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47/90. The role of cooperatives in the light of new
economic and social trends

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/58 of 8 December 1989, in
particular paragraph 4 thereof, and taking note of Eco-
nomic and Social Council resolution 1992/25 of 30 July
1992,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on the
status and role of cooperatives in the light of new economic
and social trends,*

Recognizing the importance of the policy-oriented re-
search being undertaken by the Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian A ffairs of the Secretariat concern-
ing the relevance of cooperatives to the achievement of the
social policy objectives set forth in the Guiding Principles
for Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Pro-
grammes in the Near Future,*’ in the execution of which it
acts as a focal point within the United Nations system,

Bearing in mind that 1995 will mark the centenary of the
establishment of the International Cooperative Alliance,

Taking note with satisfaction of the important recommen-
dations contained in the report of the Secretary-General®®
directed towards ensuring the best possible means of dealing
with the issue of cooperatives in the light of their broad
significance in contributing to the solution of major eco-
nomic and social problems,

Welcoming the recommendation contained in paragraph
4 (a) of the report of the Secretary-General, and bearing in
mind the substantial support shown by Governments and
by the international cooperative movement for the idea of
observing an international day of cooperatives,

Expressing its appreciation to government agencies,
national organizations representing cooperatives, the spe-
cialized agencies and other organizations, especially the
Committee for the Promotion and Advancement of
Cooperatives, for their valuable contribution,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the status and role of cooperatives in
the light of new economic and social trends;*

2. Proclaims the first Saturday of July 1995 to be In-
ternational Day of Cooperatives, marking the centenary of
the establishment of the International Cooperative Alli-
ance, and decides to consider the possibility of observing
an international day of cooperatives in future years;

3. Encourages Governments to consider fully the po-
tential of cooperatives for contributing to the solution of
economic, social and environmental problems in formulat-
ing national development strategies;

4. Encourages the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat to redouble its ef-
forts of support and coordination in order to achieve the
social policy objectives set forth in the Guiding Principles
for Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Pro-
grammes in the Near Future;

5. Invites government agencies, national organizations
representing cooperatives, the specialized agencies and
other organizations, especially the Committee for the Pro-
motion and Advancement of Cooperatives, to maintain and
increase their programmes of support to the international
cooperative movement, within existing resources;

6. Also invites, as the Economic and Social Council al-
ready did in its resolution 1668 (LII) of 1 June 1972, the

specialized agencies that have a substantial interest in co-
operatives, especially the United Nations Industrial Devel-
opment Organization, and other organizations, particularly
the World Bank and the International Fund for Agricultural
Development, as well as other relevant international or-
ganizations of cooperatives that are not yet members of the
Committee for the Promotion and Advancement of Coop-
eratives, to become members at an early date in order to
ensure its effectiveness by their contribution of appropriate
resources;

7. Requests the Secretary-General, within existing re-
sources, to maintain and increase the support provided by
the United Nations to the programmes and objectives of
the international cooperative movement, and to submit a
report to the General Assembly at its forty-ninth session
on the status and role of cooperatives in the light of new
economic and social trends, indicating in his report the pro-
gress made towards that goal.
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47/91. Crime prevention and criminal justice

The General Assembly,

Alarmed by the high costs of crime, particularly in its
new and transnational forms, and by the dangers posed to
individual and collective security and to the welfare of
countries and peoples by the rising incidence of crime,

Emphasizing the need for global efforts commensurate
with the magnitude of national and transnational crime,
and for strengthened regional and international coop-
eration to combat crime in all its forms and to improve
the effectiveness and efficiency of criminal justice
systems,

Bearing in mind the goals of the United Nations in the
field of crime prevention and criminal justice, specifically
the reduction of criminality, more efficient and effective
law enforcement and administration of justice, respect for
human rights and the promotion of the highest standards
of fairness, humanity and professional conduct,

Recognizing that many States suffer from extreme short-
ages of human and financial resources, which prevents
them from responding adequately to problems related to
crime,

Noting with appreciation the efforts made by many
States at the bilateral level to provide assistance and know-
how in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice,

Bearing in mind that effective intermational action in
crime prevention and criminal justice requires effective co-
operation and improved coordination of all related activi-
ties carried out at the bilateral and multilateral levels,

Recalling its previous resolutions in which it expressed
its concern about the increasing needs of Member States
and the capacity of the United Nations crime prevention
and criminal justice programme to meet them,

Recalling also the recommendations of the Ministerial
Meeting on the Creation of an Effective United Nations
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, held at
Versailles, France, from 21 to 23 November 1991,% which
were adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution
46/152 of 18 December 1991 on the creation of an effective
United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice pro-



