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become a subsidiary body of the General Assembly, without
prejudice to current arrangements for participation in the
Conference and its preparatory process;

4. Expresses its appreciation to States and organizations for
the extrabudgetary contributions made so far to the three trust
funds that have been established to support preparatory
activities, including national activities, as well as to support the
participation in the Conference and its preparatory process of
developing countries, particularly the least developed among
them, and calls upon all States and organizations in a position
to do so to support those trust funds further;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference, in
preparing the draft final document of the Conference, to be
guided by the views expressed by delegations and groups of
delegations on the annotated outline, including those expressed
at the forty-eighth session of the General Assembly;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General of the Conference,
in recognition of the importance to the preparations for the
Conference of the regional and subregional population confer-
ences, to submit to the Preparatory Committee at its third
session a report synthesizing the results of those conferences;

7. Furtherrequeststhe Secretary-General of the Conference
to convene, within existing resources, informal consultations at
United Nations Headquarters in the period prior to the third
session of the Preparatory Committee, to exchange views in
preparation for negotiations on the draft final document of the
Conference;

8. Reaffirms the importance of the participation in and
contribution to the preparatory process and the Conference
itselfof non-governmental organizations, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of Economic and Social Council resolution
1993/4;

9. Emphasizes the particular importance of immediate
action in widely publicizing the objectives of the Conference
and the issues to be discussed at it;

10. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
in close consultation with the Secretary-General of the Confer-
ence, to ensure implementation of the present resolution;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-
ninth session an item entitled “Report of the International
Conference on Population and Development”.
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48/187.  International conference on the financing of
development
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the importance and continued validity of the
Declaration on International Economic Cooperation, in
particular the Revitalization of Economic Growth and Develop-
ment of the Developing Countries,’ the International Develop-
ment Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
Decade,’ the Cartagena Commitment,® the United Nations New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s,* the
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for

the 1990s,° and the various consensus agreements and conven-
tions, especially Agenda 21,” adopted during the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development,

Recalling its resolution 46/205 of 20 December 1991 on the
convening of an international conference on the financing of
development, and its decision 47/436 of 18 December 1992,

Noting with interest the analysis of the current international
financial situation outlined in the report of the Secretary-
General,® and recalling the link between peace, security,
growth and development,”

Recalling also its resolution 47/181 of 22 December 1992 on
an agenda for development,

1. Decides to continue to explore the issue of the financing
of development and its potential funding sources, in close
consultation and cooperation with the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and the United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development;

2. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the General
Assembly at its fiftieth session a report on the situation of all
potential sources of financing for development, including
sources of new and additional financing for development, in
order to consider the issue of the convening of an international
conference on the financing of development;

3. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fiftieth session, under the item entitled “International cooper-
ation for economic growth and development”, the issue of the
financing of development.

86th plenary meeting
21 December 1993

48/188. International Decade for Natural Disaster Re-

duction
The General Assembly,

Expressing its suppon to all countries that have suffered a
heavy loss of human life, as well as serious damage, both
material and economic, as a result of natural disasters,

Recalling its resolutions 44/236 of 22 December 1989, in
which it proclaimed the International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction, and 46/182 of 19 December 1991, in the
annex to which it called for substantive improvements in
international humanitarian emergency assistance and which led
to the establishment of the Department of Humanitarian
Affairs of the Secretariat,

Recalling also its resolution 46/149 of 18 December 1991, in
which it endorsed the convening in 1994 of a world conference
of representatives of national committees for the Decade,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council decision
1993/328 of 30 July 1993 on the World Conference on Natural
Disaster Reduction,

Recognizing the important contribution the Decade can
make to the improvement of emergency management in general
and to capacity-building for disaster preparedness and mitiga-
tion at the national level.
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Emphasizing the important role of professional and other
non-governmental organizations, particularly scientific and
technological societies, humanitarian groups and investment
institutions, in the implementation of programmes and activities
of the Decade,

