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68/192. Improving the coordination of efforts against trafficking
in persons

The General Assembly,

Reiterating its strong condemnation of trafficking in persons, especially
women and children, which constitutes an offence anserious threat to human
dignity and physical integrity, human rights andrdl®pment,

Reiterating its concern that, despite sustained measures taken at the
international, regional and national levels, trefing in persons remains one of the
grave challenges facing the international commuynighich also impairs the
enjoyment of human rights and needs a more congertellective and
comprehensive international response,

Bearing in mind that all States have an obligation to exercise diligence to
prevent, investigate and punish perpetrators dfitking in persons and to rescue
victims, as well as to provide for their protectjand that not doing so violates and
impairs or nullifies the enjoyment of the humanhtg and fundamental freedoms of
the victims,

Reaffirming the commitment made by world leaders at the Mitiem
Summit,* the 2005 World Summftand the high-level plenary meeting of the
General Assembly on the Millennium Development Godleld in 201G,to devise,
enforce and strengthen effective measures to corabdt eliminate all forms of
trafficking in persons, to counter the demand fafficked victims and to protect
the victims,

Recalling the United Nations Convention against Transnatio@aganized
Crime,* the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish itkaffg in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing theitéth Nations Convention
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against Transnational Organized Crimehich provided the definition of the crime
of trafficking in persons, the Optional Protocol ttee Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the sale of children, child prostiaurtiand child pornograpfiyand the
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slayethe Slave Trade, and
Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavéry,

Recognizing the significance of the United Nations Global PlafnAction to
Combat Trafficking in Persons, adopted by the Gahé&ssembly in its resolution
64/2930f 30 July 2010, and underlining the importancetsffull implementation,

Reaffirming that the Global Plan of Action was developed:

(& To promote universal ratification of the Unitedafibns Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime and the Rudtéo Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women &Dkildren, as well as other
relevant international instruments that addresdfitldng in persons, and to
reinforce the implementation of existing instrumeagainst trafficking in persons,

(b) To help Member States reinforce their politicalmomitments and legal
obligations to prevent and combat trafficking irrgens,

(c) To promote comprehensive, coordinated and comsistesponses at the
national, regional and international levels to ctaurirafficking in persons,

(d) To promote a human rights-based, gender- andsagsitive approach in
addressing all factors that make people vulnerablérafficking in persons and in
strengthening the criminal justice response, whigte necessary to prevent
trafficking in persons, protect victims and prosecperpetrators,

(e) To raise awareness within the United Nations eystand also among
States and other stakeholders, such as the prisattor, civil society and the
international and national mass media, and theipwillarge,

() To foster cooperation and coordination amongralévant stakeholders,
including Member States, international organizasiowivil society organizations
and the private sector, and within various entitedsthe United Nations system,
taking into account existing best practices anddas learned,

Recalling its resolution®1/1800f 20 December 200®4/1780f 18 December
2009 and67/190 of 20 December 2012 on improving the coordinatmfefforts
against trafficking in persons and other relevamn&al Assembly resolutions on
trafficking in persons,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2013/41 2&f July
2013 on the implementation of the United Nationslgall Plan of Action to Combat
Trafficking in Persons and previous Council resns on trafficking in persons,

Recalling further Human Rights Council resolutio3/5 of 13 June 2013,
entitled “Trafficking in persons, especially womeand children: efforts to combat
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human trafficking in supply chains of business&sahd other relevant resolutions of
the Council on trafficking in persons,

Welcoming the adoption of the Declaration of the High-lev@lalogue on
International Migration and Developmelftheld on 3 and 4 October 2013, and the
commitment by Member States, inter alia, to prevantd combat trafficking in
persons, to protect victims of trafficking, stresgithe need to establish or upgrade,
as appropriate, national and regional anti-humaaffioking policies, and to
reinforce cooperation on prevention, the prosecutiof traffickers and the
protection of victims of trafficking,

Recognizing the important role of the Inter-Agency CoordinaticdGroup
against Trafficking in Persons in fostering coomion and cooperation in the
global fight against trafficking in persons, in fiaular the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, the Office of the United Nationgi Commissioner for Human
Rights, the Office of the United Nations High Conssibner for Refugees, the
United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Natidastity for Gender Equality and
the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the InternagioLabour Organization,
the International Organization for Migration, thenited Nations Development
Programme, the United Nations Population Fund, Wmnéted Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and other ng@vernmental organizations,
within their existing mandates,

Recognizing also that the Inter-Agency Coordination Group, withins i
mandate, contributes to the implementation of theb@! Plan of Action, and taking
note with appreciation of the activities of the téd Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime as coordinator of the Inter-Agency CoordinatiGroup,

Emphasizing the central role of the work of the United Natio@dfice on
Drugs and Crime in the global fight against traffitg in persons, particularly in
providing technical assistance to implement thetedhiNations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocol tevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Cleldr supplementing the
Convention against Transnational Organized Crimg, nbaking use of existing
capacity-building tools, lessons learned and expertavailable in international
organizations, including the International Framekvdéor Action to Implement the
Trafficking in Persons Protocol,

