
III. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the First Committee 83 

3. Notes that the process of establishing national ex­
pert panels by Member States has already begun; 

4. Encourages Member States to participate by com­
municating their views to the Secretary-General, and in­
vites them to establish panels at the national level to moni­
tor and evaluate developments; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fifth session the item entitled "Scientific and techno­
logical developments and their impact on international 
security". 

B 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DISARMAMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that science and technology can profoundly 
contribute to solving the problems of mankind, especially 
to promoting its social and economic development, 

Noting the interest of the international community in the 
peaceful uses of scientific and technological achievements, 

Recognizing the vast possibilities that scientific and tech­
nological progress offers for supporting disarmament ne­
gotiations and implementing their results, inter alia, in the 
fields of verification of compliance with agreements on 
arms limitation and disarmament as well as conversion of 
military industry to civilian production, 

Welcoming respective activities undertaken so far in this 
area by States and national and international scientific and 
technological institutions, 

Taking into account that scientifically and technologi­
cally more advanced States bear a special responsibility for 
disseminating information on and promoting the applica­
tion of science and technology in the field of disarmament, 

Considering the need for an intensification and extension 
of such activities, as well as international co-operation, 
with a view to using scientific and technological achieve­
ments for disarmament-related purposes, inter alia, in the 
fields of verification of compliance with agreements on 
arms limitation and disarmament, application of tech­
nologies for improved means of verification and conver­
sion of military industry to civilian production, 

1. Takes note of national and international activities to 
use scientific and technological achievements for disarma­
ment-related purposes; 

2. Calls upon Member States and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations to intensify and ex­
tend such activities, to develop international co-operation 
in this area and to keep the United Nations informed 
about progress in this field; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fifth session an item entitled "Science and tech­
nology for disarmament". 
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44/119. Review of the implementation of the recommen­
dations and decisions adopted by the General 
Assembly at its tenth special session 

A 

COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMME OF DISARMAMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2602 E (XXIV) of 16 December 
1969, in which it declared the decade of the 1970s as a 
Disarmament Decade and requested, inter alia, the then 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to work 
out "a comprehensive programme, dealing with all aspects 
of the problem of the cessation of the arms race and gen­
eral and complete disarmament under effective interna­
tional control, which would provide the Conference with a 
guideline to chart the course of its further work and its ne­
gotiations", 

Recalling also its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980, 
by which it adopted the Declaration of the 1980s as the 
Second Disarmament Decade, which, inter alia, called for 
the elaboration of the comprehensive programme of disar­
mament with the utmost urgency, 

Recalling further its resolution 43/78 K of 7 December 
1988, in which it noted the agreement of the Ad Hoc Com­
mittee on the Comprehensive Programme of Disarma­
ment of the Conference on Disarmament to "resume its 
work at the outset of the 1989 session of the Conference 
with the firm intention of completing the elaboration of 
the programme for its submission to the General Assem­
bly, at the latest at its forty-fourth session", 

Having examined the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament con­
cerning its work during the 1989 session of the Conference 
on Disarmament, 99 which is an integral part of the report 
of the Conference, 

Recognizing the efforts of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament and the sub­
stantial progress achieved thus far, 

Conscious of the need to continue the work on the com­
prehensive programme of disarmament, building on the 
texts already agreed to, with a view to resolving the out­
standing issues and thus concluding negotiations on it, 

Recalling its resolution 43/78 L of 7 December 1988, in 
which it declared the decade of the 1990s as the Third 
Disarmament Decade, 

Considering that the conclusion of the elaboration of the 
comprehensive programme of disarmament would consti­
tute an important contribution to the success of the Third 
Disarmament Decade and to the role of the United Na­
tions in the field of disarmament, 

1. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to con­
sider, at the beginning of its 1991 session, the resumption 
of the work of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Comprehen­
sive Programme of Disarmament with the aim of resolving 
the outstanding issues in order to conclude the elaboration 
of the programme; 

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-sixth session the item entitled "Comprehensive pro­
gramme of disarmament". 

81st plenary meeting 
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Supplement No. 27 (A/44/.1 7). para. 100. 