Having considered the 12-point Plan of Action for the
Conference, adopted by the Special High-Level Council for the
Decade at its second session,

Having also considered the recommendations made by the
Secretary-General with the purpose of providing guidance for
the continuing implementation of the Decade and the effective
preparation and convening of the Conference,

Recognizing the close interrelationship between disaster
prevention and sustainable development, which was already
recognized at the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development and taken account of in chapter 7, section F,
of Agenda 21,7

Convinced that each country bears the primary responsibility
for protecting its people, infrastructure and other national
assets from the impact of natural disasters,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
Decade,” which contains, infer alia, the second annual report
of the Scientific and Technical Committee on the Decade,®

1. Commends those countries exposed to disasters that
have already taken initiatives to reduce their vulnerability,
encourages them to continue, in the context of their socio-
economic process, with the implementation of natural disaster
mitigation policies during the International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction, taking into account the targets for progress
in disaster reduction defined by the Scientific and Technical
Committee on the Decade,” and also encourages them to
pursue the possibilities of regional cooperation within the
framework of the Decade;

2. Encourages the members of the Special High-Level
Council for the Decade, on the basis of the advice they have
provided to the Secretary-General, to embark actively, individ-
ually and as a group, on measures to increase public awareness
of the potential for disaster reduction and raise support for the
activities of the Decade from Governments, international
financing institutions and other funding organizations, and the
business community;

3. Commends the Scientific and Technical Committee for
the work accomplished in 1992, and endorses its proposals for
the preparations for the World Conference on Natural Disaster
Reduction;

4. Calls upon Member States and all other participants in
the Decade to participate actively in the financial and technical
support of Decade activities, including those of the secretariat
of the Decade;

5. Calls upon the Department of Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat, of which the secretariat of the Decade has
become an integral part, to continue to bring closer together
the operational and promotional efforts in disaster prepared-
ness and mitigation, thus paving the way for the successful
attainment of the goals and objectives of the Decade;

6. Decides 1o convene in 1994 the World Conference on
Natural Disaster Reduction in 1994 with the following objec-
tives:

(&)  Toreview the accomplishments of the Decade at the
national, regional and international levels;

(b)  To chart a programme of action for the future;

(¢)  To exchange information on the implementation of
Decade programmes and policies;

(d)  Toincrease awareness of the importance of disaster
reduction policies:

7. Accepts with deep appreciation the generous offer of the
Government of Japan to host the World Conference, and
decides that the Conference will be held at Yokohama from 23
to 27 May 1994;

8. Decides to establish a Preparatory Committee for the
World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction, which will
meet for five days at Geneva, no later than March 1994, to
review organizational and substantive preparations for the
Conference, approve the programme of work of the Conference
and propose rules of procedure for adoption by the Confer-
ence, on the basis of recommendations submitted by the
secretariat of the Decade, after consultation with the host
country;

9. Requests the secretariat of the Decade to serve as the
secretariat of the Conference and to coordinate preparatory
activities, in close cooperation with the host Government and
the Preparatory Committee for the Conference, with the full
support of relevant departments and offices of the United
Nations Secretariat;

10. Recognizes the importance of broad and multidisciplinary
participation in the Conference, and to this end requests the
Secretary-General to invite to the Conference all States,
national committees for the Decade, and organs, organizations
and programmes of the United Nations system, as well as the
intergovernmental organizations and scientific associations
concemed, relevant non-governmental organizations and the
private sector;

11. Calls upon all Governments to take an active part in the
Conference and its preparatory process, in particular by:

(@)  Undertaking systematic assessments of national and
local hazards and risks, with the assistance of the intersectoral
national committees for the Decade;

k) Organizing multidisciplinary national and regional
conferences and technical meetings, so as to ensure that the
entire potential of each country, both at the national level and
within the context of regional cooperation, including its
scientific and technical capability, is fully utilized in disaster
reduction;

(¢) Preparing comprehensive reports on progress
achieved and plans for further action to be presented at the
Conference;

