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5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

76th plenary meeting
17 December 1991

46/146. Industrial development cooperation and the
diversification and modernization of produc-
tive activities in developing countries

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 45/196 of 21 December 1990,
as well as other resolutions in the field of industrial devel-
opment cooperation,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,!® in
particular paragraphs 2 and 4 thereof,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the recommenda-
tions contained in the report of the Secretary-General;

2. Notes with interest the proposal of the Director-
General of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization' for a study on the structure of world indus-
irialization from the long-term perspective as a contribu-
tion to the overall assessment of and needs for industrial
development in developing countries, and recommends
that the Industrial Development Board should consider
the proposal at its next session and report thereon to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session;

3. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General and
the Administrative Committee on Coordination to submit
the reports referred to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of resolution
45/196 in time for consideration by the General Assembly
at its forty-seventh session;

4. Decides that the item entitled “Industrial develop-
ment cooperation and the diversification and modern-
ization of productive activities in developing countries”
should, from the forty-seventh session of the General As-
sembly, be considered on a biennial basis.

76th plenary meeting
17 December 1991

46/147. Assistance for the rehabilitation and recon-
struction of Liberia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 45/232 of 21 December 1990,

Recalling also the statement of the Security Council of
22 January 1991 on the situation in Liberia, in which the
Council, inter alia, welcomed the regional initiative of the
Economic Community of West African States and called
for international support for the efforts aimed at a peaceful
settlement of the conflict,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on emergency assistance for the economic and social reha-
bilitation of Liberia,'*

Noting that, despite the efforts made to provide assist-
ance for the Liberian refugees, the situation with regard to
the displaced persons and the returnees remains precarious,

Noting with deep concern the devastating effects of the
conflict on the Liberian economy and the urgent need to
rehabilitate basic sectors of society in order to restore nor-
malcy,

Welcoming the recent agreement reached at the fourth
meeting of the Committee of Five and other members of
the Standing Mediation Committee of the Economic Com-
munity of West African States, held at Yamoussoukro,
Céte d’Ivoire, on the immediate encampment and disarm-
ament of combatants and for the holding of democratic
elections,’

1. Expresses its gratitude to the States and intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations that have
responded and continue to respond to the appeals by the
Government of Liberia and the Secretary-General for
emergency assistance;

2. Also expresses its gratitude to the Secretary-General
for his efforts in mobilizing the international community,
the United Nations system and other organizations to pro-
vide emergency assistance to Liberia, and urges that such
assistance be continued, as necessary;

3. Calls upon the international community and inter-
governmental and non-governmental organizations to pro-
vide Liberia with technical, financial and material assist-
ance for the repatriation and resettlement of Liberian
refugees, returnees and displaced persons and for the reha-
bilitation of combatants and their families, as provided for
in the national action plans, which constitute important ele-
ments for facilitating the holding of democratic elections
in Liberia;

4. Also calls upon the international community and in-
tergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 1o
provide adequate assistance to programmes and projects
identified in the report of the Secretary-General;'?

5. Requests the Secretary-General:

(¢) To continue his efforts to coordinate the work of
the United Nations system and to mobilize financial, tech-
nical and material assistance for the rehabilitation and re-
construction of Liberia;

(b)) To undertake, in close collaboration with the
authorities of Liberia, an overall assessment of needs, with
the objective of holding as soon as possible a round-table
conference of donors for the rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion of Liberia, as a basis for the earliest resumption of the
process of development;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im-
plementation of the present resolution.

76th plenary meeting
17 December 1991

46/148. International debt crisis and development:
enhanced international cooperation towards a
durable solution to the external debt prob-

lems of developing countries

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 41/202 of 8 December 1986,
42/198 of 11 December 1987, 43/198 of 20 December
1988, 44/205 of 22 December 1989 and 45/214 of 21 De-
cember 1990,

Also reaffirming the Declaration on International
Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization
of Economic Growth and Development of the Develop-
ing Countries, contained in the annex to its resolution
S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, the International Development
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Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development Dec-
ade, contained in the annex to its resolution 45/199 of 21
December 1990, and the Programme of Action for the
Least Developed Countries for the 1990s, adopted by the
Second United Nations Conference on the Least Devel-
oped Countries,*

Taking note of Trade and Development Board resolution
396 (XXX VIII) of 4 October 1991,

Welcoming the progress made in the context of recent
developments in the evolving international debt strategy,
which includes debt and debt-service reduction as central
elements,

