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The Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts

Recalling its resolution 1996/85 of 24 April 1996 and Ceneral Assenbly
resol utions 51/ 76 and 51/ 77 of 12 Decenber 1996 and the Declaration and Pl an
of Action adopted by the Wrld Summt for Children in 1990 and reaffirmng the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranmmre of Action, which states that national and
i nternati onal mechani sns and programnmes for the defence and protection of
children, in particular those in especially difficult circunstances, should be

strengt hened, including through effective measures to conbat exploitati on and
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abuse of children such as fenmale infanticide, harnful child |abour, sale of
children and organs, child prostitution and child pornography as well as other
fornms of sexual abuse, and which reaffirns that all human rights and
fundanental freedons are universal and thus unreservedly include persons with
di sabilities,

Taking note of the work carried out by:

(a) The Committee on the R ghts of the Child,

(b) The United Nations Children's Fund;

(c) The Speci al Rapporteur of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;

(d) The expert appointed by the Secretary-CGeneral to undertake a study
on the inpact of arned conflict on children;

(e) The working groups on draft optional protocols to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, one relating to the involvenent of children in
armed conflict, and one relating to the sale of children, child prostitution
and child pornography;

(f) QG her relevant bodies and organi zati ons of the United Nations
system regi onal organizations, intergovernmental and non-government a
organi zations and institutions for the pronotion and protection of the rights
of the child, and encouragi ng the establishnment of bodies and institutions,
bot h governmental and non-governnmental, to nmonitor, carry out or support
activities in favour of children

Prof oundly concerned that the situation of children in many parts of the

world remains critical as a result of poverty, inadequate social and econom c
conditions, natural disasters, armed conflicts, displacenent, econom c and
sexual exploitation, illiteracy, hunger, intolerance and disability, and

i nadequat e | egal protection, and convinced that urgent and effective nationa
and international action is called for,

Recogni zing that |egislation alone is not enough to prevent violations
of the rights of the child, that stronger political coonmtment is needed and
that CGovernnents should inplement their | aws and conpl enent | egislative
neasures with effective action, inter alia in the fields of |aw enforcenent
and in the admnistration of justice, and in social, educational and public

heal t h programres,
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Recommendi ng_ that within their nandates, all relevant human rights

mechani sns and all other rel evant organs and nechani sns of the United Nations
system and the supervisory bodi es of the specialized agencies pay attention to
particul ar situations in which children are in danger and where their rights
are violated and that they take into account the work of the Conmittee on the
Rights of the Child,

Reaffirmng that the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration in all actions concerning children,

|

| npl enentation of the Convention on the Rghts of the Child

1. V| cones :

(a) The nearly universal ratification of and accession by States to
the Convention on the Rghts of the Child, and urges those States that have
not yet done so to sign and ratify or accede to the Convention as a natter of
priority;

(b) The constructive role of the Commttee on the Rghts of the Child
in creating awareness of the principles and provisions of the Convention and
in providing recomrendations to States parties on its inplenentation;

2. Calls upon States parties:

(a) To inplement fully the Convention, to cooperate closely with the
Commttee on the Rghts of the Child and to conply in a tinmely nmanner with
their reporting obligations under the Convention, in accordance with the
gui del i nes el aborated by the Conmittee;

(b) To withdraw reservations inconpatible with the object and purpose
of the Convention and to consider review ng other reservations;

(c) To accept the anendment to paragraph 2 of article 43 of the
Convention, which would increase the nmenbership of the Commttee on the R ghts
of the Child from10 to 18 experts;

(d) And organs and bodies of the United Nations, within the scope of
their respective mandates, as well as intergovernnental and non-gover nnent al
organi zations, the nedia and the community at |arge, to make the principles

and provisions of the Convention w dely known to adults and children alike in
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accordance with article 42 and to encourage training on the rights of the
child for those involved in activities concerning children, for exanple

t hrough the programme of advisory services and technical cooperation in the
field of human rights;

3. Decides, with regard to the Committee on the Rights of the Child:

(a) To request the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure the provision of
appropriate staff and facilities for the effective and expediti ous perfornance
of the functions of the Coomttee, while noting the Plan of Action of the H gh
Conmi ssioner for Human R ghts to strengthen the inplenentation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,;

