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50/ 107. Observance of the International Year for the

Eradi cation of Poverty and proclamation of the first
United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirmng its resolutions 43/195 of 20 Decenber 1988, 44/212 of 22
December 1989, 45/213 of 21 Decenber 1990, 46/141 of 17 Decenber 1991, 47/197
of 22 Decenber 1992, 48/184 of 21 Decenber 1993 and 49/ 110 of 19 Decenber
1994, all related to international cooperation for the eradication of poverty
i n devel opi ng countries,

Recalling its resolution 48/ 183 of 21 Decenber 1993, in which it
procl ai med 1996 International Year for the Eradication of Poverty,

Recalling also its resolution 49/110, in which it requested that a draft
programe on the preparations for and observance of the Year be el aborated at
an early date

Enphasi zi ng the necessity for Governnents to focus their efforts and
policies on addressing the root causes of poverty and providing for the basic
needs of all,

Recogni zi ng that the eradication of poverty requires ensuring universa
access to econom c opportunities that will pronote sustainable |ivelihood and
maki ng basic efforts to facilitate access to opportunities and services for
t he di sadvant aged, and that people living in poverty and vul nerabl e groups
nmust be enpowered through organi zation and social life, in particular in the
pl anni ng and i npl enentation of policies that affect them thus enabling them
to become genuine partners in devel opnent,
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Al so recogni zi ng that economni c devel opment, social devel opment and
environnental protection are interdependent and rnutually reinforcing
conmponents of sustainabl e devel opnent, which is the framework for efforts to
achieve a higher quality of life for all people, and that equitable social
devel opnent, which enpowers people living in poverty to utilize environmenta
resources sustainably, is a necessary foundation for sustainable devel opnent,

Stressing the necessity to pronote and inplement policies to create a
supportive external econonic environment, through, inter alia, cooperation in
the formul ati on and i npl enmentati on of macroeconom c policies, trade
i beralization, mobilization and/or the provision of new and additiona
financial resources that are both adequate and predictable and nobilized in a
way that maxim zes the availability of such resources for sustainable
devel opnent, using all available funding sources and nmechani sns, enhanced
financial stability and ensuring increased access of devel oping countries to
gl obal markets, productive investnents and technol ogi es, and appropriate
know edge,

Al so stressing that the United Nations systemshould play a central role
i n enhanci ng support and assi stance for devel oping countries, in particular
African countries and | east devel oped countries, in their efforts to achi eve
the objectives set forth in the Copenhagen Decl arati on on Soci al Devel opnent
and in the Programme of Action of the Wrld Sumrt for Social Devel opment, 1/
as well as in the major United Nations conferences organi zed since 1990
towards the eradication of poverty,

Enphasi zi ng that enpowering wonmen will be a critical factor in the
eradi cation of poverty, since wonmen constitute a majority of people living in
poverty and since they contribute to the econony and to conbating poverty
t hrough both their rermunerated and their unrenunerated work at home, in the
community and in the workpl ace,

Considering that the international community at the highest politica
| evel has already reached a consensus and conmtted itself to the eradication
of poverty in recent mgjor United Nations conferences, including the United
Nat i ons Conference on Environment and Devel opnent, the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the Fourth World Conference on Wnen
and in particular the Wrld Sumrit for Social Devel opment, which addressed the
eradi cation of poverty as one of its three major thenes, as well as the
expected contributions fromthe forthcom ng United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 11), the ninth session of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Devel opnent and the Wrld Food Summit,

Noting the inportance attached at the summt neeting of seven mgjor
industrialized countries, held at Halifax, Canada, from 15 to 17 June 1995, in
consi deri ng neasures towards the eradi cation of poverty, 2/

Bearing in mnd that Governnents decided to adopt the appropriate
nmeasures and nechani sns for inplenmenting and nonitoring the outcone of the
World Sunmt for Social Devel opment, with the assistance, upon request, of the
speci al i zed agenci es, programes, funds and regi onal comm ssions of the United

