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55/169. Humanitarian assistance to the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991, and reaffirming that
humanitarian assistance should be provided in accordance with the guiding
principles contained in the annex to that resolution,

Recalling also its resolution 54/96 F of 15 December 1999,

Deeply appreciative of the humanitarian assistance and the rehabilitation
support rendered by a number of States, in particular major contributors,
international agencies and organizations and non-governmental organizations to
alleviate the humanitarian needs of the affected population in the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia, in particular emergency assistance packages provided by the
European Union, participants in the FOCUS humanitarian relief initiative and other
countries,

Deeply concerned about the continuing urgency of the humanitarian situation
in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, aware of the magnitude of the humanitarian
requirements of the country, and recognizing the need to ensure effective links
between relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction and development of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia,

Aware of the persisting gravity of the situation of socially and economically
vulnerable segments of the population, including refugees and displaced persons,
coupled with significantly decreased social services capacity, especially in the health
sector,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,1

Taking note also of the report prepared by the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat in Belgrade entitled “Background on the
Energy Sector in Serbia for Winter 2000–2001”,2

                                                          
1 A/55/416.
2 See www.reliefweb.int.
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Recognizing the role of the United Nations in solving the humanitarian
problems facing the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and in coordinating the efforts
of the international community to provide humanitarian assistance to the country,

Welcoming the admission of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to the Stability
Pact for South-Eastern Europe on 26 October 2000,

Welcoming also the admission of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to
membership in the United Nations on 1 November 2000,

1. Calls upon all States, regional organizations, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and other relevant bodies to provide humanitarian
assistance to alleviate the humanitarian needs of the affected population in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, especially during the coming winter months,
bearing in mind in particular the special situation of women, as well as children and
other vulnerable groups;

2. Also calls upon all States, regional organizations, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and other relevant bodies to offer support to the
Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in its efforts to ensure the
transition from relief to the longer-term goals of rehabilitation, reconstruction and
development of the country;

3. Welcomes the commitment of, and encourages the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia to continue to cooperate with the United Nations system and
humanitarian organizations to address the humanitarian needs of the affected
population, including refugees and internally displaced persons, and urges the
relevant authorities and the international community to support programmes to
ensure that the humanitarian needs of refugees and internally displaced persons in
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia are met and to pursue durable solutions to their
plight, in particular voluntary repatriation and reintegration, stresses the need to
create conditions conducive to their safe return, and emphasizes in this regard the
importance of regional cooperation in the search for solutions to the plight of
refugees;

4. Calls upon the Secretary-General to continue to mobilize the timely
provision of international humanitarian assistance to the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia;

5. Emphasizes the importance of strengthening the coordination of
humanitarian assistance to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, inter alia, through
the mechanisms of a consolidated inter-agency appeal, and recognizes in this regard
especially the role of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs;

6. Requests the United Nations and the specialized agencies to continue
their efforts to assess the humanitarian needs, in cooperation with the Government
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, relevant international and regional
organizations and bodies and interested States, with a view to ensuring effective
links between relief and longer-term assistance to the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, taking into account the work already carried out in this field and the
need to avoid duplication and the overlapping of efforts;
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7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to it at its fifty-sixth session,
under the item entitled “Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and
disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including special economic
assistance”, a report on the implementation of the present resolution.

85th plenary meeting
14 December 2000