(b) To encourage the Commttee, in nonitoring the inplenentation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, to continue to pay attention to the
needs of children in especially difficult circunstances, including children
with disabilities, and wel comes its decision to devote its next General
Di scussion to the rights of disabled children;

Il
The girl child

4. Reaffirnms the fundanental principle set forth in the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action and in the Beijing Declaration and
Platformfor Action that the human rights of wonen and girls are an
inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights;

5. Calls upon all States:

(a) To take all necessary nmeasures and to institute legal refornms to
ensure the full and equal enjoynent by girls of all human rights and
fundanental freedons, and to take effective action against violations of those
rights and freedons;

(b) And international and non-governnental organizations, individually
and col lectively, to set goals and to devel op and effectively inpl enent
gender-sensitive strategies to address the rights and needs of children, in
accordance with the Convention on the Rghts of the Child, and to take into
account the rights and particular needs of girls, especially in education,
health and nutrition, and to elinm nate negative cultural attitudes and
practices against girls;

(c) To elimnate all fornms of discrimnation against girls and the

root causes of son preference, which result in harnful and unet hical
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practices, inter alia by enacting and enforcing |egislation protecting girls

fromviol ence, including femal e infanticide and prenatal sex sel ection,

genital nutilation, incest, sexual abuse and exploitation, and by devel opi ng

age-appropriate, safe and confidential programres and nedical, social and

psychol ogi cal support services to assist girls who are subjected to viol ence;
111

Prevention and eradication of the sale of children, and
of their sexual exploitation and abuse, including child
prostitution and child pornography

6. V| cones :

(a) The report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography (E CN 4/1997/95 and Add. 1-2);

(b) The report of the working group on the question of a draft
opti onal protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography on its third session
(E/ ON 4/ 1997/ 97) ;

(c) The neasures taken by CGovernnents to inplement the Programe of
Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and
Chi | d Por nogr aphy;

(d) The adoption and di ssem nation of the Declaration and Agenda for
Action of the Wrld Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of
Children (see A/ 51/385);

7. Calls upon all States:

(a) To urgently devel op, inplenent and enforce measures to elimnate
the sale of children and their sexual exploitation, inter alia through child
sex tourismand other forns of child prostitution and child pornography,

i ncl uding measures in line with the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action
and with those outlined in the Declarati on and Agenda for Action of the Wrld
Congress agai nst Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children;

(b) To participate constructively in the negotiati ons on an opti onal
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography with the aimof an early agreenent on
the text;

(c) To crimnalize effectively comrercial and all other forns of
sexual exploitation of children, while ensuring that child victins are not

penal i zed for such practices, and to prosecute offenders, whether |ocal or
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foreign, and to ensure that a person who exploits a child for sexual abuse in
anot her country is prosecuted by conpetent national authorities, either in the
of fender's country of origin or in the destination country;

(d) To step up cooperation and concerted action by all relevant | aw
enforcenent authorities and institutions with a viewto conbating the
exi stence of a market that encourages such crimnal practices against children
and dismantling national and international networks trafficking in children;

(e) And rel evant United Nations bodies and agencies to allocate
resources for conprehensive and gender-sensitive programmes to rehabilitate
child victins of trafficking and all forns of sexual exploitation and abuse,
and to pronmote their physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and soci al
rei ntegration;

(f) To work towards strengtheni ng partnershi ps between Governnents,

i nternational organizations and all sectors of civil society, particularly
non-gover nment al organi zations, in order to achieve these objectives, and
wel comes the efforts already nade in this respect;

(9) To cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur and to furnish
all information requested, including by inviting her for country visits;

8. Decides, with regard to the Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography:

(a) To request the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary assistance and to urge all relevant parts of the
United Nations systemto provide the Special Rapporteur with conprehensive
reporting to make the full discharge of her nandate possible and to enabl e her
to submt an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session and a report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session;

(b) To invite the Special Rapporteur to continue to cooperate closely
with other relevant United Nations organs and bodies and to convey her
findings to the Comm ssion on Human Rights;

9. Decides, with regard to the question of a draft optional protocol
to the Convention on the Rghts of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography:

