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Taking note of the section on peace-keeping of the po-
sition paper of the Secretary-General, “Supplement to an
Agenda for Peace,”® and of the statement by the President
of the Security Council of 22 February 1995,%

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-General
on the work of the Organization,*®

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on the
command and control of United Nations peace-keeping op-
erations,*!

Taking note further of the report of the Secretary-
General on improving preparedness for conflict prevention
and peace-keeping in Africa®? and the recommendations
therein, which should be considered further in consultation
with the Organization of African Unity,

Noting the widespread interest in contributing to the
work of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Opera-
tions expressed by many Member States, including troop-
contributing countries,

Bearing in mind the continuous necessity of strengthen-
ing the effectiveness of the work of the Special Committee,

Convinced of the need for the United Nations to con-
tinue to improve its capabilities in the field of peace-keep-
ing and to enhance the effective and efficient deployment
of its peace-keeping missions,

Taking note in this regard of the various proposals and
views regarding United Nations peace-keeping put forward
during the Special Commemorative Meeting and the gen-
eral debate at the present session of the General Assembly,

1. Welcomes the report of the Special Committee on
Peace-keeping Operations;*

2. Endorses the proposals, recommendations and con-
clusions of the Special Committee contained in paragraphs
35 to 93 of its report;

3. Urges Member States, the Secretariat and relevant
organs of the United Nations to take all necessary steps to
implement the proposals, recommendations and conclu-
sions of the Special Committee;

4. Recommends that, should any of the proposals con-
tained in the present resolution result in budgetary impli-
cations for the bienniums 1994-1995 and 1996-1997, such
additional costs be accommodated within the appropriation
levels approved by the General Assembly for those bien-
niums, in accordance with the Financial Regulations and
Rules of the Organization;

5. Decides that the Special Committee, in accordance
with its mandate, should continue its efforts for a compre-
hensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping op-
erations in all their aspects; the Special Committee should
review the implementation of its previous proposals and
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consider new proposals so as to enhance the capacity of the
United Nations to fulfil its responsibilities in this field;

6. Requests the Special Comnmittee to consider the ex-
pansion of its membership, analysing all available options,
invites its chairman to consult with interested States and
requests the Special Committee to submit specific recom-
mendations to the General Assembly at its fifty-first ses-
sion;

7. Also requests the Special Committee to submit a re-
port on its work to the General Assembly at its fifty-first
session;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-first session the item entitled “Comprehensive review
of the whole question of peace-keeping operations in all
their aspects”.
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50/31. Questions relating to information

A

INFORMATION IN THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY

The General Assembly,

Taking note of the comprehensive and important report
of the Committee on Information *

Also taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
on questions relating to information,*

Urges all countries, organizations of the United Nations
system as a whole and all others concerned, reaffirming
their commitment to the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and to the principles of freedom of the
press and freedom of information, as well as to those of
the independence, pluralism and diversity of the media,
deeply concerned by the disparities existing between de-
veloped and developing countries and the consequences of
every kind arising from those disparities that affect the ca-
pability of the public, private or other media and individu-
als in developing countries to disseminate information and
communicate their views and their cultural and ethical val-
ues through endogenous cultural production, as well as to
ensure the diversity of sources and their free access to in-
formation, and recognizing the call in this context for what
in the United Nations and at various international forums
has been termed “a new world information and communi-
cation order, seen as an evolving and continuous process”:

(@) To cooperate and interact with a view to reducing
existing disparities in information flows at all levels by in-
creasing assistance for the development of communication
infrastructures and capabilities in developing countries,
with due regard for their needs and the priorities attached
to such areas by those countries, and in order to enable
them and the public, private or other media in developing
countries to develop their own information and communi-
cation policies freely and independently and increase the
participation of media and individuals in the communica-
tion process, and to ensure a free flow of information at all
levels;
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(b) To ensure for journalists the free and effective per-
formance of their professional tasks and condemn reso-
lutely all attacks against them;

(¢) To provide support for the continuation and
strengthening of practical training programmes for broad-
casters and journalists from public, private and other media
in developing countries;

(d) To enhance regional efforts and cooperation among
developing countries, as well as cooperation between de-
veloped and developing countries, to strengthen communi-
cation capacities and to improve the media infrastructure
and communication technology in the developing coun-
tries, especially in the areas of training and dissemination
of information;

