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43/36. Question of Anguilla

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of Anguilla,

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,2

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen-
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all resolu-
tions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
Anguilla, including in particular General Assembly reso-
lution 42/80 of 4 December 1987,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy im-
plementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri-
tory,

Having heard the statement of the representative of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
as the administering Power,33

Noting the stated policy of the Government of the
United Kingdom, the administering Power, that it re-
mains ready to respond positively to the express wish of
the peO})le of the Territory on the question of indepen-
dence,?

Noting the impending consideration by the Territory’s
House of Assembly and by the Government of the United
Kingdom of the recommendations of the Constitutional
Review Committee and noting the priority accorded by
the territorial Government to the revision of the laws of
Anguilla,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of the Territory and
bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and strength-
ening further its economy as a matter of priority in order
to promote economic stability,

Reaffirming the responsibility of the administering
Power to promote the economic and social development of
the Territory and noting the continued growth of the Ter-
ritory’s economy due largely to the expansion in the tour-
ism and construction industries,

Expressing its concern at the continued illegal operation
of foreign fishing vessels within the territorial waters of
Anguilla and welcoming the measures taken by the ter-
ritorial Government to protect and conserve marine re-
sources,

Stressing the importance of an efficient and effective civil
service and noting the measures being taken by the ter-
ritorial Government aimed at alleviating the problem of
unemployment and providing increased job opportunities,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to
drug trafficking and related activities,

Noting the contribution to the development of the Terri-
tory by specialized agencies and other organizations of the
United Nations system, in particular the United Nations
Development Programme,

Noting also that in 1987 Anguilla became a member of
the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank and that it continued
to participate and maintain an active interest in the related
activities of other regional organizations,

32 Ibid., Forty-third Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/43/23), chaps. 111,
IV and IX.

33 jbid., Forty-third Session, Fourth Commitice, 13th meeting, and
corrigendurm.

34 A/AC.109/944 and Corr.1, para. 17

Recalling the dispatch in 1984 of a United Nations visit-
ing mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the small
Territories and considering that the possibility of sending
a further visiting mission to Anguilla at an appropriate
time should be kept under review,

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen-
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Anguilla;?8

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of An-
guilla to self-determination and independence in conform-
ity with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer-
cise by the people of the Territory of their inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to Anguilla;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the
administering Power, to create such conditions in An-
guilla as will enable its people to exercise freely and with-
out interference, from a well-informed standpoint as to the
available options, their inalienable right to self-
determination and independence in accordance with reso-
fution 1514 (XV), and all other relevant resolutions of the
General Assembly;

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of An-
guilla themselves to determine freely their future political
status in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration and, in
that connection, reaffirms the importance of fostering an
awareness among the people of the Territory of the pos-
sibilities open to them in the exercise of their right to self-
determination and independence;

6. Calls upon the administering Power to continue, in
co-operation with the territorial Government, to take
measures with a view to strengthening and diversifying the
Territory’s economy;

7. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to continue the assis-
tance necessary to increase employment of the local popu-
lation in the civil service and other sectors of the economy;

8. Also urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea-
sures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable right of
the people of Anguilla to own and dispose of the natural
resources of the Territory, including marine resources,
and to establish and maintain control over the future de-
velopment of those resources;

9. Calls upon the administering Power to continue to
take all necessary measures, in co-operation with the ter-
ritorial Government, to counter problems related to drug
trafficking;

10.  Reiterates its request to the administering Power to
continue to enlist the assistance of the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system, as
well as other international and regional bodies, in the de-
velopment and strengthening of the economy of Anguilla;

11. Also reiterates its request to the administering
Power to continue to make every effort to facilitate and en-
courage the participation of the Territory in regional and
international organizations;
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12.  Requests the Special Committee to continue the ex-
amination of this question at its next session, including the
possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to Anguilla
at an appropriate time and in consultation with the admin-
istering Power, and to report thereon to the General As-
sembly at its forty-fourth session.

59th plenary meeting
22 November 1988

43/37. Question of the Cayman Islands

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the Cayman Islands,

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,32

Recallingits resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen-
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all resolu-
tions and decisions of the United Nations relating to the

Cayman Islands, in particular General Assembly resolu-
tion 42/85 of 4 December 1987,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy im-
plementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri-
tory,

Having heard the statement of the representative of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
as the administering Power,33

Noting the stated policy of the Government of the
United Kingdom, the administering Power, that it re-
mains ready to respond positively to the express wish of
the peoPle of the Territory on the question of indepen-
dence,3

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of the Territory and
bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and strength-
ening further its economy as a matter of priority in order
to promote economic stability,

Noting the measures being taken by the territorial Gov-
‘ernment to promote agricultural production with a view
to reducing the Territory’s dependence on imported provi-
sions,

Expressing its concern that property and land continue
to be owned and developed largely by investors from
abroad,

Noting that a large proportion of the labour force of the
Territory consists of expatriates,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to
drug trafficking and related activities,

Noting with appreciation the continued contribution of
the United Nations Development Programme, as well as
regional institutions, to the development of the Territory,

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations visit-
ing mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the small
Territories and considering that the possibility of sending
a further visiting mission to the Cayman Islands at an ap-
propriate time should be kept under review,

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen-
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence

to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Cayman
Islands;28

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the
Cayman Islands to self-determination and independence
in conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer-
cise by the people of the Territory of their inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to the Cayman
Islands:

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the
administering Power, to create such conditions in the Ter-
ritory as will enable the people of the Cayman Islands to
exercise freely and without interference their inalienable
right to self-determination and independence in accor-
dance with resolution 1514 (XV) and all other relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly;

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of the
Cayman Islands themselves to determine their future
political status in accordance with the relevant provisions
of the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration
and, in that connection, reaffirms the importance of foster-
ing an awareness among the people of the Territory of the
possibilities open to them in the exercise of their right to
self-determination and independence;

6. Calls upon the administering Power, in consultation
with the territorial Government, to facilitate and promote
increased participation by the local population in the deci-
sion-making process in the affairs of the Territory;

7. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power to promote the economic and social development of
the Territory and recommends that priority should con-
tinue to be given to the diversification of the Territory’s
economyj;

8. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea-
sures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable right of
the people of the Cayman Islands to own and dispose of
the natural resources of the Territory, including marine
resources, and to establish and maintain control over the
future development of those resources;

9. Calls upon the administering Power to continue to
take all necessary measures, in co-operation with the ter-
ritorial Government, to counter problems related to drug
trafficking;

10.  Invites the specialized agencies and other organiza-
tions of the United Nations system, as well as other inter-
national and regional institutions, to continue to take all
necessary measures to accelerate progress in the social and
economic life of the Territory;

11.  Regquests the Special Committee to continue the ex-
amination of this question at its next session, including the
possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to the Cay-
man Islands at an appropriate time and in consultation
with the administering Power, and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth session.

59th plenary meeting
22 November 1988