84 General Assembly-Forty-fourth �ession 

B 

NON-USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND PREVENTION 
OF NUCLEAR WAR 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that, in accordance with paragraph 20 of the 
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the Gen­
eral Assembly, 17 the first special session devoted to disar­
mament, effective meas­
ures of nuclear disarmament and the prevention of nuclear 
war have the highest priority and that this commitment 
was reaffirmed by the Assembly at its twelfth special ses­
sion, the second special session devoted to disarmament, 

Recalling also that, in paragraph 58 of the Final Docu­
ment, it is stated that all States, in particular nuclear­
weapon States, should consider as soon as possible various 
proposals designed to secure the avoidance of the use of 
nuclear weapons, the prevention of nuclear war and re­
lated objectives, where possible through international 
agreement, and thereby ensure that the survival of man­
kind is not endangered, 

Recalling further that at its fifteenth special session, the 
third special session devoted to disarmament, it was gener­
ally recognized that the prevention of nuclear war was of 
utmost concern and that specific efforts, bilateral, regional 
or multilateral, should be vigorously pursued and mea­
sures should be strengthened to reduce and ultimately 
eliminate the risk of nuclear war, 

Reaffirming that the nuclear-weapon States have the 
primary responsibility for nuclear disarmament and for 
undertaking measures aimed at preventing the outbreak of 
nuclear war, and that in the task of achieving the goals of 
nuclear disarmament all the nuclear-weapon States, in 
particular those among them which possess the most im­
portant nuclear arsenals, bear a special responsibility, 

Stressing that a nuclear war cannot be won and must 
never be fought, 

Welcoming the entry into force and implementation of 
the Treaty between the United States of America and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of 
Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles 14 

as a first valuable step towards the reduction of nuclear 
weapons, as well as measures taken by the two States to 
reduce the risk of nuclear war, including the establishment 
and operation of nuclear risk reduction centres, 

Expressing the hope that further measures will be under­
taken to reduce and ultimately eliminate the risk of nu­
clear war, 

Taking note of ideas directed to that end, including the 
suggestion to consider the establishment of a multilateral 
nuclear alert centre to reduce the risk of fatal misinterpre 
tation of unintentional nuclear launchings, 

Noting that, in its final document on international 
security and disarmament, 7 the Ninth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, 
held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989, stressed the 
need for the conclusion of an international agreement pro­
hibiting all use of nuclear weapons, 

Welcoming recent progress in the field of disarmament, 
including the beginning at Vienna of new negotiations on 
conventional armed forces and on confidence- and 
security-building measures in Europe, 

Emphasizing that, for the sake of international peace 
and security, military concepts and doctrines must be of a 
strictly defensive character. 

I. Considers that the solemn declarations by two nu­
clear-weapon States made or reiterated at the twelfth spe­
cial session of the General Assembly, concerning their re­
spective obligations not to be the first to use nuclear weap­
ons, offer an important avenue to decrease the danger of 
nuclear war; 

2. Expresse.� the hope that those nuclear-weapon States 
that have not yet done so will consider making similar dee 
larations with respect to not being the first to use nuclear 
weapons: 

.l. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to com­
mence negotiations on the item in its agenda concerning 
prevention of nuclear war and to consider, inter alia, the 
elaboration of an international instrument of a legally 
binding character laying down the obligation not to be the 
first to use nuclear weapons; 

4. Decides to mclude in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fifth session the item entitled "Non-use of nuclear 
weapons .rnd prevention of nuclear war'' 

C 
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REPORT Ol THE DISARMAMEN1 COMMISSION 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the annual report of the Disarma­
ment Cornmission,3� 

Emphasizing again the importance of an effective follow­
up to the relevant recommendations and decisions con­
tained in the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session 
of the General Assembly, 17 the first special session de­
voted to disarmament, 

Taking into account the relevant sections of the Con­
cluding Document of the Twelfth Special Session of the 
General Assemblv,93 the second special session devoted to 
disarmament, 

Also taking into account widespread views expressed 
during the fifteenth special session of the General Assem­
bly, the third special session devoted to disarmament, 

Considering the role that the Disarmament Commission 
has been called upon to play and the contribution that it 
should make in examining and submitting recommenda­
tions on various problems in the field of disarmament and 
in the promotion of the implementation of the relevant 
decisions of the tenth special session, 

