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51/ 112. Situation of human rights in the Sudan

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,! the International Covenants on Human Rights,? the
I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Raci al
Di scrimnation® and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,*

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanmental freedons and to conply with the
obligations laid down in the various instruments in this field,

Recalling the obligation of all parties to respect international
hurmani tari an | aw,

Recalling also its resolution 50/197 of 22 Decenber 1995, and taking
note of Conmi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1996/ 73 of 23 April 1996, °

! Resolution 217 A (111).

2 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
3 Resol ution 2106 A (XX), annex.
4 Resol ution 44/25, annex.

5 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A
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Noting with deep concern reports of grave human rights violations in the
Sudan, in particular sunmary executions, detentions w thout trial, forced
di spl acement of persons and torture, as described in reports submtted to the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Rights by the Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts on the question of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or puni shnent, the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and the Specia
Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on Human Rights on the elimnation of all forns
of religious intolerance and of discrimnation based on religion or belief,

Wel coming the fourth and latest interimreport of the Special Rapporteur
of the Conm ssion on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the
Sudan, ® and noting with concern the continuing violations of human rights in
t he Sudan,

Concer ned about continuing deliberate and indiscrimnate aeri al
bonbardnents by the Governnent of the Sudan of civilian targets in southern
Sudan, in clear violation of international humanitarian | aw, which have added
to the suffering of the civilian population and resulted in casualties to
civilians, including relief workers involved in Cperation Lifeline Sudan and
with international private voluntary agencies,

Wel coming the lifting, in July 1996, of restrictions on aircraft
enpl oyed to deliver humanitarian assi stance, yet deeply concerned by the
continued denial of flight clearances to affected areas, which exacerbates the
threat to human life,

Alarnmed by the large nunber of internally displaced persons and victins
of discrimnation in the Sudan, including nmenbers of ethnic mnorities who
have been forcibly displaced in violation of their human rights and who are in
need of relief assistance and protection,

Noti ng that the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
the Sudan and the Special Rapporteur on the elimnation of all fornms of
religious intolerance and of discrimnation based on religion or belief
carried out mssions to the Sudan in 1996, as requested by the CGenera
Assenbly in its resolution 50/197,

Deeply concerned by the conclusion of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the Sudan, also stated in his previous reports,
that grave and w despread violations of human rights by governnent agents, as
wel | as abuses by nmenbers of parties to the conflict in southern Sudan ot her
than the Government of the Sudan, continue to take place in the zones
controlled by them including extrajudicial killings, enforced or involuntary
di sappear ances, abductions, slavery, systematic torture and w despread
arbitrary arrests of suspected political opponents, as well as restrictions on
religious mnorities,”’

5 See A/ 51/490.

" 1bid., chap. Ill, sect. A
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Wl com ng the establishrment by the Governnment of the Sudan of the
Speci al Investigation Cormittee on Allegations of Enforced or Involuntary
Di sappear ances and Reported Cases of Slavery,

Al arnmed by the continuing failure of the Sudanese authorities to
i nvestigate human rights violations and abuses brought to their attention over
t he past years,

G avely alarned that since February 1994 there have been increasing
reports froma wi de variety of sources indicating that atrocities by the
Government of the Sudan against the local population in the area of the Nuba
Mount ai ns have intensified,

Wl coming the comm tnent of the CGovernment of the Sudan to facilitate
the inproved flow of information, as well as its stated strong commitnent to
cooperate with the competent United Nations bodies and agencies, as well as
wi th the Special Rapporteur;

Concerned by reports of religious persecution in areas of the conflict
zone controll ed by the Government of the Sudan and of discrimnation based
upon religion in the provision of shelter and relief,

Deeply concerned by the Special Rapporteur's conclusion that the
abduction of persons, mainly wonmen and chil dren bel onging to ethnic and
religious mnorities from southern Sudan, the Nuba Muntains and the |Ingassena
Hlls area, and their subjection to the slave trade, servitude and forced
| abour are taking place with the know edge of the Government of the Sudan,

Wl com ng the di al ogue and contacts between non-governnment a
organi zations and the religious mnorities in the Sudan aimed at inproving
rel ati ons between the Governnent of the Sudan and the religious mnority
groups,

Noti ng that the Governnment of the Sudan has taken steps towards a | arger
degree of cooperation with some international organizations, wth special
attention to the rights of Sudanese children, and hoping that these efforts
wi Il be enhanced in the future,

Deeply concerned about the probl em of unacconpanied m nors and the use
of children as soldiers by all parties, despite repeated calls fromthe
international community to put an end to this practice, as described in the
report of the Special Rapporteur,?

