United Nations A RES/69/222

Distr.: General

7EERN
{ 4/)} General Assembly 12 February 2015

p\s.

Sixty-ninth session
Agenda item 19f}

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2014

[on the report of the Second Committee (A/69/4686)dd

69/222. Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity
and its contribution to sustainable development

The General Assembly

Recallingits resolutions 64/203 of 21 December 2009, 65/6620 December
2010, 66/202 of 22 December 2011, 67/212 of 21 Dy 2012, 68/214 of
20 December 2013 and its previous resolutions irggatto the Convention on
Biological Diversity?

Recalling also the outcomes of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, held in Rio de JaneBmzil, in June 1992 the
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agefda® the Johannesburg
Declaration on Sustainable Developmtand the Plan of Implementation of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development (JohannesbuPlan of
Implementationj and the outcome document of the special eventoltoW up
efforts made towards achieving the Millennium Deghent Goals convened by
the President of the General Assembly,

Recalling furtherits resolution 68/309 of 10 September 2014, in ahhit
welcomed the report of the Open Working Group orstSinable Development
Goals and decided that the proposal of the Open Workirgup contained in the
report shall be the main basis for integrating aistble development goals into the
post-2015 development agenda, while recognizing tither inputs will also be
considered, in the intergovernmental negotiatioacpss at the sixty-ninth session
of the General Assembly,
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Reaffirming the outcome document of the United Nations Confeee on
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future went¥a and, inter alia, the
commitments concerning biodiversity contained tleere

Reaffirmingalso the Rio Declaration on Environment and Developmant
its principles,

Recallingthat the objectives of the Convention, to be parsin accordance
with its relevant provisions, are the conservatioh biological diversity, the
sustainable use of its components and the fairequdtable sharing of the benefits
arising out of the utilization of genetic resourcegwluding by appropriate access to
genetic resources, by appropriate transfer of maiévtechnologies, taking into
account all rights over those resources and to rneldgies, and by appropriate
funding,

Reaffirmingthe intrinsic value of biological diversity as wels the ecological,
genetic, social, economic, scientific, educatiomalltural, recreational and aesthetic
values of biological diversity and its critical elin maintaining ecosystems that
provide essential services, which are critical fdations for sustainable
development and human well-being,

Recognizingthat the achievement of the three objectives ef @onvention is
crucial for sustainable development, poverty eradan and the improvement of
human well-being and a major factor underpinning tachievement of the
internationally agreed development goals, includthg Millennium Development
Goals,

Reaffirmingthat, in accordance with the Charter of the Unikations and the
principles of international law, States have theeseign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental pedicand the responsibility to
ensure that activities within their jurisdiction oontrol do not cause damage to the
environment of other States or of areas beyondithigés of national jurisdiction,

Recalling that, in its resolution 65/161, the General Assbmdeclared 2011
2020 the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity,hwét view to contributing to the
implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiveys2011-2020?°

Recognizingthat the traditional knowledge, innovations andagiices of
indigenous peoples and local communities make apomant contribution to the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity @rat their wider application can
support social well-being and sustainable livelidsp

Taking noteof the decision adopted by the Conference of theti®s to the
Convention on Biological Diversity at its twelftheating entitled “Article §( and
related provisions™!

Recalling the United Nations Declaration on the Rights ofdigjenous
Peoples? and the outcome document of the high-level plenargeting of the
General Assembly known as the World Conferencenatigenous Peoplé's,
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Recognizinghe vital role that women play in the conservateond sustainable
use of biological diversity, and reaffirming the etk for the full participation of
women at all levels of policymaking and implemerdatfor the conservation of
biological diversity,

Recognizing alsdhe important role of the Convention on Internatib Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Ff8@m international agreement that
stands at the intersection between trade, the enmient and development,
promotes the conservation and sustainable useaafiv@rsity, should contribute to
tangible benefits for local people and ensures that species entering into
international trade is threatened with extinctioegognizing further the economic,
social and environmental impacts of poaching andllait trafficking in wildlife,
where firm and strengthened action needs to bentake both the supply and
demand sides, emphasizing in this regard the inapae of effective international
cooperation among relevant multilateral environna¢aigreements and international
organizations, and further stressing the importaotéasing the listing of species
on agreed criteria,

Noting the adoption by the Conference of the Partiesh® €onvention on
Biological Diversity, at its tenth meeting, of théagoya Protocol on Access to
Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable StasfnBenefits Arising from
Their Utilization to the Convention on Biologicali\rsity,"* and acknowledging
the role of access to genetic resources and edaitbénefit-sharing arising from
their utilization in contributing to the conservai and sustainable use of biological
diversity, poverty eradication and environmentastainability and, thereby, to the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals,

