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B. Projects and activities to be undertaken by the Department of Public
Information of the United Nations Secretariat, in cooperation with
the Coordinator for the Year and in consuliation with indigenous peo-
ples’ organizations

1. Production in all languages and dissemination of a poster highlight-
ing the global diversity of indigenous people, and of a public service an-
nouncement using the same design as the poster for placement in
international magazines, as space is donated;

2. Publication of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights® in local
languages;

3. Production and wide distribution of special programmes in the radio
series of the Department of Public Information, aimed at general and non-
indigenous audiences;

4. Production in all six official languages of an illustrated brochure on
the Year, intended for use by United Nations information centres, noa-
govemmental organizations, schools, the media and the general public.

C. Activities of the United Nations system

1. Increasing the coordination, cooperation and technical assistance by
United Nations agencies and bodies for the solution of problems faced by
indigenous communities in areas such as human rights, the environment,
development, education and health. In this connection, it is recommended
that United Nations operational agencies explore possible new areas of
cooperation, in particular technical and financial assistance;

2. Funding of concrete projects for indigenous communities, reflecting
the wishes of indigenous people, that can have a direct benefit 1o the com-
munities;

3. Increasing publicity, especially to indigenous communities, on the
work of the United Nations in areas related to the objectives of the Year:

4. Increasing awareness of the existence of relevant international legal
instruments related to the objectives of the Year, and promoting their wide-
spread ratification and implementation;

5. Establishing networks of indigenous peoples’ organizations and
communities for the sharing of information and experience in particular
fields, such as health care, bilingual education, resource and environmental
management;

6. Contracting of indigenous peoples’ organizations and secondment
of indigenous persons with relevant expertise to carry out projects for the
benefit of indigenous communities throughout the world;

7. Examining the possibility of holding the next two sessions of the
Working Group on Indigenous Populations in the westemn hemisphere and
in the Asia/Pacific region;

8. Promoting an international trade fair of products made by indige-
nous people;

9. Providing technical assistance to Governments wishing to make pro-
visions in their legislation for the protection and promotion of the human
rights of indigenous people, in particular on questions of land, environ-
mental protection and strengthening of cultural identity, as well as techni-
cal and financial assistance for the implementation of such legislation.

Il. ACTIVITIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

1. Member States are invited, in conformity with their right to deter-
mine freely their own development objectives in the light of their particular
situations, to consider adopting the following measures lo ensure the suc-
cess of the Year:

(a) Designating a contact person for the Year in the appropriate min-
istry and establishing national committees composed of governmental, in-
digenous and non-governmental representatives to prepare a national
programme of activitics;

(b) Raising public awareness through information and education
projects. These might include the publication of books, posters and leaf-
lets by and/or on indigenous people; an educational book about the val-
ues, history and aspirations of indigenous people; special programmes on
national radio and television; grants and awards for research about indige-
nous people by indigenous scholars; meetings and conferences;

(¢) Promoting initiatives by indigenous people in such areas as radio
and television and model projects on education, health, employment, hous-
ing and the environment;

(d) Presenting information, prepared in partnership with indigenous
people, about the situation prevailing in the country and the activities in-
itiated during the Year;

(e) Encouraging panticipation of indigenous people in the preparation

and implementation of all activitics undertaken in connection with the
Year;

2. Indigenous peoples’ organizations and indigenous communitics
could be encouraged 1o preparc their own programmes of activitics and to
take such measures as:

(a) FEstablishing contact points and committees for the Year, with a
view to facilitating participation in the organization and implementation
of activities at the national level;

(b) Preparing programmes of information activities, including publi-
cations, exhibitions, educational material, meetings, cultural events and
training courses. Support for such activities should be sought from inter-
national organizations, Govermnents and non-governmental organizations;

(¢) Planning demonstration projects in development, the environment,
health, education or other areas. Support for such activities should be sought
from international organizations, Governments and non-governmental
organizations.

46/129. Strengthening of United Nations action in the
human rights ficld through the promotion of
international cooperation and the importance
of non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large and small,
and its determination to promote social progress and better
standards of living in greater freedom,

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United
Nations is to develop friendly relations among nations
based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples and to take other appropriate
measures to strengthen universal peace,

Bearing in mind equally that one of the purposes of the
United Nations is to achieve international cooperation in
solving international problems of an economic, social, cul-
tural or humanitarian character and in promoting and en-
couraging respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language
or religion,

Recalling that, in accordance with Article 55 of the
Charter of the United Nations, the Organization shall pro-
mote universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all, with a view to the
creation of conditions of stability and well-being that are
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among na-
tions based on respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples, and that, in accordance with
Article 56, all Members pledge themselves to take joint
and separate action in cooperation with the Organization
for the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55,

