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51/ 158. El ectronic treaty dat abase

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Consci ous of the obligations resulting fromArticle 102 of the Charter
of the United Nations and the inportance of treaties in the devel opnment of
international |aw and the international |egal order

Noting that the recent expansion of the menbership of the O ganization
conbined with an increase in international treaty-making activity, has led to
the growth in the volune of work carried out by the Treaty Section of the
Ofice of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat and contributed to the accunul ati on
of unpublished treaties,

Recogni zi ng, consistent with the obligation contained in Article 102 of
the Charter, the inportance of the expeditious processing, registration and
publication of treaties and treaty-related actions,

Wl com ng the range of nmeasures already taken by the Treaty Section to
expedite the publication of the United Nations Treaty Series and to provide
el ectronic access to the publication Miultilateral Treaties Deposited with the
Secretary-CGeneral through the Internet,

Desirous that all efforts are made to ensure that the Treaty Section
devel ops a comprehensive el ectroni c database containing all treaty depositary
and registration informtion

Noting the steps taken by the Ad Hoc Open- Ended Working Group on
Informatics established by the Econom c and Social Council to harnonize and
i nprove United Nations information systens for optinmal utilization and
accessibility by all Menber States,

Noting also that the existing and proposed Internet access to United

Nations treaty publications is and will be in addition to the hard-copy
printed versions of such publications,
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1. Wl cones the statenent of objective of devel oping a conprehensive
el ectroni c database containing all depositary and registration i nformati on and
di ssem nating electronically treaties and treaty lawrelated i nformati on from
t he dat abase, including through on-1ine access, as contained in the report of
the Secretary-General on the United Nations Decade of International Law !

2. Recal | s the request of the Legal Counsel that in order to expedite
the registration and publication of treaties all Menber States should submt
treaty texts in disk or other electronic format in addition to the certified
print copy;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to give priority to the
i npl enentati on of the conmputerization programe in the Treaty Section of the
Ofice of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat;

4. Calls upon the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that all necessary
support is provided to expedite the publication of the printed version of the
United Nations Treaty Series through the pronpt provision of the necessary
equi prent and transl ation services;

5. Endorses the proposed Internet dissem nation of the United Nations
Treaty Series, follow ng the same rules applicable to the printed version of
the publication, in addition to the current access to the Miltilatera
Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General, and recogni zes that Internet
access to treaties and treaty lawrelated information is particularly val uabl e
in countries where the cost of nmaintaining conplete collections of treaties in
bound volune formis relatively high

6. Al so endorses the Secretary-Ceneral's exploring of the economc
and practical feasibility of recovering the costs of providing such Internet
access to the United Nations Treaty Series and the Miltilateral Treaties
Deposited with the Secretary-General, subject to Menber States, organizations
of the United Nations system other international organizations and ot her
non- commer ci al users not being charged a user fee, and presenting his findings
to Menber States;

7. Invites the Secretary-General to consider the possibility of
translating the list of titles of treaties appearing in the publication
Miltilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-CGeneral into the other
of ficial |anguages of the United Nations and di ssem nating such lists via the
Internet, and to submit a report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
sessi on;

8. Invites the specialized agencies of the United Nations system
other international organizations and Menber States with depositary functions
for multilateral treaties to use their best endeavours to provide Internet
access to treaties and treaty lawrelated informati on as soon as practicable.
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