Also welcoming recent actions taken by the international
community to reduce or cancel the official bilateral debt
owed by least developed countries and other low-income
countries in support of the adjustment efforts made by
those countries to stabilize their economies,

Stressing the need to agree to proceed rapidly towards
the implementation of recent initiatives and measures to
reduce the volume of external debt and debt servicing and
to provide debt relief,

Noting with appreciation the continued efforts to for-
mulate and implement innovative and bold proposals
and initiatives to address the debt problems, such as
those taken under the Toronto terms, the Trinidad
terms, the Netherlands initiative, the French initiative,
the Houston terms and the Enterprise for the Americas
Initiative,

Also noting with appreciation the recommendations
contained in the report of the Personal Representative of
the Secretary-General on Debt,'®

Noting the proposals made by developing countries
and regional organizations, including the Organization
of African Unity and the Latin American Economic
System,

Reiterating the need for an early and durable solution to
the debt problems of developing countries and for fore-
stalling their proliferation,

Stressing the need, in addition to debt-relief measures
that include debt and debt-service reduction, for new finan-
cial flows to debtor developing countries,

Noting with interest the initial implementation of the
rights-accumulation approach, addressing the problem of
arrears with regard to multilateral debt,

Welcoming the increased cooperation among the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the World Bank and other multi-
lateral financial institutions, and recognizing the need to
avoid cross-conditionality,

Emphasizing the importance for debtor developing
countries to continue to pursue and intensify their efforts
in their stabilization and structural adjustment pro-
grammes,

Expressing its concern that in many developing coun-
tries the burden of debt and debt service constitutes one of
the major obstacles to the acceleration of growth and de-
velopment and the eradication of poverty despite the often
strenuous  stabilization and structural adjustment pro-
grammes of those countries,

1. Urges Member States and multilateral financial in-
stitutions, within their prerogatives, to work towards an
early growth-oriented and development-oriented solution
to the external debt problems, and, in this connection,

urges them to intensify their efforts for the full implemen-
tation of General Assembly resolution 45/214;

2. Notes with interest the measures already taken by
the international community, and agrees that there is a
need for continuing efforts, through the evolving intemna-
tional debt strategy, in both the short and long term, to
achieve an early and durable solution to the external debt
problems;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his continuing efforts to promote understanding and to
improve the relationship among debtor and creditor coun-
tries and multilateral financial institutions with a view to
contributing towards a durable solution to the external debt
problems of developing countries;

4. Emphasizes the importance for debtor developing
countries to continue to pursue and intensify their efforts,
in their stabilization and structural adjustment pro-
grammes, to raise savings and investment, reduce inflation
and improve efficiency, taking into account their individ-
ual characteristics and the vulnerability of the poorer strata
of their populations;

5. Recognizes the need of the debtor developing coun-
tries for a supportive international economic environment
as regards, inter alia, terms of trade, commodity prices, im-
proved market access and trade practices, and, in this con-
nection, stresses the urgent need for a balanced and suc-
cessful outcome of the Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations, which would result in the liberalization
and expansion of world trade to the benefit of all countries,
in particular the developing countries;

6. Stresses the need, in addition to debt-relief measures
that include debt and debt-service reduction, for new finan-
cial flows to debtor developing countries, and urges the
creditor countries and the multilateral financial institu-
tions to continue to extend concessional financial assist-
ance, as appropriate, in order to support the implementa-
tion by the developing countries of their stabilization
and structural adjustment programmes so as to enable
them to extricate themselves from the debt overhang and
to assist them in achieving economic growth and develop-
ment;

7. Urges creditor countries, private banks and, within
their prerogatives, multilateral financial institutions to con-
sider the extension of appropriate new financial support to
developing countries, in particular the low-income coun-
tries with substantial debt burdens that continue at great
cost to service the debt and meet their international obli-
gations;

8. Stresses the urgent need for additional debt-relief
measures, including further cancellation or reduction of
debt and debt service related to official development
assistance, as well as other official bilateral debt and debt
service, in particular that of low-income countries, and
welcomes, in this regard, the call made at the Economic
Summit Conference, held in London from 15 to 17 July
1991, by the seven major industrialized nations for
additional debt-relief measures in favour of the poorest,
most indebted countries that go well beyond the Toronto
terms;

9. Also stresses the need for more urgent action
with regard to the commercial debt owed by developing
countries through increased efforts and improved access
to and expanded use of existing facilities and arrange-
ments, and encourages the continued consideration and,
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where appropriate, wider application of innovative meas-
ures, such as debt-for-equity swaps, debt swaps for the
protection of nature and debt-for-development swaps, as
contributions towards addressing the external debt
problems of all indebted developing countries con-
cerned;

