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7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session the item entitled *“Cessation of all nu-
clear-test explosions’.

73rd plenary meeting
7 December 1988

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the determination, proclaimed since
1963 in the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water,* to seek to
achieve the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear
weapons for all time and to continue negotiations to this
end,

Bearing in mind also that in 1968 the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons? recalled such determi-
nation and included in its article VI an undertaking by
each of its parties to pursue negotiations in good faith on
effective measures relating to the cessation of the nuclear-
arms race at an early date,

Recalling that in its resolution 2028 (XX) of 19 Novem-
ber 1965, adopted unanimously, it had stressed that one of
the basic principles on which the treaty to prevent the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons should be based was that
such treaty, which was then to be negotiated, should em-
body an acceptable balance of mutual responsibilities and
obligations of the nuclear and non-nuclear Powers,

Recalling also that the Third Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, in its Final Declaration® adopted by consensus
on 21 September 1985, expressed its deep regret that a
comprehensive multilateral nuclear-test-ban treaty had
not been concluded so far and called for the urgent ne-
gotiation and conclusion of such a treaty as a matter of the
highest priority,

Noting that article IT of the Treaty Banning Nuclear
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and un-
der Water provides a procedure for the consideration and
eventual adoption of amendments to the Treaty by a con-
ference of its parties,

1. Welcomes the submission to the Depositary Gov-
ernments of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in
the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water of an
amendment proposal for consideration at a conference of
the parties to the Treaty convened for that purpose in ac-
cordance with article I of the Treaty;

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session an item entitled “Amendment of the
Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmos-
phere, in Outer Space and under Water”’.

73rd plenary meeting
7 December 1988

43/64. Urgent need for a comprehensive nuclear-test-
ban treaty

The General Assembly,

Convinced that a nuclear war cannot be won and must
never be fought,

Convinced also of the consequent urgent need for an end
to the nuclear-arms race and the immediate and verifiable
reduction and ultimate elimination of nuclear weapons,

Convinced further that an end to nuclear testing by all
States in all environments for all time is an essential step in
order to prevent the qualitative improvement and develop-
ment of nuclear weapons and their further proliferation
and to contribute, along with other concurrent efforts to
reduce nuclear arms, to the eventual elimination of nu-
clear weapons,

Welcoming the ongoing negotiations between the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America in accordance with their joint statement of
17 September 1987, and noting the significant develop-
ments on improved verification arrangements to facilitate
the ratification of the Treaty between the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on
the Limitation of Underground Nuclear Weapon Tests,’
signed on 3 July 1974, and the Treaty between the United
States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on Underground Nuclear Explosions for Peace-
ful Purposes,!0 signed on 28 May 1976,

Welcoming also the conclusion on 8§ December 1987 of
the historic Treaty between the United States of America
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimi-
nation of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range
Missiles!! and the agreement in principle on and progress
made towards an agreement for 50 per cent reductions in
the strategic nuclear forces of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America,

Recalling the proposals by the leaders of the Six-Nation
Initiativel? to promote an end to nuclear testing,

Convinced that the most effective way to achieve the dis-
continuance of all nuclear tests by all States in all environ-
ments for all time is through the conclusion, at an early
date, of a verifiable, comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty
that will attract the adherence of all States,

Reaffirming the particular responsibilities of the Confer-
ence on Disarmament in the negotiation of a comprehen-
sive nuclear-test-ban treaty,

1. Reaffirms its conviction that a treaty to achieve the
prohibition of all nuclear-test explosions by all States in all
environments for all time i1s a matter of fundamental im-
portance;

2. Urges, therefore, that the following actions be taken
in order that a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty may
be concluded at an early date:

(a) The Conference on Disarmament should intensify
its consideration of item 1 of its agenda entitled “‘Nuclear-
test ban’ and initiate substantive work on all aspects of a
nuclear-test-ban treaty at the beginning of its 1989 session;

(b) States members of the Conference on Disarma-
ment, in particular the nuclear-weapon States, and all

9 1bid., Tweniy-ninth Session, Supplement No. 27, (A/9627), annex 11,
document CCD/431.

19 The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, vol. 1: 1976 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.IX.2), appendix II1.

W Ibid, wvol 12: 1987 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.88.1X.2), appendix VII.

