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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE .DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES Aim PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES .AN1l 
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS .ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 

· Report of the President of the ~~~d Social Council 

1. At its fifty-fifth session) the Eco.'10mic and Social Council adopted 
resolution 1804 (LV) of 7 August 1973 on the item entitled "Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries ru1d Peoples by the 
specialized agencies ru1d the international institutions associated vli th the -
United Nations". By paragraph 6 of that resolution, the Council. requested its 
President to continue consultations on this matter vri th the Chairman of the Sne-cial 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on th€ 
Granting of Independence to Col~riial Countries and Peoples. l/ 
2. At its 946th meeting, on 28 August 1973, the Special Committee adopted a 
resolution on the question, by paragraph 12 of which it requested its Chairman to 
continue his consul tat ions on the item with the President of the Council, '!:./ 
3 • At its tvrenty-eighth se.ssion, the General Assembly adopted resolution 3118 (XXVIII) 
of 12 .December 1973, by paragraph 12 of vlhich it requested the Fx,nomic and Social 
Council to continue to consider, in consultation with the Special Committee, 
appropriate measures for co~ordination of the policies and activities of the 
~pecialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system in 
lmplementing the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly. 

4. Accordingly, the President of the Council and the Chairman of the SpeCial 
Committee held consultations on the question on 13 June 1974, and further consultations 
\·mre held behveen the President of the Council and the Vice-Chairman of the Special 
Committee on 19 July 1974. 

1( Official Records of ' the General Assembly-L ~renty-eighth Session, 
Supplement No.3 -o~.J9oo3-;chap.XXVT,- para~l644T~- ------

?} _!bid.~ Supp}ement No.23 (A/9023/Rev .1, chap. VI, para.l85. 
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5. The President- of the Economic a.nd 'S~cial Council informed the Chairman of the. 
Special Conuni ttee that, in conformity vd_ th :·p?-ragraph 11 of General Assembly · · • . 
resolution. 3118 (XXVIII), the attentigri of tll,e Council me.mb,ers , P,ad .. l;leen draim to the 
diecussions of the Special Conuni ttee and to the relevant doo11.nientatio!l• 2/: T"he . 
President of the Council also informed the Chairman of the Special Committee that the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination had during the past year continued to give 
close attention to the question, !J and that, in the same context, further informal 
consultations betvm"n representatives of the organizations vitf.Un the United Nations 
system · and representatives of the General Secretariat of the Organizatil'ln of African 
Unity ( OAU) had taken place during April and July 197 4, 1.;i th a vie11 to promoting closer 
co-operation in the implementation of the various resolutions 6n decolonization by the 
organizations concerned. _rhe Chairman of the Special ConiJhi t.tee informed the President 
of the Council that similarly, in pursuance of paragraph 5 of Council 
resolution 1804 (LV) of 7 August 1973~ the Special Committee's attention had been 
ctrmm to that resolution .as l·rell as··to~ the discussions leading thereto during the 
Council's fifty-fifth session. ~ The Chairman of the Special Committee also informed 
the President of the Council that the Commi tte.e' at the beginning of the current session 
had re-established · its 1-rorking group on the implementation ' of the Declc>.ration by 
Specialized Agencies and related institutions to follm-1 the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) · and other relevant United Nations resolutions. In 
the light of the positive results of the contacts established in 1973 _-v;i th the 
executive -heads of a number of agencies, the Special Co.rmni ttee through its vrorking · 
group had continued similar consultations dW'ing its cUTrent session. The Special 
Coomittee expected to consider the iten during the second half of August 1974, when 
the report of its working group as Hell as an account of the Council's consideration 
of the related i tern, be caine available. The hro presiding officers felt that the 
continued dialogue betl-reen the United Nations bodies concerned, the executive heads 
of the United rrations family of organizations and OAU had furthered the efforts of the 
international community to speed up the process of decolonization, including the 
extension of assistance to the peoples of colonial territories in Africa and their 
national liberation movements. Accordingly, they considered it desirable that such 
contacts should -be maintained on a regular basis. 

6. Having revie-vred developments concerning the implementation of the above-mentioned 
United Nations rssolutions since July 1973, the presiding officers noted that steady 
progress had been made vri th re spe ct to the provision of assistance to refugees throue;h 
the United Hations High Commissioner for Rehgeea (UJ:J'HCR) in cJ.ose co-operation •ri th a 
number of: organizations in the United Nations system, and 1-ri th the OAU Bureau for the 
Placement and Education of African Refugees (BPEAR). It \oras noted in particular that 
in 1973 UlffiCR projects Hhich involved expenditure amounting to some ~1.6 million, had 
benefited over 580,000 refugees, by fin~cing nrimary and post-primary education, 
promoting rural settlement and providinG me<lic~l, eclucatio:1al and other related 
facilities. In the same context, the tHo presiding officers 1-relcomed the continued 
efforts being made by the SeClretary-Genera.l to strcngth8n the co-ordination of the 
various existing United Nations :rrog:rM.rnes of assistance beneficial to colonial peoples 

2/ Ibid,t (A/9023/Rev.l, chap.VI); A/AC.l09/PV.923 and Corr.l and 2, 
PV.937 and Corr.l, PV.939 ~~d Corr.l, ?V.941 a~d Corr.l~ PV.945 and PV.946. 

