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51/ 76. The qgirl child

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/154 of 21 Decenber 1995 and its resol utions
50/ 42 of 8 Decenber and 50/203 of 22 Decenber 1995 concerning the followup to
the Fourth Worl d Conference on Wnen, held at Beijing from4 to
15 Sept enber 1995,

Recalling also the Beijing Declaration and the Platformfor Action of
the Fourth World Conference on Wonen, ! t he Copenhagen Decl arati on on Soci al
Devel opnent and the Progranme of Action of the World Sunmit for Socia
Devel opnent, 2 held at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995, the Progranme of
Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, ® hel d at
Cairo from5 to 13 Septenber 1994, the Vienna Decl arati on and Progranme of
Action of the Wrld Conference on Human Rights,* held at Vienna from 14 to 25
June 1993, the Plan of Action for Inplenmenting the Wrld Declaration on the
Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of Children in the 1990s of the Wrld

1 A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. |, resolution 1, annexes | and Il
2 A/ CONF. 166/9, chap. |, resolution 1, annexes | and ||
3 Report of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent,

Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 95 X11.18),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

4 N CONF. 157/24 (Part 1), chap. II1.
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Sunmit for Children,® held in New York on 29 and 30 Septenber 1990, the World
Decl arati on on Education for Al and the Franework for Action to Meet Basic
Lear ni ng Needs® adopted at the World Conference on Education for Al, held at
Jontien, Thailand, from5 to 9 March 1990

Wl coming with satisfaction the adoption and di ssem nation of the
Decl arati on and Agenda for Action of the Wrld Congress agai nst Conmercia
Sexual Exploitation of Children,” held at Stockholmfrom27 to 31 August 1996,
whi ch constitute an inportant contribution to the global efforts aimed at the
eradi cati on of such practices,

Noting with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General on the
m d- decade revi ew of progress nmade in achieving the goals of the Wrld Sunmit
for Children,?

Wel coming the report of the expert of the Secretary-CGeneral on the
i npact of arnmed conflict on children,?®

Deeply concerned about discrimnation against the girl child and the
violation of the rights of the girl child, which often result in |ess access
for girls to education, nutrition, physical and nmental health care and to
girls enjoying fewer rights, opportunities and benefits of chil dhood and
adol escence than boys and often being subjected to various forns of cultural
soci al, sexual and econom c exploitation and to violence and harnful practices
such as incest, early nmarriage, fermale infanticide, prenatal sex selection and
femal e genital mutilation

Reaffirm ng the equal rights of wonen and nmen as enshrined in the
Preanble to the Charter of the United Nations, and recalling the Convention on
the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen'° and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, !

1. Uges all States to take all necessary neasures and to institute
legal reforms to ensure the full and equal enjoynment by the girl child of al
human rights and fundanmental freedons and to take effective action agai nst
viol ati ons of those rights and freedons;

5 See A/ 45/ 625, annex.

® Final Report of the Wirld Conference on Education for All: Meeting Basic
Learni ng Needs, Jontien, Thailand, 5-9 March 1990, Inter-Agency Commi ssion
(UNDP, UNESCO, UNI CEF, World Bank) for the Wrld Conference on Education for
Al'l, New York, 1990, appendix 1 and 2.

" Al 51/ 385, annex.

8 A/51/256.

® See A/51/306 and Add. 1

10 Resol ution 34/180, annex.

11 Resol ution 44/ 25, annex.
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2. Also urges all States to enact and enforce | egislation protecting
girls fromall fornms of violence, including female infanticide and prenata
sex selection, female genital nutilation, incest, sexual abuse, sexua
exploitation, child prostitution and child pornography, and to devel op age-
appropriate safe and confidential programmes and nedical, social and
psychol ogi cal support services to assist girls who are subjected to viol ence;

3. Calls upon all States and international and non-governnenta
organi zations, individually and collectively:

(a) To set goals and to devel op and inpl ement gender-sensitive
strategies to address the rights and needs of children, in accordance with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, to take into account the rights and
particul ar needs of the girl child, especially i n education, health and
nutrition, and to elinmnate negative cultural attitudes and practices agai nst
the girl child;

m ni mum

(b) To generate soci al support for the enforcenent of [aws on the
I
oppor t uni

egal age for marriage, in particular by providing educationa
t|es for girls;

