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51/ 114. Situation of human rights in Rwanda

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,! the International Covenants on Human Rights, 2 the Convention
on the Prevention and Puni shnment of the Crine of Genocide® and ot her
appl i cabl e standards of human rights and humanitarian | aw,

Recalling its resolutions 50/57 of 12 Decenber 1995 and 50/200 of
22 Decenber 1995, and taking note of Security Council resolutions 1050 (1996)
of 8 March 1996, 1078 (1996) of 9 Novenber 1996 and 1080 (1996) of
15 Novenber 1996, and of Commi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1996/ 76 of
23 April 1996,

Deeply concerned by the reports of the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Rights and of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwnanda
t hat genoci de and systematic and w despread viol ati ons of internationa
humani tarian [ aw, including crines against humanity and grave viol ati ons and
abuses of human rights, were commtted i n Raanda,

! Resolution 217 A (111).
2 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI'l), annex.
3 Resolution 260 A (II1).

4 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A
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Recogni zi ng that effective action nust be taken to ensure that the
perpetrators of genocide and crinmes against humanity are pronptly brought to
justice, and noting in this regard that |egislation to govern the prosecution
of those accused of genocide or crinmes against humanity entered into force on
1 Septenber 1996,

Noting with concern the inplications of the current hunmanitarian crisis
in the region,

Wel comi ng the fact that considerabl e nunbers of refugees have recently
returned to Rwanda, and affirm ng the readiness of the international conmunity
to assist the Government of Rwanda in reintegrating these returnees,

Recogni zing that effective action to prevent further violations of human
rights and fundanental freedons nust be a central and integral elenent of the
overall Rwandan and United Nations responses to the situation in Rwanda and
that a strengthened human rights conponent is indispensable to the peace
process and post-conflict reconstruction of Rwanda,

Wl com ng contributi ons nade by Menber States and the European Union to
the costs of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda

Wl coming also the conmtnent of the Government of Rwanda to protect and
pronmote respect for human rights and fundanental freedons, to elimnate
impunity and to facilitate the process of the voluntary and safe return,
resettlement and reintegration of refugees, as reaffirmed in the agreenents
reached at Nairobi, Bujunbura and Cairo in 1995 and at Tunis and Arusha in
1996, and urging Governnents in the region to work, in cooperation with the
i nternational community, to find durable solutions to the refugee crisis,

Stressing its concern that the United Nations should continue to play an
active role in assisting the Government of Rwanda in facilitating the
voluntary and orderly return of refugees and the reintegration of returnees,
in pronmoting reconciliation, in consolidating a climte of confidence and
stability, and in pronoting the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Rwanda,

Reaffirm ng the Iink between the voluntary return of refugees to their
homes and the normalization of the situation in Rwanda, and concerned that
acts of intimdation and viol ence directed agai nst refugees, particularly by
the former Rwandan authorities, have prevented refugees fromreturning to
their hones,

Noting the United Nations support for all efforts to reduce tension and
restore stability in the Great Lakes region, including initiatives of the
Organi zation of African Unity, States in the region and internationa
organi zations, and reiterating the urgent need for an international conference
on peace, security and devel opnment in the G eat Lakes region, under the
auspi ces of the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity, to
address the problens of the region in a conprehensive nmanner
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1. Wl cones the report of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights on the Human Rights Field Qperation in Ravanda® and the report of
the Special Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on Human Rights;*®

2. Condemms in the strongest terns the acts of genocide, violations
of international humanitarian |aw and all violations and abuses of human
rights that have taken place in Rnvanda, as well as cross-border violence in
t he region;

3. Expresses its deep concern at the intense suffering of the victins
of genocide and crines against humanity, recognizes the ongoing suffering of

their survivors, particularly the extremely high nunber of traumatized
children and wonen victins of rape and sexual violence, and urges the

i nternational community to provi de adequate assistance to themand to note the
priorities identified by the Government of Rwanda in this area;

4. Reaffirnms that all persons who commtted or authorized acts of
genoci de or other grave violations of international humanitarian | aw and those
who are responsible for grave violations of human rights are individually
responsi bl e and accountabl e for those violations, and that the internationa
communi ty must exert every effort, in cooperation with national and
international tribunals, to bring those responsible to justice, in accordance
with international principles of due process;

5. Uges all States to cooperate fully, w thout delay, with the
International Crimnal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for
Genoci de and Other Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law
Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for
Genoci de and Ot her Such Violations Committed in the Territory of Nei ghbouring
States, between 1 January and 31 Decenber 1994, taking into account the
obligations contained in Security Council resolutions 955 (1994) of
8 Novenber 1994 and 978 (1995) of 27 February 1995, and encourages the
Secretary-CGeneral to facilitate the activities of the Tribunal to the greatest
ext ent possi bl e;

6. Encourages the further efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda to
reconstruct the civil admnistration and the social, |egal, econom ¢ and human

rights infrastructure of Rwanda, and in this regard wel cones the comm tnents
made by the Governnent of Rwanda to restore the rule of |aw and protect and
pronmote respect for human rights and fundanental freedons;