Recalling its resolutions 33/71 H of 14 December 1978, 
34/83 H of 11 December I 979, 35/ 152 F of 12 December 
I ll80, .l6/'-l2 B of '-l December I 981, .l 7 /78 H of 9 Decem­
ber 1982, 38/183 E of 20 December 1983, 39/148 R of 
17 December 1984, 40/152 F of 16 December 1985, 
41 /86 E of 4 December 1986, 42/42 G of 30 November 
I ll87 and 43/78 A of 7 December I ll88, 

I. Ta/...es note nf the annual report of the Disarmament 
Commission: 

2. Notes that the Disarmament Commission has yet to 
conclude its consideration of some items on its agenda, but 
rwtes also with appreciation the progress achieved on 
,ome of these; 

.,. Recalls the rnle of the Disarmament Commission as 
the specialized, deliberative body within the United Na­
tions multilateral disarmament machinery that allows for 
in depth Jeliberalion, (lll specific disarmament issues. 
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leading to the submission of concrete recommendations on 
those issues; 

4. Stresses the importance for the Disarmament Com­
mission to work on the basis of a relevant agenda of disar­
mament topics, thereby enabling the Commission to con­
centrate its efforts and thus optimize its progress on 
specific subjects in accordance with resolution 37178 H; 

5 .  Notes also that consultations have been held on the 
question of ways and means to enhance the functioning of 
the Disarmament Commission in the field of disarma­
ment; 

6. Takes note with satisfaction of the results of those 
consultations on ways and means to enhance the function­
ing of the Disarmament Commiss10n, as annexed to the 
present resolution; 

7. Requests the Disarmament Commission to continue 
its work in accordance with its mandate, as set forth in 
paragraph 1 1 8 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special 
Session of the General Assembly, and with paragraph 3 of 
resolution 37 /78 H, and to that end to make every effort to 
achieve specific recommendations, at its 1990 substantive 
session, on the outstanding items on its agenda, taking into 
account the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly 
as well as the results of its 1 989 substantive session; 

8. Also requests the Disarmament Commission to meet 
for a period not exceeding four weeks during 1 990 and to 
submit a substantive report, containing specific recom­
mendations on the items included in its agenda, to the 
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Disarmament Commission the annual report of the Con­
ference on Disarmament,47 together with all the official 
records of the forty-fourth session of the General Assem­
bly relating to disarmament matters, and to render all as­
sistance that the Commission may require for implement­
ing the present resolution; 

IO. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure full 
provision to the Commission and its subsidiary bodies of 
interpretation and translation facilities in the official lan­
guages and to assign, as a matter of priority, all the neces­
sary resources and services to that end; 

1 1 . Decides to include in the provisional agenda of it� 
forty-fifth session the item entitled "Report of the Disar­
mament Commission" .  

ANNEX 
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Ways and means to enhance the functioning 
of the Disarmament Commission 

I .  Mandate 

The Disarmament Commission reaffirms its mandate contained in 
paragraph I 18 (a) of the Final Document of t he Tenth Special Session of 
the General Assembly, 17  the first special session devoted to disarmame11 1 
(hereinafter referred to as the "Final Document") 

2. Deciswn-mak ing method 

The decision-making method described in paragraph 1 1 8 ( b) of the Fi ­
nal Document should be maintained 

, .  Agenda 1 1em.1 

1 .  The Disarmament C,1mmission ,·ould have a general agenda and a 
working agenda for each substantive session. The working agenda should 
be agreed at the Commission's organi,at1onal session. 

2. For each session, the working agenda should be limited to a ma, -
imum of four substantive , terns for in -dcptb c,rnsidcration 

From 199 1 ,  no subject should, in principle, be maintained on the 
working agenda for more than three consecutive years. At each session, 
the Commission should review, for possible reconsideration, any subject 
that had been suspended. 

4. If no agreement can be reached on a specific agenda item, the re­
port oft he Commission should contain a joint statement or a Chairman's 
summary of the proceedings to reflect views or positions of different dele­
gations, particular!} in the case of those agenda items to be suspended for 
a period of time. 

5 At its 1990 session, the Commission should make every effort to 
conclude all its agenda item,, except the new substantive items. 

4. Subsidiary bodies 

1 .  At each annual session, the Disarmament Commission should not 
establish more than four subsidiary bodies for its substantive agenda 
items The allocation of the agenda items to the four subsidiary bodies 
and the appointment of chairmen for these subsidiary bodies should be 
decided at the organizational session of the Commission, taking into ac­
count the principle of equitable geographical distribution. 

