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Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for
the Benefit of Mankind for the promotion of the realization
of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

2. Calls upon all Member States to ensure that the
achievements of scientific and technological progress and
the intellectual potential of mankind are used for promot-
ing and encouraging universal respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

3. Also calls upon Member States to take the necessary
measures to ensure that the results of science and technol-
ogy are used only for the benefit of the human being and
do not lead to the disturbance of the ecological environ-
ment;

4. Emphasizes that scientific knowledge and technol-
ogy in health, education, housing and other social spheres
should be readily available to the population as the heritage
of humanity;

5. Requests the specialized agencies and other United
Nations bodies to take into consideration the relevant pro-
visions of the international instruments listed above in their
programmes and activities;

6. Decides to consider the question of human rights
and scientific and technological progress at its forty-eighth
session under the item entitled “Human rights questions”.
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46/127. Human rights and mass exoduses

The General Assembly,

Mindful of its general humanitarian mandate under the
Charter of the United Nations to promote and encourage
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Deeply disturbed by the increasing scale and magnitude
of exoduses of refugees and displacements of population
in many regions of the world and by the suffering of mil-
lions of refugees and displaced persons,

Conscious of the fact that human rights violations are
one of the multiple and complex factors causing mass exo-
duses of refugees and displaced persons, as indicated in the
study of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Hu-
man Rights on this subject'® and also in the report of the
Group of Governmental Experts on International Coopera-
tion to Avert New Flows of Refugees,'!

Aware of the recommendations concerning mass exo-
duses made by the Commission on Human Rights to its
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro-
tection of Minorities and to special rapporteurs to be taken
into account when studying violations of human rights in
any part of the world,

Deeply preoccupied by the increasingly heavy burden
being imposed, particularly upon developing countries
with limited resources of their own and upon the interna-
tional community as a whole, by these sudden mass exo-
duses and displacements of population,

Stressing the need for international cooperation aimed at
averting new massive flows of refugees while providing
durable solutions to actual refugee situations,

Reaffirming its resolution 41/70 of 3 December 1986, in
which it endorsed the conclusions and recommendations
contained in the report of the Group of Governmental Ex-

perts on International Cooperation to Avert New Flows of
Refugees,

Bearing in mind its resolution 45/153 of 18 December
1990 and Commission on Human Rights resolution
1991/73 of 6 March 1991,% as well as all previous relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Commission
on Human Rights,

Welcoming the steps taken so far by the United Nations
to examine the problem of massive outflows of refugees
and displaced persons in all its aspects, including its root
causes,

Noting that the Executive Committee of the Programme
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
has specifically acknowledged the direct relationship be-
tween observance of human rights standards, refugee
movements and problems of protection,

1. Reaffirms its support for the recommendation of the
Group of Governmental Experts on International Coopera-
tion to Avert New Flows of Refugees that the principal or-
gans of the United Nations should make fuller use of their
respective competencies under the Charter of the United
Nations for the prevention of new massive flows of refu-
gees and displaced persons;

2. Aguin invites all Governments and intergovernmen-
tal and humanitarian organizations concerned to intensify
their cooperation with and assistance to world-wide efforts
to address the serious problems resulting from mass exo-
duses of refugees and displaced persons, and also the
causes of such exoduses;

3. Requests all Governments to ensure the effective
implementation of the relevant intemational instruments,
in particular in the field of human rights, as this would con-
tribute to averting new massive flows of refugees and dis-
placed persons;

4. Invites the Commission on Human Rights to keep
the question of human rights and mass exoduses under
review with a view to supporting the early-waming ar-
rangement instituted by the Secretary-General to avert new
massive flows of refugees and displaced persons;

5. Notes with appreciation the emphasis placed by
the Secretary-General in his annual report on the work of
the Organization,' on the need to develop the capacity of
the United Nations for early warning and preventive diplo-
macy to help deter humanitarian crises;

6. Reiterates, in this regard, its previous resolutions on
the question of human rights and mass exoduses and re-
quests the Secretary-General, in the further development
of the capacity of the Secretariat for early warning and pre-
ventive diplomacy, to pay particular attention to interna-
tional cooperation to avert new flows of refugees;

7. Notes in this connection that mass movements of
populations are caused by multiple and’ complex factors,
either man-made or natural, ranging from wars and armed
conflicts, invasions and aggressions, violations of human
rights, forcible expulsions, economic and social factors,
natural disasters, to degradation in the environment, which
indicates that early warning requires an intersectoral and
multidisciplinary approach;,

8. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
human rights and mass exoduses,!$3 and reiterates its re-
quest that future reports include information concerning
the modalities and operations of early-warning activities to
avert new and massive flows of refugees;
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9. Specially encourages the Secretary-General to con-
tinue to discharge the task described in the report of the
Group of Governmental Experts on International Coopera-
tion to Avert New Flows of Refugees, including the con-
tinuous monitoring of all potential outflows, and to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit
contained in its report entitled “The coordination of activi-
ties related to early warning of possible refugee flows™;'

10. Regquests the Secretary-General to intensify his ef-
forts to develop the role of the Office for Research and the
Collection of Information of the Secretariat as a focal point
for the operation of an effective early-warning system and
the strengthening of coordination of information-gathering
and analysis among United Nations agencies with a view
to preventing new massive flows of refugees and displaced
persons;

11. Reiterates the importance of the early-warning
function of the Office for Research and the Collection of
Information;

12. Urges the Secretary-General to allocate the neces-
sary resources to consolidate and strengthen the system for
undertaking early-warning activities in the humanitarian
area by, inter alia, the computerization of the Office for
Research and the Collection of Information and strength-
ened coordination among the relevant parts of the United
Nations system, especially the Office for Research and the
Collection of Information, the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, the Centre for Human
Rights of the Secretariat and the relevant specialized
agencies;

13. Welcomes the information in the report of the
Secretary-General that a temporary post is expected to be-
come available in the biennium 1992-1993 in order that a
computer specialist can be recruited to further the devel-
opment of the data system of the Office for Research and
the Collection of Information;

14, Requests the Secretary-General to make the neces-
sary information available to the competent United Nations
organs, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Joint
Inspection Unit on coordination;

15. Invites bodies of the United Nations system to con-
sider the most expedient ways and means of following up
the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit on co-
ordination;

16. Welcomes the initiation of close contacts between
the Office for Research and the Collection of Information
and a large number of United Nations agencies and offices
in pursuit of a system-wide network for early warning of
potential mass exoduses;

17. Welcomes also the establishment by the Adminis-
trative Commiittee on Coordination of the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Early Warning regarding New Flows of Refu-
gees and Displaced Persons with a mandate to develop an
effective early-warning system related to possible flows of
refugees and displaced persons, including practical meas-
ures of cooperation and procedures for gathering, analys-
ing and disseminating information in a timely manner to
all concerned, and to make recommendations on the need
for an inter-agency consultative mechanism;

18. Urges the Ad Hoc Working Group to carry out its
mandate and submit to the Administrative Committee on
Coordination in 1992 its report on the early-warning
mechanism to be established;

19. Emphasizes the significance of this task of the Ad
Hoc Working Group in view of the continuing situation
with regard to mass exoduses;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the
strengthened role that he is playing in undertaking early-
warning activities, especially in the humanitarian area, as
well as on any further developments relating to the recom-
mendations contained in the report of the Group of Gov-
ernmental Experts on International Cooperation to Avert
New Flows of Refugees;

21. Invites the Secretary-General to keep the General
Assembly informed of the efforts to follow up recommen-
dations of the Joint Inspection Unit;

22.  Also invites the Secretary-General to include in his
report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session
detailed information on the programmatic, institutional,
administrative, financial, and managerial efforts instituted
to enhance the capacity of the United Nations to avert new
flows of refugees and to tackle the root causes of such out-
flows;

23. Decides to continue consideration of the question
of human rights and mass exoduses at its forty-seventh
session.

75th plenary meeting
17 December 1991

46/128. International Year for the World’s Indige-

nous Pecople

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United
Nations set forth in the Charter is the achievement of in-
ternational cooperation in solving international problems
of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character,
and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights
and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as
to race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming its resolution 45/164 of 18 December 1990,
proclaiming 1993 as the International Year for the World’s
Indigenous People, with a view to strengthening interna-
tional cooperation for the solution of problems faced by
indigenous communities in areas such as human rights, the
environment, development, education and health,

Taking into account the guidelines for international
years and anniversaries adopted by the General Assembly
in its decision 35/424 of 5 December 1980,

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tion 1991/57 of 6 March 199138

Noting with satisfaction the initiatives taken by the Ex-
ecutive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund in its
decision 1991/7 of 3 May 1991'¢* and the Governing Coun-
cil of the United Nations Development Programme in its
decision 91/12 of 25 June 1991% in response to Commis-
sion on Human Rights resolution 1991/57,

Noting the entry into force on 5 September 1991 of
the Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
in Independent Countries (No. 169) of the International
Labour Organisation,

Welcoming decision 3/7 of 4 September 1991 of the Pre-
paratory Committee for the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development regarding the opportunity