:1/ See E/5488 

~ E/AC,24/SR.506-510; E/SR.l876. 
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with projects being carried out under the auspices of UNHCR ru1d BPEAR. The two 
presiding officers also noted the assurances, given by a number of agencies that they 
vrou~d continue to co-operate Hi th the Secretary-General, among other things: by making 
avallable their facilities to assist in the selection, placement ru1d productive . 
employment of beneficiaries of the above-mentioned United Nations.programmes. In the 
opinion of the presiding officers, it was necessary to ensure the closest possible 
co-ordination of all these activities in order to achieve the maximum utilization of 
the limited available resources. For their part, the Governments of the countries of 
residence could facilitate the flou of assistance to refugees from the colonial 
territories by continuing to assign high priority to projects carried out in 
co-operation with the United Nations family of organizations, and aJ.so by according to 
refugees the legal status provided for under the relevant international instruments. 

7. The presiding officers acknovledged that further efforts were being made by some 
of the agencies and organizations concerned to uork out, in collaboration with OAU 
and in close co-operation vith the Governments of a number of the African countries 
adjoining the colonial territories, including the Congo, Guinea, S~negal, 
the United Republic of Tru1zania, Zaire and Zambia, concrete programmes of assistance 
to the peoples of these territories, including the populations in liberated areas and 
their national liberation movements, especially in the broad field of education and 
training. As examples of these efforts they noted that the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UlfESCO) had maintained progress in the provision 
of assistance to liberation movements and colonial peoples financed through its 
regular programme and UNDP as \·r~ll as other extra-budgetary sources. The \vorld Health 
Organization (WIO) was actively engaged in consultations uith UNDP, UNICEF, and 
possible sources of voluntary support, to ensure early implementation of programmes 
of assistance in the health field for.the populations helped by the national liberation 
movements. The ILO was developing a pilot project in southern Tanzania for training 
assistance to peoples of NozbJllbique in co-op~ration vrith FRELIMO, and a number of 
fellm·rs sponsored by OAU vrere being trained at the International Centre for Advanced 
'l'eclmical and Vocational 'l'raining at Turin. FAO Has continuing to 1vork towards the 
establishment of an agricultural training component vii thin the framevrork of the 
Hozambique Institute in Tanzania, lrhich had been envisaged since September 1971. 
UNHCR had proposed to incorporate into its regular assistance programme aid to 
refugees through institutions linked '"i th the national liberation movements. 

8. The two presiding officers took note of the decision tru<en by the Governing 
Coun0il of the UND ... at its seventeenth sesdon, in response to paragraph 4(d) of 
General Aosenilily resolution 3118 (L~VIII), to waive counterpart obligations normally 
required of sponsoring Governments in respect of projects beneficial to colonial 
peoples. They Helcomed the comprehenGive decision adopted by the UNDP Governing 
Council at its eighteenth session, according to 11hich assistance would be financed 
from the UNDP programme reserve and also from a trust fund to be established for the 
purpose. They noted Hi th appreciation that the ,,wp had ber;un to implement, in 
accordance vri th a decision of its inter-Governmental Committee, an interim programme 
cf assistance, including tvJO food aid projects in Angola and Nozambique, valued at 
over three million dollars on an emergency or quasi emergency basin. They also noted 
that the UNICEF Executive Board_ had approved tHo projects involving assistance in the 
fields of health, sanitation, education and uelfare, each totalling ~~500,000 extending 
over several years . They >vere in agreement that, in the continuation of the 
consultations initiated betlifeen OAU and the Horld Bank, all practical means should be 
explored by the Bank to assist the Governments concerned in supporting projects that 
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1-rould be beneficial to the peoples of the colonial territories. 'I'hey commended the 
arrangements that had been made by one or tvro agencies fm~ additional financing from 
extra-budgetary sources, including Ii'unds-in-Trtu::t, and expressed the hope that other 
organizations might consider making similar arrangements. 

9. The tl.w presiding officers agreed that thr, measures so far taken by some of the 
organizations within the United 1Tation3 system .for the provision of assistance to 
the colonial peoplc·s represented only a lir-i ted, although cen']rally positive response 
to pertinent United Uations resolutions: it uas to be borne in mind that the needs 
\vere great and that, of the 28 million p8ople still living under colonial rule, there 
Here nearly 18 million people i:a Southel'n Africa. They expressed the hope that the 
organizations concerned as Hell as all Governments ivould intensify their efforts to 
assist or continue to aosist the colonial peoples, particularly thooe living in that 
part of the continent. 

