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IHPLBriEUT.A'fJ:ON OF THE D:SCL1L.'1ATIOI~ ON THE GR.!!.NTING OF 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLOHI.AL COUNTJ.IES liliD P:OPLES BY 

THE SPECIALIZED .'~GENCIES AND THE INTERE~';.TJ:ONJ.~.L 
INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED \liTH THE UNITED HATIONS 

l1o•JO:i.'t of the P:resick~t of thG Council 

l. At its :resumed fo:;.·ty-fifth session the Council agreed that the President of 

the Council and the Chairman of the S~Jecial Committee on the Implementation of tho 

Declaration of the G:rcmtiDg of Independence to Colonial Countries and. :J?eoples 

should hold fu:;.·ther consu.l tations on the Im~;lementa tion of the Declm·ation by the 

spocin.lized agencies o.nd the international institutions o.ssocis.ted with the United 

Nn. tions and thn.t 2. :;..·epm·t should be submit to.d to the Council o. t its fo:;.·ty-seve:mth 

session. At its t;ronty-third session tho Gom::cn.l J.~.ssembJ.y 2.dopted l'osolution 

2426 (XXIII) on this sn.me question, in opol·ativc pc.ragl'ctph 7 of which it requested 

the Economic c;,nd Socio.J. Council Hto consider, in consulto.tion Hi th the S~ecio.l 

Committee, appl'op:date measures fo:;.· tho co-o:;.·dination of the policies nnd nctivi tics 

of tho specialized ngencics in i:n:plemE:nting tho l'Olcvc..nt Geaorc.J. J.ssembly l'oso

lutions11. 

2. · l:..ccordingly, tho President of tl1c Council hold consul to.tions on this question 

with the Chr.i:..'ffio.n of ·chc Spocinl Committoo in Genova on 17 July 196S. 

3. The Cho.i:r:rao.n :..·oc<.J.J.ed thnt tho Spocic..l Cor.uni tteo ho.d l'OCcntly given rcnm:cd 

consideration to tho implemontutiol1 of tho DecJ.m·ntion by th2 spoci2.lizcd c..gcncios 

and the intcrno..tioncl insti tutio!1S c,ssoci~-:.tcc1 i>.rith the Unit0c.:. Nc.tions in 

accordance vith opol•.:t.tivo pa.:·ccgro.ph 9 of Gonc:c·o.J. Lssombly l'esolution 2L,26 (Xpii). 

In doing so, the Committee ho.d hnd before it n report :mbmittod by the Secroto.:ry

Gonoro.l in nccordru1co ·Hith the :.ssombly 1 s roquos·c that ha should 11 obtr..in o.nd 

tro.nsmi t to the Special Commi ttec for its considerntion conc1·cto suggestions from 
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tho specialized agencies nnd international institutions concerned us regards tho best 

ways o.nd means of ecchieving the full and spoody irnplerncnto.tion of the relevant reso

lutions11 (resolution 2426 (XXIII), opera.tivo paragraph 8 (b)). 

4. Tho Chainnan said that, judging from tho statemunts mo.de during the Special 

Committee 1s consideration of tho item, and from his conversations, members of the 

Committee 'Here appreciative of the serious efforts made by o. nurnbm· of the sped.al.ized 

agencies o.nd interna tionol institutions to find wc.ys of implementing tho Doclnrt'.tion 

within ,tho scope of their respective activities,. Nembers ho.d noted the vimr expressed 

by tho l~CC at its spring session that tho offers of increased support for tho Horlc on 

behalf of refugees from the colonic.l territories in L.fricn, made by most members of tho 

United Ua.tions system, htJ.d olroady been trecnslated into positive results c.nd that the 

nrrnngomonts agreed upon by the ad hoc inter-agency meeting convened, fol~owing ru1 tCC 

decision, by tho United Na.tions High Cormnissionor for Refugees during January 1969 
should pa.vo the 'Ho.y fo:c further increo.sed inter-agency co-operation in this field. 

They hn.d also noted tho considcrnble progress ma.do in co-operation uith the High 

Cor®dssionor for Refugees ecs well o.s through tho relationship agreements and other 

spcciJ.l a.rrn.ngc11cnts \lith the Organization of J..fricr:.n Unity in working out measures to 

incrca.so tho scope of n.ssisto.ncc Hhich could bo provided by the agencies to refugees 

from tho colonial terri torics in l..fricn.. 

