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51/ 145. Question of Tokel au

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng consi dered the question of Tokel au,

Havi ng exani ned the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to the
question of Tokel au,?

Recal ling the sol emm declaration on the future status of Tokel au
delivered by the U u-o-Tokelau (the highest authority on Tokelau) on 30 July
1994, that an act of self-determination in Tokelau is now under active
consi deration, together with the constitution of a self-governing Tokel au, and
that the present preference of Tokelau is for a status of free association
with New Zeal and,

Recalling al so the enphasis placed in the sol etm decl aration on the
terns of Tokelau's intended free association relationship with New Zeal and,
i ncluding the expectation that the formof help Tokelau could continue to
expect from New Zeal and in pronoting the well-being of its people, besides its
external interests, would be clearly established in the framework of that
rel ati onshi p,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exenplary cooperati on of New
Zeal and as the administering Power with the Special Conmittee relating to
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Tokelau and its readiness to permt access by United Nations visiting mssions
to the Territory,

Recalling the dispatch in 1994 of a United Nations visiting mssion to
Tokel au,

Noting that, as a small island Territory, Tokelau exenplifies the
situation of nost remaining Non-Self-CGoverning Territories,

Noting also that, as a case study pointing to successful decol onization
Tokel au has wi der significance for the United Nations as it seeks to conplete
its work in decol onization,

1. Not es that Tokelau remains firmy conmtted to the devel opnent of
sel f-governnent and to an act of self-determ nation that would result in
Tokel au assum ng a status in accordance with the options on future status for
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories contained in principle VI of the annex to
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 Decenber 1960;

2. Al so notes Tokelau's desire to nove at its own pace towards an act
of self-determnation

3. Commends Tokel au for seeking on the basis of w de consultation
with its people a formof national governnment that reflects its unique
traditions and environnent, and for charting its own constitutional course;

4. Acknowl edges the col | aboration between New Zeal and and Tokel au
regardi ng the Tokel au Anendment Act 1996, which provides Tokel au's nationa
government with a | egislative power, supplenenting the executive power
del egated in 1994;

5. Al so _acknow edges Tokel au's need for reassurance, given that |oca
resources cannot adequately cover the material side of self-determnation, and
t he ongoing responsibility of Tokelau's external partners to assist Tokelau in
bal ancing its desire to be self-reliant to the greatest extent possible with
its need for external assistance;

6. Wl cones the assurances of the CGovernnent of New Zeal and that it
will neet its obligations to the United Nations with respect to Tokel au and
abi de by the freely expressed wi shes of the people of Tokelau with regard to
their future status

7. Invites the adm ni stering Power and United Nations agencies to
continue their assistance to the social and econom c devel opnent of Tokel au.
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