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and better standards of living, established in the Char-
ter of the United Nations, and of the obstacles to fur-
ther progress,

Believing that there is a need for greater efforts by the
United Nations system to study and disseminate data
on the existing world social situation, particularly in re-
gard to the developing countries,

Taking note of the deliberations on the question of
the world social situation by the Economic and Social
Council at its first regular session of 1990,

Having considered the supplement' to the 1989 Re-
port on the World Social Situation,

1. Notes with satisfaction that the supplement to the
1989 Report on the World Social Situation takes into ac-
count the concerns and guidelines specified in General
Assembly resolution 44/56 and Economic and Social
Council resolution 1989/72;

2. Recalls the 1989 Report on the World Social Situ-
ation, in particular the information on the critical situ-
ation in Africa contained in the annex to the report;

3. Notes with satisfaction the increasing awareness
of the importance of formulating policy measures at all
levels based on the interrelationships between eco-
nomic growth, human development and social progress
in the achievement of overall development;

4. Notes with deep concern the continuing deteriora-
tion of the economic and social situation in many de-
veloping countries, in particular in the least developed
countries, whose numbers have increased over the
years;

5. Notes also with deep concern the substantial weak-
ening of the overall position of the developing countries
in international trade and finance, which has been
made worse by a long-term downward trend in com-
modity prices, a serious deterioration in the terms of
trade, the net transfer of resources from developing
countries, protectionism and the serious debt burden,
combined with high real interest rates;

6. Reaffirms the commitments and policies for inter-
national development co-operation as set out in the
Declaration on International Economic Co-operation,
in particular the Revitalization of Economic Growth
and Development of the Developing Countries,”
adopted by the General Assembly at its eighteenth spe-
cial session; :

7. Reaffirms also the principles and objectives of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Development 2 and
calls for their effective realization as a means of attain-
ing a more equitable world social situation;

8. Calls upon all Member States to promote eco-
nomic development and social progress by the formu-
lation and implementation of an interrelated set of pol-
icy measures to achieve the goals and objectives
established within the framework of national plans and
priorities for employment, education, health, nutrition,
housing facilities, crime prevention, the well-being of
children, equal opportunities for the disabled and the
aging, full participation of youth in the development
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process and full integration and participation of women
in development;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue mon-
itoring the world social situation in depth on a regular
basis and, in accordance with paragraph 10 of resolu-
tion 44/56, to submit an interim report to the General
Assembly at its forty-sixth session, through the Com-
mission of Social Development and the Economic and
Social Council, and a full report in 1993;

10. Endorses the request of the Economic and So-
cial Council, in paragraph 2 of its resolution 1990/28,
that the Secretary-General take into account, in prepar-
ing the interim report, paragraph 4 of Council resolu-
tion 1989/72;

11. Also endorses the request made in paragraph 3
of Council resolution 1989/72 regarding the submission
of a report by the Secretary-General to the General As-
sembly at its forty-sixth session, through the Economic
and Social Council, on the work being done within the
United Nations system to improve and further develop
quantitative and qualitative indicators that measure ac-
curately the social condition and the standard of living
of the world’s population, particularly in developing
countries;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to make the
necessary arrangements to ensure the wider dissemina-
tion of reports on the world social situation;

13. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of
the United Nations system to co-operate fully with the
Secretary-General in the preparation of future reports
by making available all relevant information pertaining
to their respective areas of competence and, in this con-
nection, requests the Secretary-General to convene an
inter-agency mecting before the preparation of the re-
port;

14. Decides to include the item entitled “World so-
cial situation” in the provisional agenda of its forty-sixth
session for the purpose of considering, inter alia, the in-
terim report and the report mentioned in paragraph 11
above, and in the provisional agenda of its forty-eighth
session for the purpose of considering the next full re-
port in 1993,

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/88. Report of the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions concerning the re-
ports of the Committec on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination and its resolutions on the status of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination,?! as well as its other
relevant resolutions on the implementation of the Pro-
gramme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination,?

Reiterating the importance of the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination, which is the most widely accepted human
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rights instrument adopted under the auspices of the
United Nations,

Aware of the importance of the contributions of the
Committee to the efforts of the United Nations to com-
bat racism and all other forms of discrimination based
on race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin,

Reiterating once again the need to intensify the strug-
gle for the elimination of racism and racial discrimina-
tion throughout the world, especially the elimination of
the system of apartheid in South Africa,

Emphasizing the obligation of all States parties to the
Convention to take legislative, judicial and other mea-
sures in order to secure full implementation of the pro-
visions of the Convention,

Recalling the urgent appeals made by the Secretary-
General, the General Assembly, the meetings of States
parties to the Convention and the Committee itseif to
the States parties to honour their financial obligations
under the Convention,

Gravely concerned that, despite those appeals and
other efforts, the meeting schedule of the Committee
has been interrupted and the proper functioning of the
Committee continues to be affected,

Expressing its appreciation for the efforts made by the
members of the Committee to explore ways and means
to overcome the Committee’s current financial crisis,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral on the question of financing the expenses of the
members of the Committee,?

1. Expresses its profound concern at the fact that a
number of States parties to the International Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrim-
ination have still not fulfilled their financial obligations,
which led to the cancellation of the spring 1990 session
of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Dis-
crimination;

2. Expresses once again its concern that such a situ-
ation led to a further delay in the discharge of the sub-
stantive obligations of the Committee under the Con-
vention;

3. Commends the Committee for its work with re-
gard to the implementation of the Convention and the
Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Com-
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination;

4. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Committee on the work of its thirty-eighth session;*

5. Calls upon States parties to fulfil their obligations
under article 9, paragraph 1, of the Convention and to
submit in due time their periodic reports on measures
taken to implement the Convention;

6. Strongly appeals to all States parties, especially
those in arrears, to fulfil their financial obligations
under article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention and to
pay their outstanding contributions and, if possible,
their contributions for 1991 before 1 February 1991, so
as to enable the Committee to meet regularly;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to seek to obtain,
at the earliest opportunity, the concurrence of the
States parties to the Convention to the establishment
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of a “contingency reserve fund”, as envisaged in Com-
mission on Human Rights resolution 1990725 of 27 Feb-
ruary 1990;>

8. Invites the Secretary-General to explore other
possibilities of establishing a more securc basis for fu-
ture financing of all the costs of the Committee;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to invite those
States parties which are in arrears to pay the amounts
in arrears, and to report thereon to the General Assem-
bly at its forty-sixth session;

10. Decides to consider at its forty-sixth session,
under the item entitled “Elimination of all forms of ra-
cial discrimination”, the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral on the financial situation of the Committee and the
next report of the Committee.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/89. Status of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its relevant resolutions adopted since 1973,
the most recent of which is resolution 43/95 of 8 De-
cember 1988,

Expressing its satisfaction at the entry into force, on 3
December 1982, of the competence of the Committee
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to receive
and consider communications from individuals or
groups of individuals under article 14 of the Interna-
tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination,?

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the status of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;?

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the number of States
that have ratified the Convention or acceded thereto;

3. Reaffirms once again its conviction that ratifica-
tion of or accession to the Convention on a universal
basis and implementation of its provisions are necessary
for the realization of the objectives of the Second De-
cade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination;

4. Requests those States which have not yet become
parties to the Convention to ratify it or accede thereto;

5. Calls upon the States parties to the Convention
to consider the possibility of making the declaration
provided for in article 14 of the Convention;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report
concerning the status of the Convention, in accordance
with Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX) of 21 December
1965.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990
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