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PREPARATI ONS FOR THE SPECI AL SESSI ON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AN OVERALL REVI EW AND APPRAI SAL OF THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF AGENDA 21

Contribution of the Conference of the Parties to the United
Nati ons Franmework Convention on dinmate Change

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral

The Secretary-CGeneral has the honour to transmit to the Conmm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent, pursuant to General Assenbly resolution 50/113, the
contribution of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Franework
Convention on Cimte Change. The report will also be nmade available to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its special session.
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Annex

CONTRI BUTI ON ON THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE UNI TED
NATI ONS FRAMEWCORK CONVENTI ON ON CLI MATE CHANGE

1. The United Nations Franmework Convention on Cimate Change (UNFCCC), which
was adopted in 1992, has received 165 instrunents of ratification or accession
assuring al nost universal menbership of States.

2. The Convention was one of the key outconmes of the United Nations Conference
on Environnment and Devel opment (UNCED), and its objectives have a cl ose
relationship to the goals of sustainable developnent. It has |inkages to the
framewor k of Agenda 21, with relation to energy, transport, industry,
agriculture, forests, water and waste managenent.

3. An inportant element in the global effort to address climate change and its
i npacts is the open exchange of information on the inplenentation of comitnents
of Parties under the Convention. This also contributes to devel opi ng

i nternational debate on longer-termtrends in consunption and production
patterns, in accordance with Agenda 21. National comunications are subnitted
so that Parties informeach other of how they are neeting their commtments
under the Convention and describe their climate change programmes and how t hese
programes will affect greenhouse gas emi ssions and sinks by the year 2000.

4. In addition, the UNFCCC secretariat is mandated by the Parties to the
Convention to prepare a conpilation and synthesis of the national communications
for consideration by them A second such conpilation and synthesis was
submtted to the second session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) in which
it considered the national communications of 33 Annex | Parties. The document
provi des an overview of the inplenentation of the Convention by reporting
Parties, noting trends and patterns, areas of convergence and di vergence, data
gaps and ot her appropriate conclusions, including the overall effects of
policies and nmeasures. It denpbnstrated that while Annex | Parties are
fulfilling their commtments to the inplenentation of national policies and
neasures on the mtigation of climte change, they need to nake additiona
efforts to overcone difficulties that they face in achieving the ai m of
returning their em ssions of greenhouse gases to 1990 | evels by the year 2000.

5. Another link to furthering the goals of sustainable devel opnment is the work
of the Intergovernnmental Panel on dinmate Change (I PCC), whose Second Assessnent
Report is considered to be the nost conprehensive and authoritative assessnent
now avail abl e of the scientific and technical information regarding gl oba
climate change. The IPCC has now initiated steps towards preparation of its
Third Assessnment Report to develop a better objective scientific understanding
of issues related to climate change, its inpacts and possible response options.
This report is expected to enhance the fornulation of climte change policies in
the context of sustainable devel opnent.
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6. New i nitiatives for cooperative inplenentation, including technol ogy
transfer and diffusion, between all Parties to the Convention and with the najor
groups in civil society are also being explored by the Parties of the UNFCCC
Through these |inkages the key thenes of Agenda 21 pertaining to integrated
pol i cy devel opnent, citizen participation in decision-nmaking, institutional and
human capacity-buil ding and gl obal partnerships involving many stakehol ders, are
bei ng addressed by the UNFCCC

7. The UNFCCC has al so taken first steps to deal with the continued rise of
em ssions and concentrations of greenhouse gases. The Berlin Mandate agreed by
the first Conference of the Parties is the basis for considerable efforts under
way in the Ad hoc Goup on the Berlin Mandate (AGBM. The COP, at its second
session, called, inter alia, for acceleration of negotiations of the text of a
protocol, or another legal instrument which would fully enconpass the remt of
the Berlin Mandate. The General Assenbly, at its special session, may wish to
encourage Menber States to agree on a satisfactory result of these negotiations
at the third session of the COP, scheduled to be held in Kyoto in Decenber 1997

8. Steps are being taken by devel oping country Parties to prepare their

initial conmmunication of information related to inplementation. The d oba
Environnent Facility (CGEF), as the interimoperating entity of the financia
nechani sm of the Convention, is supporting devel oping country Parties in

i mpl ementing their commtments by funding enabling activities such as planning
and endogenous capacity-building. The Subsidiary Body for |Inplenentation (SBI)
called on the GEF to provide expeditious and tinely support to these Parties and
initiate work towards a full replenishnment in 1997.

9. Further international action in the inplenentation of Agenda 21 will help
to involve the whole international comunity in pronoting the effective
i mpl ement ation of the United Nations Franework Convention on Cinmate Change.

10. Noting the relevant provisions of Agenda 21 relating to the transfer of
environnental |y sound technol ogy, cooperation and capacity-building, the COP at
its first and second sessions took decisions related to these issues. The
General Assenbly may al so wish to pay special attention to the transfer of

t echnol ogy.



