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THE INTHRWATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UINITED NATIONS

Rewort_of the Choirmen ol the Co-ordination Committlee

1. At ite [ifty--third ceassion, the Economic and Social Council, Wy adopting

cesolution 172C (LITL) of 20 July 1972, encorsed the observetions and suggestions
contrined in the revort of its President on the item (E/5187). One of these suggestions
ves te the eficet thot, suided by cuch decisions as might be token by the Council, the
cpecial Commitlec on ihe Hituation with ve:ard to the lmplemcatrtion of the Declaration
on tue Crantivg of inde,endonce to Colonial Countries and Peonles and the Ceneral
Assewbly ot its tveaty-seventh scrsion, ilie President of the Council and the Choirman

oF the Specicl Comailiee shovld maintain contact with each other on the auestion.

4. A ite 586th nectin,, on 23 Augvet 19772, the Snecial Committee adopted a
resolution an the item, by parasreph 12 of which il requested its Choirwan to continue
his consultationr on the itew with the Presicent of the Council. l/

o At its twonty--gsevenih session, the Cencral Assembly adopted resolution 2080 (XXVII)

el 14 December 1972, in pafagraph 10 of which it requested *‘he Council wo continue to
consider, in consuliction with the Special Committee, appropriate measures for the.
co-nrdination of the woliciec and aclivities of the specialized agencies and other
orianizations vithin the United Nations system in implementing the relevant resolutions

of the Gereral Assem:ly. )

Ao Bt dts 1600 weeting, on A4 July 1977, the Bconomic and Social Council, on the
recommendation of ite Svreou, decided, bearing in wind resolution 1621 (LI), naragraph 4,
Uhich provides that pending the enlargement of the membershin of the Council, all

substantive items chould be 2llccated to the sessional committecs, "to authorize the

Criairman of the Co--ovdination Commibtee, to which item 24 is alloceted, to vork out . ;
arroungementy for the eonsultztions onvisaﬁed in General Assembly regolution

2980 (XVIT) and presare the roport called for in that resolution for the Council's
Foprovals it b rawe weebing, the Council, on the recommendation of its Dureau

(ﬂ/%.lbﬁﬁ/kov.1), dGecided that the ivem should be taken up between 30 July and 3 August.

L/ A/a727 (Daxt V), vare. 16. ' .
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5. On L2 July 197%, the Chairman of the Special Committee informed the President of |
the Council that, owing to the scheduled resumption of the Committee's plenary . !
meetings in late July, it would not be possible for him to be present at the meetings ]
of the Council, duwring the above-mentionecd period and that accordingly the Special {
Committee had agreed to request its Vice-Chairman, with the agreecment of the President |
of the Council, to rcpresent the Committoe Chairman for the purpose of the consultations

6. In the light of the foregoing, the Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee and the
Vice-Chairuan of the Special Committee held consultations on the quoutlon on
25 July 1973%.

!

1. The Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee informed the Chairmen of the
Co-ordination Committce that the Special Commitiee had established at the outsel cf
ils current session a working group to follow the iwmplementation of General Assembly
resolution 2980 (K VII) and othoz related Thited Nations resolutions. . On the
recommendation of that group, the Special Committes had dispatched in June a special
mission for the purnosce of holding consultations witl the exccutive heads of certain .
specialized agencies at their respective headanarters, The Special Committce expected
~bo consider the itew in August when the repoirts of these two bodies became available.
The Chalyman of the Co-ordination Committee exmressed the hone that the expanded .
activities of the Special Comittee as outlined by its Vice-Chairman would: contribute
Turther towards the full andé cxpeditious implementation by the organizations concerned
ot the varicus United Wations decisions and that, in particular, the working sroup
would provide en opportunity for o conptructive dialogue with the organizations
concorned directod, inter alia, ltowards the climination of any' constraints which might
Lo inbibiting proess,  periicularly as recards assistance to colonizl peoples not |

"alling within the wandale ot the United Nations Hich Commissioner for Hefugees
(UITLn), as well as the porulations of the liberated arcas of the territorics
concerned snd their national liberation movements.,