1/ See A/ CONF. 166/9, chap. |, resolution 1, annexes |I and 11

2/ See A/ 50/ 254- S/ 1995/ 501.
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Nati ons system w th broad participation of all sectors of civil society,

Recal I i ng the Copenhagen Decl aration and the Programme of Action of the
World Sunmt for Social Devel oprment, in particular paragraph 95 (c) of the
Programme of Action, in which it is recommended that the CGeneral Assenbly, at
its fiftieth session, declare the first United Nati ons Decade for the
Eradi cati on of Poverty, following the International Year for the Eradication
of Poverty (1996), with a viewto considering further initiatives on the
eradi cati on of poverty,

Havi ng considered the reports of the Secretary-Ceneral on the draft
programe for the observance of the International Year for the Eradication of
Poverty 3/ and on international cooperation for the eradication of poverty in
devel opi ng countries, 4/

Taki ng note of the Secretary-Ceneral's proposal in response to
resol ution 49/110, that the theme of the International Year for the
Er adi cati on of Poverty be "Poverty can be and nmust be eradicated throughout
the worl d",

I. OBSERVANCE OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL YEAR FOR THE
ERADI CATI ON OF POVERTY (1996)

1. Urges all Governments, the international comunity, including the
United Nations system and all other actors in society to pursue seriously the
objective of the eradication of poverty within the context of the
International Year for the Eradication of Poverty (1996);

2. Reaffirms that the activities for the observance of the Year shal
be undertaken at all levels, and that assistance should be provided by the
United Nations systemwith a viewto creating anong States, policy makers and
i nternational public opinion a greater awareness of the fact that the
eradi cati on of poverty is both a conplex and mul tidi nensional problem and is
fundanmental to reinforcing peace and achi evi ng sustai nabl e devel opnent;

3. Decides that the aimof the activities during the Year shall be to
support a longer-term sustained effort to inplenent fully and effectively the
conmi tments, reconmendations and neasures undertaken, and the basic provisions
al ready agreed upon at major United Nations conferences since 1990, in
particular the Wirld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent 1/ and the Fourth World
Conf erence on Wnen; 5/

4. Al so decides that, in order to achieve the goal of eradicating
poverty, activities during the Year, at all levels, shall be guided, inter
alia, by the follow ng principles:

(a) A sustained, collective commtnment and effort shall be nmounted by

3/ A/ 50/ 551.
4/ A/ 50/ 396.
5/ See A/ CONF. 177/ 20 and Add. 1, chap. |, resolution 1, annex | (Beijing

DecIaFation) and annex Il (Platformfor Action).
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Governnents, |ocal admnistrations, all relevant actors of civil society,

i ncl udi ng non-governnental organi zati ons, business and corporations, supported
by the international community, including the United Nations system and

rel evant subregional, regional and other international organizations, and
anti-poverty strategi es and programes shall be designed, inplenmented and
nonitored wth the full and effective participation of people living in
poverty;

(b) Measures shall be adopted to ensure that people living in poverty
have access to the resources and opportunities necessary to escape from
poverty, and policies shall be adopted to ensure that all people have adequate
econom ¢ and social protection during unenploynent, ill health, maternity,
child-rearing, w dowhood, disability and ol d age;

(c) Access of all people living in poverty to basic social services
shal |l be ensured, as well as their participation in the economc, social,
cultural and political life of society;

(d) Wbrren shall be given the econonmic and social opportunities to
contribute to devel opment, and anti-poverty strategi es and progranmes shall be
designed with a gender dinension

(e) Target ed programes shall be devel oped to neet the special needs
of particular social and denographi c groups, including young people,
di sadvant aged ol der persons, persons with disabilities and other vul nerable
and di sadvant aged groups of persons;

(f The international community shall provide continued and effective
support to broad-based devel opnent in devel oping countries, in particular in
Africa and the | east devel oped countries;

(9) The efforts of the United Nations systemto achi eve the overal
goal of eradicating poverty should be well coordinated in order to ensure that
activities of relevant organizations are conplenentary and cost-effective;

