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72/145. Follow-up to the twentieth anniversary of the International Year
of the Family and beyond

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 50/142 of 21 December
1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999, 56/113 of
19 December 2001, 57/164 of 18 December 2002, 58/15 of 3 December 2003, 59/111
of 6 December 2004, 59/147 of 20 December 2004, 60/133 of 16 December 2005,
62/129 of 18 December 2007, 64/133 of 18 December 2009, 66/126 of 19 December
2011, 67/142 of 20 December 2012, 68/136 of 18 December 2013, 69/144 of
18 December 2014 and 71/163 of 19 December 2016 concerning the proclamation of,
preparations for and observance of the International Year of the Family and its tenth
and twentieth anniversaries,

Recognizing that the preparations for and observance of the twentieth
anniversary of the International Year in 2014 provided a useful opportunity to
continue to raise awareness of the objectives of the International Year for increasing
cooperation on family issues at all levels and for undertaking concerted action to
strengthen family-centred policies and programmes as part of an integrated
comprehensive approach to development,

Recognizing also that the objectives of the International Year of the Family and
its follow-up processes, especially those relating to family policies in the areas of
poverty, work-family balance and intergenerational issues, with attention given to the
rights and responsibilities of all family members, can contribute to ending poverty,
ending hunger, ensuring a healthy life and promoting well-being for all at all ages,
promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all, ensuring better education outcomes
for children, achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls and
eliminating all forms of violence, in particular against women and girls, as part of an
integrated comprehensive approach to development,
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Acknowledging that the family-related provisions of the outcomes of the major
United Nations conferences and summits and their follow-up processes continue to
provide policy guidance on ways to strengthen family-centred components of policies
and programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive approach to development,

Recognizing the continuing efforts of Governments, the United Nations system,
regional organizations and civil society, including academic institutions, to fulfil the
objectives of the twentieth anniversary of the International Year at the national,
regional and international levels,

Acknowledging that the International Year of the Family and its follow-up
processes have served as catalysts for a number of initiatives at the national and
international levels, including many family policies and programmes to reduce
poverty and hunger and promote the well-being of all at all ages, and can boost
development efforts, contribute to better outcomes for children and help to break the
intergenerational transfer of poverty in support of the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development,?

Acknowledging also that strengthening intergenerational relations, through such
measures as promoting intergenerational living arrangements and encouraging
extended family members to live in close proximity to each other, has been found to
promote the autonomy, security and well-being of children and older persons, and that
initiatives to promote involved and positive parenting and to support the role of
grandparents have been found to be beneficial in advancing social integration and
solidarity between generations, as well as in promoting and protecting the human
rights of all family members,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;?

2. Encourages Governments to continue to make every possible effort to
realize the objectives of the International Year of the Family and its follow-up
processes and to develop strategies and programmes aimed at strengthening national
capacities to address national priorities relating to family issues and to step up their
efforts, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders, to implement those objectives, in
particular in the areas of fighting poverty and hunger and ensuring the well-being of
all at all ages;

3. Invites Member States to invest in a variety of family-oriented policies and
programmes, as important tools for, inter alia, fighting poverty, social exclusion and
inequality, promoting work-family balance and gender equality and the empowerment
of women and girls and advancing social integration and intergenerational solidarity,
to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;!

4.  Encourages Member States to promote work-family balance as conducive
to the well-being of children, the achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls, inter alia, through flexible working and leave
arrangements, parental leave, affordable, accessible and good quality childcare and
initiatives to promote the equal sharing of household responsibilities, including
unpaid care work, between men and women;

5. Also encourages Member States to invest in family policies and
programmes that promote strong intergenerational interactions, such as
intergenerational living arrangements and parenting education, in an effort to promote
inclusive urbanization, intergenerational solidarity and social cohesion;
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6.  Further encourages Member States to provide universal and gender-
sensitive social protection systems, which are key to ensuring poverty reduction,
including, as appropriate, targeted cash transfers for families in vulnerable situations,
such as when headed by a single parent, in particular those headed by women, and
which are most effective in reducing poverty when accompanied by other measures,
such as providing access to basic services, high-quality education and health services;

7.  Encourages Governments to support the United Nations trust fund on
family activities;

8.  Encourages greater collaboration between the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs of the Secretariat and the United Nations entities, agencies, funds
and programmes, as well as other relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations active in the family field, as well as the enhancement of research efforts
and awareness-raising activities relating to the objectives of the International Year
and its follow-up processes;

9.  Requests the focal point on the family of the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs to enhance collaboration with the regional commissions, funds and
programmes, recommends that the roles of focal points within the United Nations
system be reaffirmed, and invites Member States to increase technical cooperation
efforts, consider expanding the role of the regional commissions on family issues and
continue to provide resources for those efforts, facilitate the coordination of national
and international non-governmental organizations on family issues and enhance
cooperation with all relevant stakeholders to promote family issues and develop
partnerships in this regard;

10. Calls upon Member States and agencies and bodies of the United Nations
system, in consultation with civil society and other relevant stakeholders, to continue
providing information on their activities, including on good practices, in support of
the objectives of the International Year and its follow-up processes, to be included in
the report of the Secretary-General;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the General Assembly
at its seventy-fourth session, through the Commission for Social Development and
the Economic and Social Council, on the implementation of the objectives of the
International Year and its follow-up processes by Member States and by agencies and
bodies of the United Nations system, including information on the status of the trust
fund on family activities;

12. Decides to consider the topic “Implementation of the objectives of the
International Year of the Family and its follow-up processes” at its seventy-third
session under the sub-item entitled “Social development, including questions relating
to the world social situation and to youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family”
of the item entitled “Social development”.
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