8. The Chairmen of the Co-ordination Committec informed the Vice-Chairman of the
Gpecial Committec that in febeuary 1973, the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations
Lad, under the termu of Council resolution 1641 (L1), given further consideration to
the item relatling o the ioplementation by non-governmental organl ations of the-
beclaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countriec and Peoples and
that subscquently thie Council nt its fifty-fourth session adopted, on the basis of the
report of the Commilice (E/5257), resolution 1740 (LIV) of & May 1973, in which it
inter alia requected thal the Cowmittee continue to explere ways of engaging these
orsanizations aclively in ti.c iwplementation of the Declaration. The Chairmen of the |
Co-ordination Commitlece also informed the Vice-Chairman of the Svecial Committee that
the Administrative Coumittee on Co--ordination had continued its consideration of the
question during the period wnder roview and that, as reflected in its latest report
o the Council (E/5289)(pari 1), varagraph 5%)°., infoirmal consultations between
veoreneniatives of the orgeniwations within the United Nations system and representative
i the General Seecrciariat of the COrzanization of African Unity (OAU), including its :
foeistant Sceretor; -Cencral and the Execvtive Secretary of the Co-ordinating Committee
Tor the Tiberation of Alrice, hiad taken »lace in October 1972 ond March 19735, witn 2
view 1o costabliching arrongements {or closer co-operation regarding the implementation
o the various vesolutions on decnlonization by the organizations concerned. The
Viec-Chairmon of the Snocial Committee vecalled that the Chairman of the Special
Commitice had falon an cctive part in the work of the Commitiee on Ilon-Governmental
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Organizations and that, as a related development, the Special Committee had sent its
delegation in March this year to consult with a number of’iconcerned organizations at
their headquarters with a view to seeking their co-operation in-the implementation of .
the relevant Wnited Nations decisions. He expressed the hope that the Committee on
Non—Governmenfal Organizations would take the report of the Committee's delegation
(A/AC 109/L 877) fully into account in its consideration of the related item, He also
expressed satisfaction at the increased level of collaboration between the organizations
concerned and the OAU General Secretariat and hoped that consultations would be
continued in the future on a regular basis, as appropriate. The.Special Committee
considered it most essential to secure the close co-operation of OAU in the attainment
of the objectives of the Organization in this regard. It was for that reason that the
Committee had decided to associate OAU closely in. the work of the working group and
the special mission referred to in paragraph T above.

9. It was noted that since the consultations held in June 1972 between the President
of the Council and the Chairman of the Special Committee, progréss had been maintained
in the field of refugee assistance through the office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, which is assisting some 550,000 refugees in close
co-operation with several agencies and organizations and with programmes of the United
Nations system, as well as with the OAU Bureau for the Placement and Education of
African Refugees. Vhile noting that several agencies had introduced greater
flexibility in that regard, the Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee and the
Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee shared the views expressed by the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination that the flow of assistance to refugees could be further
expanded if, in active co-operation with OAU, the Governments of the countries of
residence. were to assign priority to projects carried out in co-operation with the
organizations of the United Nations system which would be beneficial to the refugees
and if the Governments could grant all refugees the legal status provided under the
Convention relating to the status of refugees of 28 July 1951, the Protocol relating
to the status of refugees of 31 January 1967 and the OAU Convention governing specific
aspects of the problem of refugees in Africa (1969).

10. It was also noted that the question of the provisions of assistance to colonial
peoples who did not fall within the wmandate of UNHCR, in particular the populations in
the liberated areas and their national liberation movements, had continued to engage

the attention of agencies concerned, especially in the field of education and training.
For example, the General Conference of UNESCD, at its seventee:nth session, had called
for further intensification of activity by UNESCO in this regard, since the initiation
in 1972 of the programme of assistance, totalling $353,600 within the UNDP framework.
Furthermore, the Executive Board of UNESCO, during its session held in May this year,
requested the Director-General to make every effort to expand UNESCO's assistance to the
liberation movements recognized by OAU in their struggle against colonialism, Likewise,
FAO had worked out, in consultation with CAU, the Government of the United Republic of
Tanzania and the Frente de Libertacac de Mocambique (FRELIMO), a project, at the cost
of some $%50,000, for strengthening the agricultural component of the training
programme at the Mozambique Institute at Bagamoyo, the United Republic of Tanzania.
Consultations had also been held by other agencies with OAU and the host governments
concerned in developing practical programmes of assistance for the colonial peoples and
their national liberation movements. Vhile the initiatives taken by these agencies were
to be encouraged as a modest beginning, it was felt that these programmes of assistance
were far from being adequate to meet the critical and urgent needs of the nopulations

of the liberated areas and their national liberation movements. Both the Chairman
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of the Co-ordination Committee and the Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee believed
that if these needs were to be effectively met - and indeed they should be met without
any further delay - such assistance programmes should be co-ordinated at all levels in
order to ensure the maximum utilization of the existing resources. At the same time, it
was essential that all governments should intensify their efforts in the specialized
agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system of which they are
mcnbers 1o ensuve the full and effective implementation of the relevant United Nations
decigions, in particular by taking steps with a view to making additional resources
available on a priority basis for the desired programmes of assistance to the peoples
.concerned, They also considered that, since at present it was ecsential to have
requests from governments before projects could be carried out, OALU could continue to
play an important rols in that regerd by stimulating the interest of these governmments
in sponsoring appropriate vrojects beneficial to the peoples concerned and the national
liberation wovements. It would also be helpful if OAU could consult the International
Bank .for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) on possible forms of support over and
above ite present lending operations, which the Bank might be able to render to the
governments concerned for the purpose of assisting these peoples. TFurther, they
considered that the formulation of the desired programmes of assistance within the
UNDP framework would be greatly expedited if UNDP would assume the financial
responsibility for the counterpart obligations normally required of the sponsoring
governments in resmect of projects beneficial to the peoples concerned., It was
therefore desirable that the Governing Council of the UNDP should address itself to
this question. Likewise, they expressed the hope that the negotiations between OAU
and UNDP on the draft agreement [or mutual co--operation (DP/L.214) would soon be brought
to 2 mutvally satisfarlory conclusion, bearing in mind that the possibilities ol
additional assistance. both in the {inancing of projects and in the identification of
needs, the formulation of the necessary rovernmental requests could thereby be
increased.

