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  Draft resolution submitted by the Vice-Chair of the Commission,  
Ms. Julia Thallinger (Austria), on the basis of informal consultations 
 

 The Commission for Social Development recommends to the Economic and 
Social Council the adoption of the following draft resolution: 
 
 

   Future organization and methods of work of the Commission 
for Social Development 

 
 

  The Economic and Social Council, 

  Recalling its resolutions 2005/11 of 21 July 2005, 2006/18 of 26 July 
2006, 2008/19 of 24 July 2008 and 2010/10 of 22 July 2010 on the future 
organization and methods of work of the Commission for Social Development, 

  Recalling also its resolution 2012/7 of 26 July 2012, in which it decided 
that the Commission should keep its methods of work under review, and taking 
note of the report of the Secretary-General entitled “Review of methods of 
work of the Commission for Social Development”1 requested therein, 

  Recalling further General Assembly resolution 68/1 of 20 September 
2013 entitled “Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 
61/16 on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council”, which also 
stipulates that the Economic and Social Council shall invite, inter alia, its 
subsidiary bodies to contribute, as appropriate, to its work in keeping with the 
agreed annual theme,  

  Recalling the commitment to and emphasizing the need to strengthen the 
Economic and Social Council, within its mandate under the Charter as a 
principal organ of the United Nations, in the integrated and coordinated 
follow-up of the outcomes of all major United Nations conferences and 
summits in the economic, social, environmental and related fields, and 

__________________ 
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recognizing the key role of the Council in achieving a balanced integration of 
the three dimensions of sustainable development,  

  Noting the acceleration of the implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals and the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda 
and the relevance of the Commission’s work in this respect, 

  1. Recalls that the current practice of discussing one core issue over a 
two-year period has allowed the Commission for Social Development to go 
into greater depth by also addressing related cross-cutting issues and emerging 
issues relevant to the theme under discussion; 

  2. Decides that the Commission will report on social aspects related to 
the agreed main theme of the Economic and Social Council in order to 
contribute to its work;  

  3. Also decides to maintain the two-year review and policy cycle for 
the 2015 and 2016 sessions; 

  4. Reaffirms that the officers elected to the Bureau of the Commission 
should continue to be elected for a term of office of two years, in parallel with 
the review and policy cycle of 2015-2016; 

  5. Also reaffirms that the Commission, in fulfilling its mandate, shall 
assist the Economic and Social Council in monitoring, reviewing and 
appraising the progress achieved and problems encountered in the 
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action, and 
shall advise the Council thereon; 

  6. Decides that the priority theme for the 2015-2016 review and policy 
cycle shall allow the Commission to contribute to the work of the Economic 
and Social Council and shall be “Rethinking and strengthening social 
development in the contemporary world”; 

  7. Also decides that the Commission should utilize, as appropriate, its 
agenda item on emerging issues to promote consideration of relevant issues on 
the agenda of the Economic and Social Council, in particular the annual main 
theme of the Council and the integration segment linked thereto, which will 
bring together the key messages from the Council system on the main theme 
and develop action-oriented recommendations for follow-up; 

  8. Further decides to consider the biennialization of the Commission’s 
resolutions with a view to eliminating duplication and overlap and promoting 
complementarity in the consideration and negotiation of similar or related 
issues between the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly;  

  9. Invites all relevant stakeholders to continue to actively participate 
in the work of the Commission at an appropriately high level;  

  10. Decides that the Commission shall keep its methods of work, 
including the functioning of the two-year review and policy cycle, under 
review also in order to adjust, as appropriate, to the work and cycle of the 
Economic and Social Council.  

 

 