(a) To request the Secretary-CGeneral to transmt the report of the
wor ki ng group on the question of a draft optional protocol to Governnents,

rel evant specialized agencies, the Commttee on the Rghts of the Child, the
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rel evant Speci al Rapporteur and intergovernnental and non-government a
organi zations and to invite their comments in time for circulation prior to
the next session of the working group, and invites the Conmttee on the R ghts
of the Child to consider being represented and the Special Rapporteur to
consi der being present at the next session of the working group

(b) To request the working group on the question of a draft optiona
protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography to
nmeet for a period of two weeks, or less if possible, prior to the next session
of the Commission, in order to finalize the draft optional protocol before the
tenth anni versary of the Convention on the R ghts of the Child;

IV
Protection of children affected by arnmed conflict
10. V| cones :

(a) The final report of the expert appointed by the Secretary-CGeneral
to undertake a study on the inpact of armed conflict on children (A 51/306 and
Add. 1), takes note with appreciation of the recommendati ons included therein,
and requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure its w de di ssem nation;

(b) The reconmmendati on by the General Assenbly to the
Secretary-CGeneral to appoint a special representative on the inpact of arnmed
conflict on children and to ensure the necessary support to the prospective
special representative

(c) The report of the working group on a draft optional protocol to
the Convention on the R ghts of the Child on the invol verent of children in
armed conflict onits third session (E/ ON 4/1997/96);

11. Calls upon all States:

(a) To consi der acceding to relevant international human rights and
humani tarian | aw i nstrunents, and urges themto inplenment those instruments to
which they are parties;

(b) To participate constructively in the negotiations on an opti ona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the invol venent of
children in armed conflict with the aimof an early agreement on the text;

(c) In accordance with the norns of international humanitarian law, to
integrate in their mlitary programmes, including those for peacekeeping
instruction on responsibilities towards the civilian population, particularly

wonen and chil dren
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(d) And rel evant United Nations bodies, including the United Nations
Vol untary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mne O earance, to contribute on an
ongoi ng basis to international mne clearance efforts and urges States to take
further action to pronote gender- and age-appropriate m ne-awareness
programres and child-centred rehabilitation, thereby reducing the nunber and
the plight of child victins, and wel cones international efforts ainmed at
restricting and prohibiting the indiscrimnate use of anti-personnel m nes;

12. Calls upon all States and other parties to arnmed conflict:

(a) To respect international humanitarian |aw and, in this regard,
calls upon States parties to respect fully the provisions of the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Additional protocols thereto of 1977,
while bearing in mnd resolution 2 of the twenty-sixth |International
Conference of the Red Ooss and Red Crescent, and to respect the provisions of
the Convention on the R ghts of the Child which accord children affected by
armed conflict special protection and treatnent;

(b) To end the use of children as soldiers and to ensure their
denobi l i zation as well as the reintegration into society of child soldiers,
child victins in cases of arned conflict or foreign occupation, including
victinms of |and-mnes and all other weapons, and victins of gender-based
violence, inter alia, through adequate education and training, and invites the
international community to assist in this endeavour

(c) As well as United Nations agencies to ensure access of
humani tari an ai d and assistance to children affected by arned conflicts;

13. Reaffirms :

(a) That rape in the conduct of armed conflict constitutes a war crine
and that under certain circunstances it constitutes a crime agai nst humanity
and an act of genocide, and calls upon all States to protect wonen and
children from gender-based vi ol ence, including rape, sexual exploitation and
forced pregnancy, and to strengthen nechanisns to investigate and prosecute
perpetrators;

(b) That all hurmanitarian responses in conflict situations should
enphasi ze the special reproductive health needs of wonen and girls, including
those that arise frompregnancy as a result of rape, sexual nutilation
childbirth at an early age or infection with sexually transmtted di seases, as

well as H V/ AIDS and access to fam |y planni ng services;
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(c) The inportance of preventive neasures such as earl y-warning
systens, preventive diplonacy and education for peace to prevent conflicts and
their negative inpact on the enjoynment of the rights of the child, and urges
Covernnents and the international community to pronote sustainabl e human
devel opnent ;

(d) The inportance of special attention for children in situations of
armed conflict, including in the areas of health and nutrition, education and
social reintegration, in devel opi ng energency and ot her humanitarian
assi stance policies and programmes and of enhanced coordinati on and
cooperation throughout the United Nations systemto this end;

(e) Its support for the recommendati ons of the General Assenbly and
the Internati onal Conference of the Red Ooss and Red O escent concerning the
assessnent and nonitoring of the consequences of sanctions upon children, as
wel | as those concerning humanitarian reli ef;