Recognizing the need to continue to foster a global partngrshgainst
trafficking in persons and the need to continuework towards an enhanced
comprehensive and coordinated approach to preveatcambat trafficking and to
protect and assist victims of trafficking in persotmrough the appropriate national,
regional and international mechanisms,

Recognizing also the importance of bilateral, subregional, regioraid
international cooperation mechanisms and initia&jveincluding information
exchanges on good practices, of Governments andntgrgovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to address the probbf trafficking in persons,
especially women and children,

® See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 53 (A/68/53),
chap. V, sect. A.
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Sressing the need to protect victims of trafficking fromibg incarcerated and
prosecuted even when States have inadequate omomoaf procedures for their
identification,

Recognizing that broad international cooperation between Memfbates and
relevant intergovernmental and non-governmentalapizations is essential for
effectively countering the threat of trafficking ipersons and other contemporary
forms of slavery,

Recognizing also that victims of trafficking are often subject tauttiple forms
of discrimination and violence, including on theognds of gender, age, disability,
ethnicity, culture and religion, as well as natibma social origin, and that these
forms of discrimination may themselves fuel traffitg in persons, and that women
and children without nationality or without birthegistration are particularly
vulnerable to trafficking in persons,

Sressing the need to promote and protect the rights ofiwistof trafficking in
persons and to reintegrate victims into the commrincluding by taking into
account, where appropriate, the Recommended Piaeignd Guidelines on Human
Rights and Human Trafficking and the commentary thereon developed by the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner fduman Rights, as well as the
Guidelines on the Protection of Child Victims ofafficking developed by the
United Nations Children’s Fund,

Welcoming the efforts of Member States, United Nations agesnc
international organizations, civil society orgartipas and the private sector to
address the problem of trafficking in persons, uthg women and girls as the most
vulnerable group, and encouraging them to furthehamce their efforts and
cooperation, including by sharing their knowledged ebest practices as widely as
possible,

Affirming that capacity-building is a very important compohén combating
trafficking in persons, and in this regard stregsihe need to intensify international
cooperation to combat trafficking in persons, aslvas technical assistance for
countries aimed at strengthening their ability teyent all forms of trafficking,
including supporting their development programmes,

Recognizing that the Global Plan of Action and the establishtnaf the United
Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafimg in Persons, Especially
Women and Children, established in compliance i Global Plan of Action, aim
at raising awareness of the situation of victims lmfman trafficking and at
providing them with humanitarian, legal and finaalciaid through established
channels of assistance, such as governmental, goMernmental and
non-governmental organizations,

Reaffirming the importance of humanitarian, legal and finahaid to victims
of trafficking in persons, including through govemantal, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, including the Uditéations Voluntary Trust Fund
for Victims of Trafficking in Persons, Especially dmMen and Children and the
United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on ContemporBorms of Slavery,

1 E/2002/68/Add.1.
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Taking note of the report of the Special Rapporteur of the HmmRights
Council on trafficking in persons, especially womemd childrent?

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-General on the enpntation
of the mandates of the United Nations crime prewmentand criminal justice
programme, with particular reference to the techhicooperation activities of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimiewhich provides, inter alia, information
on progress made in improving the coordination @brés against trafficking in
persons and in the implementation by the Unitedidvest system of the Global Plan
of Action,

Taking note further of the outcomes of the sixth session of the Caariee of
the Parties to the United Nations Convention adaifisansnational Organized
Crime, held in Vienna from 15 to 19 October 204 2nd of the fifth session of the
Workilrslg Group on Trafficking in Persons, held inevina from 6 to 8 November
2013,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Convention againsansnational
Organized Crime, the Conference of the Partieshto@onvention is established to
improve the capacity of States parties to combangnational organized crime and
to promote and review the implementation of the @Gantion, including the Protocol
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 8ess Especially Women and
Children, supplementing the Convention against $raional Organized Crime,

Recalling its resolution59/156 of 20 December 2004, and expressing its
serious concern about the number of reported imtslef trafficking in persons for
the purpose of removal of organs and the ongoirak laf reliable data in that
regard,

Recalling also its resolutions53/199 of 15 December 1998 an@1/185 of
20 December 2006 on the proclamation of internatioyears and Economic and
Social Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1988 mternational years and
anniversaries,

1. Urges Member States that have not yet done so to consatédying or
acceding to, as a matter of priority, the UnitedtiNlas Convention against
Transnational Organized Crithand the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Cheldyr supplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organiz€dime? taking into
consideration the central role of those instrumeéntthe fight against trafficking in
persons, and also urges States parties to thosmiimsnts to implement them fully
and effectively;

2. Urges Member States and other stakeholders mentionethénUnited
Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking Persons, and invites the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations @mtion against Transnational
Organized Crime, relevant international, regionald asubregional organizations,
within their respective mandates, to continue tatcbute to the full and effective
implementation of the Global Plan of Action, inclad by means of strengthening
cooperation and improving coordination among thdiwesin achieving that goal;