2. The chairmanship of subsidiary bodies should, in principle. be 
rotated each year; however. at its organizational session, the Commission 
may decide to extend the term of office of any chairman in the interest of 
effective work and the speedy conclusion of an item. 

5 .  Duration of the substantive session 

The Disarmament Commission should meet for a period not ex­
ceeding four weeks for in-depth deliberations on substantive items. 

' The duration of each substantive session, in accordance with the 
established practice, should be flexible and could be shortened. In order 
to utilize efficiently the conference-servicing resources available, the 
Commission should decide the duration of each substantive session at its 
orgar nzat 1011al session . 

6. Organization of work of the session 

I .  Each session may have a general debate on agenda items in the 
plenary meetings, not exceeding three days· duration. 

2. Except in the case of new items, there should be no general ex­
change of views in the subsidiary bodies. The general exchange of views 
on new 11ems should not exceed two meetings. 

Subsidiary bodies could begin their work in parallel with the gen­
eral exchange of , iews in the plenary meetings. 

4. No more than two official meetings should be held simultaneously. 
Thi, restriction, however, would not apply to informal consultations 

5. The meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies should 
he provided with full meetmg services. 

6. All the officers of the Commission should be elected at its organi-
7.a tional 'icssion. 

( ·onsultatiom 

J'he Chairman of the Disarmament Commission should conduct con­
sultations on matters relating to the work of the Commission, in particu­
lar on ,ts work111g agenda, year round, especially during the meetings of 
t h,· r,r,t Commit tee of the General Assembly. 

D 

REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 34/83 B of 1 1  December 1 979, 
35/ 1 52 J of 12 December 1 980, 36/92 F of 9 December 
1981 , 37/78 G of 9 December 1 982, 38/1 83 I of 
20 December 1 983, 39/ 148 N of 1 7  December 1984, 
40/ 1 52 M of 1 6  December 1985, 4 1 /86 M of 4 December 
I 986, 42/ 42 L of 30 November 1 987 and 43/78 M of 
7 December 1988, 

Having considered the report of the Conference on 
Disarmament.47 

Convinced that the Conference on Disarmament, as the 
sinp:le multilateral negotiating body on disarmament, 
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should play the central role in substantive negotiations on 
priority questions of disarmament, 

Expressing its regret that the Conference on Disarma­
ment was not able in 1989 either to establish ad hoc com­
mittees or to commence negotiations on the nuclear issues 
on its agenda, 

Expressing its expectation that the Conference on Disar­
mament, in view of the positive current processes in some 
important fields of disarmament, would be in a position to 
reach concrete agreements on disarmament issues to 
which the United Nations has assigned the greatest pri­
ority and urgency and which have been under considera­
tion for a number of years, 

Considering that it is more than ever imperative in the 
present circumstances to give an additional impetus to ne­
gotiations on disarmament at all levels and to achieve 
genuine progress in the immediate future, 

l .  Reaffirms the role of the Conference on Disarma­
ment as the single multilateral disarmament negotiating 
forum of the international community; 

2. Notes with satisfaction that further progress has 
been made in the negotiations on the elaboration of a draft 
convention on the complete and effective prohibition of 
the development, production and stockpiling of all chemi­
cal weapons and on their destruction, and urges the Con­
ference on Disarmament to intensify further its work with 
a view to completing negotiations on such a draft conven­
tion as soon as possible; 

3. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to in­
tensify its work, to further its mandate more earnestly 
through substantive negotiations, within the framework of 
ad hoc committees as the most appropriate mechanism, 
and to adopt concrete measures on the specific priority is­
sues of disarmament on its agenda, in accordance with the 
Programme of Action set forth in section III of the Final 
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General As­
sembly;17 

4. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to provide 
negotiating mandates to ad hoc committees on all agenda 
items, in keeping with the fundamental role of the Confer­
ence as identified in the Final Document of the Tenth Spe­
cial Session; 

5. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit 
a report on its work to the General Assembly at its forty­
fifth session; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fifth session the item entitled "Report of the Confer­
ence on Disarmament" .  

