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61/181. Strengthening the United Nations Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice Programme, in particular its technical 
cooperation capacity 

 
 

 The General Assembly,  

 Recalling its resolution 46/152 of 18 December 1991 on the creation of an 
effective United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme, in which 
it approved the statement of principles and programme of action annexed thereto, its 
resolution 60/175 of 16 December 2005 on strengthening the United Nations Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, in particular its technical cooperation 
capacity, its resolution 60/1 of 16 September 2005 on the 2005 World Summit 
Outcome, in particular the sections on terrorism and transnational crime, and its 
resolutions relating to the urgent need to strengthen international cooperation and 
technical assistance in promoting and facilitating the ratification and 
implementation of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime and the Protocols thereto, 1  the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption2 and the international conventions and protocols against terrorism, 

 Recognizing the importance of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy, adopted on 8 September 2006,3 in which Member States resolved to take 
urgent action to prevent and combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, 
including enhancing cooperation and technical assistance among Member States, 
United Nations bodies dealing with counter-terrorism, relevant specialized agencies, 
relevant international, regional and subregional organizations and the donor 
community, and in particular encouraged the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, including its Terrorism Prevention Branch, to enhance, in close consultation 
with the Counter-Terrorism Committee and its Executive Directorate, its provision 
of technical assistance to States, upon request, to facilitate the implementation of the 
international conventions and protocols related to the prevention and suppression of 
terrorism and relevant United Nations resolutions, 

_______________ 
1 Resolution 55/25, annexes I–III, and resolution 55/255, annex. 
2 Resolution 58/4, annex. 
3 Resolution 60/288. 
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 Bearing in mind all relevant Economic and Social Council resolutions, in 
particular resolutions 2006/19, 2006/20, 2006/21, 2006/22, 2006/23, 2006/24, 
2006/25, 2006/26, 2006/27, 2006/28 and 2006/29 of 27 July 2006 and all those 
relating to the strengthening of international cooperation as well as the technical 
assistance and advisory services of the United Nations Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice Programme of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 
the field of crime prevention and criminal justice, promotion and reinforcement of 
the rule of law and reform of criminal justice institutions, including with regard to 
the implementation of technical assistance, in particular in Africa,  

 Recognizing that action against global crime is a common and shared 
responsibility, and stressing the need to work collectively to prevent and combat 
transnational crime,  

 Recognizing also the need to maintain a balance in the technical cooperation 
capacity of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime between all relevant 
priorities identified by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling the Bangkok Declaration on Synergies and Responses: Strategic 
Alliances in Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,4 

 Bearing in mind the efforts for the revitalization of the General Assembly,5 

 1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the progress made in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 60/175;6 

 2. Reaffirms the importance of the United Nations Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice Programme in promoting effective action to strengthen 
international cooperation in crime prevention and criminal justice, as well as of the 
work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in the fulfilment of its 
mandate in crime prevention and criminal justice, including providing to Member 
States, upon request and as a matter of high priority, technical cooperation, advisory 
services and other forms of assistance, and coordinating with and complementing 
the work of all relevant and competent United Nations bodies and offices; 

 3. Recognizes the progress made in the implementation of the global 
programmes addressing trafficking in human beings, including the support and 
protection of victims, corruption, organized crime, money-laundering and terrorism, 
and calls upon the Secretary-General to enhance further the effectiveness of these 
global programmes and to strengthen the focus of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime on these global programmes in crime prevention and criminal 
justice, taking into account also the elements necessary for building national 
capacity in order to strengthen fair and effective criminal justice systems and the 
rule of law; 

 4. Urges States and relevant international organizations to develop national 
and regional strategies, as appropriate, and other necessary measures to complement 
the work of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme 
in addressing effectively transnational organized crime, including trafficking in 
persons and related criminal activities such as kidnapping and the smuggling of 
migrants, as well as corruption and terrorism;  

_______________ 
4 Resolution 60/177, annex. 
5 See resolution 60/286, in particular cluster III, Working methods, of the annex. 
6 A/61/179. 
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 5. Reaffirms the importance of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime and its regional offices in building capacity at the local level in the fight 
against transnational organized crime and drug trafficking, and urges the Office to 
consider regional vulnerabilities, projects and impact in the fight against 
transnational organized crime, in particular in developing countries, when deciding 
to close and allocate offices, with a view to maintaining an effective level of support 
to national and regional efforts in those areas; 

 6. Urges all States and competent regional economic integration 
organizations that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying or acceding to 
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo 
Convention) and the Protocols thereto,1 the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption2 and the international conventions and protocols related to terrorism, and 
encourages States parties to continue to provide full support to the Conference of 
the Parties to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 
and the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption;  

 7. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to provide the United 
Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme with sufficient resources 
for the full implementation of its mandates, in conformity with its high priorities, 
and to provide adequate support to the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice; 

 8. Invites all States to increase their support to the operational activities of 
the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme through 
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice Fund or through voluntary contributions in direct support of such activities;  

 9. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the General 
Assembly at its sixty-second session on the implementation of the mandates of the 
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, reflecting also 
emerging policy issues and possible responses, for the purpose of contributing to a 
comprehensive discussion on the subject. 
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