(c) To give attention to the rights and needs of adol escent girls,
whi ch call for special action for their protection fromsexual exploitation
and abuse, harnful cultural practices, teenage pregnancy and vulnerability to
sexual ly transm tted di seases and human i nmunodefi ci ency virus/acquired
i mmunodefici ency syndrone and for the devel opnment of life skills and self-
esteem reaffirm ng that the advancenent and enpowernent of wonen throughout
the Iife cycle must begin with the girl child at all ages;

(d) To take nmeasures to increase awareness of the potential of the
girl child and to prompte gender-sensitive socialization of boys and girls
fromearly chil dhood, ained at achieving gender equality, devel opment and
peace within the fanily and the community;

(e) To ensure the equal participation of girls and young women on the
basi s of non-discrimnation and as partners with boys and young men in socia
econom c and political life and in the devel opment of strategies and the
i npl enent ati on of action ainmed at achi eving gender equality, devel opnent and
peace;

(f) To strengthen and reorient health education and health services,
in particular primary health care programes, including sexual and
reproductive health, and to design quality health programres that neet the
physi cal and nental needs of girls and attend to the needs of young expectant
and nursing not hers;

4. Urges States to enact and strictly enforce laws to ensure that
marriage is entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending
spouses, to enact and strictly enforce |aws concerning the m nimum | egal age
of consent and the mninmum age for marriage and to rai se the mninum age for
marri age where necessary,

5. Also urges States to elimnate all barriers so as to enable girls,
wi t hout exception, to develop their full potential and skills through equa
access to education and training;
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6. Encourages States to consider ways and neans to ensure the
conti nui ng education of married women, pregnant wonmen and young not hers;

7. Urges States to take special neasures for the protection of
children, in particular to protect girls fromrape and other fornms of sexua
abuse and gender-based violence in situations of armed conflict, in line with
t he recomendati ons of the expert appointed by the Secretary-Ceneral to study
the i nmpact of arnmed conflict on children;

8. Urges States parties to fulfil the obligations they have
undert aken under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention
on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Discrimnation against Wonen to protect
worren and girls fromall fornms of violence, including donestic violence,
sexual trafficking and child prostitution

9. Urges States to inplenent neasures to protect wonmen and girls from
all forms of violence, in line with the recommendati ons of the Specia
Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Rights on viol ence agai nst wonen, its
causes and consequences; '?

10. Requests all States to inplenment, on an urgent basis, neasures to
protect children fromall fornms of sexual exploitation, including neasures in
line with those outlined in the Declaration and Agenda for Action of the Wrld
Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children

11. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, as Chairman of the Administrative
Conmittee on Coordination, to ensure that all organizations and bodi es of the
United Nations system individually and collectively, in particular the United
Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organization, the Wrld Food Programme, the United Nations Popul ati on
Fund, the World Health Organi zation, the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Rights, the United Nations Devel opnment Programme and the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, take into account the rights and the
particul ar needs of the girl child, especially in education, health and
nutrition, and elimnate negative cultural attitudes and practices agai nst the
girl child in the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action of the Fourth
Wirl d Conference on Wnen and the systemw de nediumtermplan for the
advancenent of women for the period 1996-2001; 3

12. Calls upon the Conm ssion on Human Rights, while considering, in
accordance with the agreed conclusions 1996/ 1 of the Econom c and Socia
Council,* its input to the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen on ensuring
worren' s equal enjoynent of human rights relating to econom c resources, to pay
particular attention to all the human rights of the girl child;

12 See E/CN. 4/1996/53 and Add.1 and 2.
13 E/ 1993/ 43, annex.

14 See A/51/3 (Part I), chap. 111, sect. A see Oficial Records of the
General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Supplenent No. 3.
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13. Calls upon States and international and non-gover nnment al
organi zations to nobilize all necessary resources, support and efforts to
realize the goals, strategic objectives and actions set out in the Platform
for Action of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen;

14. Calls upon all States, all relevant organizations and bodi es of
the United Nations system and non-governnental organizations to inplenent
commitments to goals and actions relating to the girl child and to report on
initiatives and progress to the Conm ssion on the Status of Winen at its
forty-second session, pursuant to the decision of the Comm ssion to reviewthe
progress made in the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action of the Fourth
Wor I d Conference on Wnen relating to the girl child in 1998.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