11. The Chairmon of tic Co-ordination Committee and the Vice-Chairman of the Specilal
Committee noted that several agencies had taken further steps to withhold financieal,
cconomic, technical and other accistance from the Governments of Portugal and ’
South Africa and the illegal racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia and to
discontinue collaboration with them until they renounced their present policies. It
was noted for example that, at its seventeenth session, the UNESCO General Conilerence
had resffirmed its previous decision not to accord any assistance to those régimes and
not to invite them ito participate in any UFSCO activity until such time as they
desisted from their policy of colonial oppression and racial discrimination. The ICAO
Assembly, at its ninetoenth oxiraordinary secsion, had also resolved that so long as
the Government of Portusal refused to implement the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and other related resolutions, Portugal
should not be invited to attend any meetings convened by ICAO, excent as provided in
the Convention. 3y the same deciszion, no ICAO documents or communications would be
furnished to Portuvsral except in cases vhere the Convention specifically so provided.
The Thairman of the Ce-oidination Committee and the Vice-Chairman of the Special
Commitiece believed thal the imncediaie withdrawal of assistance from and the cessation
of cellaboralion vith ihose réeimen represinted a logical sequel to the recognition
by the United FNaltious ol thr legivimacy of the struggle for liberation being vaged by
the colonial people: and considcred thercolore that such assistance and collaboration
have the offect of aiding and abetting the colonialist pelicies of thoge régimes. The
Vice-Chairman oi the Specinl Commibtee rocalled, in the same context, that the
veaition of ILO corcernin: ke anplication of the Indigenous and Tribal Populations
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Convention, which the Chairman of the Special Committee and the President of the

Council reparded as requiring clarification (E/5187, paragraph-lO), still required
clarification. Ags he understood it, the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application/

of Conventions and Recommendations continued o treat the Territovies under Portuguese
domination as intogeal parts of Portugal, as the Convenilion under reference was intended

to apply 1o "indigenous and tribal populations” in independent Siates rather than in

dependent Tervitories and aimed, among other things, at the progicssive integration of
The hope was expicssed that appropriate

those populations in the "national comnunity .
steps be taken forthuith by the agencies concerned, including ILO, to refrain from any
action which might imply rccognition of the legitimacy of these régimes colonial
domination of the Territorics.

12, With respect to the implementation of paragraph 7 of resolution 2980 (XXVII)
concerning the renrosentation of the colonial texritories in Africa by their national
liberation movements, the Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee and the Vice-Chairman
of the Special Coumittce noted with watisfaction the .concrete steps taken by UNBESCO

and 1LO in 1hai recard,  They recalled that in FNovember 1972, the UNESCO General
Conference had decided to asgsociate the liberation movements concerned with its
activities and thal, in Hay 1973, its Exccutive Board had decided to invite
reprasentatives o the Tibevation movewenbs recognized by OAU to pextbicipate as
obsexvers in such deliberations of the Brecutive Board as might be of concern to them.
"he ILG Coverning Council in Febimary 1973 had sel up a representative tripartite
delegation of six ol its nenbers, chareed with the vesponsibiliby of discussing with the
ddminictrative Sceretary -Coneral oi the CGAU at Addis Ababa ways in which T10 could best
implement those provicions of the above-wentioned General Agsembly vesolution., At its
extraordinary ressicn in June 1973, the ILO Governing Council had decided to invite
representatives of the liboration wovements of Angola, Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde
and Mozambique, to participate in sessions oi the Intcrnational Labour Conference and
the African regional conferences of that Orpanization. In the 1lisht of these
developments and inaswuch as the Uniled Nations bodies which had so iar taken action in
this regard (i.c. tie Security Council, the Tourth Committee of the General Assembly,
the Special Commivtec of 24 and the Economic Commission for. Africa) had procceded in a
tragmatic fashion within the general fromework of existing procedural and constitutional
arrangements.  The Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee and the Vice-Chairman of the
Special Committee considered that, vending siich time as the concerned agencies governing
and legislative orpans could examine the need to amend their relevant instruments,
recourse should be had to the adaptation and 2xtension as nccessary cf present practices

and procedural arranpements..

13. Bearing in mind the need to kcep the matters raised above under review with a view
to the 1vll and speedy implementation oi General Asscmbly resoluticn 2980 (XXVII) and
other relevant United Nations resolutions, the Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee
and the Vice-Chairmen of the Special Commititee agreed that it was desivable for the
Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies, as well as the Special Committee,
to continue to sive consideration to the item at their future sessions. In conclusion,
they concurrad that, gubject to any directive which the General Assembly might sive at |
its twent;-cighth scesion and guided Ly such decisions as might be taken by the Council
and the Special Commiittee, the presiding officers of the two bodies should maintain
contact with cach other on the questicn on a continuous bagic.