Noting alsothat 91 States and 1 regional economic integratioganization
have signed and that 56 States and 1 regional esiznimtegration organization that
are parties to the Convention have deposited thestrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession to the Nagoye&sh and noting in this regard
that the Protocol entered into force on 12 Octah@t4,

Noting furtherthat the Nagoya Protocol, the objective of whishthe fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits arising from thtdization of genetic resources,
including by appropriate access to genetic resayrdxy appropriate transfer of
relevant technologies, taking into account all tglover those resources and to
technologies, and by appropriate funding, contmisutto the conservation of
biological diversity and the sustainable use ofcibsnponents;

Noting that 50 States and 1 regional economic integratioganization have
signed and that 26 States and 1 regional economégration organization that are
parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety e €Convention on Biological
Diversity'® have deposited their instrument of ratificatiomceptance, approval or
accession to the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur SupplemenBngtocol on Liability and
Redress to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosdfety,

Noting alsothat 193 States and 1 regional economic integnaticganization
are parties to the Convention and that 167 Stated & regional economic
integration organization are parties to the Carteg@rotocol on Biosafety,

4 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 993, No. 14537.
!5 United Nations Environment Programme, document BAIBD/COP/10/27, annex, decision X/1.
18 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2226, No. 30619.

7 United Nations Environment Programme, document BNEBD/BS/COP-MOP/5/17, annex, decision
BS-V/11.

3/6



Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity
A/RES/69/222 and its contribution to sustainable devel opment

Recallingthe adoption by the Conference of the Partieshn €onvention at
its ninth meeting of the strategy for resource nhahtion in support of the
achievement of the three objectives of the Conwamtias well as decision X/3,
adopted by the Conference of the Parties at itthtemeeting’® on the review of its
implementation, including the establishment of pmehary targets by the
Conference of the Parties in its decision XI/4, pigddl at its eleventh meetifg,

Noting the outcomes of the twelfth meeting of the Confieie of the Parties to
the Convention, the seventh meeting of the Confesesf the Parties serving as the
Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocad &éme first meeting of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the Meetinghef Parties to the Nagoya
Protocol, all held in Pyeongchang, Republic of Kara 2014,

1. Takes noteof the report of the Executive Secretary of then@ention on
Biological Diversity*

2. Notes with appreciatiorihe entry into force of the Nagoya Protocol on
Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Bijai®haring of Benefits Arising
from Their Utilization to the Convention on Biolagil Diversity®> on 12 October
2014;

3. Takes noteof the holding and outcomes of the twelfth meetimfgthe
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on djalal Diversity, held in
Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, in 20%4;

4. Takes note with appreciation of the Gangwon Declaration on
Biodiversity for Sustainable Development, adoptédh& high-level segment of the
twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Partiesh® Convention;

5. Encouragesthe respective parties, in close collaborationhwiglevant
stakeholders, to take concrete measures towardednlg the objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversityand the Nagoya Protocol, requests the parties,
in close collaboration with relevant stakeholdets, coherently and efficiently
implement the obligations and commitments underGo@avention and the Protocol,
and in this regard emphasizes the need to compedyg address at all levels the
difficulties that impede their full implementation;

6. Recognizeshat the conservation and sustainable use of berdity can
significantly contribute to disaster risk reductiaand to reducing the adverse
impacts of climate change, including by adding lieaice to fragile ecosystems and
making them less vulnerable;

7. Urges the parties to the Convention to facilitate theansfer of
technology for the effective implementation of tBenvention in accordance with
its provisions, in this regard takes note of theatgtgy for the practical
implementation of the programme of work on techmyldransfer and scientific and
technical cooperation developed by the Ad Hoc Técdin Expert Group on
Technology Transfer and Scientific and TechnolobiCaoperation, as well as of
decision XlI/2, entitled “Review of progress in imephentation of national
biodiversity strategies and action plans and relatapacity-building support to
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parties”? and also takes note of the relevant decisions @abpy the Conference

of the Parties at its twelfth meeting in this redjar

8. Notes with appreciationthe efforts made by the secretariat of the
Convention, parties to the Convention and the Gldbravironment Facility, as the
financial mechanism of the Convention, in conjuantiwith United Nations funds
and programmes and the specialized agencies, dawelther entities, in organizing
capacity-building workshops to support countries time updating of national
biodiversity strategies and action plans, with &wito enhancing capacity and
addressing the need for human, technical and fimhmesources to implement the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-20%90and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
adopted by the Conference of the Parties to thev€ntion at its tenth meetind,in
particular for developing countries;

