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68/223. Culture and sustainable development

The General Assemhly

Guidedby the purposes and principles enshrined in tharth of the United
Nations,

Recallingits resolutions41/187 of 8 December 198646/158 of 19 December
1991, 51/179 of 16 December 199652/197 of 18 December 199753/184 of
15 December 199855/192 of 20 December 200057/249 of 20 December 2002,
65/166 0f 20 December 2010 argb/2080of 22 December 2011, concerning culture
and development, arg6/2880f 27 July 2012, entitled “The future we want”,

Recalling alsothe adoption by the General Conference of the éthillations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatiohthe Universal Declaration on
Cultural Diversity and the Action Plan for its implementatidmn 2 November
2001, and of the Convention on the Protection angn®tion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressiond on 20 October 2005, as well as other internationa
conventions of that organization that acknowledbe tmportant role of cultural
diversity for social and economic developmént,

Noting the adoption by the Executive Board of the Unité&thtions
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizationits 192nd session, held from
23 September to 11 October 2013, of a decision llggting the need to intensify
efforts to integrate culture as an enabler and airief sustainable development in
the post-2015 development agenda,

! United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultutaganization,Records of the General Conference,
Thirty-first Session, Paris, 15 October—3 Novemd@01, vol. 1 and corrigendunRResolutions sect. V,
resolution 25, annex .

2 |bid., annex II.
3 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2440, No. 43977.

* The Convention for the Protection of Cultural Redp in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954); the
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventine lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property (1970); the Convemtconcerning the Protection of the World Cultur
and Natural Heritage (1972); the Convention onRhatection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (200
and the Convention for the Safeguarding of thenigitale Cultural Heritage (2003).
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Recognizinghat culture is an essential component of humarelbgment, that
it represents a source of identity, innovation anelativity for the individual and the
community and that it is an important factor in bcinclusion and poverty
eradication, providing for sustainable economic vgito and ownership of
development processes,

Recognizing alsathe importance of respect and understanding fdtucai
diversity throughout the world and of working tolget and not against each other,

Recalling the principles of the Universal Declaration on @u&l Diversity,
and acknowledging that cultural diversity is a smupnf enrichment for humankind
and an important contribution to the sustainableed@ment of local communities,
peoples and nations, empowering them to play anvecand unique role in
development initiatives,

Recognizingthe importance of multilingualism as a means obmoting,
protecting and preserving the diversity of languaged cultures globally and that
genuine multilingualism promotes unity in diversépnd international understanding,
and recognizing also the importance for the peopfethe world to communicate in
their own language,

Recallingthe concerns expressed in the Beijing Declaratind Platform for
Action® on the underrepresentation of women in decisiofkinm positions in the
area of culture, which has prevented women fromirga significant impact in the
area of culture and development,

Recalling alsothe importance of the promotion of national cudtsyr artistic
creation in all its forms and international and ioe@l cultural cooperation, and
reaffirming in this regard the relevance of strdrggting national efforts and
regional and international cooperation mechanisorsclultural action and artistic
creation, recognizing respect for cultural plurailisas defined by the Universal
Declaration on Cultural Diversity, as policies fitte inclusion and participation of
all citizens that guarantee social cohesion andvitedity of civil society and peace,
enhance cultural development and contribute toasnable development,

Recognizingthe linkages between cultural and biological dsigr and the
positive contribution of local and indigenous triadihal knowledge in addressing
environmental challenges in a sustainable manner,

Recallingthat, in its resolutior65/1 of 22 September 2010, entitled “Keeping
the promise: united to achieve the Millennium Dephent Goals”, the General
Assembly emphasized the importance of culture foevedopment and its
contribution to the achievement of the Millenniunev2lopment Goals and, in that
respect, encouraged international cooperation ie thultural field, aimed at
achieving development objectives,

Noting the positive results and impact of programmes artuce and
development at the country level, inter alia, thegrammes jointly implemented by
several United Nations agencies, including but limoited to those financed by the
Millennium Development Goals Achievement Fund,

Taking noteof the Hangzhou Declaration: Placing Culture a¢ tHeart of
Sustainable Development Policies, adopted at thegiRlaou International Congress,

® Report of the Fourth World Conference on WomerijirBe 415 September 1998Jnited Nations
publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resiolu1, annexes | and II.
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entitled “Culture: key to sustainable developmemit'ganized by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizationdaheld in Hangzhou, China,
from 15 to 17 May 2013,

Welcomingthe World Culture Forum on the power of culture Sastainable
development, held in Bali, Indonesia, from 24 toNGvember 2013, which enriches
the deliberations on the impact of culture on theeé dimensions of sustainable
development,

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Confeee on
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future went¥& which recognizes that all
cultures and civilizations can contribute to susédile development and calls for
holistic and integrated approaches to sustainablelpment,

Recalling alsothe outcome document of the special event to follp efforts
made towards achieving the Millennium Developmentad convened by the
President of the General Assembly on 25 Septemh&32and the decision
contained therein to launch a process of intergomemtal negotiations at the
beginning of the sixty-ninth session of the Genékatembly, which will lead to the
adoption of the post-2015 development agenda,

