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43/196. United Nations conference on environment and
development

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 42/186 of 11 December 1987, by

which it adopted the Environmental Perspective to the
Year 2000 and Beyond as a broad framework to guide na
tional action and international co-operation on policies
and programmes aimed at achieving environmentally
sound development,

Recalling also its resolution 42/187 of 11 December
1987, in which it welcomed the report of the World Com
mission on Environment and Development,54

Bearing in mind that the United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment, convened in 1972 in accordance
with Assembly resolution 2398 (XXIII) of 3 December
1968, recommended that the Assembly convene a second
United Nations conference on the subject,55

Believing it highly desirable that a United Nations con
ference on environment and development be convened no
later than 1992,

Aware that serious environmental problems are arising
in all countries and that these problems must be progres
sively addressed through preventive measures at their
source,

Emphasizing the common goal of all countries to
strengthen international co-operation for the promotion of
growth and development worldwide and recognizing that,
in view of the global character of major environmental
problems, all countries have a common interest in pursu
ing policies aimed at achieving sustainable and environ
mentally sound development within a sound ecological
balance,

Noting that the critical objectives for environment and
development policies that follow from the need for sus
tainable and environmentally sound development must in
clude creating a healthy, clean and safe environment,
reviving growth and improving its quality, remedying the
problems of poverty and the satisfaction of human needs
through raising the standard of living and the quality of
life, addressing the issues of population and of conserving
and enhancing the resource base, reorienting technology
and managing risk and merging environment and eco
nomics in decision-making,

Aware that a supportive international economic environ
ment that would result in sustained economic growth and
development in all countries, particularly in developing
countries, is of major importance for sound management
of the environment,

Stressing that it is important for all countries to take ef
fective measures for the protection, restoration and en
hancement of the environment in accordance, inter alia,
with their respective capabilities, and, at the same time,
acknowledging the efforts being made in all countries in
this regard, including international co-operation between
developed and developing countries,

Noting the fact that the largest part of the current emis
sion of pollutants into the environment, including toxic
and hazardous wastes, originates in developed countries,
and therefore recognizing that those countries have the
main responsibility for combating such pollution,
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Reaffirming the need for additional financial resources
from the international community effectively to support
developing countries in identifying, analysing, monitor
ing, managing or preventing environmental problems in
accordance with their national development plans, priori
ties and objectives,

Reaffirming also the need for developed countries and
the appropriate organs and organizations of the United
Nations system to strengthen technical co-operation with
the developing countries to enable them to develop and
strengthen their capacity for identifying, analysing, moni
toring, managing or preventing environmental problems
in accordance with their national development plans, pri
orities and objectives,

Recognizing the importance of international co
operation in the research and development of environmen
tally sound technology and recognizing the need for an in
ternational exchange of experience and knowledge as well
as the promotion of the transfer of technology for the pro
tection and enhancement of the environment, especially in
developing countries, in accordance with national laws,
regulations and policies,

Reaffirming the need for the international community to
play a catalytic role in technical co-operation among de
veloping countries in the field of the environment, and in
viting the appropriate organs and organizations of the
United Nations system to co-operate, at the request of the
parties concerned, in the promotion and strengthening of
such co-operation,

Aware that threats to the environment often have a
transboundary impact and that their urgent nature re
quires strengthened international co-operative action, in
ter alia, by assessing and providing early warning to the
world community on serious environmental threats within
the framework of Earthwatch,56

Taking note with appreciation of the progress report of
the Secretary-General on the implementation of resolu
tion 42/187,57

Recalling that, in its resolution 42/187, the General As
sembly invited Governments, in co-operation with the re
gional commissions and the United Nations Environment
Programme and, as appropriate, intergovernmental
organizations, to support and engage in follow-up activi
ties, such as conferences, at the national, regional and glo
bal levels,

Noting the importance of exploring the best ways and
means to promote sustainable and environmentally sound
development in all countries, taking into account General
Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187,

Considering in this context that the conference could, in
ter alia:

(a) Review trends in policies and action taken by all
countries and international organizations to protect and
enhance the environment and to examine how environ
mental concerns have been incorporated in economic and
social policies and planning since the United Nations Con
ference on the Human Environment in 1972,

(b) Assess major environmental problems, risks and
opportunities associated with economic activities in all
countries,

