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51/ 161. Report of the United Nations Conm Sssion on

International Trade Law on the work of its
twenty-ninth session

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXl) of 17 Decenber 1966, by which it
created the United Nations Conmission on International Trade Law with a
mandate to further the progressive harnoni zation and unification of the |Iaw of
international trade and in that respect to bear in mnd the interests of al
peopl es, in particular those of devel oping countries, in the extensive
devel opnent of international trade,

Reaffirming its conviction that the progressive harnoni zati on and
unification of international trade law, in reducing or renoving | ega
obstacles to the flow of international trade, especially those affecting the
devel opi ng countries, would significantly contribute to universal econonic
cooperation anmong all States on a basis of equality, equity and common
interest and to the elimnation of discrimnation in international trade and
thereby to the well-being of all peoples,

Stressing the value of participation by States at all |evels of economc
devel opnent and with different | egal systens in the process of harnonizing and
uni fying international trade |aw,

Havi ng considered the report of the United Nati ons Conmi ssion on
International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-ninth session,!?

M ndf ul of the valuable contribution to be rendered by the Comm ssion
within the framework of the United Nations Decade of International Law,
particularly as regards the dissem nation of international trade |aw,
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Concerned that activities undertaken by other bodies of the United
Nati ons systemin the field of international trade | aw w thout coordi nation
with the Conm ssion mght |ead to undesirable duplication of efforts and woul d
not be in keeping with the aimof pronoting efficiency, consistency and
coherence in the unification and harnoni zation of international trade |aw, as
stated in its resolution 37/106 of 16 Decenber 1982,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General on the
i npl erent ati on of paragraph 9 of General Assenbly resol ution 50/47,?

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
Conmmi ssion on International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-ninth
session; !

2. Notes with satisfaction the conpletion and adopti on by the
Conmi ssi on of the Mddel Law on El ectronic Conmerce; 3

3. Commends the Conm ssion for the finalization of the Notes on
Organi zing Arbitral Proceedings;*

4. Expresses its appreciation for the progress made in its work on
t he subjects of receivables financing and cross-border insolvency;

5. Wl cones the decision of the Comm ssion to request the Secretari at
to review, with the assistance of experts and in cooperation with other
i nternational organi zations having expertise in buil d-operate-transfer
arrangenents, issues on which |egislative guidance m ght be useful, and to
commence the preparation of a |egislative guide on build-operate-transfer
projects;?®

6. Reaffirms the mandate of the Conm ssion, as the core | egal body
within the United Nations systemin the field of i nternational trade law, to
coordinate legal activities in this field and, in this connection

(a) Calls upon all bodies of the United Nations systemand invites
other international organizations to bear in mnd the nandate of the
Conmi ssion and the need to avoid duplication of effort and to pronote
efficiency, consistency and coherence in the unification and harnonization of
international trade |aw,

(b) Recommends that the Comm ssion, through its secretariat, continue
to maintain close cooperation with the other international organs and
organi zati ons, including regional organizations as well as other bodies such
as the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law, which are
active in the field of international trade | aw and other rel ated areas;

7. Also reaffirnms the inportance, in particular for devel oping
countries, of the work of the Comm ssion concerned with training and technica
assistance in the field of international trade |aw, such as assistance in the
preparation of national |egislation based on | egal texts of the Conm ssion;

2 A/ 51/ 382.

3 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Suppl ement No. 17 (A/51/17), annex |; see also resolution 51/162, annex.
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8. Expresses the desirability for increased efforts by the
Conmi ssion, in sponsoring sem nars and synposia, to provide such training and
techni cal assistance, and in this connection

(a) Expresses its appreciation to the Conmm ssion for organizing
sem nars and briefing mssions in Belarus, Chile, Colonbia, Gabon, G eece,
Qui nea, the Islamc Republic of Iran, Kazakstan, New Zeal and, Paraguay,

Sl oveni a, Turkey and the United Arab Em rates;

(b) Expresses its appreciation to the Governments whose contributions
made it possible for the semnars and briefing mssions to take place, and
appeal s to Governnents, the relevant United Nations organs, organizations and
institutions and individuals to make voluntary contributions to the United
Nat i ons Conmi ssion on International Trade Law trust fund for synposia and,
where appropriate, to the financing of special projects, and otherw se to
assist the secretariat of the Comm ssion in financing and organi zi ng sem nars
and synposia, in particular in developing countries, and in the award of
fell owshi ps to candi dates from devel opi ng countries to enable themto
participate in such sem nars and synposi a;

9. Appeal s to the United Nations Devel opment Programme and ot her
bodi es responsi bl e for devel opment assi stance, such as the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Devel opnent and the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Devel oprent, as well as to Governnents in their bilateral aid programes,
to support the training and technical assistance programe of the Comm ssion
and to cooperate and coordinate their activities with those of the Comm ssion

10. Appeal s to CGovernments, the relevant United Nations organs,
organi zations and institutions and individuals, in order to ensure ful
participation by all Menber States in the sessions of the Conmi ssion and its
wor ki ng groups, to make voluntary contributions to the trust fund for trave
assi stance to devel oping countries that are nenbers of the Conmm ssion, at
their request and in consultation with the Secretary-Ceneral

11. Decides to include the trust funds for synposia and travel
assistance in the list of funds and programmes that are dealt with at the
United Nations Pl edgi ng Conference for Devel opnent Activities;

12. Al so decides, in order to ensure full participation by all Menber
States in the sessions of the Comm ssion and its working groups, to continue
its consideration in the conpetent Main Conmittee during the fifty-first
session of the General Assenbly of granting travel assistance to the |east
devel oped countries that are menbers of the Comm ssion, at their request and
in consultation with the Secretary-Ceneral

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure the effective
i mpl enent ati on of the programes of the Conm ssion

14. Stresses the inportance of bringing into effect the conventions
emanating fromthe work of the Conm ssion for the global unification and
har moni zation of international trade law, and to this end urges States that
have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying or acceding to those
conventi ons.
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