1. Takes noteof the note by the Secretary-General transmitting report
prepared by the United Nations Educational, Scfantind Cultural Organizatiof,
and in this regard acknowledges the work undertakgnthe United Nations
agencies to optimize the contributions of cultuestistainable development;

2. Also takes noteof the nine recommended actions contained in the
Hangzhou Declaration to place culture at the heéfuture policies for sustainable
development, and invites all Member States, inteegomental organizations,
organizations of the United Nations system, relévanon-governmental
organizations and all relevant stakeholders to mwrsthem in the elaboration of the
post-2015 development agenda,;

3. Takes note with appreciatioof the discussions and conclusions of the
high-level thematic debate on culture and developinsponsored by the President
of the General Assembly and held at United Natibleadquarters on 12 June 2013,
which focused on culture as a resource for achiguime internationally agreed
development goals, including the Millennium Devetognt Goals;

4. Takes noteof the special edition of the Creative Economy 8&wp
co-published by the United Nations Educational,e8tific and Cultural Organization
and the United Nations Development Programme thihathg United Nations Office
for South-South Cooperation in November 2013, whagblores the role of cultural
and creative industries in achieving inclusive sbeind economic development;

5. Recognizeghe role of culture as an enabler of sustainaldeetbpment
that provides peoples and communities with a streagse of identity and social
cohesion and contributes to more effective andainable development policies and
measures at all levels, and stresses in this retfertdpolicies responsive to cultural
contexts can yield better, sustainable, inclusived aequitable development
outcomes;

% Resolution 66/288, annex.
" Resolution 68/6.
8 A/68/266.
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6. Also recognizesthe potential of culture as a driver of sustaimabl
development, which contributes to a strong and iMialeconomic sector by
generating income, creating decent jobs and adorgskoth the economic and
social dimensions of poverty through cultural hageé and cultural and creative
industries, while providing innovative and effeaivsolutions to cross-cutting
issues, such as education, health, gender equaidythe environment;

7. Emphasizeshe important contribution of culture to the thréienensions
of sustainable development and to the achieveméntnational development
objectives and the internationally agreed developmeoals, including the
Millennium Development Goals, and in this regaréiramwledges:

(&) That culture contributes to inclusive economiwelepment, as cultural
heritage, cultural and creative industries, susthia cultural tourism and cultural
infrastructure are sources of income generation jahdcreation, including at the
community level, thus improving living condition:é fostering community-based
economic growth, and contribute to empowering indiinals;

(b) That culture contributes to inclusive social deyament for all, including
local communities and indigenous peoples, with eespfor cultural diversity,
safeguarding of the cultural and natural heritafgestering of cultural institutions
and strengthening of cultural and creative indestri

(c) That culture contributes to environmental susaditlity, since the
protection of cultural and biological diversity amlde natural heritage is crucial to
sustainable development, while supporting traditiosystems of environmental
protection, and resource management can contritutbe increased sustainability
of fragile ecosystems and the preservation andasusible use of biodiversity,
reducing land degradation and mitigating the e8edftclimate change;

8. Acknowledgeshat culture contributes to peace and securityg &aluable
resource for empowering communities to participfaiéy in social and cultural life,
facilitating inclusive governance and dialogue dte tnational, regional and
international levels and contributing to confliaepention and resolution, as well as
to reconciliation and recovery;

9. Recognizeghat culture should be taken into account in tlmenpotion
and implementation of new sustainable consumptiod production patterns that
contribute to the responsible use of resources address the adverse impacts of
climate change;

10. Acknowledgesthat quality education is enriched by culture, @i
transmits shared values, knowledge and skills;

11. Invitesall Member States, intergovernmental bodies, oizgtions of the
United Nations system, relevant non-governmentajanizations and all other
relevant stakeholders:

(8 To raise public awareness of the importance dtucal diversity for
sustainable development, promoting its positiveueathrough education and media
tools;

(b) To ensure a more visible and effective integmnatamd mainstreaming of
culture into social, environmental and economicalepment policies and strategies
at all levels;

(c) To ensure that women and men equally accessicjpsate and contribute
to cultural life and decision-making, and to funtheommit themselves to the
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development of cultural policies and programmeshvatgender perspective at the
local, national and international levels in ordergromote gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls;

(d) To promote capacity-building, where appropriate, all levels for the
development of a dynamic cultural and creative @gdh particular by encouraging
creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship, supipgrthe development of cultural
institutions and cultural industries, providing beécal and vocational training for
culture professionals and increasing employmentoofymities in the cultural and
creative sector for sustained, inclusive and edpé@aeconomic growth and
development;

(e) To actively support the emergence of local maskitr cultural goods
and services and to facilitate the effective ancitliaccess of such goods and
services to international markets, taking into aodothe expanding range of
cultural production and consumption and, for Stgtasties to it, the provisions of
the Convention on the Protection and Promotion loé tDiversity of Cultural
Expressions;

