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Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development and the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly: priority theme: strategies for the eradication of poverty to achieve sustainable development for all





	*	The present statement is issued without formal editing.
		Statement submitted by Service and Research Institute on Family and Children, a non-governmental organization in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council*


	The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.


		Statement 


		Strategies for Eradicating Poverty to Achieve Sustainable development for all


	Introduction, objective and purpose of the statement: This statement highlights the coexistence of debilitating effects of poverty on the individual and family as a social entity and inherent possibilities of enhancing prosperity through enlisting the assets in stable family life which currently lie dormant.
	SERFAC makes an ardent plea to governments, the United Nations and other stakeholders to engage in poverty eradication strategies to achieve sustainable development for all, and discuss how such combined efforts can be realized in this potential for all peoples.
	SERFAC believes that empowering families as a social entity is a profound and workable way of arriving at sustainability. Such an approach promotes the stability, security and wellbeing of families. This approach is inclusive, interdisciplinary and sustained and has at its centre “Family as a social entity”.
	In two recent consultations held in India in July 2016 “Cooperation for Human Development” organized by SERFAC, the concluding statements indicated and called on all stakeholders to play a vital role in the eradication of poverty as a serious and socially devastating human experience and to play an equally socially constructive role in development of all peoples.
These pleas are expressed in the following recommendations:
	The most urgent need is for Governments and concerned stakeholders to collaborate towards developing long term plans and projects for economic independence for families and their members. There is a need to identify and develop, revise and rebuild systems, by providing for and ensuring adequate support systems to family health, education, social services and employment. It is critical for the family to face up to and withstand any form of social change without succumbing to pressure and thereby constructively contribute to sustainable development.
	Furthermore there is a need to recognise the urgency of integrating all corporate and social institutions to contribute to the advancement of family support measures. This can be achieved by building up robust social responsibility programmes and projects and enabling pro family policies to create humanizing work conditions and better work-life balance for their employees, thereby contributing to building up sustainable family and community life systems through strategies and philanthropy.
	It is also important for all stakeholders to recognise the effective role played by Non-Governmental Organisations in dealing with research, training, capacity building, advocacy and information dissemination. They ensure there is a place for empirical groundwork which can be constructively used by governments and donor agencies for policy making exercise for “family centred” services and poverty eradication projects in different countries.
	Furthermore, we recognise the critical role for family and nonfamily institutions such as educational, social services, health care, child care centres, displaced families and children to effectively supplement and compliment the role of caring environment so that inclusive, broad based, preventive and rights based approaches could be developed. In addition, support structures could be built to ensure their healthy development to adulthood.
	It is equally important to facilitate families so that they have economic support, a stable and cohesive family life, and ensure higher growth enhanced productivity and overall sustainability.
	The United Nations has a Family focal point at its Headquarters in New York, and works with various related institutions to promote the wellbeing of family and its institution, including labour related issues through its Global Compact principles. Actions proposed should be firmly anchored at the global level, as well as including, but not limited to, local and regional initiatives.
	We, at SERFAC will endeavour to fill in the gaps in the ‘SDG’s through humane family centred approaches, which are indeed ‘basic and missing links’ in the sustainable development agenda, in national policies and the UN’s call to action in freeing people from countries of extreme poverty. We engage through dialogue and promote peaceful measures for all key groups and stakeholders to create a sustainable framework that contributes to the evolution of such policies in their respective locations. 
	The way forward and expectations: SERFAC makes a humble plea to the United Nations to develop a Charter of Rights of the family which will enable sustainable development on all fronts of human existence. In particular, peace, including economic wellbeing and prosperity, collaboration and collective action with key constituents as has been enshrined in various covenants and legal instruments to protect human dignity, provide equality of purpose and support unhindered growth of the most unreached segments of society particularly children, women and the vulnerable. 
	Conclusion: SERFAC believes that such collaborative efforts and partnerships are geared and intended to enable families to contribute to human prosperity, national stability and sustainable development for all, as outlined in the Sustainable Development Goals. 

image1.jpg




image2.gif




image3.png
Please recycle @




