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  Canada, Colombia and Mexico: draft resolution 
 

  The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice recommends to the 

Economic and Social Council the approval of the following draft resolution for 

adoption by the General Assembly: 

 

 

  Restorative justice in criminal matters  
 

 

  The General Assembly, 

  Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1999/26 of 28 July 1999, 

entitled “Development and implementation of mediation and restorative justice 

measures in criminal justice”, in which the Council recommended to the Commission 

on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice that it consider the desirability of 

formulating United Nations standards in the field of mediation and restorative justice,  

  Recalling also Council resolutions 2000/14 of 27 July 2000 and 2002/12 of  

24 July 2002, both entitled “Basic principles on the use of restorative justice 

programmes in criminal matters”,  

  Bearing in mind the Handbook on Restorative Justice Programmes  prepared in 

2006 by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 1 which provides an overview 

of key considerations in the implementation of participatory responses to  crime based 

on a restorative justice approach, and noting the need to reflect recent advances and 

other innovative approaches developed in that field,  

  Taking into account the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of 

Crime and Abuse of Power,2  

  Recalling its resolution 61/295 of 13 September 2007, entitled “United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”,  

  Recalling also its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming 

our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, which includes, under 

Sustainable Development Goal 16, the commitment to promote peaceful and inclusive 

__________________ 

 * E/CN.15/2018/1. 
 1 Criminal Justice Handbook Series (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.06.V.15).  
 2 General Assembly resolution 40/34, annex. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/61/295
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
http://www.undocs.org/E/CN.15/2018/1
http://undocs.org/A/RES/40/34
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societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build 

effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels, and the target of ensuring 

responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels, 

  Recalling further its resolution 70/174 of 17 December 2015, entitled 

“Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice ”, in 

which it endorsed the Doha Declaration on Integrating Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice into the Wider United Nations Agenda to Address Social and Economic 

Challenges and to Promote the Rule of Law at the National and International Levels, 

and Public Participation, in which Heads of State and Government, ministers and 

representatives of Member States had affirmed their endeavour, inter alia, to  

review or reform their restorative justice and other processes in support of  

successful reintegration, 

  Reaffirming the commitment expressed by Member States in the Doha 

Declaration to integrate child- and youth-related issues into their criminal justice 

reform efforts, as well as their endeavour to mainstream a gender perspective into 

their criminal justice systems by developing and implementing national strategies and 

plans and to promote gender-specific measures as an integral part of their policies on 

crime prevention, criminal justice and the treatment of offenders, including the 

rehabilitation and reintegration of women offenders into society, 

  Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 2016/17 of 26 July 2016, 

entitled “Restorative justice in criminal matters”, in which the Council requested the 

Secretary-General to convene a meeting of restorative justice experts to review the 

use and application of the basic principles on the use of restorative justice 

programmes in criminal matters as well as new developments and innovative 

approaches in the area of restorative justice,  

  Reaffirming resolution 26/3 of 26 May 2017 of the Commission on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice, in which the Commission called upon Member 

States to continue to appropriately mainstream a gender perspective into their criminal 

justice systems and into efforts to prevent and combat crime, including transnational 

organized crime, including by developing and implementing national criminal justice 

legislation, policies and programmes that took into account the important role and 

specific needs of women and girls and by promoting gender-specific measures in 

crime prevention and protection policies,  

  Bearing in mind other recent developments in the area, including the 2017 draft 

recommendation concerning restorative justice in criminal matters of the Committee 

of Ministers of the Council of Europe,  

  Reaffirming the shared commitment to universal respect for and observance o f 

all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and recognizing that restorative justice 

processes can be adapted to established criminal justice systems and complement 

those systems, taking into account legal, social, economic and cultural circumstances,  

  Recognizing the need to ensure that restorative justice processes are  

gender-sensitive and uphold the rule of law,  

  Recognizing also that restorative justice has shown promising results with 

respect to a broad range of situations, including serious crimes, cases involving a large 

number of victims and offenders, historic, systemic or institutionalized abuse and 

human rights violations, crime prevention, reintegration, and addressing harm and 

conflict in other systems and settings, such as schools and communities, 

  Recognizing further that restorative justice is one of the guiding paradigms of 

transitional justice, which is aimed at ensuring accountability, serving justice and 

achieving reconciliation, while taking into account the need to protect the right of 

victims to seek reparation, 

  Taking into account that restorative justice processes, such as victim-offender 

mediation, community and family group conferencing, circle sentencing, 

peacemaking and truth and reconciliation commissions, can contribute to a wide range 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/174
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of beneficial outcomes, including redressing the harm done to the victims, holding 

offenders accountable for their actions and engaging the community in the resolution 

of conflict, 

  1. Welcomes with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General on the 

outcome of the expert group meeting on restorative justice in criminal matters, held 

in Ottawa from 22 to 24 November 20173 to review the use and application of the 

basic principles on the use of restorative justice programmes in criminal matters4 as 

well as new developments and innovative approaches in the area of restorative justice;  

