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51/ 31. Support by the United Nations system of the

efforts of Governments to pronote and
consolidate new or restored denpcracies

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Bearing in mind the indissoluble |inks between the principles enshrined
in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts®! and the foundations of any
denocratic society,

Recal ling the Manila Declaration? adopted by the First Internationa
Conference of New or Restored Denocracies® in June 1988,

Consi dering the major changes taking place on the international scene
and the aspirations of all peoples for an international order based on the
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including the
promoti on and encour agenent of respect for human rights and fundanental
freedons for all and other inportant principles, such as respect for the equa
rights and self-determi nation of peoples, peace, denocracy, justice, equality,
the rule of law, pluralism devel opnent, better standards of |iving and
solidarity,

Recalling its resolutions 49/30 of 7 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 133 of
20 Decenber 1995, in which it recognized the inportance of the Managua

! Resolution 217 A (111).
2 A 43/ 538, annex.
3 Then called the International Conference of Newy Restored Denocraci es.
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Decl aration* and Pl an of Action® adopted by the Second Internationa
Conference of New or Restored Denocracies in July 1994,

Recal ling al so the view expressed in the Managua Decl aration that the
i nternational community nust pay closer attention to the obstacles facing the
new or restored denocracies,

Taking note of the views of Menber States expressed in the debate on
this itemat its forty-ninth, fiftieth and fifty-first sessions,

Taking note also of the holding of the Informal Mnisterial Meeting of
New or Restored Denocracies in New York on 30 Septenber 1996 in accordance
wi th the Managua Pl an of Action,

Bearing in mind that such activities of the United Nations carried out
in support of the efforts of Governnments are undertaken in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations and only at the specific request of the Menber
St at es concer ned,

Bearing in mind also that denocracy, devel opnent and respect for hunman
rights and fundanmental freedons are interdependent and nutual ly reinforcing
and that denocracy is based on the freely expressed will of the people to
determine their own political, econom c, social and cultural systems and on
their full participation in all aspects of their lives,

Noti ng that a considerabl e nunber of societies have recently undertaken
consi derable efforts to achieve their social, political and econom c goal s
t hrough denocratization and the reformof their economes, pursuits that are
deserving of the support and recognition of the international community,

Noting with satisfaction that the Third Internati onal Conference of New
or Restored Denocracies will take place at Bucharest from2 to 4 Septenber
1997,

Stressing the inportance of support by Menber States, the United Nations
system the specialized agencies and other intergovernnental organizations of
the holding of the Third International Conference,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-Ceneral ® on assistance
provided in the past by the United Nations, at the request of Menber States,
as well as inportant concepts and considerations that are pertinent to this
guesti on,

1. Wel cones the report of the Secretary-General;®

2. Commends the Secretary-General, and through himthe United Nations
system for the activities undertaken at the request of Governnents to support
the efforts to consolidate denocracy, as reflected in his report;

4 AN 49/713, annex |.
5 1bid., annex I

6 A/51/512.
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3. Recogni zes that the Organi zation has an inportant role to play in
providing tinmely, appropriate and coherent support to the efforts of
Governments to achi eve denocratization within the context of their devel opnent
efforts;

4. Stresses that activities undertaken by the Organi zation nust be in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;

5. Encour ages the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to inprove the
capacity of the Organization to respond effectively to the request of Menber
States through coherent, adequate support of their efforts to achieve the goa
of denocratization;

6. Encour ages Menber States to pronote denocratization and to make
additional efforts to identify possible steps to support the efforts of
CGovernnments to pronmote and consolidate new or restored denocraci es;

7. Invites the Secretary-CGeneral, Menber States, the rel evant
speci al i zed agenci es and bodies of the United Nations system as well as other
i ntergovernmental organizations, to collaborate in the holding of the Third
I nternational Conference of New or Restored Denocracies;

8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt a report to the Cenera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session on the inplenentation of the present
resol ution, including innovative ways and neans as well as other reflections,
to enabl e the Organization to respond effectively and in an integrated manner
to requests of Menber States for assistance in the field of denocratization

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second

session the itementitled "Support by the United Nations systemof the efforts
of Governnents to prompte and consolidate new or restored denocracies”.

75th plenary neeting

6 Decenber 1996



