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Programme of Action

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 48/ 121 of 20 Decenber 1993, in which it
endorsed the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action,! adopted by the Wrld
Conf erence on Human Rights, held at Vienna from14 to 25 June 1993, as well as
its subsequent resolutions on this matter

Reaffirm ng the view of the Wrld Conference that the pronotion and
protection of human rights is a matter of priority for the internationa
conmuni ty,

Consi dering that the pronotion of universal respect for and observance
of human rights and fundanental freedons is one of the basic purposes of the
Charter of the United Nations and one of the main priorities of the
Organi zati on,

Convi nced that the Vienna Decl aration and Programe of Action has to be
translated into effective action by States, the conpetent United Nations
organs and organi zati ons and ot her organi zati ons concerned, including non-
gover nent al organi zati ons,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of dial ogue and cooperati on between
Government s and non-governnmental organizations in the field of human rights,

1 A CONF. 157/24 (Part 1), chap. II1.
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Recalling the request of the Conference to the Secretary-Ceneral and the
Ceneral Assenbly to take imredi ate steps to increase substantially the
resources for the human rights progranme fromw thin the existing and future
regul ar budgets of the United Nations,

Recalling also part 11, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Decl aration and
Programme of Action, in which the Conference requested the Secretary-Cenera
toinvite, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, all States and all organs and agencies of the
United Nations systemrelated to human rights to report to himon the progress
made in the inplenmentation of the Vienna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action
and to submt a report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-third session,

t hrough t he Conm ssion on Human Rights and the Economi c and Soci al Counci l

Recalling further that regional and, as appropriate, national hunman
rights institutions, as well as non-governnental organizations, may present
their views to the Secretary-Ceneral on the progress made in the
i npl enentati on of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action and that
special attention should be paid to assessing the progress towards the goal of
uni versal ratification of international human rights treaties and protocols
adopted within the framework of the United Nations,

Recalling that by its resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993 the CGenera
Assenbly decided to create the post of United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Rights as the United Nations official with principal responsibility for
United Nations human rights activities, including coordination of the human
rights pronotion and protection activities throughout the United Nations
system

Noting that, at the first regular session of 1994 of the Administrative
Conmittee on Coordination, held in April, the executive heads of all United
Nat i ons agenci es di scussed the inplications of the results of the Conference
for their respective programmes and conmitted thenselves to support the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights in the coordination of the United
Nat i ons organs, bodies and the specialized agenci es whose activities deal with
human rights, as set out in resolution 48/ 141,

Recogni zi ng that the interdependence of denocracy, devel opnent and
respect for human rights, as stated in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action, requires a conprehensive and integrated approach to the prompti on and
protection of human rights and that adequate inter-agency cooperation and
coordi nation are essential in order to ensure such a fully integrated approach
t hroughout the United Nations system

Noti ng that the H gh Conm ssioner has established a pernmanent dial ogue
with the United Nations programes and agenci es whose activities deal with
human rights in order to nmaintain systematic exchanges of information,
experi ence and experti se,

Wel coming the fact that the call of the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
for a United Nations systemw de approach to human rights issues has been
reflected in the recommendati ons of major international conferences organized
by the United Nations in the econonic, social and related fields,

Noting the ongoing efforts to ensure a coordinated followup to mgjor
international conferences in the economc, social and rel ated fields,
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Recal ling that each year the Econom c and Social Council shall carry
out, within the framework of its coordinati on segnent, a review of
cross-cutting thenes conmon to major international conferences and/or
contribute to an overall review of the inplenentation of the programe of
action of a United Nations conference, in accordance with agreed concl usi ons
1995/ 1 of the Economic and Social Council,?

Havi ng considered the report of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Rights,® in particular chapter 11X entitled "1998: Human Ri ghts Year",

1. Reaffirns the inportance of the pronotion of universal respect for
and observance and protection of all human rights and fundanmental freedons in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, as expressed in the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programe of Action

2. Reaffirns also the views of the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
on the urgency of elimnating denials and violations of human rights;

3. Recogni zes that the international community shoul d devi se ways and
means to renmove current obstacles and neet the challenges to the ful
realization of all human rights and to prevent the continuation of human
rights violations resulting therefromthroughout the world;

4. Calls upon all States to take further action with a viewto the
full realization of all human rights in the Iight of the recomendati ons of
t he Conference;

5. Uges all States to continue to give wi despread publicity to the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranmme of Action, including through training
programes, human rights education and public information, in order to pronote
i ncreased awar eness of human rights and fundanental freedons;

6. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights,
the General Assenbly and the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts and ot her organs and
bodi es of the United Nations systemrelated to human rights to take further
action with a viewto the full inplenentation of all the recommendations of
t he Conference;

7. Al so requests the Hi gh Conm ssioner to continue to coordinate the
human rights pronotion and protection activities throughout the United Nations
system as set out in resolution 48/141, including through a permanent
di al ogue with the United Nations agencies and programres whose activities dea
wi th human rights;

8. Invites the Administrative Conmttee on Coordination to continue
to discuss the inplications of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action

2 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session
Suppl ement No. 3 (A/50/3/Rev.1), chap. 111, para. 22.

3 See A/51/36; see Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first
Sessi on, Suppl ement No. 36.




A RES/ 51/ 118
Page 4

for the United Nations system wth the participation of the High
Conmi ssi oner;

9. Takes note of the intention of the H gh Commi ssioner to invite al
States and all organs and agencies of the United Nations systemrelated to
human rights to carry out a thorough evaluation of the inplenentation of the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranmme of Action, as part of the 1998 five-year
review foreseen in part 11, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Decl aration and
Programe of Acti on;

10. Wl cones the inter-agency consultations of the H gh Conm ssi oner
with all United Nations programes and agenci es whose activities deal with
human rights for the preparation of the 1998 five-year review, and calls upon
themto contribute actively to this process;

11. Encour ages regi onal and national human rights institutions as wel
as non-governmental organizations to present, on this occasion, their views on
the progress made in the inplenentation of the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Acti on;

12. Wl cones and supports Economic and Social Council decision
1996/ 283 of 24 July 1996,“ in which the Council endorsed the recomendation of
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights to consider devoting the coordi nati on segnent
at its substantive session of 1998 to the question of the coordinated foll ow
up to and inplenentation of the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action as
part of the 1998 five-year review foreseen in part 1l, paragraph 100, of the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranme of Action

13. Requests the Hi gh Conmm ssioner to continue to report on the
measures taken and the progress achieved in the conprehensive inplenmentation
of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action, in particular concerning
the preparation of the 1998 five-year review

14. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-second session

under the sub-itementitled "Conprehensive inplenmentation of and followup to
the Vienna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action”

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996

4 See A/51/3 (Part 11), chap. V, sect. A see (Oficial Records of the
General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Supplenent No. 3.