() To preserve and maintain local and indigenouditianal knowledge and
community practices of environmental managementicwtare valuable examples
of culture as a vehicle for sustainable developmant to foster synergies between
modern science and technology and local and indigerknowledge, practices and
innovation;

(g) To promote global awareness of the linkages betweultural and
biological diversity, including through the proteart and encouragement of the
customary use of biological resources, in accordamdgth traditional cultural
practices, as a key element of a comprehensive oaghr to sustainable
development;

(h) To support national legal frameworks and policiesthe protection and
preservation of cultural heritage and cultural pedp,® the fight against illicit
trafficking in cultural property and the return otiltural property, in accordance
with national legislation and applicable internatad legal frameworks, including by
promoting international cooperation to prevent tmésappropriation of cultural
heritage and products, recognizing the importantentllectual property rights in
sustaining those involved in cultural creativity;

(i) To note that, in achieving these objectives, waitve mechanisms of
financing can make a positive contribution in aseis developing countries in
mobilizing additional resources for development anstable, predictable and
voluntary basis, and to reiterate that such volgyntaechanisms should be effective,
should aim to mobilize resources that are stabkd pnedictable, should supplement
and not be a substitute for traditional sourcediméncing, should be disbursed in
accordance with the priorities of developing coisdgrand should not unduly burden
such countries;

() To mobilize culture as a vehicle to foster toleca, mutual
understanding, peace and reconciliation in the exintof conflict-prevention,
conflict-resolution and peacebuilding processes;

® As defined in article 1 of the Convention on theale of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit Impor
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural PrépetUnited Nations,Treaty Series vol. 823,
No. 11806).

57



A/RES/68/223 Culture and sustainable development

12. Encouragesall Member States, intergovernmental bodies, oizgtions
of the United Nations system, relevant non-governtakorganizations and all other
relevant stakeholders to enhance international eoatpon in supporting the efforts
of developing countries towards the developmengrgithening and consolidation
of cultural industries, cultural tourism and cukurelated microenterprises and to
assist those countries in developing the necesisdrgstructure and skills, as well
as in mastering information and communications tedbgies and in gaining access
to new technologies on mutually agreed terms;

13. Encouragesinitiatives to foster cultural cooperation agreertse and
networks at the regional level for knowledge- andformation-sharing for
sustainable development;

14. Invitesthe organizations of the United Nations systempanticular the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultui@tganization, to continue to
provide support, to facilitate financing and to iassMember States, upon their
request, in developing their national capacitiesofmimize the contribution of
culture to development, including through infornoatisharing, the exchange of best
practices, data collection, research and studytheduse of appropriate evaluation
indicators, as well as to implement applicable iin&tional cultural conventions,
taking into account the relevant resolutions of @eneral Assembly;

15. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Qrsl
Organization and other relevant United Nations lksdto continue to assess, in
consultation with Member States, the contributidncaolture to the achievement of
sustainable development through the compilationqafntitative data, including
indicators and statistics, with a view to informidgvelopment policies and relevant
reports, where appropriate;

16. Requeststhe Secretary-General to ensure that United Natioauntry
teams continue to further integrate and mainstreaitture into their programming
exercises, in particular United Nations Developméssistance Frameworks, in
consultation with relevant national authorities, emh assisting countries in the
pursuit of their development objectives;

17. Encouragesall Member States, intergovernmental bodies, oizgtions
of the United Nations system, relevant non-governtakorganizations and all other
relevant stakeholders to give due consideratioth&éocontribution of culture to the
achievement of sustainable development in the féatn of national, regional and
international development policies and internatiocc@operation instruments;

18. Also encourages all Member States, intergovernmental bodies,
organizations of the United Nations system, relévam-governmental organizations
and all other relevant stakeholders to give due sieration to culture and
sustainable development in the elaboration of st{2015 development agenda;

19. Requestghe Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakeAdsy at its
sixty-ninth session, in lieu of a report to its eatieth session, a progress report, in
the most efficient and cost-effective manner, oa timplementation of the present
resolution, and, in consultation with Member Statedevant United Nations funds
and programmes and the specialized agencies ofJttieed Nations, in particular
the United Nations Education, Scientific and CudfuiOrganization, to present
options for a United Nations consolidated approach culture and sustainable
development;
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20. Requestshe President of the General Assembly to hold e-day special
thematic debate at the highest political level plolgs within existing resources, by
the end of 2014, to give due consideration to tbke rof culture and sustainable
development in the elaboration of the post-2015ed@yment agenda, and to present
a Chair’'s summary of the debate;

21. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its sixtipth session,
under the item entitled “Globalization and interdagence”, a sub-item entitled
“Culture and sustainable development”, on an exogpl basis, and to include in
the provisional agenda of its seventieth sessiomdeu the item entitled
“Globalization and interdependence”, the sub-itemiteed “Culture and sustainable
development”, to maintain the biennial nature daétbub-item.

71st plenary meeting
20 December 2013
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