E 
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CESSATION OF THE NUCLEAR-ARMS RACE AND NUCLEAR 
DISARMAMENT AND PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR 

The General Assembly, 

Believing that all nations have a vital interest in negotia­
tions on nuclear disarmament because the existence of nu­
clear weapons jeopardizes the vital security interests of 
both nuclear and non-nuclear-weapon States alike, 

Recalling its resolutions 43/78 E and F of 7 December 
1988, 

Recalling also that the international community, 
through the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session 

of the General Assembly, 1 7  has agreed that the nuclear­
arms race, far from contributing to the strengthening of 
the security of all States, increases t he danger of the out­
break of a nuclear war, 

Welcoming the reaffirmation by the Ninth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, 
held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989, in its final 
document on international security and disarmament ,7 

that nuclear disarmament is a process in which all nations 
should participate, and its view that the ongoing process of 
disarmament could be accelerated and its coverage wid ­
ened through the common endeavour of the entire inter ­
national community, 

Taking into account that all nuclear-weapon States, in 
particular those with the most important nuclear arsenals, 
bear a special responsibility for the fulfilment of the task of 
achieving the goals of nuclear disarmament, 

Convinced that the prevention of nuclear war and the re­
duction of the risk of nuclear war are matters of the high­
est priority and of vital interest to all people of the world. 

Encouraged by the continued recognition by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 
America that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never 
be fought, 

Aware of the fact that the prevention of nuclear war and 
the reduction of the risk of nuclear war are inextricably 
linked with the cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nu­
clear disarmament, and that consequently they should be 
viewed in their interrelationship as essential elements of a 
process of general and complete disarmament, 

Convinced that all avenues should be explored to ensure 
that progress is made in these two vital fields, and also 
convinced of the imperative need to take constructive mul­
tilateral action to complement and reinforce the bilateral 
process under way, 

1. Reaffirms that multilateral and bilateral negotia­
tions on nuclear questions should complement and facili­
tate each other 

2. Believes that efforts should be intensified in order to 
initiate multilateral negotiations in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 50 of the Final Document of the 
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly; 

3. Reiterates that, in view of the importance of the 
matter, it is equally necessary to devise suitable steps to 
expedite effectiw action for the prevention of nuclear war: 

4. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to estab-­
hsh ad hoc committees at the beginning of its 1 990 session 
on both the cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear 
disarmament and the prevention of nuclear war with ade­
quate mandates in order to allow a structured and practi 
cal analysis of how the Conference on Disarmament can 
best contribute to progress on these two urgent matters: 

5. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to re­
port to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session 011 

its consideration of those subjects; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of ib 
forty-fifth session the items entitled '"Cessation of the nu­
clear-arms race and nuclear disarmament" and "Preven­
t ion of nuclear war" 

81st plenary meeting 
15 December 1 989 
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F 

SOUTH PACIFIC N UCLEAR FREE ZONE TREATY 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 34 77 (XXX) of 1 1  December 
1 975,  in which it endorsed the idea of the establishment of 
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the South Pacific and in­
vited the countries concerned to carry forward consulta­
tions about ways and means of realizing that objective, 

Recalling also article VII of the Treaty on the Non­
Proliferation of N uclear Weapons, 5 which acknowledges 
the right of any group of States to conclude regional trea­
ties in order to assure the total absence of nuclear weapons 
in their respective territories, 

Bearing in mind paragraph 60 of the Final Document of 
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, 1 7 the 
first special session devoted to disarmament, which states 
that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on 
the basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the 
States of the region concerned constitutes an important 
disarmament measure, 

Noting the adoption on 6 August 1 985 by the heads of 
Government of the independent or self-governing mem­
bers of the South Pacific Forum, meeting at Rarotonga, of 
the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty 100 (also 
known as the Treaty of Rarotonga), and their adoption on 
8 August 1 986 of three Protocols to the Treaty, 

Noting also that the Treaty entered into force upon the 
deposit of the eighth instrument of ratification, on 
1 1  December 1 986, 

Recognizing that the Treaty reflects the particular cir­
cumstances of the South Pacific region, 

l .  Notes with satisfaction that eleven members of the 
South Pacific Forum have now ratified the South Pacific 
N uclear Free Zone Treaty and that China and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics have adhered to Protocols 2 
and 3 of the Treaty; 

2. Notes also that the United Kingdom of Great Bri t ­
ain and Northern Ireland and the U nited States of 
A merica have stated t hat none of their practices and ac ­
tivities within the Treaty area are inconsistent with the 
Treaty or its Protocols; 