(c) Make recommendations for further strengthened
international co-operative action within a set of priorities
to be established by the conference, define the research

56 See United Nations Environment Programme, Annual Report of the
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and development effort required to implement such
recommendations, and indicate financial requirements for
their implementation, together with a definition of possi
ble sources for such financing,

1. Decides to consider at its forty-fourth session the
question of the convening of a United Nations conference
on the subject of the present resolution no later than 1992,
with a view to taking an appropriate decision at that ses
sion on the exact scope, title, venue and date of such a con
ference and on the modalities and financial implications of
holding the conference;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance
of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environ
ment Programme, urgently to obtain the views of Govern
ments on:

(a) The objectives, content, title and scope of the con
ference;

(b) Appropriate ways of preparing for the conference;

(c) A suitable time and place and other modalities for
the conference;

and to submit those views to the General Assembly at its
forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social
Council, and to make them available to the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme
at its fifteenth session;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General, with the as
sistance of the Executive Director, to obtain the views of
appropriate organs, organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system and relevant intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations on the objectives,
content and scope of the conference, and to submit those
views to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session,
through the Economic and Social Council, and to make
them available to the Governing Council at its fifteenth
session;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General, with the as
sistance of the Executive Director, to prepare a statement
of the financial implications of preparing and convening
the conference, and to submit that statement to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-fourth session, through the Eco
nomic and Social Council, and to make it available to the
Governing Council at its fifteenth session;

5. Invites the Governing Council to consider the docu
ments referred to in paragraphs 2 to 4 above and, on the
basis of that consideration, to submit to the General As
sembly at its forty-fourth session, through the Economic
and Social Council, its views on the matters referred to in
the present resolution, in particular its views on the objec
tives, content and scope of the conference.
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43/197. Fulfilment of the target for official development
assistance

The General Assembly,

, 'f)ting that the problem of increasing poverty in devel
oping countries can only be solved effectively through
policies aimed at sustained economic growth and develop
ment and that transfers of financial resources to develop
ing countries are important for achieving those objectives,

Stressing, in this context, that official development
assistance plays an jmportant role for developing coun
tries, particularly for the poorest among them,

Referring to the target of O. 7 pe~ cent of th.e gross na
tional product of developed countnes for offictal develop
ment assistance, adopted by the General Assembly m
resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 on the Interna
tional Development Strategy for the Seco.nd. United Na
tions Development Decade and reaffirmed m Its resolutIOn
35/56 of 5 December 1980 on the International Develop
ment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade,

Concerned that IOtal official development assistance, as a
percentage of the gross national l?ro?uct of developed
countries, has stagnated at a level stglllficantly below the
target of 0.7 per cent,

Stressing the need to continue to improve the quality of
official development assistance,

Recalling the increased demands on multilateral devel
opment institutions to play a major role in addressing the
development problems of developing countries,

1. Reaffirms the agreed target of O. 7 p~r cent of t~e

gross national product of developed countnes f<;>r official
development assistance contained in the InternatIOnal De
velopment Strategy for the Third United Nations Devel
opment Decade, as adopted;

2. Expresses its appreciation to those donor countries
that have already achieved the target of 0.7 per cent, or
have increased their official development assistance with a
view to achieving that target, and urges them to continue
their efforts;

3. Appeals to donor countries that have not yet
reached the target of O. 7 per cent to make their best efforts
to reach it as quickly as possible by pursuin~ specifi.c m~as

ures that will make their efforts more effectIve, takmg mto
account the necessity of improving the quality of official
development assistance;

4. Stresses the importance of achieving the target of
0.15 per cent of the gross national product of donor coun
tries for official development assistance for the least devel
oped countries, or doubling official development assist
ance to those countries, in compliance with the Substan
tial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the Least
Developed Countries4 and the conclusions of the mid
term global review of progress towards the implementa
tion of the Substantial New Programme of Action;58

5. Requests the Director-General for Development
and International Economic Co-operation to include in
formation on compliance with the present resolution in his
report for the triennial policy review of operational activi
ties for development.
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43/198. External debt crisis and development: towards a
durable solution of the debt problems

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 41/202 of 8 December 1986 on
strengthened international economic co-operation aimed
at resolving the external debt problems of developing
countries and 42/198 of 11 December 1987 on furthering
international co-operation regarding the external debt
problems,

,x Resolution 40/205. annex


