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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 11 December 2013

[on the report of the Special Political and Decokation Committee
(Fourth Committee) (A/68/42R)

68/73. Effects of atomic radiation

The General Assembly

Recallingits resolution 913 (X) of 3 December 1955, by whit established
the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effeof Atomic Radiation, and its
subsequent resolutions on the subject, in whicterialia, it requested the Scientific
Committee to continue its work,

Concerned about the potentially harmful effects on presemtd afuture
generations resulting from the levels of radiatiom which mankind and the
environment are exposed,

Consciousof the continuing need to examine and compile linfation about
atomic and ionizing radiation and to analyse it§eetls on mankind and the
environment, and conscious also of the increasddme, complexity and diversity
of that information,

Acknowledging the concerns about the radiological consequenckesaro
accident which were raised by the accident at theuBhima Daiichi nuclear power
station following the March 2011 earthquake anchesui in Japan,

Reaffirmingthe desirability of the Scientific Committee canting its work,
and welcoming the increased commitment of Statesnbe¥s of the Scientific
Committee,

Emphasizingthe vital need for sufficient, assured and preatit¢ funding, as
well as efficient management, of the work of thecrs¢ariat of the Scientific
Committee to arrange the annual sessions and cwoatelithe development of
documents based on scientific reviews of the saum@kionizing radiation and its
effects on human health and the environment,

Recognizingthe increasing importance of the scientific worktloe Scientific
Committee and the need to carry out unforeseentiaadil work in cases such as the
nuclear accident in Japan,
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Recognizing alsehe importance of voluntary contributions to thengral trust
fund established by the Executive Director of thaitdd Nations Environment
Programme to support the work of the Scientific Quittee,

Consideringthat the high quality of the work of the ScientifCommittee
needs to be maintained in the future,

Recognizingthe importance of disseminating results from therkvof the
Scientific Committee and widely publicizing sciefiti knowledge about atomic
radiation, and recalling, in that context, prineplO0 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Developmeht,

1. Commendsthe United Nations Scientific Committee on the gefls of
Atomic Radiation for the valuable contribution itasr been making since its
inception to wider knowledge and understanding haf tevels, effects and risks of
ionizing radiation and for fulfilling its originainandate with scientific authority and
independence of judgement;

2. Reaffirmsthe decision to maintain the present functions ampendent
role of the Scientific Committee;

3. Notes with appreciatiothe work of the Scientific Committee, and takes
note of the report on its sixtieth sessfn;

4. Appreciatesthe scientific report on the levels and effectsrafliation
exposure due to the nuclear accident after the 2924t east-Japan earthquake and
tsunami, and looks forward to the publication o€ teupporting scientific annex
thereto;

5. Welcomes with appreciatiorthe report on the effects of radiation
exposure on children;

6. Requeststhe Scientific Committee to continue its work, luding its
important activities to increase knowledge of thedls, effects and risks of ionizing
radiation from all sources, and to report thereonthe General Assembly at its
sixty-ninth session;

7. Endorsesthe intentions and plans of the Scientific Comasttfor
conducting its programme of work of scientific rewi and assessment on behalf of
the General Assembly, in particular its strategianpfor the period 2014-2019, its
next Global Survey of Medical Radiation Usage angh&sures, to be conducted in
close cooperation with other relevant organizatjarsd its assessments of levels of
ionizing radiation exposure from electrical energyoduction, and requests the
Scientific Committee to submit plans for its onggiand future programme of work
to the Assembly at its sixty-ninth session;

8. Calls uponthe Secretariat to facilitate the timely publicati of the
reports of the Scientific Committee, inter alia, bgntinuing to streamline internal
procedures as necessary, and to strive to publigh reports within the same
calendar year as their approval;

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Envireminand Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3—-14 June
1992 vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conferedaited Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 an
corrigendum), resolution 1, annex I.

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtyviggession, Supplement No.(AB8/46).
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9. Re-emphasizeshe need for the Scientific Committee to hold riegu
sessions on an annual basis so that its reporteféact the latest developments and
findings in the field of ionizing radiation and ttedy provide updated information
for dissemination among all States;

10. Invites the Scientific Committee to continue its consutias with
scientists and experts from interested Member Statehe process of preparing its
future scientific reports, and requests the Seciat#o facilitate such consultations;

11. Welcomesin this context, the readiness of Member Stateprbvide the
Scientific Committee with relevant information olmetlevels and effects of ionizing
radiation, and invites the Scientific Committee tanalyse and give due
consideration to such information, particularlytire light of its own findings;

12. Also welcomeshe strategy of the Scientific Committee to impeodata
collection, encourages in this regard Member States organizations of the United
Nations system and non-governmental organizatiosrscerned to provide further
relevant data about doses, effects and risks frarmous sources of radiation,
including exposure to naturally occurring radiogetimaterials, which would greatly
help in the preparation of future reports of theeftific Committee to the General
Assembly, and further encourages the Internatiohdmic Energy Agency, the
World Health Organization and other relevant orgations to establish and
coordinate with the Secretariat the arrangementspfriodic exchange of data on
radiation exposures of workers, the general pulditd, in particular, medical
patients;

13. Requestghe United Nations Environment Programme to camirand
strengthen, as appropriate, support for the effecionduct of the work of the
Scientific Committee and for the dissemination ®$ findings to the General
Assembly, the scientific community and the public;

14. Encouragesthe United Nations Environment Programme to camiro
strengthen the funding of the Scientific Committgairsuant to paragraph 13 of
General Assembly resolutidsiv/1120f 18 December 2012;

15. EncouragesMember States to make voluntary contributions he t
general trust fund established by the ExecutiveeBtior of the United Nations
Environment Programme, and also to make contrimstim kind in order to support
the work of the Scientific Committee;

16. Recallsparagraph 19 of General Assembly resolu#@n70of 9 December
2011, notes the expression of interest by MembeateStin membership in the
Scientific Committee, and requests the Secretarpedal to provide the Assembly
at its seventy-second session with a list of themMer States that have expressed
their particular interest in membership in the $¢ikc Committee between the
sixty-sixth and seventy-second sessions, for carsition pursuant to the above-
mentioned paragraph.

65th plenary meeting
11 December 2013
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