1. Expresses deep concern at the serious, w despread and continuing
human rights violations in the Sudan, including extrajudicial killings and

summary executions, detentions wi t hout due process, violations of the rights
of women and children, forced displ acenment of persons, enforced or involuntary
di sappearances, torture and other fornms of cruel and unusual punishnent,
slavery, practices simlar to slavery and forced | abour, denial of the
freedons of expression, association and peaceful assenbly and discrimnation
based on religion;

8 1bid., chap. Il, sect. K para. 34.
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2. Calls upon the Government of the Sudan to conply with applicable
i nternational human rights instruments to which the Sudan is a party, in
particular the International Covenants on Human Rights,? the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation,? the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,* the Sl avery Convention, as
anended, ® and the Suppl ementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the
Sl ave Trade and Institutions and Practices Simlar to Slavery, ' to inplenent
those instrunments to which it is a party and to ensure that all individuals in
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including nenbers of al
religious and ethnic groups, enjoy fully the rights recogni zed in those
i nstruments;

3. Urges the Covernnent of the Sudan to ensure that all cases of
sl avery, servitude, slave trade, forced | abour and simlar practices brought
toits attention are investigated and all appropriate neasures are inplenented
to put an immedi ate end to these practices;

4. Expresses its hope that the Special Investigation Conmittee on
Al l egations of Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances and Reported Cases of
Slavery will contribute effectively to inproving the human rights situation in
t he Sudan;

5. Wl cones the statenent by the CGovernnment of the Sudan, as reported
by the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Rights on the situation
of human rights in the Sudan, in which it pledged its logistical support to
nati onal, regional and international organizations that join the
i nvestigations of alleged cases of involuntary di sappearance and sl avery, and,
accordingly, calls upon the Government to grant international human rights and
humani t ari an organi zati ons and i ndependent observers free and uni npeded access
to all areas where these viol ati ons have been reported,;

6. Wl cones the interimreport of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the Sudan to the General Assenbly and his recent
report to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts, ' and expresses its continuing
support for his work;

7. Continues to urge the placenent of human rights nmonitors in such
| ocations as will facilitate inproved information flow and assessnment and
i ndependent verification of reporting, with particular attention to violations
and abuses of human rights in areas of arned conflict, as recomended by the
Speci al Rapporteur;*®

® United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 212, No. 2861

0 | bid., vol. 266, No. 3822.
11 See A/51/490, chap. 111, sect. A para. 43 (b).
12 B/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 62.

13 See A/51/490, chap. 111, sect. B, para. 52 (c).
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8. Urges the Government of the Sudan to cease immediately all aeria
attacks on civilian targets and other attacks that are in violation of
i nternational humanitarian | aw

9. Calls upon parties to the hostilities to respect fully the
appl i cabl e provisions of international humanitarian [aw, including article 3
conmon to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, % and the Additiona
Protocols thereto, of 1977, to halt the use of weapons against the civilian
popul ation and to protect all civilians, including wonen, children and nenbers
of ethnic and religious mnorities, fromviolations, including forcible
di spl acenment, arbitrary detention, ill-treatnent, torture and sumary
executions, and depl ores the consequences for innocent civilians of the use of
| andm nes by government and rebel forces alike;

10. Again calls upon the Governnment of the Sudan and all parties to
all ow Operation Lifeline Sudan, international agencies, humanitarian
organi zati ons and donor CGovernnents uni npeded access to the civilian
popul ation so as to permt the delivery of humanitarian assistance to al
persons in need;

11. Wl cones the reported rel ease of femal e detainees with children
and any other activities designed to assist such persons, and encourages the
Government of the Sudan to work actively for the eradication of practices that
are directed against and in particular violate the human rights of women and
girls, in full cooperation wth the international organizations active in the
Sudan and focusing on the question, including the office of the United Nations
Children's Fund in Khartoum

12. Urges the Government of the Sudan to take all steps necessary to
i nprove the situation of the nost vul nerable groups of the society, the wonen,
children and ethnic and religious mnorities living in the conflict zones, as
reconmended by the Special Rapporteur;?®

13. Uges all parties to the civil war in the Sudan to seek a
negoti ated settlenment to the conflict inmediately, and encourages the parties
to cooperate with efforts by the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and
Devel opnent to assist the warring parties to put an end to the conflict and
hasten a return of Sudanese refugees residing in neighbouring countries;

14. Reiterates its call upon the Government of the Sudan to ensure a
full, thorough and pronpt investigation by an independent judicial comm ssion
of inquiry into the killings of Sudanese nationals enployed by foreign relief

organi zati ons and foreign Governments;

15. Urges the Governnment of the Sudan to cooperate fully with al
United Nations agencies, international humanitarian organi zati ons, human

4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

% 1bid., vol. 1125, Nos. 17512 and 17513.

16 See A/51/490, chap. 111, sect. B, para. 52 (d).
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rights organi zati ons and i ndependent observers to inprove the situation of
human rights in the Sudan, as recommended by the Special Rapporteur;?

16. Wl cones the decision of the Commi ssion on Hunman Rights to extend
t he mandate of the Special Rapporteur for an additional year

17. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to provide the Specia
Rapporteur with all necessary assistance in the discharge of his mandate;

18. Wl cones the approaches to the Special Rapporteurs of the
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights by the Governnent of the Sudan, and again calls
upon the CGovernnent of the Sudan to extend its full and unreserved cooperation
to the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan and to
the themati c Special Rapporteurs, to assist themin the ongoi ng di scharge of
their mandates and, to this end, to take all necessary steps to ensure that
t he Speci al Rapporteurs have free and unlimted access to the whole territory
of the Sudan and to any person in the Sudan with whomthey wish to neet, with
no threats or reprisals;

19. Recommends the continued nmonitoring of the serious human rights
situation in the Sudan and of the regional efforts to end the hostilities and
human suffering in the south, and invites the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, at
its fifty-third session, to give urgent attention to the situation of human
rights in the Sudan;

20. Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its
fifty-second session.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996

7 Ibid., sect. B, para. 52 (g).



