and the subsequent
programue. budget unless a pressing need of an unforeseeable nature arises as
determined by the General Assembly. In resplution 32/206, in which tke Assembly
urges subsidiary bodies to regrain from making recommendations on the relative
priority of the major programmes, as outlined in the medium-term plan, those bodies
are. also requested to propose, through the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination,
relative priorities to be accorded to the various subprogrammes within their
respective fields of competence. This: wording may also be found iIn paragraph 40,
section VL of the annex to Assembly resolution 32/197, on restructuring of the
economic and social sectors of the United Nations system The Committee for
Programme and Co~ordination will be reviewing the medium-term plan for 1980~1983 -
at its eighteenth session later this year.

a/ Subsequently a revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/L. 743/Rev.1) was submitted
and adopted by the Commission (see chap. I above, seat. A,. draft resolution I1).



5. This information demonstrates the two following points. The first is that the
Secretary-General was fully aware of the provisions of the World Plan of Action at
the time that he prepared the current medium~term plan and programme budget, and
took these provisions into consideration within the framework of the over-all policy
of budgetary restraint within which he has to operate. The second point is that the
“Secretary—General by virtue of the financial regulations, is not empowered to.

- transfer resources between sections of the budget. Each regional commission
represents a separate section. Consequently, ‘the implementation of the present
resolution would require that, in order to finance augmented activities in certain
programmes of the regional commissions, other programmes would have to be
correspondingly reduced. ' The Commission on the Status of Women may wish to take

these matters into account in any recommendations it may make to the Committee on
Programme and Co—ordination. | .

6. As regards operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution, the Commission may be
aware that the African Centre for Research and Training' for Women is one of threze
subprogrammes within the programme ¢f social development in the Economic Commission
for Africa. Its funding has come partly from the regular budget and partly from
C'volunt:ary contributions. Although paragraph 3 of the present draft resclution is
addressed to the General Assembly and not to the Secretary-General, it should be
noted that both the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

and the Fifth Committee are becoming increasingly%reluctant to approve transfers of

funding from extra~budgetary sources to ‘the regular budget except when a clear
legislative mandate has been given. Such mandates have, in the past, normally
referred to larger organizational units than the one under consideration in the
present draft resolution. In this connexion, the attention of the Commission is
again “drawn to resolutions 32/197 and 32/206 in which the General Assembly invited
subsidiary bodies to propose, through the Committee on Programme and Co-ordinationm,
relative priorities to. be accorded to various subprogrammes within their respective
fields of competence.

Oral statement of the’ financial implications of
R draftfresolution E/CN,6/L. 744 b/

7. The SecretaryrGeneral notes. that while under the terms of paragraph 5 of the
draft resolution, women from the liberation movements of southern Africa would be
invited to participate as obseryera in ‘the future sessions of the Commission and
meetings of the Preparatory Committee for ‘the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, to be held in 1980, no reference is made to funding the cost of
such travel and subsistence under’ the regular budget of the United Nations.
Consequently, the paragraph as it stands contains no financial implications.

8. Should the draft resolution be amended in such a way as to include a request for
a provision of funds for travel, the financial implication wovld entail the cost of

b/ Replaced by E/CN.6/L.744/Rev.1. | Subsequently, a second revised version
(E/CN,6/L.744/Rev.2) was submitted and adopted by the Commission (see chap. I,
draft resolution VIII).

«T0~




travel and subsistence of four representatives of the national liberation movements
to attend the twenty-eighth session of the Commission and two sessions of the
Preparatory Committee for the World Conference, in 1978 and 1979, estimated at
$25,000. _

Operative paragraph 8 of the draft resolution calls for a report to be prepared
on the interrelationship between the goals of transnational corporations and
discriminatory practices and the deplorable conditions to which non-white
populations, in particular women and children, are subjected.

10. In this connexion, the Secretary-General draws the attention of the Commission
to resolution 32/197 on restructuring and specifically to section VI of the annex

- to that resolution cencerning planning, programming, budgeting and evaluation,
Paragraph 4 of the annex to the resolution refers to the procedure for the
submigsion of statements of programme budget implications to intergovernmental
bodies and requires that such statements:shall indicate, as appropriate, related
programmes already indicated in the medium-term plan, the percentage increase in the:
expenditures of the Secretariat units concerned and the resources which could be
released from any programme elements which have become obsolete, of marginal
usefulness or ineffective.

11. Should a proposal related to new activities not programmed in the medium-term
plan, the provisions of resolution 31/93 would apply, wherein sectoral, functional
and regional programme-formulating organs are urged to refrain from undertaking new
activities not programmed in the medium~term plan and the subsequent programme
budget unless a pressing need of an unforeseeable nature arises as determined by the
General Assembly.

12. In the present instance, no provision exists in the present plan and budget for
a study of the type indicated, and consequently it would be necessary for the
Commission to consider whether to recommend to the Gemeral Agsembly, ‘through the
Economic and Social Counc1l¢ that the proposal represents a pressing need of an
unforeseeable nature. -

13. For the information of the Commission, it is estimated that outside expertise
would he required for the completion of the report, ‘It is further estimated that,
should the General Assembly decide to include this programme element in the
programmz of work for 1979, the costs involved would he of the order of $2Q,000
and could be met from within available resources on the programme budget for
1978-197¢9,

Financial implications of the dfaft decision recommended
by the Commission for adeption by -the Economic and Social
Council (see chapter I above, section B, decision)

14. The financial implications of the decision taken by the Commission to designate
Mrs. Sonja Fredgardh, of Sweden, of the representative Commission, in the capacity
of observer, at the World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination to
be held at Geneva, from 14 to 25 August 1978, would involve the payment of round-
trip economy class airfare between Stockholm and Geneva and per diem for two weeks,
in a total estimated amount of $1,800.
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