5. Recommends that all States, as set out in the Copenhagen
Decl arati on on Soci al Devel opnment and in the Programme of Action of the Wrld
Sunmmit for Social Devel opnent, undertake the follow ng, preferably by 1996

(a) Devel op a precise definition and assessnent of absol ute poverty;

(b) El aborate the measurenents, criteria and indicators for
determ ning the extent and distribution of absol ute poverty;

(c) Formul ate or strengthen, as a matter of urgency, national policies
and strategies geared to substantially reducing overall poverty in the
shortest possible time, reducing inequalities and eradicating absolute poverty
by a target date to be specified by each country in its national context;

(d) Increase public efforts to eradicate absolute poverty and to
reduce overall poverty substantially by, inter alia, formulating or
strengt heni ng and i npl ementing national poverty eradication plans to address
the structural causes of poverty, enconpassing action on the |ocal, national,
subregional, regional and international |evels;

(e) Attach particular attention, in the context of national plans, to
enpl oyment creation as a neans of eradicating poverty, while also giving
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appropriate consideration to health and education, assigning a higher priority
to basic social services, generating household i ncone and pronoting access to
producti ve assets and economi ¢ opportunities;

6. Urges Governments to review, adopt and mai ntain macroecononi c
policies and devel opnent strategies that address the needs and efforts of
worren living in poverty, in particular in rural areas, as set out in paragraph
58 of the Platformfor Action adopted by the Fourth Wbrld Conference on Wnen
5/

7. Reaffirns the agreement to a nmutual conmmitnment between interested
devel oped and devel oping country partners to allocate, on average, 20 per cent
of official devel opment assistance and 20 per cent of the national budget,
respectively, to basic social programes;

8. Stresses that, during the Year and beyond, people living in
poverty and their organizations should be enpowered by being fully involved in
the setting of targets and in the design, inplenmentation, nonitoring and
assessnment of national strategies and programmes for the eradication of
poverty and the devel opnent of comunity bases, ensuring that such programes
reflect their priorities;

9. Notes the activities for the observance of the Year planned by the
organi zati ons and bodi es of the United Nations system as contained in the
report of the Secretary-General, 3/ and invites themto take further
initiatives;

10. Uges multilateral financial and devel opment institutions to
intensify and accelerate their investnments in social sectors and poverty
eradi cati on programres;

11. Takes note of decision 95/22 of 16 June 1995 of the Executive
Board of the United Nations Devel opnment Programme and of the United Nations
Popul ati on Fund, 6/ in which the Board decided to give poverty elimnation the
overriding priority in Programme activities and to concentrate its progranmes
on the nost needy regions and countries, in particular the |east devel oped
countries, especially in Africa;

12. Invites all rel evant specialized agencies, funds, programmes and
rel ated organi zations of the United Nations systemto strengthen and adj ust
their activities, programes and strategies, as appropriate, in order to
achi eve the overall goal of eradicating poverty and neeting the basic human
needs of all;

13. Wl cones the recent decision taken by the Administrative Committee
on Coordination to establish task forces on different aspects of the foll ow up
to United Nations major conferences with a view to considering issues rel ated
to the eradication of poverty; 7/

6/ See E/1995/L.22. The final text of the decision wll be contained in
Oficial Records of the Economc and Social Council, 1995, Supplenent No. 14
(E/ 1995/ 34/ Rev. 1).