7. Invites all States, the organizations and bodies of the United
Nati ons system and i ntergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations to
continue and to intensify their contributions of financial and technica
support to accelerate the efforts of the Governnment of Rwanda to, inter alia,
restore the judicial system prompte reconciliation through the recently
est abl i shed Commi ssion for National Reconciliation and safely reintegrate

5 A/ 51/ 478, annex.

5 A/ 51/ 657.
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returning refugees in conditions of safety and dignity, including addressing
conpeting clainms to housing and property;

8. Notes with concern the human rights situation in Rwanda as
described in the report of the Special Rapporteur, and urges the Government of
Rwanda to take all necessary neasures in response to the recommendati ons
t her ei n;

9. Expresses grave concern at reports fromthe Human Rights Field
Qperation in Rnanda of killings of civilians during attacks on survivors and

w t nesses of genocide, apparently by mlitias and insurgents opposed to the
Governent of Rwanda, and at the reports of the Field Operation which state
that civilians have been killed during mlitary search operations by the
Rwandese Patriotic Arny;

10. Encour ages the Government of Rwanda to continue in its efforts to
further strengthen the judicial system including its independence, and urges
in particular that the processing of the cases of those in detention be
brought to a concl usi on expeditiously;

11. Notes with deep concern the reports of the Human Rights Field
Qperation in Rwanda which state that governnent officials wthout |ega
authority to arrest or inprison continue to do so in several parts of the
country, that detainees are held for very long periods before trial and that
acute overcrowdi ng threatens the safety of those in detention

12. Invites the Government of Rwanda to continue efforts to involve,
wi t hout any discrimnation, all citizens not responsible for genocide or other
grave violations of international humanitarian lawin its admnistrative,
judicial, political and security structures;

13. Enphasi zes the inmportance it attaches to the safety and security
of all people 1n Rvanda, including United Nations personnel and ot her
i nternational staff serving in the country;

14. Wl cones the efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda, nei ghbouring
countries, the Ofice of the United Nati ons Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Refugees and
the international community to resolve the ongoing humanitarian crisis, and
calls upon all parties to take all appropriate nmeasures to ensure the return,
resettlement and reintegration of former refugees in conditions of safety and
dignity;

15. Commends and encourages the efforts of the United Nations Hi gh
Conmmi ssi oner for Human Rights and the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees as well as the United Nations Devel opment Programe and ot her United
Nati ons offices and organi zations to coordinate their efforts to ensure
respect for and protection of the human rights of refugees during their
return, resettlement and reintegration

16. Wl cones the neasures taken by the United Nations High
Conmmi ssi oner for Human Rights, working in cooperation with and assisting the
Government of Rwanda, to put in place the Human Rights Field Operation in
Rwanda, the objectives of which were described in resolution 50/200, and
requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner to continue to report regularly on the
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activities of the Field Operation and to continue to cooperate and share
information with the Special Rapporteur, in order to assist himin fulfilling
hi s mandat e;

17. Wl cones al so the cooperation the Governnent of Rwanda has
extended to the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, the Speci al
Rapporteur and the Human R ghts Field Operation in Rananda and the acceptance
by the Governnent of Rwanda of the deployment of human rights field officers
t hroughout the country and, with a viewto further strengthening a clinmte of
mut ual confi dence and enabling authorities in Rwanda to take i medi ate action
on the findings of the Field Operation, encourages dial ogue on hunman rights
i ssues between the Field Operation and the appropriate authorities at the
| evel of commune, prefecture, and rel evant governnent mnistries;

18. Commends the contribution of human rights officers and the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to the promption and protection of
human rights in Rwanda, recognizes that a strong human rights conmponent is an
i ntegral and indi spensabl e elenment of the United Nations response to the
situation in Rwanda, and encourages all agencies and organi zations of the
United Nations systemactive in Rvanda to coordinate closely with the Field
Qper ati on;

19. Recogni zes the inmportance of the Human Rights Field Operation in
Rwanda in contributing to reconciliation and the establishnent of confidence
in the country, recomends the strengthening of its presence throughout Rwanda
as well as the allocation of sufficient funds and | ogistical support for that
pur pose, taking into account the need to train |ocal human rights observers
and deploy a sufficient nunber of human rights field officers, recognizes al so
the need for progranmmes of technical assistance and advi sory services for and
in consultation with the Governnent of Rwanda and for Rwandan human rights
organi zations, and notes in particular the inportance of strengthening the
institutional capacity of the Rwandan judiciary and the urgent need for
adequate resources in this area;

20. Calls upon all States to respond to the appeal of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights and contribute urgently to the
costs of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda and to work for lasting
solutions to its financing problens, including through the regular budget of
the United Nations;

21. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
report on the activities of the Human Rights Field OQperation in Rnvanda to the
Conmmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session and to the General
Assenbly at its fifty-second session.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



