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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recal ling the relevant provisions of Agenda 21,' in particular chapters
17, 33, 34, 38 and other related chapters, and the R o Declaration on

Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, 2

Recalling also its resolution 50/110 of 20 Decenber 1995 on the report
of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environnent Progranme, in which
it endorsed, inter alia, Governing Council decision 18/ 31 on the protection of
the marine environnent from |l and-based activities,

Noti ng the successful conclusion of the Intergovernnental Conference to
Adopt a d obal Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities, which was held in Washi ngton, D.C. ,
from 23 Cctober to 3 Novenber 1995,

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent,

Ri o de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/ CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. 1 and Vol. I/Corr. 1,
Vol . Il, Vol. Ill and Vol. 111/Corr.1)) (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. |: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference,

resolution 1, annex |1
2 1bid., annex |

97-76861 /...
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Havi ng consi dered the Washi ngton Decl aration on Protection of the Marine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities® and the @ obal Programme of Action for
the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities,* as well
as the proposal of the United Nations Environment Programme on institutiona
arrangenents and i npl enentation of the d obal Programme of Action and rel evant
recomendati ons of the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel oprent,

1. Endor ses the Washi ngton Decl arati on on Protection of the Marine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities and the d obal Programe of Action for
the Protection of the Marine Environnment from Land-based Activities;

2. Stresses the need for States to take the necessary neasures for
the inplenentati on of the G obal Programme of Action at the national and, as
appropriate, the regional and international |evels;

3. Al so stresses the need for States to take action for the formal
endor senent by each conpetent international organization of those parts of the
A obal Programre of Action that are relevant to their mandates and to accord
appropriate priority to the inplenentation of the G obal Programme of Action
in the work programre of each organi zation

4. Further stresses the need for States to take such action at the
next neetings of the governing bodies of the United Nations Environnent
Programme, the United Nations Devel opnment Programme, the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlenments (Habitat), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, the Wirld Health Organi zation, the International Mritine
Organi zation, the International Atom c Energy Agency, the International Labour
Organi zation and the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization and in
t he I ntergovernmental GCceanographic Conmi ssion of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the rel evant bodi es of
the International Mnetary Fund and the Wrld Bank, as well as in other
conpetent international and regional organizations within and outside the
United Nations system

5. Further stresses the need for international cooperation, as
outlined in sections IV.A and B of the d obal Progranme of Action, in
capaci ty-buil di ng, technol ogy transfer and cooperation, and the nobilization
of financial resources, including support, in particular for devel oping
countries, especially the | east devel oped countries, countries with econonies
in transition and small island developing States, and to this end calls upon
bil ateral donors and international, regional and subregional financia
institutions and mechani snms, including the @ obal Environment Facility, and
ot her conpetent devel opnent and financial institutions:

(a) To ensure that their programmes give appropriate priority for
country-driven projects ainmed at the inplenmentation of the d obal Programe of
Acti on;

(b) To assist with capacity-building in the preparation and
i npl enent ati on of national programmes and in identifying ways and neans of
fundi ng t hem

8 A/51/116, annex |, appendix II

4 1bid., annex I
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(c) To inprove their coordination so as to enhance the delivery of
financial and ot her support;

6. I nvites non-governnental organizations and major groups to
initiate and strengthen their actions to facilitate and support the effective
i npl enentati on of the G obal Programme of Action

7. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent
Programme to prepare, for the consideration of the Governing Council at its
ni net eent h sessi on, specific proposals on

(a) The role of the United Nations Environnent Progranme in the
i npl enentati on of the G obal Programmre of Action, including the relevant role
of its Regional Seas Programme and Freshwater Unit;

(b) Arrangenments for secretariat support to the d obal Programme of
Acti on;

(c) Modal ities for periodic intergovernnmental review of progress in
i mpl enenting the G obal Programme of Action

8. Calls upon the United Nations Environment Programe, within its
avai |l abl e resources, and with the aid of voluntary contributions from States
for this purpose, to take expeditious action to provide for the establishnent
and i nmpl enentation of the clearing-house nechanismreferred to in the d oba
Programme of Action, and requests the Executive Director of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme to prepare and submit to the Governing Council at its
ni net eent h session specific proposals on, inter alia:

(a) The establishment of an inter-organizational group to devel op the
basi c design and structure of the clearing-house data directory and its
i nkages to information delivery nechanisns;

(b) The nmeans of |inking the inter-organizational group to ongoing
work within the United Nations systemon the identification of and access to
rel evant dat abases and the conparability of data;

(c) The outline of a pilot project on the devel opnent of the clearing-
house's source category conponent on sewage, to be inplemented in partnership
with the World Heal th Organization

9. Calls upon States, in relation to the clearing-house nmechanism to
take action in the governing bodies of rel evant intergovernnenta
organi zati ons and programes so as to ensure that those organi zati ons and
programes take the lead in coordinating the devel opnent of the clearing-house
mechani smwi th respect to the follow ng source categories, which are listed in
conjunction with the rel evant organization(s) or programme(s) but not in order
of priority:

(a) Sewage - the Wrld Health O ganization
(b) Persi stent organic pollutants - the Inter-organization Programe

for the Sound Management of Chemicals, the International Programme on Chem cal
Safety and the Intergovernnmental Forum on Chem cal Safety;



A RES/ 51/ 189
Page 4

(c) Heavy nmetals - the United Nations Environnment Progranme in
cooperation with the Inter-organization Progranme for the Sound Managenent of
Chem cal s;

(d) Radi oactive substances - the International Atom c Energy Agency;

(e) Nutrients and sedi nent nobilization - the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations;

(f) O ls (hydrocarbons) and litter - the International Mritine
Organi zati on;

(9) Physi cal alterations, including habitat nodification and
destruction of areas of concern - the United Nations Environnent Progranmre,;

10. Decides to determne, at its special session to be held in June
1997 in accordance with its resolution 50/113 of 20 Decenber 1995, specific
arrangenents for integrating the outcones of periodic intergovernnental
reviews, as envisaged in paragraph 7 (c) above, in the future work of the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent related to the nonitoring of the
i npl enentati on of and followup to Agenda 21, in particular chapter 17.

86t h plenary neeting

16 Decenber 1996