7/ See ACC/ 1995/ 23.
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14. Takes note of the decision taken by the Admi nistrator of the
United Nations Devel opment Programme to establish an eradication of poverty
fund for the duration of the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty
in order to help developing countries, in particular African countries and the
| east devel oped countries, in the elaboration of national plans during 1996 to
conbat poverty;

15. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to take all relevant neasures to
arrange for the wide and effective dissemnation of the present resolution and
t he programme for the observance of the Year, and in this regard invites al
States, organizations of the United Nations system relevant internationa
organi zati ons, concerned national organi zati ons, non-governnenta
organi zations and other interested groups of civil society to give the
necessary attention to the observance of the Year

I'1.  FIRST UNI TED NATI ONS DECADE FOR THE ERADI CATI ON
OF POVERTY (1997-2006)

16. Proclains the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006);

17. Urges all Governments and the international comunity, including
the United Nations system and all other actors in society to pursue
effectively the inplementation of the outcones of major United Nations
conferences related to the eradication of poverty, in particular the Wrld
Sunmmit for Social Devel opnent;

18. Wl cones the arrangenents, within the agreed appropriation |eve
for the biennium 1996-1997, made by the Secretary-Ceneral regarding the entity
within the Secretariat required to undertake the functions needed in support
of the systemwi de inplenmentation of the International Year for the
Eradi cati on of Poverty, including activities of the Decade;

19. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to invite those organs,
organi zati ons, programes, funds and bodies of the United Nations systemt hat
have not al ready done so to consider the establishnent of focal points and
other simlar mechanisns so that they may effectively inplenent the
provi sions, agreenments and outcomes of major United Nations conferences
rel evant to the eradication of poverty;

20. Recall s the coordinating role of the Econonic and Soci al Counci
inthe activities of the United Nations systemtowards eradication of poverty
in the context of the coordinated foll owup of the outcome of the major United
Nat i ons conferences and sunmits organi zed since 1990 in the econom c, socia
and rel ated fields;

21. Stresses the inportance of ensuring, at the intergovernnental and
i nter-agency | evels, coherent, conprehensive and integrated activities for the
Year and Decade, according to the outcome of the major United Nations
conferences and sumrits organi zed since 1990 in the econonic, social and
related fields;

22. Invites the Adm nistrative Conmittee on Coordination to ensure, in
particul ar through the inter-agency task forces, the invol venrent and
coordi nation of all relevant organs, organi zati ons and bodies of the United
Nations systemfor a full and effective inplenmentation of the present
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resolution and to submt to the General Assenbly, at its fifty-first session,
t hrough the Econonic and Social Council, reports on activities envisaged in
support of the Decade, taking into account the outcome of the major United
Nat i ons conferences and sunmits organi zed since 1990 in the econom c, socia
and related fields;

23. Calls upon States, the United Nations system relevant
i nternational organizations and all other actors concerned with the Decade to
participate actively in the financial and technical support of the Decade, in
particular with a viewto translating all neasures and recommendations into
operational and concrete poverty eradication programes and activities;

24. Decides that the trust fund of the Wrld Summit for Soci al
Devel opnent established in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 47/92
of 16 Decenber 1992 to finance preparatory activities be continued and renaned
the Trust Fund for the Followup to the Wirld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent,
under the authority of the Secretary-General, with the aimof supporting
programes, seminars and activities for the pronotion of social devel opnent in
the inpl enentati on of the Copenhagen Decl aration and the Programme of Action
of the World Sunmt for Social Devel opnent, which include activities of the
first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, and invites al
States to contribute to the Fund,

25. Requests, therefore, that the Secretary-General ensure that the
out comes of major United Nations conferences are dissem nated as wi dely as
possi bl e and al so to ensure that the docunents related to the Year and the
Decade, once adopted, are transmtted to all States, relevant internationa
and regional organizations, nultilateral financial institutions and regiona
devel opnent banks in order to secure their active and substantia
contri buti ons;

26. Recommends that donor countries give greater priority to the
eradi cation of poverty in their assistance progranmes and budgets, on either a
bilateral or nmultilateral basis;

27. Encour ages devel oping countries to nobilize donestic and externa
resources for poverty eradication programmes and activities, and to facilitate
their full and effective inplenentation

28. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-first session, in one docunent, a progress report on action taken
by the United Nations systemto inplenment the programre for the observance of
the Year and action envisaged to be taken in preparation for the Decade;

29. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-first
session an itementitled "First United Nati ons Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006)".

96t h plenary neeting

20 Decenber 1995