14, Decides, with regard to the draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of children in arned
conflict:

(a) To request the Secretary-CGeneral to transmt the report of the
wor ki ng group on this draft optional protocol to CGovernnents, relevant
Uni ted Nations bodi es and specialized agencies, the Conmittee on the R ghts of
the Child, the prospective special representative on the inpact of arned
conflict on children and intergovernnmental and non-governmental organi zations,
and to invite their comrents in time for circulation prior to the next session
of the working group, and invites the International Committee of the Red O oss
and the Committee on the Rghts of the Child to consider being represented and
the prospective special representative to consider being present at the next
session of the working group on a draft optional protocol on the invol venent
of children in arned conflict;

(b) To request the working group on a draft optional protocol on the
i nvol verent of children in armed conflict to neet for a period of two weeks,
or less if possible, prior to the next session of the Conmission in order to
finalize the draft optional protocol

(c) To request the Secretary-Ceneral, in cooperation with States

i nternational organi zations and rel evant non-governnmental organi zations to
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consi der nodalities for organizing regional training programres for nenbers of
the armed forces relating to the protection of children and wonen during armned
conflicts;

15. Decides, with regard to the prospective special representative of
the Secretary-Ceneral on the inpact of arned conflict on children, to invite
Menmber States, United Nations organs and bodies, the International Conmttee
of the Red Oross as well as other rel evant intergovernnental and
non-gover nmental organi zations to contribute to the work of the specia
representative, including his/her annual report;

V
Ref ugee and internally displaced children

16. Calls upon all States:
(a) To protect refugee and internally displaced children, including

through policies for their care, well-being and devel opnent, with the
necessary internati onal cooperation, in particular with the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations Children's
Fund and the International Committee of the Red O oss;

(b) And United Nations bodies and agencies to ensure the early
identification and registration of unacconpani ed refugee and internally
di spl aced children, to give priority to programres for famly tracing and
reunification, and to continue nmonitoring the care arrangenents for
unacconpani ed refugee and internally displaced children

(c) And other parties to arned conflicts to recognize the particul ar
vul nerability of refugee and internally displaced children to recruitnent into
arnmed forces and to sexual violence, exploitation and abuse, stresses the
special vulnerability of child-headed househol ds and cal | s upon Governnents
and United Nations bodies to give these situations urgent attention and to
enhance protection and assi stance nechani sirs;

(d) To invol ve wonen and youth in the design, delivery and nonitoring
of measures to protect them against sexual violence and recruitnent of

children into arned forces
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Vi
Elimnation of exploitation of child [abour
17. V| cones :
(a) Recent studies and reports by the United Nations Children's Fund

and the Internati onal Labour Organization on child | abour;

(b) The neasures taken by Covernnents to elimnate the exploitati on of
child | abour, while recalling the Programme of Action for the Elimnation of
the Exploitation of Child Labour, and calls upon relevant United Nations
agencies, in particular the United Nations Children's Fund and the
I nternational Labour O ganization, to continue to support national efforts in
this regard,;

(c) The governmental initiatives to convene international conferences
on various forms of child I abour, such as the ones held in Arsterdam the
Net herl ands, in February 1997 and in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, in
March 1997 and the ones to be convened in Cartagena, Col onbia, in My 1997 and
in Gslo, Norway, in Cctober 1997;

(d) The efforts by the Commttee on the Rghts of the Child in the
area of child |abour, takes note of its recomrendations and encourages the
Commttee as well as other relevant human rights treaty bodies, within their
respecti ve mandates, to continue to nonitor this grow ng probl emwhen
exam ning reports of States parti es;

18. Calls upon all States:

(a) That have not yet done so to consider ratifying the conventions of
the International Labour Organization relating to the elimnation of the
exploitation of child labour, in particular those concerning the abolition of
forced | abour and the m ninum age for enpl oyment, including for particularly
hazardous work for children, and to inplenent those conventions, and urges
them as a natter of priority, to elinmnate all extreme forns of child |abour,
such as forced | abour, bonded | abour and other forns of slavery;