(e) To aim, in addition to bilateral cooperation, at pro-
viding all possible support and assistance to the developing
countries and their media, public, private or other, with due
regard to their interests and needs in the field of infor-
mation and to action already adopted within the United
Nations system, including:

(i) The development of the human and technical re-
sources that are indispensable for the improvement
of information and communication systems in de-
veloping countries and support for the continuation
and strengthening of practical training pro-
grammes, such as those already operating under
both public and private auspices throughout the de-
veloping world;

(ii) The creation of conditions that will enable devel-
oping countries and their media, public, private or
other, to have, by using their national and regional
resources, the communication technology suited to
their national needs, as well as the necessary pro-
gramme material, especially for radio and televi-
sion broadcasting;

(iii) Assistance in establishing and promoting telecom-
munication links at the subregional, regional and
interregional levels, especially among developing
countries;

(iv) The facilitation, as appropriate, of access by the de-
veloping countries to advanced communication
technology available on the open market;

(H To provide full support for the International Pro-
gramme for the Development of Communication* of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation, which should support both public and private media.
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B

UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICIES
AND ACTIVITIES

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its primary role in elaborating, coordinating
and harmonizing United Nations policies and activities in
the field of information,
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Also reaffirming that the Secretary-General should en-
sure that the activities of the Deparrment of Public Infor-
mation of the Secretariat, as the focal point for the public
information tasks of the United Nations, are strengthened
and improved, keeping in view the parposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations, the priority areas de-
fined by the General Assembly and the recommendations
of the Committee on Information,

Taking note of all the reports of the Secretary-General
submitted to the Committee at its seventeenth session,

1. Welcomes Belize, Croatia, the Czech Republic,
Kazakstan, and South Africa following the establishment
of a united, non-racial and democratic Government in that
country, to membership in the Comraittee on Information;

2. Decides to consolidate the rol: of the Committee as
its main subsidiary body mandated to make recommenda-
tions relating to the work of the Department of Public In-
formation of the Secretariat;

3. Calls upon the Secretary-General, in respect of the
public information policies and ac-ivities of the United
Nations, to implement fully the recommendations con-
tained in paragraph 2 of its resolution 48/44 B of 10 De-
cember 1993;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in order to put into
practice the need for an effective public information capac-
ity of the Department of Public Information for the forma-
tion and day-to-day functioning of the information compo-
nents of peace-keeping and other field operations of the
United Nations, to ensure the involvement of the Depart-
ment at the planning stage of such future operations
through interdepartmental consultations and coordination
with the other substantive departments of the Secretariat;

5. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General re-
garding the continuous and major publications of the De-
partment of Public Information*” and urges all efforts to
ensure timely production and dissemination of its major
publications, in particular the UN Chronicle, the Yearbook
of the United Nations and Africa Fecovery, maintaining
consistent editorial independence and accuracy, and taking
the necessary measures to ensure that its output contains
adequate, objective and equitable information about issues
before the Organization, reflecting divergent opinions
wherever they occur;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to increase his ef-
forts for the early resumption of the publication Develop-
ment Forum, or an alternative system-wide publication that
meets the requirements set out for new publications by the
Committee on Information;

7. Requests the management of tt e Department of Pub-
lic Information to review its publications and proposals for
publications to ensure that all publications fulfil an identi-
fiable need, that they do not duplicate other publications
inside or outside the United Nations system and that they
are produced in a cost-effective manner, and to report
thereon to the Committee at its eighteenth session;

8. Reaffirms the importance attached by Member
States to the role of United Nations information centres in
effectively and comprehensively disseminating informa-
tion, particularly in developing countries and countries in
transition, about United Nations activities;

9. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the results of the trial of integrating United Nations infor-
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mation centres with field offices of the United Nations De-
velopment Programme,*® and invites the Secretary-General
to continue the integration exercise whenever feasible, on
a case-by-case basis, while taking into account the views
of the host country, and ensuring that the information func-
tions and autonomy of the United Nations information cen-
tres are not adversely affected, and to report thereon to the
Committee;