12 See the Joint Declaration issued on 22 May 1984 by the heads of
State or Government of Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and
the United Republic of Tanzania (A/39/277-S/16587, annex; for the
printed text, see Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-ninth
Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1984, document S/16587,
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(A/40/114-5/16921, annex; for the printed text, see Official Records of
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Stockholm Declaration issued on 21 January 1988 (A/43/125-5/19478,
annex).
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other States should co-operate in order to facilitate and
promote such work;

(¢) The nuclear-weapon States, especially those that
possess the most important nuclear arsenals, should agree
promptly to appropriate verifiable and militarily signifi-
cant interim measures, with a view to realizing a compre-
hensive nuclear-test-ban treaty;

(d) Those nuclear-weapon States that have not yet
done so should adhere to the Treaty Banning Nuclear
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and un-
der Water;*

3. Also urges the Conference on Disarmament:

(@) To take immediate steps for the establishment,
with the widest possible participation, of an international
seismic monitoring network with a view to the further de-
velopment of its potential to monitor and verify compli-
ance with a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty;

(b) In this context, to take into account the progress
achieved by the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to
Consider International Co-operative Measures to Detect
and Identify Seismic Events, including work on the rou-
tine exchange and use of wave-form data, and other rele-
vant initiatives or experiments by individual States and
groups of States;

(¢) To initiate detailed investigation of other measures
to monitor and verify compliance with such a treaty, in-
cluding an international network to monitor atmospheric
radioactivity;

4. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to re-
port to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session on
progress made;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session the item entitled “Urgent need for a
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty’.

73rd plenary meeting
7 December 1988

43/65. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
the region of the Middle East

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December
1974, 3474 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 31/71 of
10 December 1976, 32/82 of 12 December 1977, 33/64 of
14 December 1978, 34/77 of 11 December 1979, 35/147
of 12 December 1980, 36/87 of 9 December 1981, 37/75
of 9 December 1982, 38/64 of 15 December 1983, 39/54
of 12 December 1984, 40/82 of 12 December 1985, 41/48
of 3 December 1986 and 42/28 of 30 November 1987 on
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the re-
gion of the Middle East,

Recalling also the recommendations for the establish-
ment of such a zone in the Middle East consistent with
paragraphs 60 to 63, and in particular paragraph 63 (d), of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly,!3

Emphasizing the basic provisions of the above-
mentioned resolutions, which call upon all parties directly
concerned to consider taking the practical and urgent
steps required for the implementation of the proposal to
establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the
Middle East and, pending and during the establishment of
such a zone, to declare solemnly that they will refrain, on a

13 Resolution S-10/2.

reciprocal basis, from producing, acquiring or in any other
way possessing nuclear weapons and nuclear explosive de-
vices and from permitting the stationing of nuclear weap-
ons on their territory by any third party, to agree to place
all their nuclear facilities under International Atomic En-
ergy Agency safeguards and to declare their support for
the establishment of the zone and deposit such declara-
tions with the Security Council for consideration, as ap-
propriate,

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all States to acquire
and develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,

Emphasizing also the need for appropriate measures on
the guestion of the prohibition of military attacks on nu-
clear facilities,

Bearing in mind the consensus reached by the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session that the establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middie
East would greatly enhance international peace and
security,

Desirous of building on that consensus so that substan-
tial progress can be made towards establishing a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East,

Emphasizing the essential role of the United Nations in
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the re-
gion of the Middle East,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General,!4

1. Urges all parties directly concerned to consider seri-
ously taking the practical and urgent steps required for the
implementation of the proposal to establish a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East in ac-
cordance with the relevant resolutions of the General As-
sembly and, as a means of promoting this objective, invites
the countries concerned to adhere to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons;®

2. Calls upon all countries of the region that have not
done so, pending the establishment of the zone, to agree to
place all their nuclear activities under International
Atomic Energy Agency safeguards;

3. Invitesthose countries, pending the establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East, to declare their support for establishing such a zone,
consistent with paragraph 63 (d) of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, and to
deposit those declarations with the Security Council;

4. Also invites those countries, pending the establish-
ment of the zone, not to develop, produce, test or other-
wise acquire nuclear weapons or permit the stationing on
their territories, or territories under their control, of nu-
clear weapons or nuclear explosive devices;

5. Invites the nuclear-weapon States and all other
States to render their assistance in the establishment of the
zone and at the same time to refrain from any action that
runs counter to both the letter and the spirit of the present
resolution;

6. Extends its thanks to the Secretary-General for his
report containing the views of parties concerned regarding
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the re-
gion of the Middle East;!4

7. Takes note of the above-mentioned report;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake a
study on effective and verifiable measures which would
facilitate the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in the Middle East, taking into account the circumstances
and characteristics of the Middle East, as well as the views
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