10. As regards the implementation of :)aragraph 7 of resolution 3118 (XXVIII) concerning 
the representation of the colonial territories in Africa by their national liberation 
mover:1ents, at relevant meetings of tho specialized agencies, the t;ro presiding 
officers noted vri th satisfaction that, in addition to the action taken by UNESCO end 
IIJO, several agencies and organize.. tions had adopted measures ':Ti th a vie1-1 to permitting 
representatives of the liberation moveL'1ents concerned in such meetings; these 
included FAO, l.JIIO, the International 'l'decommw1ication Union (ITU), the 
Inter-Governmental Naritime Consultative Orgc.nization (HICO), the Universal Postal 
Union (UFU), the Hcrld Neteorological Organization (1:11'10), UlffiP and wFP. The President 
of the Council dre\·! attention to ths decisions of the Council adopted at its 
fifty-sixth session by Hhich the Council h2.d a:nanged for ~he participation of 
re:presentati ves of the national liberation ;:10vements in the Hork of the Horld 
Population Conference, to be held at Buch2..rest in August, :md the vlorld Food 
Conference, to be held at Rome in November 1974. The Chc:irman of the Special 
Committee mentioned that representatives of the national liberation movements had 
participated in th8 Diplomatic Con.fenmce on reaffil'I"lation and developreent of 
international hllr:lani tarian lc\.H applicable in a1'r:1ed conflicts, held at Geneva in 
February/I1arch 197'1-· The tHo presilling officers welcomecl these developments and 
hoped that those organizations which bad yet to comply fully v.'i th the relevant 
provisions of resolution 3118 (XXVIII) Hculd proeeerl in consultation with OAU to 
enable the national libGration movements to p.:1rtieipate in thP. rPlevant proceedine;s 
of conferences, mef'tinga or ceminars held 1111dcr their auspices. 

11. The Chairman of the Special Corn.rni ttee noted tl1a t sever:ll 2,gencies had taken 
further stepc to discontinue all m.1p:pm:t to and Hi thho~.d financial, economic, 
teclmical and other assistance from the Govern;nent s of Portue;al .1nd South Africa and. 
from the illegal racist .rninori ty regime in Southoru Rhodesia. until the~r renounced 
thei.r policies of colonial and rn.ci2.J. domi:c.ation o!: the Afric.tm. :peoples concerned. 
Iio aJ. s o ncted that several othel' at;cnr~ies h:tl:. in prac tic8 a3.opt ed the position of 
non-co-operation vrith these r·SgimGG i~1 r:a~~e:;:>n of' :12Gist.'l,:1cc. although they had not 
taken formal decisions to sever relations oT niscontinue coliaboration Hith them. 
The President of the Council noted ·~,hat the deler;ation of tlH~ Governn1ent of Portugal 
to the recent UPU Congress l-ead m2Jie a statemc.mt befol'C the Congress in 'IIhich VTere 
outlined th~ main guidelines of Portugal'~ ne1v for E: if,11 policy including: (a) its 
profound desire for international co-o:peration uith all countries Hithout any 
distinction; (b) absolute res11ect fer th8 principles er:1borlied in the Charter of -'cha 
United Nations and the Universal })eclarr.t tion of Huma.11 R::_ghts; and (c) acce11tance of 
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self-determination 1vi th all its consequences as a means of solving the colonial 
problem. The Chairman of the Special Committee observed that lvhile the situation 
in Portugal had continued to evolve, pressure should be exert~d on the netv Government 
to reverse completely the policies of the previous regime vis-a-vis the colonial 
territories under its domination. The President of the Council and the Chairman of 
the Special Committee noted that the nevr Government of Portugal had not yet officially 
indicated its acceptance of, inter alia, the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, The Chairman of the Special Committee 
fel·c that the Uni teJ. Nations system of org&lizations should ccntinue to be guided 
hy the relevant provisions of resolution 3118 (XXVIII), in particular paragraph 6 
·Ghereof. 

12. With reference to Council resolution 1740 (LIV) of 4 May 1973, in which the 
Council hE.d requested its C~wmittee on Non-Goverlli~ental Organizations to explore ways 
, ~ .,.-:..f7ging non-governmental organizations actively in the implementation of the 
Declaration, the Chairman of the Special Committee stated that, while several of the 
orLm1izations in consultative status had continued to assist in the efforts of the 
United Nations in the field of decolonization, many of them had yet to extend their 
co--operation in that regard. As those agencies &'ld organizations vlhich had taken part 
i;-: the International Conference of Experts for the Support of Victims of Colonialism 
a:.1.d Apartheid in Southern Africa, held at Oslo in April 1973, 1-.rere fully al·rare, 
several non-governmental organizations had long been making active contributions to 
the process of decolonization, by extending direct financial assistance to the 
r.ational liberation movements and/or by disseminating information on decolonization. 
The t;·ro presiding officers 1-rere of the vie-vr that the Council might wish to consider 
reiterating its call on its Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to intensify· 
its efforts to enlist the support of all non-governmental organizations within its 
:;;Yu.r:ieu in the implementation of the Declaration. 

J..3. Noting that the matters raised in the foregoing report vmuld require continuous 
review by the Economic and Social Council and by the Special Committee, the hvo 
presiding officers agreed that, subject to any directives lvhich the General Assembly 
:,,J.g~1t give at its t-vmnty-ninth session anC' in conformity with such decisions as might 
be taken by the Council and the Special Co!runittee, they should maintain close contact 
Hith each other on the question. 