10.  Reaffirms the role of the General Assembly in re-
lation to the opening of new United Nations information
centres and invites the Secretary-General, as well, to make
such recommendations as he may judge necessary regard-
ing the establishment and location of these centres;

11. Also takes note of the report of the Secretary-
General on the allocation of resources to United Nations
information centres in 1994* and calls upon him to con-
tinue to study ways and means to rationalize and effect
equitable disbursement of available resources to all United
Nations information centres and to report thereon to the
Commiittee at its eighteenth session;

12.  Welcomes the action by some Member States with
regard to financial and material support to United Nations
information centres in their respective capitals;

13.  Welcomes also the successful conclusion of the ne-
gotiations on the establishment of a United Nations infor-
mation component at Warsaw;

14.  Notes the progress made by the Secretary-General
and the German authorities towards establishing, within
existing resources of the Department of Public Informa-
tion, a United Nations information centre at Bonn;

15. Notes with appreciation the action taken, or being
taken, by the Secretary-General regarding the reactivation
and enhancement of the United Nations information cen-
tres at Bujumbura, Dar es Salaam, Dhaka and Tehran;

16.  Welcomes further the continued enhanced coopera-
tion between the Department of Public Information and the
University for Peace in Costa Rica as a focal point for pro-
moting United Nations activities and disseminating United
Nations information materials;

17. Takes note of the requests of Bulgaria, Gabon,
Guinea, Haiti and Slovakia for information centres or in-
formation components;

18. Expresses its full support for the wide and prompt
coverage of United Nations activities through a continu-
ation of United Nations press releases in both working lan-
guages of the Secretariat, namely, English and French, and
welcomes the improvements in the quality and speedy is-
sue of those press releases in both working languages;

19.  Encourages the Secretary-General to explore ways
and means to improve the access of United Nations radio
to airwaves worldwide, bearing in mind that radio is one
of the most cost-effective and far-reaching media available
to the Department of Public Information and is an impor-
tant instrument in United Nations activities with regard to
development and peace-keeping;

20. Notes with appreciation the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Public Information to take advantage of recent de-
velopments in information technology in order to improve
the dissemination of information on the United Nations,
and encourages the Department to continue its efforts in
this field;
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21. Notes the important role the Department of Public
Information will have to play in responding to the in-
creased public interest resulting from the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the United Nations, and requests the Department to
ensure the greatest possible access to United Nations
guided tours, as well as to ensure that displays in public
areas are kept as informative, up to date and relevant as
possible;

22. Invites Member States that wish to do so to submit
to the Secretary-General by 15 March 1996 their observa-
tions and suggestions on ways and means of furthering the
development of communication infrastructures and capa-
bilities in developing countries, with a view to consolidat-
ing recent experience in the field of international coopera-
tion aimed at enabling them to develop their own
information and communication capacities freely and inde-
pendently, and requests the Secretary-General to report
thereon to the Committee on Information at its eighteenth
session;

23. Recommends, in order to continue to facilitate con-
tact between the Department of Public Information and the
Committee on Information between sessions, that the Bu-
reau of the Committee, together with representatives of
each regional group, the Group of 77 and China, in close
contact with the members of the Committee, should meet
on a regular basis and consult it periodic intervals with
representatives of the Department;

24. Takes note of the request of Belarus, the Russian
Federation and Ukraine concerning information activities
for the tenth anniversary in 1996 of the Chernobyl disaster
and calls upon the Department of Public Information to
continue cooperation with the countries concerned, and
with the relevant organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system, with a view to establishing and imple-
menting such activities as appropriate, and within existing
resources;

25. Requests the Secretary-3eneral to report to the
Committee on Information at its eighteenth session and to
the General Assembly at its fifty-first session on the activi-
ties of the Department of Publi: Information and on the
implementation of the recommendations contained in the
present resolution;

26. Decides that the eighteenth session of the Commit-
tee should last not more than ten working days, and invites
the Bureau of the Committee to explore ways and means
of making optimum use of the Committee’s time;

27. Requests the Committee to report to the General
Assembly at its fifty-first session;

28. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-first session the item entitlzd “Questions relating to
information”.
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50/32. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territo-
ries transmitted under Article 73 e of the Char-

ter of the United Nations

The General Assembly,

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen-
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the informa-



