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in Washington on 28 September 1995, the Agreement be-
tween Israel and Jordan on the Common Agenda, the
Washington Declaration, signed by Jordan and Israel on 25
July 1994, and the Treaty of Peace between the State of
Israel and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, of 26 Octo-
ber 1994, which constitute important steps in achieving a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middie East,
and urges all parties to implement the agreements reached,;

4. Stresses the need to achieve rapid progress on the
other tracks of the Arab-Israeli negotiations within the
peace process;

5. Welcomes the results of the Conference to Support
Middle East Peace, convened in Washington on 1 October
1993, including the establishment of the Ad Hoc Liaison
Committee, and the subsequent work of the World Bank
Consultative Group, welcomes also the appointment by the
Secretary-General of the “United Nations Special Coordi-
nator in the Occupied Territories”, and urges Member
States to expedite economic, financial and technical assist-
ance to the Palestinian people during the interim period;

6. Calls upon all Member States to extend economic,
financial and technical assistance to parties in the region
and to render support for the peace process;

7. Considers that an active United Nations role in the
Middle East peace process and in assisting in the imple-
mentation of the Declaration of Principles can make a posi-
tive contribution;

8. Encourages regional development and cooperation
in areas where work has begun within the framework of
the Madrid Conference.
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50/22. The situation in the Middle East
A

JERUSALEM

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/120 E of 10 December 1981,
37/123 C of 16 December 1982, 38/180 C of 19 December
1983, 39/146 C of 14 December 1984, 40/168 C of 16 De-
cember 1985, 41/162 C of 4 December 1986, 42/209 D of
11 December 1987, 43/54 C of 6 December 1988, 44/40 C
of 4 December 1989, 45/83 C of 13 December 1990, 46/82 B
of 16 December 1991, 47/63 B of 11 December 1992,
48/59 A of 14 December 1993 and 49/87 A of 16 Decem-
ber 1994, in which it determined that all legislative and
administrative measures and actions taken by Israel, the oc-
cupying Power, which had altered or purported to alter the
character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, in par-
ticular the so-called “Basic Law” on Jerusalem and the
proclamation of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, were null
and void and must be rescinded forthwith,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 478 (1980)
of 20 August 1980, in which the Council, inter alia, de-
cided not to recognize the “Basic Law” and called upon
those States that had established diplomatic missions at
Jerusalem to withdraw such missions from the Holy City,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
of 24 October 1995,5°

504/50/574.

1. Determines that the decision of Israel to impose its
laws, jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of
Jerusalem is illegal and therefore null and void and has no
validity whatsoever;

2. Deplores the transfer by some States of their diplo-
matic missions to Jerusalem in violation of Security Coun-
cil resolution 478 (1980), and their refusal to comply with
the provisions of that resolution:

3. Calls once more upon those States to abide by the
provisions of the relevant United Nations resolutions, in
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its fifty-first session on the implementa-
tion of the present resolution.
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B

THE SYRIAN (GOLAN

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled “The situation in the
Middle East”,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General of 24
October 1995,%°

Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17
December 1981,

Reaffirming the fundamental principle of the inadmissi-
bility of the acquisition of territory by force,

Reaffirming once more the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949 ! to the occupied Syr-
ian Golan,

Deeply concerned that Israel has not withdrawn from the
Syrian Golan, which has been under occupation since
1967, contrary to the relevant Security Council and Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions,

Noting with satisfaction the convening at Madrid of the
Peace Conference on the Middle East on the basis of
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November
1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, with the hope
that substantial and concrete progress will be achieved on
the Syrian and Lebanese tracks for the realization of a just,
comprehensive and lasting peace in the region,

1. Declares that Israel has failed so far to comply with
Security Council resolution 497 (1981);

2. Declares also that the Kuesset decision of 11 No-
vember 1991 annexing the occupied Syrian Golan consti-
tutes a grave violation of resolution 497 (1981) and there-
fore is null and void and has no validity whatsoever, and
calls upon Israel to rescind it;

3. Reaffirms its determinaticn that all relevant provi-
sions of the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention
of 1907,%2 and the Geneva Convention relative to the Pro-
tection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
1949, continue to apply to the Syrian territory occupied by
Israel since 1967, and calls upon the parties thereto to re-
spect and ensure respect for their obligations under those
instruments in all circumstances;

lUnited Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

52See Camegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New Y ork, Oxford
University Press, 1915).
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4. Determines once more that the continued occupation
of the Syrian Golan and its de facto annexation constitute
a stumbling-block in the way of achieving a just, compre-
hensive and lasting peace in the region;