3. Commends the Treaty and its Protocols for the con­
sideration of all Member States. 

G 
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DISARMAMENT WEEK 

The General Assem bly, 

Noting that there have been important developments of 
late in the areas of arms limitation and disarmament ef­
forts which provide a sense of encouragement and hope 
for a more secure world, 

Noting at the same t ime that, despite the positive dcvel -
opments, t he arms race still poses a grave t h reat to world 
peace and security ,  

too See The United Nations Disarmament Year/wok, vol. I 0 :  I 9X � 
(United Nations publication, Sale, No. F.Xtd X .7) .  appendix V J [  

Stressing the  vital importance of  eliminating the threat 
of nuclear and conventional war, ending the nuclear and 
conventional arms raet: and bringing about disarmament, 

Emphasizing anew the need for and the importance of 
world public opinion 1 11 support of halting and reversing 
t ht· g lohal arm� race m al l its aspects, 

l"ukrng into account the aspirations of the world public 
to prevent an arms race in space and to t erminat e it on 
Eart h .  

lVoring with satisfaction t he broad and active support hy 
Governments and international and national organiza­
tions of t he decision taken by the General Assembly at its 
ten th  special session, the first special session devoted to 
disarmament ,  regarding t he proclamation of the week 
startmg 24 October, the day of the foundation of the 
United Nation!., as a week devoted to fostering the objec­
tives of disarmament, I O I 

Recalling the recommendations concerning t he World 
Disarmament Campaign contained in annex V to the Con­
cludmg Document of the Twelfth Special Session of the 
General Assembly, t he second special session devoted to 
disarmament ,  in particular the recommendation that 
Disarmament Week �hould continue to be widely ob­
served, 1 02 

l\/oting the support for the further observance of Disar­
mament Week expressed by Member States at the fifteenth 
special session of the General Assembly, the t hird special 
-;ession devoted to di�armament, 

R ecognizing r he sig111ficance of the annual observance of 
Disarmament Week, including by the United Nations, 

I lakes note with sati.,faction of the report of the Sec-
retary -Generat '03 on t he follow-up measures undertaken 
hy Stat es, governmental and non-governmental organiza­
t ion-.: in holding Disarmament Week; 

2 t 'om mends al l States, international and national 
gciwrnmental and non-governmental organizations for 
then adive support for and participation in Disarmament 
\\leek .  

3 In vites all States that so desire, i n  carrying out ap-
propriate mea-;ures at the local level on the occasion of 
Disarmament Week, to take into account the elements of 
the model programme for Disarmament Weck prepared 
hy t hL' Secretary-General: 1 04 

4. Invi tes Governmenh to continue, in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 33/7 1 D of 14 Decem­
ber I ,) 78, to inform the Secretary-General of activities un­
dertaken to promote the  objectives of Disarmament Weck; 

5 ln vires internat ional and national non-govern-
men tal organi,.ations to continue to take an active part in 
Disarmament Week and to inform the Secretary-General 
of t he activities undertaken; 

t, Invites t he Secretary-General to continue to use t he 
United Nations information organs as widely as possible 
to promote better understanding among the world public 
of disarmament prohlems and t he object ives of Disarma­
ment Week : 

7 Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with 
paragraph 4 of reso l 1 1 t i,m 3 1 /7 1  D, to submit to t h�· Gen-

l u Rc,olution 's- 1 0/2. para 1 02 .  
1 1 1 • Of/icwl Re, ords <J( 1 / r , •  Cicncral A ,.scmhly. Twc/jilr Special Se.\\1011, 

·11111,  .,n. agenda i tem, 9 t" I .\ .  document A/S- 1 21 ,2 .  anrn:x V ,  para. 1 2  
J o  I A/44/446 . ind Add I and 2 

\ ' ,4 4 1 t, 
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era! Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

H 
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DECLARATION OF THE 1990s AS THE 
THIRD DISARMAMENT DECADE 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1 980, in 
which it declared the l 980s as the Second Disarmament 
Decade, 

Recalling also its resolution 34/75 of 1 1  December 1 979, 
in which it directed the Disarmament Commission to pre­
pare elements of a draft resolution entitled "Declaration 
of the 1 980s as the Second Disarmament Decade" for sub­
mission to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session 
for consideration and adoption, 

Bearing in mind that the Second Disarmament Decade 
declared by its resolution 35/46 is coming to an end, 