10. Notes the substantial debt relief and debt reduction
agreed to by the Paris Club in favour of two middle-income
countries;

11. Further stresses the need for the continued exami-
nation, in the relevant forum, of appropriate debt-relief
measures in favour of indebted low-income and lower-
middle-income countries;

12. Urges the multilateral financial institutions to con-
tinue to provide support for debt and debt-service reduc-
tion packages with the necessary flexibility under their es-
tablished guidelines, and also urges that eamnest attention
be given to continuing to work towards a growth-oriented
solution to the problems of developing countries that are
having serious debt-servicing difficulties, including those
countries whose debt is mainly to official creditors or to
multilateral financial institutions;

13. Recognizes the urgent need to continue to pro-
vide a social safety net to vulnerable groups most adversely
affected by the implementation of economic reform pro-
grammes in the debtor countries, in particular low-income
groups, in order to ensure social and political stability;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im-
plementation of the present resolution.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1991

46/149. International Decade for Natural Disaster

Reduction

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 42/169 of 11 December 1987,
43/202 of 20 December 1988, 44/236 of 22 December
1989, in which it proclaimed the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction, and 45/185 of 21 December
1990,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1991/58 of 26 July 1991,

Reaffirming the need for the international community to
demonstrate the strong political determination required to
mobilize and use existing scientific and technical know-
ledge to mitigate natural disasters, bearing in mind, in par-
ticular, the needs of developing countries,

Welcoming the positive steps taken by approximately
one hundred Governments in establishing national com-
mittees or focal points to stimulate and coordinate disaster
mitigation activities for the purpose of attaining the objec-
tive and goals set for the Decade,

Reconfirming the important responsibility of the United
Nations system as a whole for promoting international
cooperation in order to mitigate natural disasters,
provide assistance and coordinate relief, preparedness and
prevention,

Welcoming the establishment of the Special High-Level
Council, which completes the organizational arrange-
ments for the Decade called for in General Assembly

resolution 44/236, and the inaugural session of the
Council, held in New York on 9 and 10 October 1991, on
the occasion of the International Day for Natural Disaster
Reduction,

Expressing its appreciation to those countries that have
provided generous support to the activities of the Decade
through voluntary contributions, including staff second-
ments, the development and implementation of disaster re-
duction projects and the hosting of activities or meetings
related to the Decade,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
Decade, the addendum to which contains the New York
Declaration of the Special High-Level Council and the first
annual report of the Scientific and Technical Committee
on the Decade,'*

1. Endorses the New York Declaration of the Special
High-Level Council and encourages the members of the
Council to embark actively on the implementation of their
tasks, with particular attention to increasing public aware-
ness of the potential for disaster reduction and raising
support for the activities of the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction from Governments, funding
organizations and the business community;

2. Also endorses the recommendations contained in the
first annual report of the Scientific and Technical Commit-
tee on the Decade,?® while recognizing that implementation
by disaster-vulnerable countries of the targets set by the
Committee would constitute significant progress in reduc-
ing the impact of disasters during the Decade;

3. Further endorses the proposal of the Scientific and
Technical Committee concerning the convening in 1994 of
a world conference of representatives of national commit-
tees for the Decade,” which would bring together partici-
pants from a broad range of sectors of activity, including
the scientific and technological sector, the business sector
and the industrial sector, as well as non-governmental
groups, and which would serve as a substantive contribu-
tion to the mid-term review of the implementation of the
International Framework of Action for the Decade called
for in resolution 44/236;

4. Commends the initiatives already taken by countries
exposed to disasters to reduce their vulnerability, and en-
courages them to continue with the adoption of national
disaster mitigation policies and their implementation dur-
ing the Decade in the context of their socio-economic de-
velopment, taking into account the targets proposed by the
Scientific and Technical Committee as a measure of pro-
gress in disaster reduction;

5. Stresses the benefits of regional meetings with
heads of national committees, such as that organized at
Guatemala City from 9 to 13 September 1991 by the Pan
American Health Organization, the World Health Organi-
zation Regional Office for the Americas, the Organization
of American States and the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Coordinator;

6. Invites Governments to accelerate communication
and cooperation globally and at the regional level in order
to share valuable experience and to transfer scientific and
technical knowledge for disaster mitigation;

7. Reiterates its appeals to the international commu-
nity, in particular to donor countries, for adequate funding,
including contributions to the Trust Fund, for carrying out
the activities oi the Decade;