5. Demands once more that Israel withdraw from all
the occupied Syrian Golan to the line of 4 June 1967 in
implementation of the relevant Security Council resolu-
tions;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its fifty-first session on the implementa-
tion of the present resolution.
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50/23. Law of the sea

The General Assembly,

Emphasizing the universal character of the United Na-
tions Convention on the Law of the Sea*' and its funda-
mental importance for the maintenance and strengthening
of international peace and security, as well as for the sus-
tainable use and development of the seas and oceans and
their resources,

Considering that, in its resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 De-
cember 1970, it proclaimed that the seabed and ocean
floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national
Jurisdiction (hereinafter referred to as “the Area”), as well
as the resources of the Area, are the common heritage of
mankind, and considering also that the Convention, to-
gether with the Agreement relating to the implementation
of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea of 10 December 1982,53 provides the regime to
be applied to the Area and its resources,

Recalling its resolution 49/28 of 6 December 1994 on
the law of the sea, adopted consequent to the entry into
force of the Convention on 16 November 1994,

Aware of the importance of the effective implementation
of the Convention and its uniform and consistent applica-
tion, as well as of the growing need to promote and facili-
tate international cooperation on the law of the sea and
ocean affairs at the global, regional and subregional levels,

Conscious of the strategic importance of the Convention
as a framework for national, regional and global action in
the marine sector, as recognized also by the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development in chap-
ter 17 of Agenda 21,54

Recognizing the impact on States of the entry into force
of the Convention and the increasing need, particularly of
developing States, for advice and assistance in its imple-
mentation in order to benefit thereunder,

Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General and
competent international organizations under the Conven-
tion, in particular pursuant to its entry into force and as
required by resolution 49/28,

Reaffirming the importance of the annual consideration
and review by the General Assembly of the overall devel-

53Resolution 48/263, annex.

“Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/CONF.151/
26/Rev.1 (Vol. I and Vol. I/Corr.1, Vol. 11, Vol. Il and Vol. 111/
Corr.1)) (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corri-
genda),nvol. I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference, resolution 1,
annex II.

opments pertaining to the implementation of the Conven-
tion, as well as of other developments relating to the law
of the sea and ocean affairs,

Noting the decisions taken by States parties to the Con-
vention to convene meetings of States parties to deal with
the initial budget and organizational and other related mat-
ters of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in
preparation for its establishment and the election of its
members,* as well as to prepare for and organize the elec-
tion of the members of the Commission on the Limits of
the Continental Shelf,

Noting also that the Assembly of the International Sea-
bed Authority has concluded its first session and has sched-
uled two meetings of the Authority for 1996, from 11
March for up to three weeks, if necessary, and from 5 Au-
gust for up to two weeks, in Kingston,¢

Noting further that the Assembly of the Authority re-
quested arrangements for the interim secretariat of the
Authority, authorizing the Secretary-General to administer
the interim secretariat until the Secretary-General of the
Authority is able to assume effectively the responsibility
of the Authority’s secretariat,’

Recalling that the Agreement relating to the implemen-
tation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 provides that the
institutions established by the Conveation shall be cost-
effective,” and recalling also that the meeting of States
parties to the Convention decided that rhis principle would
apply to all aspects of the work of the Tribunal,>

Emphasizing the importance of making adequate provi-
sions for the efficient functioning of the institutions estab-
lished by the Convention,

1. Calls upon all States that have not done so to be-
come parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea and to ratify, confirm formally or accede to the
Agreement relating to the implementation of Part X1 of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10
December 1982 in order to achieve the goal of universal
participation;

2. Calis upon States to harmonize rheir national legis-
lation with the provisions of the Convention and to ensure
the consistent application of those provisions;

3. Reaffirms the unified character cf the Convention;

4. Recalls its decision to fund the budget for the ad-
ministrative expenses of the International Seabed Author-
ity initially from the regular budget of the United Nations,
in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement;®

5. Approves the provision by the Secretary-General of
such services as may be required for the two meetings of
the Authority to be held in 1996, from : 1 to 22 March and
from 5 to 16 August;

6. Approves also the request of th: Assembly of the
Authority to continue the staff and fucilities previously
available to the Kingston Office for the Law of the Sea as
the interim secretariat of the Authority, and authorizes the
Secretary-General to administer the interim secretariat un-

53See SPLOS/4, para. 38.

36See ISBA/A/L.7/Rev.1, para. 35.

57See ISBA/A/L.5 and ISBA/A/L.7/Rev.1, para. 33.

38See resolution 48/263, annex: Annex to the Agreement, sect. 1,
para. 2.

39See SPLOS/4, para. 25 (e).

60See resolution 48/263, para. 8; and ibid., annex: Annex to the
Agreement, sect. 1, para. 14.



