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LETTER DATED 11 JUNE 2002 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
NETHERLANDS TO THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT ADDRESSED TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE CONFERENCE TRANSMITTING A SUMMARY OF THE 
OPEN-ENDED INFORMAL MEETING ON A TREATY BANNING THE PRODUCTION OF 
FISSILE MATERIAL FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND OTHER NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICES HELD IN GENEVA ON 7 JUNE 2002 

 
 
 
 I have the honour to forward to you a summary of the open-ended informal meeting on the issue 
of banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapon and other nuclear explosive devices, 
which was organized in Geneva on Friday, 7 June 2002 by the delegation of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands to the Conference on Disarmament. 
 
 The total number of participants in this meeting was well over 100.  Over 40 countries attended 
this meeting as well as representatives from NGOs, some international organizations as well as the 
IAEA in Vienna. 
 
 In his introduction, Dr. Barnaby – a well-known nuclear physicist and former director of SIPRI 
in Stockholm – outlined the need for such a treaty.  The CTBT – apart from being an efficient non-
proliferation instrument – sets a qualitative limit to the development of nuclear weapons.  The treaty 
banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices will 
set a quantitative limit on the production of fissile material.  It therefore will be an important 
contribution towards non-proliferation and an essential next step towards nuclear disarmament.  It will 
also contribute to reducing the risks of nuclear terrorism. 
 
 The discussion afterwards highlighted the need for a better understanding of the subject.  Issues 
raised in the discussion included the risks of proliferation of plutonium and highly enriched uranium, 
the physical protection of fissile material stocks, reprocessing, MOX-ing, semi-military uses like naval-
propulsion, nuclear terrorism and the feasibility of producing a so-called “dirty bomb” from highly 
enriched uranium. 
 
 Participants encouraged my delegation to continue this exercise.  My delegation intends to 
organize the next meeting on substantive issues in this exercise mid-September. 
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 I would be grateful if you could issue this letter as well as the attachments to this letter as an 
official document of the Conference on Disarmament, and distribute it to all Member States of the 
Conference and non-member States participating in its work. 
 
 
 
 
 
     (Signed:)            Chris C. Sanders 
                       Ambassador   
       Permanent Representative of the Netherlands 
               to the Conference on Disarmament 
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Non-Paper on the Exercise on Banning the Production of Fissile Material for Nuclear Weapons 

and Other Nuclear Explosive Devices: an Essential Step Towards Nuclear Disarmament and 
Non-Proliferation 

 
Organized by the Permanent Mission of the Netherlands to the Conference on Disarmament 

Geneva, 7 June 2002 
 
Banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices is 
an essential step towards nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. 
 
For several years now, the UN General Assembly has adopted – by consensus – a resolution, which 
calls for the immediate commencement in the Conference on Disarmament of negotiations on such a 
treaty.  Although the mandate for these negotiations (CD/1299) dates back to 1995, these negotiations 
have still not yet begun because of the stalemate in the Conference on Disarmament. 
 
Our first and foremost priority is, and will be, to reach a consensus on a Program of Work for the 
Conference on Disarmament, which is a vital instrument and the sole body for multilateral 
disarmament negotiations.  Many Presidents of the Conference have made great endeavours to reach 
that consensus; unfortunately, however, up till now their efforts have not led to the desired result. 
 
As long as the CD has not reached consensus on its Program of Work, we consider it important and 
necessary to address the important nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation issues in a constructive 
way.  With that objective the Permanent Mission of the Netherlands to the Conference on Disarmament 
will organize a sequence of open-ended informal meetings of an informative and educational nature on 
the issue of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices. 
 
The purpose of this exercise is to better prepare delegations in Geneva for the actual negotiations in the 
Conference on Disarmament on a treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons 
and other nuclear explosive devices. 
 
This will be done through informative and educational briefings, followed by a discussion and 
exchange of views among participants in the exercise.  The topics of these meetings will be of a 
general nature, concerning issues relevant to these negotiations. 
 
The exercise is open to all Member States to the Conference on Disarmament, as well as to those States 
that have Observer Status to the Conference on Disarmament.  Occasionally, experts from e.g. the 
IAEA, think tanks and NGOs will also be invited to participate in and contribute to this exercise. 
 
This exercise will be organized in a fully transparent way.  The Permanent Mission of the Netherlands 
to the Conference on Disarmament will provide brief summaries of topics discussed in the meetings of 
this exercise to all interested delegations. 
 
Attendance at the informal meetings of this exercise, organized by the Permanent Mission of the 
Netherlands to the Conference on Disarmament, or participation in the discussions, will in no way 
affect your national position on the Program of Work of the Conference in general, nor on the future 
negotiations on a treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosive devices in particular. 




