12. Calls upon all United Nations bodies and specialized
agencies to participate actively in the Conference, as well as its
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preparatory process, and commends those organizations which,
in line with the open and participatory nature of the Decade,
have assumed responsibility for the organization of technical
committees at the Conference;

13. Decides that the preparatory process and the Conference
itself should be funded through existing budgetary resources,
without negatively affecting programmed activities, and through
voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund established for the
Decade;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to appeal to all Member
States to contribute generously to the Trust Fund with a view
to financing the additional activities required in preparing for
and holding the Conference;

15. Expresses its deep appreciation to those countries that
have provided generous support for the activities of the Decade
by making voluntary contributions to its Trust Fund, making
available scientific and technical knowledge, developing and
implementing innovative disaster reduction projects and hosting
activities or meetings of importance to the Decade;

16. Also expresses its deep appreciation to those national
committees and focal points for the Decade that have partici-
pated actively in the process of attaining the goals and objec-
tives of the Decade;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General
Assembly at its forty-ninth session a report on progress made
in the implementation of the present resolution, including the
findings of the mid-term review of the implementation of the
International Framework of Action for the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, to be carried out by
the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session of

1994. 86th plenary meeting

21 December 1993

48/189. United Nations Framework Convention on

Climate Change
The General Assembly,

Recalling the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change,* negotiated under its auspices and opened for
signature at Rio de Janeiro on 4 June 1992, during the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development,

Noting with satisfaction the progress being made towards
fulfilling the requirements for entry into force stipulated in
article 23 of the Convention and the preparatory work
undertaken by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
for a Framework Convention on Climate Change in pursuance
of General Assembly resolution 47/195 of 22 December 1992,

Noting that, in accordance with article 7, paragraph 4, of the
Convention, the first session of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention shall be convened by the interim secretariat
of the Convention and shall take place not later than one year
after the date of entry into force of the Convention,

Having considered the recommendation made by the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee at its eighth session
regarding the Conference of the Parties® and the related note
by the Secretary-General,”

Taking into account the basic provisions of General Assem-
bly resolution 407243 of 18 December 1988,

1. Decides that the first session of the Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change shall be held from 28 March to 7 April 1995,
subject to the applicable provisions of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change;

2. Accepts with deep appreciation the generous offer of the
Government of Germany to host at Berlin the first session of
the Conference of the Parties;

3. Also decides to include the first session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties in the calendar of conferences and meetings
for 1994-1995.

86th plenary meeting
21 December 1993

48/190. Dissemination of the principles of the Rio

Declaration on Environment and Development
The General Assembly,

Convinced that the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development® contains fundamental principles for the achieve-
ment of sustainable development, based on a new and equitable
global partnership,

Conscious of the fact that dissemination of the principles
contained in the Declaration will contribute to increasing public
awareness of the need to take a balanced and integrated
approach to development and environment questions,

Bearing in mind its resolution 47/191 of 22 December 1992,
in particular paragraph 4(a) thereof, in which it recommended
that the Commission on Sustainable Development promote the
incorporation of the principles of the Declaration in the
implementation of Agenda 21,7 and taking note of paragraphs
32 and 42 of chapter I of the report of the Commission on
Sustainable Development on its first session,”

Recalling that the ministers and other participants at the
high-level meeting of the first session of the Commission
emphasized the need to promote broad dissemination of the
principles of the Declaration at all levels with a view to
promoting public awareness regarding sustainable development,

Recalling also chapter 36 of Agenda 21, entitled “Promoting
education, public awareness and training”,

1. Urges all Governments to promote widespread dissemi-
nation of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Develop-
ment in the public and private sectors;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Declaration is widely disseminated by the competent organs and
bodies of the United Nations system and that its principles are
incorporated in their programmes and processes, in accordance
with paragraphs 32 and 42 of chapter I of the report of the
Commission on Sustainable Development on its first session.

86th plenary meeting
21 December 1993



