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an international development strategy for the fourth
United Nations development decade,

Taking note of the deliberations on the question of the
world social situation by the Commission for Social De-
velopment at its thirty-first session3! and by the Economic
and Social Council at its first regular session of 1989,32

Having considered the 1989 Report on the World Social
Situation,

Concerned about certain shortcomings in the 1989 Re-
port on the World Social Situation,

1. Takes note of the 1989 Report on the World Social
Situation, including the information on the critical social
situation in Africa provided in the annex thereto;

2. Urges the timely issue of future reports on the world
social situation in order to enable the Commission for So-
cial Development to consider them;

3. Notes with deep concern the continuing deteriora-
tion of the economic and social situation in the developing
countries, in particular in the least developed countries, as
well as in the low-income countries;

4. Notes also with deep concern that the situation faced
by the developing countries has been worsened by sharp
fluctuations in exchange rates, high real rates of interest,
fluctuations in commodity prices, a serious deterioration
in the terms of trade of developing countries, increased
protectionist pressures, the net transfer of resources from
developing countries, crushing debt burdens, the restric-
tive adjustment process demanded by financial and devel-
opment institutions, the decline in official development as-
sistance in real terms and the severe inadequacy of
resources experienced by multilateral development and fi-
nancial institutions;

5. Notes further with deep concern the critical social
situation in Africa resulting from structural imbalances
and weaknesses of the African economy and a hostile in-
ternational economic environment, in spite of the efforts of
the Governments of African countries to undertake mea-
sures, with the support of the international community, to
stabilize and adjust their economies;

6. Reaffirms the principles and objectives of the Decla-
ration on Social Progress and Development28 and calls for
their effective realization as a means of attaining a more
equitable world social situation;

7. Calls upon all Member States to promote economic
development and social progress by the formulation and
implementation of an interrelated set of policy measures
to achieve the goals and objectives established within the
framework of national plans and priorities for employ-
ment, education, health, nutrition, housing facilities,
crime prevention, the well-being of children, equal oppor-
tunities for the disabled and the aging, full participation of
youth in the development process and full integration and
participation of women in development;

8. Calls upon the relevant organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system to mobilize the neces-
sary resources to undertake measures aimed at improving
social conditions world wide;

9. Endorses the request made by the Economic and So-
cial Council in paragraph 2 of its resolution 1989/72 that
the Secretary-General should submit an expanded version
of the 1989 Report on the World Social Situation to the
Council at its first regular session of 1990, as well as the

31 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Suf)flemenl No. 7 (E/1989/25), chap. I1.
See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 3 (A/44/3/Rev. 1), chap V, sect. C

other requests made of him in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the
same resolution;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to continue moni-
toring the world social situation in depth on a regular basis
and to submit the next full report on the world social
situation, through the Economic and Social Council, to
the General Assembly in 1993, for consideration at its
forty-eighth session, and also requests the Secretary-
General to submit an interim report to the Assembly in
1991, through the Commission for Social Development
and the Economic and Social Council;

11.  Also requests the Secretary-General to make the
necessary arrangements for the wider dissemination of the
reports on the world social situation;

12.  Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system to co-operate fully with the Secre-
tary-General in the preparation of future reports by mak-
ing available all relevant information pertaining to their
respective areas of competence;

13.  Decides to include the item entitled ““World social
situation™ in the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth ses-
sion for the purpose of considering the expanded version
of the 1989 Report on the World Social Situation, in that of
its forty-sixth session for the purpose of considering the in-
terim report, and in that of its forty-eighth session for the
purpose of considering the next full report in 1993.

78th plenary meeting
8 December 1989

44/57. Twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on So-

cial Progress and Development

The General Assembl 'y,

Recalling its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December
1969, by which it solemnly proclaimed the Declaration on
Social Progress and Development, and resolutions
2543 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 32/117 of 16 Decem-
ber 1977, 34/59 of 29 November 1979 and 41/142 of
4 December 1986 on the implementation of the Declara-
tion,

Reaffirming, on the occasion of the twentieth anniver-
sary of its proclamation, the importance of the Declara-
tion as a source of inspiration for national and interna-
tional efforts for the promotion of social progress and
development,

Recalling its resolutions 40/98 of 13 December 1985 on
the improvement of the role of the United Nations in the
field of social development, 42/49 of 30 November 1987
on the achievement of social justice, and 43/113 of
8 December 1988 on the indivisibility and interdepen-
dence of economic, social, cultural, civil and political
rights,

Recalling also that in its resolution 42/48 of 30 Novem-
ber 1987 it decided to observe in 1989 the twentieth anni-
versary of the Declaration,

Desirous of achieving effective application of the provi-
sions of the Declaration,

Noting the continuing validity and importance of the
principles and objectives proclaimed in the Declaration,