(b) To take the necessary legislative, admnistrative, social and
educati onal neasures to provide for a mnimumage or nini num ages for
adm ssion to enpl oynent, appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of
enpl oynent, and appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure their

effective enforcenent and to ensure the protection of children from econom c
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exploitation, in particular protection fromperformng any work that is likely
to be hazardous or to interfere with the child s education, or harnful to the
child s health or devel oprent;

(c) Inline with internati onal conmmtnments made at the World Summit
for Social Devel opnent and other relevant United Nations conferences, to set
specific target dates for elimnating all forns of child |abour that are
contrary to accepted international standards and for ensuring the ful
enforcenent of relevant existing | aws and, where appropriate, enacting
| egi sl ati on necessary to inplenent their obligations under the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and International Labour O ganization standards
ensuring the protection of working children;

(d) To translate into concrete action their commtrment to the
progressive and effective elimnation of all fornms of exploitative child
| abour, starting with its nost intolerable forns, and to inplenent,
inter alia, national action plans, the resolution on the elimnation of
child I abour adopted by the International Labour Conference at its
eighty-third session in 1996 and other relevant resol utions on the subject
adopted by the General Assenbly and the Conm ssion on Human R ghts

(e) To support the proposed drafting by the International Labour
O gani zation of an instrunment ainmed at eradicating the nost intol erable forns
of child | abour;

(f) To recogni ze the right to education by naking primary education
conpul sory and ensuring that all children have access to free prinary
education as a key strategy to prevent child | abour;

(9) To systematical ly assess and exam ne, in close cooperation with
i nternati onal organizations such as the International Labour O ganization and
the United Nations Children's Fund, the magnitude, nature and causes of the
exploitation of child Iabour, and to devel op and i npl enent strategies for
conbating these practices, including attention to specific dangers faced by
girls;

(h) To strengthen internati onal cooperation, inter alia, through the
United Nations programme of advisory services in the field of human rights,
the International Programre on the Eimnation of Child Labour of the

I nternational Labour O ganization and activities of the United Nations



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 102/ Rev. 1
page 13

Children's Fund, as a means of assisting Covernnments in preventing or
conbating violations of the rights of the child, including the exploitation of
child | abour;

19. Decides to request the Secretary-Ceneral, when reporting on the
i npl enent ation of General Assenbly resolution 51/77, to cooperate closely with
rel evant actors and United Nati ons specialized agencies, in particular the
International Labour O ganization and the United Nations Children's Fund, in
order to provide information on initiatives aimed at elimnating the
exploitation of child | abour and to recommend ways and neans to inprove
cooperation at the national and international levels in this field;

\VN

The plight of street children

20. Calls upon :

(a) Al States, while expressing grave concern at the grow ng nunber
of incidents worldw de and at reports of children working or living on the
street being involved in and affected by serious crine, drug abuse, violence
and prostitution, to continue actively to seek conprehensive solutions to the
probl ens of children on the street, while enphasizing that strict conpliance
with obligations under relevant international human rights instrunents,

i ncl udi ng the Convention on the Rights of the Child, constitutes a significant
step towards solving the problens of street children

(b) Al States to ensure the reintegration of street children into
society and to provide, inter alia, adequate nutrition, shelter, health care
and education, taking into account that such children are particularly
vulnerable to all forns of abuse, exploitation and negl ect, and encourages
States to take the situation of street children fully into account in
preparing their reports to the Commttee on the Rights of the Child;

(c) Al States to guarantee respect for all human rights and
fundanental freedons, particularly the right tolife, and to take urgent and
effective neasures to prevent the killing of street children and to conbat
torture and viol ence against them and to ensure that legal and juridica
processes respect children's rights in order to protect themagainst arbitrary
deprivation of liberty, maltreatment or abuse;

(d) The internati onal conmmunity to support, through effective

i nternational cooperation, the efforts of States to inprove the situation of
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children in need of special protection neasures, including in urban

settlements in accordance with the Habitat Agenda adopted at the

Uni ted Nations Conference on Hunan Settlenents, held in Istanbul in June 1996;
VI

21. Deci des :

(a) To request the Secretary-General to follow up the reconrendation
by the General Assenbly to appoint for a period of three years a specia
representative on the inpact of arned conflict on children

(b) Al'so to request the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Conmi ssion
at its fifty-fourth session a report on the status of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child;

(c) To continue its consideration of the question at its

fifty-fourth session under the agenda itementitled “Ri ghts of the child”