5. In n.Jdi"\:,icn, nonburs h~d r oc celled tho.t in ndopting resolution 2426 (XXIII), the 

Genor.::l .~ssc:rably uo.s O.\·l<lrc thnt tho question of tho implementation of the Dcclnra.tion 

by the s!Jccio.lizcd o.ccncics nnd tl1c intornationo.l institutions wa.s o. mnttor tha.t it!ould 

require continuinr; a.ttention. It wa.s for that rGn.son that the General i1sscmbJ.y hnd 

invited tho Sccrcta.ry-Gcncra.l to obtni.:-1. nnd tro.nsmi t to tho Spocin.l Commi tteo concrete 

suggestions from th.:;:: specialized n.gcncios nnd intcrnntionnl institutions regnrding tho 

b os t wr..ys ~1c.1 noc:.ns of achieving the full a.nd spocdy implcmontntion of tho relovo.nt 

resolution3. Hmrc'"or, it hc~d been noted from the Socrotnry-Gcnera.l 1 s report thn. t only 

a fm-1 of those bodies hn.d found it possible to submit concreto suggestions. 

6. The Ch~irmnn suge;estod nnd the President a.grced that thG Council for its part 

might invite tho s~1ocin.lizod agencies to p~rticipnto fully in tho discussion a. t its 

forty-seventh session of tho question of tho further measures to be taken for the co

ordino.tion of thci.r -poli-cies :u:d ncti.vi tie.s- in -i.rnplemcn-ting-~th-e--relcvan-t--Gonerol _Assembly 

resolutions. Tho ChairmG.n also felt t.ha.t o.ny suggestions tho executive heads might 

~~ - : a.ble to advance in thn.t rcga.rd should be useful. 
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7. The Chairman of the Co~ttee expressed the hope that the specialized agencies 

and international institutions in co-operation with the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees would intensify their efforts to increase the scope of their assistance 

to refugees from the colonial territories, iacludi!lg assistance to the Governments 

concerned in the preparation and execution of projects beneficial to such refugees. 

The President of the Council no ted that the ACC under the chairmanship of the 

Secretary-General had expressed the same vie\J at its last session. Further, the 

Chairman considered it desirable that, in order to facilitate the uorJdng out of 

concrete programmes of assistance as envisaged in operative paragraph 3 of General 

Assembly resolution 2426 (XXIII), recourse should be had to the establishment of 

relo..tionship agrearn.ei1ts or other special arrangements with OAU. 

8. As regards procedural aspects~ the Chairman o.nd the President noted that, in the 

opinion of the High Commissioner for Refuge3s, the existing arrangements for inter

agency co-operation required to be strengthened in order to facilitate the planning 

1lnd implemen-cation of joint or complementary activities and to permit of a concerted 

approach to existing refugee problems. They also took note of the hope expressed by 

tb.e High Commissioner that greater flexibility could be introduced into procedures 

currently followed by some of the agencies in tl1e field of assistru1ce to refugees. 

The Ch~irman cited, for instance, the practice of reqLuring, for the purpose of 

establishing projects for refugees or including them in such projects, separate 

governmental requests to tl1e respective; agencies concerned. In this connexion the 

2.rrancemen ts approved by the r£ at its 173rd session of the Governing Body, under 

uhich assistance to refugees sponsored by UNHCH would b8 given by the IW upun a 

request by the High Commissioner, were ai1 example oi' tho kind of flexi..bili VJ envisaged. 

9. Lastly, the Chairman suggested that the Council should coi1sidor inviting the 

executive heads of agencies tu bring tho attention of their go7crnins bodies, or 

doliber::ttive organs as appropr€i.ato, the specific problems which tlwy might be 

cmcmmtering in their efforts to give effect to the relevant General Assembly 

resolutions. This would provide the States :Members of those bodies an opportunity to 

take the necossnry action in accordance 1vi th paragraph 6 of Geno:;.~al !.ssembly 

resolution 2426 (XXIII) to initiate such policy and other changes as Here required 

to give speedy and ~ul effect to the relevant Ge~eral Assembly resolutions. 
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10. The President of the Council had no objection to this suggestion. Consequently, 

if this question was brought to the attention of the governing bodies, tho executive 

heads might at the same time be invited to provide an account of such action as their 

respective governing or legislative organs had been able to take so far. In addition, 

the execut~ve hoads might in due course be requested to report to the Secretary

General for the information of the United Natiorrs bodies concerned on the results of 

the consideration of the matter by those organs. 

11. Finally, the Chairman ru1d "the President agreed that, in view of the foregoing, 

it might be desirable for the Council to give continuL~g attention to this question 

and for the President to maintain contacts with tho Chairman in accordance with 

General Assembly resolution 2426 (XXIII). 