1. Invites all Governments to take into consideration
the provisions of the Declaration on Social Progress and
Development in their developmental policies, plans and
programmes, as well as in their bilateral and multilateral
co-operation;
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2. Recommends that the Declaration be taken into ac-
count in the formulation of the international development
strategy for the fourth United Nations development
decade and in the implementation of programmes of inter-
national action to be carried out during the decade;

3. Recommends also that the international organiza-
tions concerned with development continue to use the
provisions of the Declaration, which is an important
United Nations document, in formulating strategies, pro-
grammes and international instruments aimed at social
progress and development;

4. Urges the Secretary-General to carry out the activi-
ties indicated in the annex to its resolution 42/48 in order
to ensure the successful observance of the twentieth anni-
versary of the Declaration;

5. Reiterates its invitation to all States that have not yet
done so to transmit to the Secretary-General their views
and comments pursuant to paragraphs 4 and 5 of its reso-
lution 42/48;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to include in the
next report on the world social situation a special section
dealing with the activities carried out in pursuance of the
present resolution;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-ninth session an item entitled “Twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop-
ment”’.

78th plenary meeting
8 December 1989

44/58. National experience
operative movement

in promoting the co-

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 2459 (XXIII) of 20 December

1968, 3273 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974, 31/37 of

30 November 1976, 33/47 of 14 December 1978 and
36/18 of 9 November 1981, as well as Economic and So-
cial Council resolutions 1983/15 of 26 May 1983, 1985/22
of 29 May 1985 and 1987/47 of 28 May 1987,

Aware of the ongoing work to elaborate the international
development strategy for the fourth United Nations devel-
opment decade,

Bearing in mind that co-operatives in their different
forms are becoming an indispensable factor of economic
and social development in all countries, especially the de-
veloping countries,

Noting that co-operatives are called upon to help to en-
sure the fullest possible participation in the development
process of all population groups, including women, youth,
disabled persons and the aging, and to contribute to the
implementation of the Guiding Principles for Develop-
mental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the
Near Future,?°

Having in mind the recent widespread reassessment by
Governments of the status of co-operatives and their role
in enhancing economic and social development,

Convinced that the sharing among countries of national
experience relating to the active involvement of co-
operatives in the development process is acquiring increas-
ing importance in the light of new trends in the approach
to co-operatives,

1. Commends the report of the Secretary-General on
national experience in promoting the co-operative move-
ment:33

3 A/44/79-E/19849/%.

2. Invites all States, the regional commissions and the
specialized agencies concerned to make further efforts
with a view to promoting the co-operative movement as an
important instrument of economic and social develop-
ment, thus contributing to the implementation of the
Guiding Principles for Developmental Social Welfare
Policies and Programmes in the Near Future;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to follow closely na-
tional experience in promoting co-operatives and to en-
courage all forms of international co-operation, in collabo-
ration with interested Governments, governmental and
non-governmental organizations, as an important part of
the social development strategy;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with Member States and relevant organizations of the
United Nations system, to prepare a report on the status
and role of co-operatives in the light of new economic and
social trends and to submit it, through the Economic and
Social Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-
seventh session;

5. Decides to consider a question entitled *Co-
operatives and new trends in socio-economic develop-
ment” at its forty-seventh session as a sub-item of the item
entitled ‘“*National experience in achieving far-reaching
social and economic changes for the purpose of social pro-
gress’.

78th plenary meeting
8 December 1989

44/59. Policies and programmes involving youth

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 43/94 of 8 December 1988,

Recalling also its resolution 40/14 entitled “Interna-
tional Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace™,
adopted on 18 November 1985 by the General Assembly
acting as the United Nations World Conference for the In-
ternational Youth Year, by which the guidelines for fur-
ther planning and suitable follow-up in the field of youth34
were endorsed, and its other relevant resolutions,

Recalling further its resolutions 32/135 of 16 December
1977 and 36/17 of 9 November 1981, by which it adopted
guidelines for the improvement of the channels of com-
munication between the United Nations and youth and
youth organizations, and its other relevant resolutions,

Recalling its resolution 40/16 of 18 November 1985 en-
titled “Opportunities for youth™ and its other relevant
resolutions,

Recalling also its resolution 36/29 of 13 November 1981
and its subsequent resolutions in which it, inter alia,
recognized the need to adopt appropriate measures for
securing the implementation and the enjoyment by youth
of human rights, particularly the right to education and to
work,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General3?
submitted in accordance with resolution 43/94,

Recognizing that the guidelines for further planning and
suitable follow-up in the field of youth provide a construc-
tive framework for a long-term strategy in the field of
youth,

Expressing its serious interest in systematically con-
solidating and building further on the results of the Inter-

* See As40/256, annex.
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