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| srael

1. The Conmittee considered the conbined seventh, eighth and ninth periodic
reports of Israel (CERD/ C/294/Add.1) at its 1250th and 1251st meeti ngs

held on 4 and 5 March 1998, and adopted, at its 1272nd neeting, held

on 19 March 1998, the follow ng concludi ng observations:

A. | nt r oduction

2. The Committee wel conmes the submi ssion of the report but regrets that it
does not follow the Committee’ s reporting guidelines.

3. The Committee regrets that the dial ogue between its nmenbers and
representatives of the State party was not always of a constructive nature.
It neverthel ess welcones the replies of the delegation to sone of the
Committee’s questions and their expression of willingness to contribute to a
di al ogue.

4, The Committee concludes that the Convention is far fromfully

i mpl enmented in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and that the
shortfall contributes very significantly to the dangerous escal ati on of
tension in the region.
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5. The Committee notes with regret the stalenate in the peace process in
t he region.

6. It takes note of the establishment of the Pal estinian Authority which
has certain responsibilities in parts of the Occupied Pal estinian Territory.

B. Positive aspects

7. The neasures taken by the State party to prohibit the activities of
raci st political parties such as Kahana (Kach) are wel comed.

8. The anmendnent of the Equal Opportunity in Enploynent Law, prohibiting
discrimnation in the | abour sphere on the grounds of national ethnic origin
country of origin, beliefs, political views, political party, affiliation or
age, is welconed, as is the revision of the National Insurance Law.

9. The Governnent's efforts to reduce and eventually eradicate the economc
and educational gap between the Jewish mpjority and the Arab minority are
conmended.

C. The COccupied Palestinian Territory

10. The Committee reiterates its viewthat the Israeli settlements in the
Occupied Pal estinian Territory are not only illegal under contenporary
international |aw but are an obstacle to peace and to the enjoynent of human
rights by the whole population in the region, wthout distinction as to

nati onal or ethnic origin. Actions that change the denographi c composition of
the Occupied Palestinian Territory evoke concern as violations of contenporary
i nternational humanitarian | aw.

11. Accordingly, the Comrittee calls for a halt to the demplition of Arab
properties in East Jerusalem and for respect for property rights irrespective
of the ethnic origin of the owner.

12. The Conmittee reiterates its opinion of 1991 that the report of Israe
shoul d “enconpass the entire popul ati on under the jurisdiction of the
Government of Israel” (A/46/18, para. 368). |Israel is accountable for

i mpl enentati on of the Convention, including the reporting obligation, in al
areas over which it exercises effective control

D. Concerns and recommendati ons

13. Wth respect to articles 1 and 6 of the Convention, the Conmittee
requests the State party to supply it with details of court decisions or other
aut horitative sources which nake a distinction between inequality of treatnent
on the grounds of race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin and
inequality of treatnent on other grounds such as those related to public
security

14. The Committee reconmends that the State party extend its | egislation
agai nst the pronmotion of racial hatred by conpleting its inplenmentation of the
requi renents of article 4 of the Convention. The Conmittee has earlier held

t hat when anyone nmakes threats in public against the security of persons of
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anot her ethnic origin, crimnal proceedings nust be initiated with due
diligence and expedition. The State party should give this priority
attention.

15. The Conmittee concludes that conprehensive | egislation and acconpanyi ng
measures of inplenentation will need to be introduced for the State party to
meet all the requirenents of article 5 of the Convention

16. The Committee expresses its profound concern that detained persons of
Arab ethnic origin are disproportionately subjected to i nhuman and degradi ng

i nterrogati on under the Landau Conmi ssion rules and that the Suprene Court has
failed to declare this illegal

17. The Committee reconmends that the State party reinforce its efforts to
reduce the persisting gap between the |iving standards and the invol venment in
national affairs of the Jewish mgjority and the Arab mnority, and that it
does this in a manner consistent with the nmeasures adopted for assisting the
i ntegration of Ethiopian Jews. The Comrittee encourages the State party to
adopt new | abour |egislation in order to secure the protection against ethnic
di scrimnation of the rights of Palestinians working in Israel on a daily
basis; the rights of migrant workers, including undocunmented workers, is also
a matter of concern

18. The right of many Pal estinians to return and possess their homes in
Israel is currently denied. The State party should give high priority to
remedying this situation. Those who cannot repossess their honmes shoul d be
entitled to conpensation

19. Wil e noting the special budget for public housing in the Arab sector
the Comrittee renmins concerned about ethnic inequalities, particularly those
centring upon what are known as “unrecogni zed” Arab vill ages.

20. Wil e recogni zing the great diversity of opinion within the |srael
public, and the CGovernnent’s actions to inplenment article 7 of the Convention
the Committee expresses concern about the findings of social surveys which
report that very nmany Jew sh young people believe that Arab citizens should
not be accorded equal rights.

21. The Committee hopes to find in the next periodic report a conprehensive
statement of the CGovernnent’s vision of the future of its Arab, Bedouin and
Druse citizens, together with an indication of how its objectives are to be
attained and a review of the effectiveness of its measures to combat
discrimnation. Any statistics should show whet her governnmental expenditure
and service provision are proportionate to the size of the different ethnic
groups.

22. In order to be able to evaluate the inplenentation of article 6 of the
Convention, the Comrittee requests the State party to present information on
t he nunber of conplaints, judgenents and conpensation awards arising from
raci st acts, regardless of their nature. At the same tine, the Commttee
woul d |ike to be informed about any other information, from whatever reliable
source, about any inequalities suggestive of discrimnation in the

adm ni stration of crimnal justice.
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23. Since tinme did not permt a full exchange of views on many of the issues
rai sed by menmbers at the fifty-second session, the Cormttee requests the
State party to reflect further on the remaining issues and to furnish
additional information on these nmatters in the next report.

24, The tenth periodic report of Israel was due on 2 February 1998. In
accordance with article 9 of the Convention the Commttee will expect

t he subm ssion of a conbined tenth and el eventh periodic report

by 2 February 2000. The docunent should constitute a conprehensive report,
follow the reporting guidelines, and take account of the Conmttee's genera
recommendat i ons.

25. The Committee reconmends that the State party ratify the amendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention adopted at the Fourteenth Meeting of
States Parties.

26. It is also noted that the State party has not made the declaration
provided for in article 14 of the Convention, and sone nembers of the
Committee request that the possibility of meking the declaration be
consi der ed.



