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51/ 101. Culture of peace

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling the preanble to the Charter of the United Nations and the
pur poses and principles of the United Nations,

Recalling also its resolution 50/173 of 22 Decenber 1995 entitled
"United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education: towards a culture of

peace", in which it expressed satisfaction with the transdisciplinary project
adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation entitled "Towards a culture of peace", in particular unit 1,

entitled "Education for peace, human rights, denocracy, internationa
under st andi ng and tol erance",

Considering that the Plan of Action for the United Nati ons Decade for
Human Ri ghts Education, 1995-2004,! will nmake a fundanental contribution to
under st andi ng and peace and is consistent with the transdi sciplinary project
entitled "Towards a culture of peace"

Taking note of the Wirld Plan of Action on Education for Human R ghts
and Denocracy, ? adopted by the Internati onal Congress on Education for Human
Ri ghts and Denocracy convened by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization at Montreal from8 to 11 March 1993, the Plan of
Action for the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education, 1995-2004,
and all relevant provisions included in the declarations and programes of

1 A 49/ 261/ Add. 1- E/ 1994/ 110/ Add. 1, annex.

2 See A/ CONF. 157/ PC/ 42/ Add. 6.
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action adopted in the series of international conferences held under the
auspi ces of the United Nations,

Enphasi zi ng the need for a practical approach that can | ead, through
sust ai nabl e human devel opnent and the pronotion of tol erance, dial ogue and
solidarity, to cooperation and the prevention of violence and thus to the
consol i dati on of peace,

Considering the inportant results of the two international forums for a
culture of peace hosted by El Salvador in February 1994 and the Philippines in
Novenber 1995,

Consi dering also the practical |essons |earned fromthe national culture
of peace programmes of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation in Burundi, the Congo, El Sal vador, Guatenala, Myzanbi que, the
Phi |l i ppi nes, Rmanda and Sonualia, whereby projects in the fields of conpetence
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in
particul ar in education, have been planned and are being inplenmented through a
process involving all parties concerned;

1. Wl cones the report of the Director-CGeneral of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the transdisciplinary
project entitled "Towards a culture of peace";?

2. Expresses deep concern about the proliferation of violence and
conflicts of a diverse nature in various parts of the world;

3. Calls for the pronotion of a culture of peace based on the
principles established in the Charter of the United Nations, respect for human
rights, denocracy, tolerance, dialogue, cultural diversity and reconciliation
and efforts to promote developnent, education for peace, the free flow of
i nformation and the wider participation of wonen, as an integral approach to
prevent violence and conflicts and to contribute to the creation of conditions
for peace and its consolidation

4. Wl cones with satisfaction the nmenorandum of understandi ng bet ween
the Director-Ceneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssi oner for Human
Rights, signed in Paris on 19 Cctober 1995;

5. Wel cones the establishment of the Félix Houphouét-Boigny Prize on
the Research for Peace by the General Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twenty-fifth session
the biennial prize awarded by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization for the teaching of human rights and the annual prize
for peace education;

6. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in coordination with the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation, to report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session on
the inplenentati on of the present resolution and on the progress of
educational activities within the framework of the transdisciplinary project
entitled "Towards a culture of peace", including the preparation of elements

3 A/ 51/ 395, annex.
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for a draft provisional declaration and progranmme of action on a culture of
peace;

7. Decides to continue its consideration of the question of a culture
of peace at its fifty-second session

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