9. Urges parties to promote the mainstreaming of gendersicterations in
developing, implementing and revising their natiorend, where appropriate,
regional biodiversity strategies and action planmsd aequivalent instruments in
implementing the three objectives of the Convention

10. Calls upon Governments and all stakeholders to take apprtpria
measures to mainstream consideration of the sooim@nic impacts and benefits of
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiwersitd its components, as well as
ecosystems that provide essential services, inBvamt programmes and policies at
all levels, in accordance with national legislati@ircumstances and priorities;

11. Reaffirmsthe importance of continuing to pursue more eéfiti and
coherent implementation of the three objectivesh& Convention, and calls upon
parties and stakeholders to strengthen internatiepaperation measures for the
fulfilment of obligations contained in the Conveonti including through addressing
implementation gaps, in particular with regard ttiche 15 of the Convention;

12. Also reaffirms the importance of the achievement of the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets and the implementation of tBeategic Plan for Biodiversity
2011-2020 by the parties to the Convention;

13. Recognizeghat parties to the Convention on Biological Disi¢y have
reiterated that resources, financial, human antirteal, need to be mobilized from
all sources, and that this should be balanced with effective implementation of
the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, ss®s the need for further
consideration of the evaluation of all resourcesbitiped in terms of the
biodiversity outcomes achieved, and in this regarglcomes the decision of the
parties to the Convention on an overall substantiatease in total biodiversity-
related funding for the implementation of the Ségit Plan for Biodiversity 2011—
2020 from a variety of sources, including natioreatd international resource
mobilization, international cooperation and the lexation of new and innovative
financial mechanisms, and takes note of the deesseadopted by the Conference of
the Parties at its twelfth meeting in this regard;

14. Invites countries that have not yet done so to ratify ocemle to the
Convention;

15. Invites parties to the Convention to ratify or accede b tNagoya
Protocol, and invites the Executive Secretary aml Global Environment Facility,
within its mandate as the financial mechanism af @onvention, in collaboration
with relevant organizations, to continue supportimgppacity-building and
development activities to support the ratificatimd implementation of the Protocol,;

16. Takes noteof the work done by the Ad Hoc Open-ended Intesgesal
Working Group on Article 8jf and Related Provisions, and in this regard irsvitee
secretariat of the Convention, through the SecyeGeneral, to report on the
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progress made when reporting on the implementaifoime present resolution to the
General Assembly at its seventieth session;

17. Stressesthe importance of continued consideration of tlssue of
biodiversity, and encourages Member States andstdkeholders to give due
consideration to this issue in the elaborationh& post-2015 development agenda;

18. Takes noteof the second plenary meeting of the Intergovermtake
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecogyst Services, which aims to
provide the best available policy-relevant inforipat on biodiversity to assist
decision makers;

19. Stresseghe importance of the engagement of the privatéaseand other
stakeholders in the implementation of the threesotiyes of the Convention and in
the achievement of the biodiversity targets, ingitbem to align their policies and
practices more explicitly with the objectives ofetilConvention, including through
partnerships, in accordance with national legiskaticircumstances and priorities,
and in this regard stresses the importance of thgomg work of the Global
Partnership on Business and Biodiversity;

20. Notesthe ongoing work of the Joint Liaison Group of thecretariats and
offices of the relevant subsidiary bodies of then@ention on Biological Diversity,
the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertifima in Those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertificati®tarticularly in Africa®® and
the United Nations Framework Convention on Clima@hange® (the Rio
conventions) and the Liaison Group of Biodiversigfated Conventions,
acknowledges the importance of improving coherentehe implementation of
those conventions, recognizes the importance ofapaimg synergies among the
biodiversity-related conventions, without prejuditetheir specific objectives, and
encourages the conferences of the parties to thdi@rsity-related multilateral
environmental agreements to consider strengtheeiffigrts in this regard, taking
into account relevant experiences and bearing indnthe respective independent
legal status and mandates of those instruments;

21. Invitesthe secretariat of the Convention to report, tigtothe Secretary-
General, at its seventieth session, on the impleéatem of the present resolution,
including progress in the implementation of the €emtion and the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets, and on difficulties encourgdr in the process of their
implementation;

22. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its sevetht session,
under the item entitled “Sustainable developmenthe sub-item entitled
“Convention on Biological Diversity”.

75th plenary meeting
19 December 2014
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