51/148. Cooperation between the United Nations and the
International Organization for Migration
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 47/4 of 16 October 1992, by
which it granted observer status to the International
Organization for Migration,

Recalling also that one of the purposes of the United
Nations is to achieve international cooperation in addressing
international issues of an economic, social or humanitarian
nature,

Recalling further that the International Organization for
Migration assists in meeting the operational challenges of
migration and that it is committed to the principle that humane
and orderly migration benefits migrants and society, advancing
understanding of migration issues, encouraging social and
economic development through migration and to working
towards effective respect of the human dignity and well-being
of migrants,

Affirming the need to strengthen the cooperation that
already exists between the two organizations in matters of
common interest,

Noting the desire of both organizations to consolidate and
enhance the cooperation existing between them in the
economic, social, humanitarian and administrative fields,

1.  Takes note with satisfaction of the conclusion, on 25
June 1996, of the Cooperation Agreement between the United
Nations and the International Organization for Migration;'*

2.  Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to take the appropriate measures, in consultation with the
Director-General of the International Organization for
Migration, to ensure that the needed effective cooperation and
liaison between the secretariats of the two organizations is
undertaken in order to ensure complementary actions between
the two organizations;

3.  Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, in consultation with the Director-General of the
International Organization for Migration, to foster systematic
consultations on matters of common interest;

4. Invites the specialized agencies and other
organizations, funds and programmes of the United Nations
system to cooperate with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the Director-General of the International
Organization for Migration, in order to initiate, maintain and
increase consultation and programmes with the International
Organization for Migration in the attainment of their
objectives;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that, in the
context of the report to be submitted pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 50/123 of 20 December 1995 under the
agenda item entitled "International migration and
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development, including the convening of a United Nations
conference on international migration and development”, the
Assembly is informed of the cooperation between the United
Nations and the International Organization for Migration as it
develops under the Cooperation Agreement.

84th plenary meeting
13 December 1996

51/149. Assistance in mine clearance

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/7 of 19 October 1993, 49/215
of 23 December 1994 and 50/82 of 14 December 1995 on
assistance in mine clearance, all adopted without a vote,

Reaffirming its deep concern at the tremendous
humanitarian problem caused by the presence of mines and
other unexploded devices that have serious and lasting social
and economic consequences for the populations of mine-
infested countries and constitute an obstacle to the return of
refugees and other displaced persons, to humanitarian aid
operations and to reconstruction and economic development,
as well as to the restoration of normal social conditions,

Reiterating its dismay at the high number of victims of
mines, especially among civilian populations, particularly
children, and recalling in this context Commission on Human
Rights resolutions 1995/79 of 8 March 1995'% and 1996/85 of
24 April 1996'% on the rights of the child and 1996/27 of 19
April 1996'* on the human rights of persons with disability,
and noting the recent report on the impact of armed conflict on
children'?” prepared by the expert of the Secretary-General,

Deeply alarmed that the number of mines being laid each
year, as well as the presence of a large number of mines and
other unexploded devices as a result of armed conflicts,
exponentially outweighs the number of such mines that can be
cleared during that time, and thus convinced of the necessity
and urgency of a significant increase in mine-clearance efforts
by the international community,

Noting the recent decisions taken at the Review
Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,'”*
particularly with respect to Protocol II of the Convention and
the inclusion in the Amended Protocol'” of a number of
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