Recalling further its resolution 43/78 L of 7 December 
1 988,  in which it decided to declare the decade of the 
1 990s as the Third Disarmament Decade, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the United Nations in 
the attainment of disarmament ,  

Noting the progress in the disarmament talks between 
the U nion of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United 
States of America and its positive impact on t he attain­
ment of global peace and security, 

Desirous of maintaining t he current momentum in the 
disarmament process, 

Convinced that a third disarmament decade will acceler­
ate the disarmament process, 

I .  Takes note of the work of the Disarmament Com­
mission at its 1 989 session on the declaration of the 1 990s 
as the Third Disarmament Decade; 1 05 

2. Directs the Disarmament Commission, at its 1 990 
substantive session, to finalize the preparation of elements 
of a draft resolution to be entitled "Declaration of the 
1 990s as the Third Disarmament Decade'' and to submit 
them to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session for 
consideration and adoption; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to render all neces­
sary assistance to the Disarmament Commission in imple­
menting the present resolution; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fifth session the item entitled "Declaration of the 
1 990s as the Third Disarmament Decade" 

81st plenary meeting 
15 December 1 989 

44/120. Implementation of the Declaration of the In­
dian Ocean as a Zone of Peace 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone 
of Peace, contained in its resolution 2832 (XXVI) of 
1 6  December 1 97 1 ,  and recalling also its resolutions 
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2'-J92 (XXVII) of 1 5  December 1 972, 3080 (XXVI I I )  of 
6 December I 97 3 ,  3259 A (XXIX) of 9 December 1 974 . 
3468 (XXX) of 1 1  December 1 975, 3 1 /88 of 1 4  December 
1 976. 32186 of 1 2  December 1 977, S- 1 0/2 of 30 J une 
1 978.  33 /68 of 14 December 1 978,  34/80 A and B of 
l l December I 979, 35/ 1 50 of 1 2  December 1 980, 36/90 
of 9 December 1 98 1 ,  37/96 of 1 3  December 1982, 38/ 1 85 
of 20 December 1 983 ,  39/1 49 of 1 7  December 1 984, 
40/ 1 53 of 1 6  December 1 985, 4 1 /87 of 4 December 1 986, 
42/43 of 30 November 1 987, 43/79 of 7 December 1 98X 
and other relevant resolutions, 

Reaffirming that the establishment of zones of peace in 
various regions of the world under appropriate conditions. 
to be clearly defined and determined freely by the States 
concerned in the zone, taking into account the characteris­
tics of the zone and the principles of the Charter of tht' 
United Nations, and in conformity with international law, 
can contribute to strengthening the security of States 
within  such zont's and to international peace and securit� 
as a whole, 

Recalling also the report of the Meeting of the Littoral 
and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean, 106 

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian 
Ocean, during its preparatory session in July 1 989, 1 07 

commemorated the tenth anniversary of the Meeting: 
of the Littoral and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean, 
which took place on 1 3  July 1 979, 

Recalling further paragraph 22 of the final document mi 
international security and disarmament adopted by tht' 
Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 Sep­
tember 1 989,7 

Reaffirming its conviction that concrete action for t ht' 
achievement of t he objectives of the Declaration of the In­
dian Ocean as a Zone of Peace would be a substantial con­
tribution to the strengthening of international peace and 
security, as well as to the independence, sovereignty, ter­
ritorial integrity and peaceful development of the States of 
the region, 

Convinced that agreement on such action should be 
facilitated by encouraging developments in international 
relations t hat could have beneficial effects on the region, 

Also convinced that the continued military presence of 
the great Powers in the Indian Ocean area, conceived in 
the context of their confrontation, gives urgency to the 
need to take practical steps for the early achievement of 
the object ives of t he Declaration, 

Considering that the creation of a zone of peace requi res 
co-operation and agreement among the States of the re­
gion to ensure conditions of peace and security within t ht' 
area, as envisaged in the Declaration, 

Noting with appreciation the offer made by the Govern­
ment of Sri Lanka to host the Conference on the I ndian 
Ocean at Colomho, from 2 to 1 3  July I 990, 

Regretting that it is not possible to hold the Conference 
in 1 990, as scheduled, in spite of the generous offer of t he 
Government of Sri Lanka, 

l .  Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Indian Ocean; 1 08 
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