Reiterating that Member States should continue to act in
the human rights field in conformity with the provisions of
the Charter,

Desirous of achieving further progress in international
cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Considering that such international cooperation should
be based on the principles embodied in international law,
especially the Charter, as well as the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,® the International Covenants on Human
Rights?* and other relevant instruments,

Deeply convinced that United Nations action in this field
should be based not only on a profound understanding of
the broad range of problems existing in all societies but
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also on full respect for the political, economic and social
realities of each of them, in strict compliance with the pur-
poses and principles of the Charter and for the basic pur-
pose of promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms through international co-
operation,

Reaffirming its resolution 45/163 of 18 December 1990,

Recalling its resolutions 32/130 of 16 December 1977,
37/200 of 18 December 1982, 41/155 of 4 December 1986
and 43/155 of 8 December 1988,

Bearing in mind its resolutions 2131 (XX) of 21 Decem-
ber 1965, 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 and 36/103 of
9 December 1981,

Bearing in mind also Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1991/79 of 6 March 199138

Taking note of the recommendation made by the Com-
mission on Human Rights in the annex to its resolution
1991/30 of 5 March 1991, that the Preparatory Commit-
tee for the World Conference on Human Rights, being
guided by a spirit of consensus, should make suggestions
aimed at ensuring the universality, objectivity and non-
selectivity of the consideration of human rights issues in
United Nations human rights forums,

Aware of the fact that the promotion, protection and full
exercise of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as
legitimate concerns of the world community should be
guided by the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality
and objectivity and should not be used for political ends,

Underlining the obligation that Governments have to
promote and protect human rights and to carry out the re-
sponsibilities that they have undertaken under international
law, especially the Charter, as well as various international
instruments in the field of human rights,

1. Reiterates that, by virtue of the principle of equal
rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right
freely to determine, without external interference, their
political status and to pursue their economic, social and
cultural development, and that every State has the duty to
respect that right within the provisions of the Charter, in-
cluding respect for territorial integrity;

2. Reaffirms that it is a purpose of the United Nations
and the task of all Member States in cooperation with the
Organization to promote and encourage respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms and to remain vigilant
with regard to violations of human rights wherever they
occur;

3. Calls upon all Member States to base their activities
for the protection and promotion of human rights, includ-
ing the development of further international cooperation
in this field, on the Charter, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,* the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights?® and other relevant in-
ternational instruments and to refrain from activities that
are inconsistent with this international legal framework;

4. Considers that international cooperation in this field
should make an effective and practical contribution to the
urgent task of preventing mass and flagrant violations of
human rights, to the promotion of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for all and to the strengthening of inter-
national peace and security;

5. Affirms that the promotion, protection and full reali-

zation of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, as
legitimate concerns of the world community, should be
guided by the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality
and objectivity and should not be used for political ends;

6. Expresses its conviction that an unbiased and fair
approach to human rights issues contributes to the promo-
tion of international cooperation as well as to the effective
promotion, protection and realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

7. Underlines, in this context, the continuing need for
impartial and objective information on the political, eco-
nomic and social situations and events of all countries;

8. Invites Member States to consider adopting, as ap-
propriate, within the framework of their respective legal
systems and in accordance with their obligations under in-
ternational law, especially the Charter, as well as interna-
tional human rights instruments, the measures that they
may deem appropriate to achieve further progress in inter-
national cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect
for human nights and fundamental freedoms;

9. Requests the Commission on Human Rights, at its
forty-eighth session, to continue to examine ways and
means to strengthen United Nations action in this regard,
on the basis of the present resolution and of Commission
resolution 1991/79;

10. Reguests the Secretary-General to invite Govern-
ments, in responding to the request in paragraph 8 of Com-
mission on Human Rights resolution 1991/79, to comment
also on the present resolution and on ways and means to
strengthen United Nations action in this regard, in time for
the transmission of their comments to the Preparatory
Committee for the World Conference on Human Rights
and the regional conferences for their consideration:

I'l.  Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Pre-
paratory Committee for the World Conference on Human
Rights with the United Nations documentation relevant to
the present resolution.

75th plenary meeting
17 December 1991

46/130. Respect for the principles of national sover-
eignty and non-interference in the internal af-
fairs of States in their electoral processes

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the purposes of the United Nations to de-
velop friendly relations among nations based on respect for
the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peo-
ples and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen
universal peace,

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Also recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October
1970, by which it approved the Declaration on Principles
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,

Further recalling the principle enshrined in Article 2,
paragraph 7, of the Charter of the United Nations, which
establishes that nothing contained in the Charter shall
authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters which