12 AJHRC/23/48.
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3. Welcomes the holding of the high-level meeting of the Gealekssembly
during its sixty-seventh session, from 13 to 15 M2OA 3, to appraise the progress
achieved in the implementation of the Global PlanAation, which, inter alia,
evinced strong political will to step up effortsagst trafficking in persons;

4. Decides to appraise, from within existing resources, ofoar-year basis,
starting at its seventy-second session, the pregaesieved in the implementation
of the Global Plan of Action in order to assessiaeéments, gaps and challenges,
including in the implementation of the relevant & dgnstruments, and requests the
Secretary-General to take all necessary measurdgmtrregard;

5. Also decides, in the context of the need for raising awarenetghe
situation of victims of human trafficking and foheg promotion and protection of
their rights, to designate 30 July as the World Raginst Trafficking in Persons, to
be observed every year beginning in 2014, invitdisMember States, relevant
agencies of the United Nations system and otherirdtional organizations, as well
as civil society, to observe the World Day, andeasothat the costs of all activities
that may arise should be met from voluntary conttidns;

6. Expresses support for the activities of the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, reaffirms its request to the SeayeGeneral to provide adequate
support to the Commission on Crime Prevention amgn@®al Justice, and invites
Member States to make voluntary contributions te tffice for the purpose of
providing assistance to Member States upon request;

7. Encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime tmgerate
with relevant international organizations outsidthe tUnited Nations system and to
invite such organizations and interested MemberteStato participate, when
appropriate, in the meetings of the Inter-Agencyofiiination Group against
Trafficking in Persons and to keep Member Statdarimed of the schedule of and
the progress made by the Inter-Agency CoordinaGoaup;

8. Invites the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, ti® ¢apacity as
coordinator of the Inter-Agency Coordination Groamd other relevant agencies of
the United Nations system, to continue to increfs®ir activities related to the
implementation of relevant international instrumeand the Global Plan of Action;

9. Invites Member States to address the social, economityral) political
and other factors that make people vulnerable #ffitking in persons, such as
poverty, unemployment, inequality, humanitarian egescies, including armed
conflicts and natural disasters, sexual violencendgr discrimination and social
exclusion and marginalization, as well as a cultofetolerance towards violence
against women, youth and children;

10. Calls upon Member States, international organizations, cisdciety
organizations and the private sector to increasg support prevention efforts in
countries of origin, transit and destination bydsing on the demand that fosters all
forms of trafficking and the goods and servicesduwed as a result of trafficking in
persons;

11. Calls upon Member States to continue their efforts to crintiza
trafficking in persons in all its forms, includinfor labour exploitation and
commercial sexual exploitation of children, incladiby tourists, to condemn these
practices and to investigate, prosecute and pemdliaffickers and intermediaries
while providing protection and assistance to thetimis of trafficking with full
respect for their human rights, and invites Memi&ates to continue to support
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those United Nations agencies and internationalawizations that are actively
involved in victim protection;

12. Invites the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminadtibe and
the Working Group on Trafficking in Persons, pumudo the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, cbnsider the need for
meetings of representatives of national coordimatmechanisms on combating
trafficking in persons, with a view to facilitatingnter alia, better international
coordination and information exchange on good pcastto address the problem of
trafficking in persons;

13. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, ti& ¢apacity
as fund manager of the United Nations Voluntary strirund for Victims of
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Cheldr to continue to encourage
contributions by States and all other relevant statders to the Trust Fund for
Victims of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Womand Children;

14. Welcomes the publication of the Global Report on Trafficgiin Persons
2012 prepared by the United Nations Office on Dragsl Crime, looks forward to
the next such report to be produced by the Offit2®14, pursuant to the Global
Plan of Action, and encourages Member States twigeoto the Office evidence-
based data on patterns, forms and flows of traffigkin persons, including for the
purpose of the removal of organs;

15. Invites Member States to give due consideration to the mament on
combating trafficking in persons made by world leeslat the Millennium Summit,
the 2005 World Summitand the high-level plenary meeting of the General
Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals, heid2010? in elaborating the
post-2015 development agenda,;

16. Encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime arttieo
members of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group tmtinue to contribute in line
with their existing mandates to the implementatodrihe Global Plan of Action, and
in this regard invites the United Nations Office @rugs and Crime and other
members of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group kmberate, in cooperation with
Member States, a list of concrete measures planoatl 2017 aimed at
implementing the Global Plan of Action and to pnetsi in an appropriate manner
to the General Assembly at its sixty-ninth session;

17. Invites Member States and other international and bilatei@nors to
provide voluntary contributions for these purposi@saccordance with the policies,
rules and procedures of the United Nations;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to resume the preparatioa séparate
report on the implementation of the present resofutind to submit the next report
to the General Assembly at its sixty-ninth session.

70th plenary meeting
18 December 2013
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