  2. Expresses its gratitude to the Government of Canada for its financial 

support to the expert group meeting on restorative justice in criminal matters and to 

the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime for convening the meeting;  

  3. Encourages Member States to promote and increase the use of restorative 

justice in criminal matters at all stages of the criminal justice system and to strengthen  

the quality of practice in accordance with recognized values, principles and guidelines 

on restorative justice, including by applying the basic principles on the use of 

restorative justice programmes in criminal matters;  

  4. Calls upon Member States to promote the management and resolution of 

social conflict through dialogue and mechanisms of community participation, 

including by raising public awareness, preventing victimization, increasing 

cooperation between the public, competent authorities and civil society, and 

promoting restorative justice;  

  5. Encourages Member States to develop legislative and policy frameworks 

that prevent individuals from becoming unnecessarily involved in the criminal justice 

system and to facilitate access and support to restorative justice programmes, bearing 

in mind the need to ensure that the different systems and sectors work in a 

collaborative manner; 

  6. Invites Member States to consider, when developing restorative justice 

programmes, issues such as social inclusion, the strengthening of the social fabric, 

access to justice, social reintegration of offenders and access to health and education 

services, to consider the needs of victims of crime when developing those 

programmes, and to promote a culture of lawfulness and the well-being of individuals, 

with a particular emphasis on children and youth;  

  7. Also invites Member States to develop and implement restorative justice 

services and programmes in the area of juvenile justice, bearing in mind the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child,5 as well as relevant norms and standards in 

the area of juvenile justice; 

  8. Further invites Member States to assist one another in the exchange of 

experiences on restorative justice and in the development and implementation of 

research, training or other programmes and activities to stimulate discussion, 

including through relevant regional initiatives; 

  9. Invites Member States to consider providing technical assistance to 

developing countries and countries with economies in transition, upon request, to 

assist them in the development and implementation of restorative justice progra mmes, 

where appropriate; 

  10. Also invites Member States to support the efforts of States that are carrying 

out transition processes in their endeavour to implement mechanisms of restorative 

justice aimed at protecting the rights of victims of serious violations of human rights 

and international humanitarian law, with a view to strengthening the rule of law and 

contributing to national reconciliation;  

__________________ 

 3 E/CN.15/2018/13.  

 4 Economic and Social Council resolution 2002/12, annex. 
 5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531. 

http://undocs.org/E/CN.15/2018/13
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  11. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, subject to the 

availability of extrabudgetary resources, to develop educational material s and 

practical guidance on restorative justice in criminal matters, including updating its 

Handbook on Restorative Justice Programmes ,1 on topics identified at the expert 

group meeting on restorative justice in criminal matters held in 2017, in consultati on 

with relevant restorative justice experts;  

  12. Also requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, subject  

to the availability of extrabudgetary resources, to offer training and other  

capacity-building opportunities, in particular for practitioners working in the areas of 

crime prevention and criminal justice, and to make available and disseminate 

information on successful restorative justice models and practices, in close 

coordination with the institutes of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal 

justice programme network;  

  13. Further requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, subject 

to the availability of extrabudgetary resources, to continue to provide advisory 

services and technical assistance to Member States, upon request, in the area of 

restorative justice, including restorative juvenile justice;  

  14. Invites the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to 

collaborate with the United Nations mechanisms on indigenous issues, including the 

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples, taking into account the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples,6 in order to closely coordinate their activities relating to 

restorative justice, including the relationship between restorative justice and 

indigenous approaches to justice;  

  15. Also invites the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to 

collaborate with the Human Rights Council on the use and application of restorative 

justice in the context of transitional justice;  

  16. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice, at its twenty-ninth session, on the implementation 

of the present resolution; 

  17. Invites Member States and other donors to provide extrabudgetary 

resources for the purposes described above, in accordance with the rules and 

procedures of the United Nations.  

 

  

__________________ 

 6 General Assembly resolution 61/295, annex. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/61/295

