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14.  Urges the international community, in accordance
with the principle of international solidarity and burden-
sharing, to assist the above-mentioned countries in order
to enable them to cope with the additional burden that
care for refugees and asylum-seekers represents;

15. Supports broadly the purpose of a Project Planning
Fund along the lines stipulated in paragraph 32 of the re-
port of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the
High Commissioner on the work of its thirty-ninth
session8® and, in particular, the following recommenda-
tions:

(¢) The Office of the High Commissioner should re-
main a focal point for encouraging refugee-related techni-
cal assistance and capital investment in developing asylum
countries;

(b) Assistance to refugees should be additional to
funds earmarked for development programmes in devel-
oping asylum countries;

(¢) The High Commissioner should be requested to
prepare a comprehensive report in which the nature and
operational aspects of the Project Planning Fund and the
mandate of the Office of the High Commissioner, as well
as the role of development-oriented agencies and non-
governmental organizations, would be clearly defined;

16. Recognizes with appreciation the work done by the
High Commissioner to put into practice the concept of de-
velopment-oriented assistance to refugees and returnees,
as initiated at the Second International Conference on As-
sistance to Refugees in Africa% and reaffirmed in the Oslo
Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the Interna-
tional Conference on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees
and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa,1% urges the
High Commissioner to continue that process, wherever
appropriate, in full co-operation with appropriate interna-
tional agencies, and further urges Governments to support
these efforts;

17. Emphasizes the essential role of development-
oriented organizations and agencies in the implementation
of programmes that benefit refugees and returnees, urges
the High Commissioner and those organizations and
agencies, in accordance with their respective mandates, to
strengthen their mutual co-operation towards the attain-
ment of durable solutions, and calls upon the High Com-
missioner to continue to promote such co-operation;

18. Welcomes the various initiatives undertaken by the
High Commissioner in regard to the promotion and dis-
semination of the principles of refugee law and protection
and calls upon his Office, in co-operation with Govern-
ments, to intensify its activities in this area, bearing in
mind the need, in particular, to develop practical applica-
tions of refugee law and principles and to continue to or-
ganize training courses for governmental and other offi-
cials involved 1n refugee activities;

19. Calls upon all Governments to contribute, in a
spirit of international solidarity and burden-sharing and in
every way feasible, to the High Commissioner’s pro-
grammes with the aim of ensuring that the needs of refu-
gees, returnees and displaced persons of concern to the
High Commissioner are met.
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43/118. International Conference on Central American

Refugees

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 42/1 of 7 October 1987 con-
cerning the peace initiatives undertaken in connection
with the agreement on *“‘Procedures for the establishment
of a firm and lasting peace in Central America”,!0! signed
by five Central American Presidents at Guatemala City on
7 August 1987 at the Esquipulas II summit meeting,
42/110 of 7 December 1987 on assistance to refugees,
returnees and displaced persons of Central America,
42/204 of 11 December 1987 on special economic assist-
ance to Central America and 42/231 of 12 May 1988 on
the Special Plan of Economic Co-operation for Central
America,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,102

Also taking note of the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees,?’

Gravely concerned about the present situation in the
Central American region, the flows of refugees to neigh-
bouring countries and countries outside the region, and
the impact of those flows of refugees on the social and eco-
nomic development of the area,

Conscious of the need to address the problem of Central
American refugees who have found asylum in some Cen-
tral American countries, including Belize and Mexico,
and desirous of contributing to the search for lasting solu-
tions of benefit to the countries and communities of asy-
lum and origin,

Taking into account that, as stated in point 8 of the
agreement concluded at the Esquipulas IT summit meet-
ing;10! the Central American countries have undertaken,
as a matter of urgency, to address the problem of refugees,
including their repatriation and relocation through bilat-
eral and multilateral processes,

Welcoming the establishment of the Preparatory Com-
mittee for the International Conference on Central Ameri-
can Refugees, consisting of Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Nicaragua, and em-
phasizing the importance of the success of their work,

Welcoming with satisfaction the San Salvador com-
muniqué on the Central American refugees, 193 signed on 9
September 1988, whereby it was decided to convene an In-
ternational Conference on Central American Refugees, to
be held at Guatemala City in May 1989,

Emphasizing that the general objective of the Confer-
ence is to examine the needs of Central American refugees
and concrete proposals for practical solutions to their
problems, as a contribution to peace in the region,

Reiterating the paramount importance of humanitarian
and apolitical considerations, both in dealing with and in
solving the problem of refugees, returnees and displaced
persons, and the need to ensure that this approach is

strictly observed by the countries of origin and of asylum

and other interested participants,

Expressing its appreciation for the work done by the Of-
fice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees in support of the preparation for the Conference, and
for its co-operation with the Preparatory Committee,

101 A /42/521-S/19085, annex. For the printed text, see Official
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Recognizing the priority given in the Special Plan of
Economic Co-operation for Central Americal® to the sec-
tion of the emergency programme which is designed to
promote activities for solving the problem of refugees, dis-
placed persons and repatriated persons,

Recognizing that the task of seeking solutions goes fur-
ther than emergency activities and is linked with aspects
concerning the development of the region and assistance
for the displaced populations in the countries of origin and
of asylum that are directly affected by the massive pres-
ence of refugees,

Emphasizing that, among the possible solutions, volun-
tary repatriation is the most appropriate solution for solv-
ing the problems created by the massive presence of refu-
gees in the countries and communities of asylum,

Recognizing that the tripartite commissions, composed
of representatives of the country of asylum, the country of
origin and the Office of the High Commissioner, constitute
an ongoing mechanism for solving the problem of refugees
and that they require support in order to continue the cur-
rent voluntary repatriation programmes in conditions of
personal and material security,

1.  Welcomes the decision adopted by the countries
members of the Preparatory Committee for the Interna-
tional Conference on Central American Refugees to con-
vene the Conference at Guatemala City in May 1989;

2. Supports the undertaking made by the countries
represented in the Preparatory Committee to continue to
deal with the problems relating to the refugees and their
voluntary repatriation, as well as with the preparatory
work for the Conference and the Conference itself, on a
purely humanitarian and apolitical basis;

3.  Welcomes the decisions in support of the Confer-
ence adopted by the General Assembly of the Organiza-
tion of American States at its eighteenth session and by the
Executive Committee of the Programme of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees at its thirty-
ninth session; 103

4. Urges that, in the context of the Conference, consid-
eration should be given to the problems of displaced per-
sons and to the effects of the massive presence of refugees
in countries of asylum, as well as to those solutions which
the affected countries deem applicable;

5. Exhorts all Member States, organs, specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, as well as the regional and subregional, intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations engaged
in the humanitarian task of helping Central American ref-
ugees, to participate in the Conference and to provide all
the resources, co-operation and support necessary for pre-
paring and holding it, and for following up the results;

6. Appeals to the international community to increase
its assistance to the countries of asylum and of origin of
Central American refugees in order to strengthen their
capacity to provide the means and services necessary for
the solution of the problem of refugees, returnees and dis-
placed persons, in accordance with national development
programmes;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to invite all States to
participate in the Conference and to adopt the means
necessary for ensuring its success;

8. Invites the Secretary-General to establish the neces-
sary co-ordination between the Conference and the im-
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plementation of the section of the Special Plan of Eco-
nomic Co-operation for Central America relating to
refugees, displaced persons and repatriated persons;

9. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees to organize the Conference, in close co-
operation with the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme and with the organs, specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system, in co-
ordination with the Preparatory Committee, bearing in
mind the third point of the San Salvador communiqué on
the Central American refugees;

10. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the High Commissioner, to report to the Economic
and Social Council at its second regular session of 1989
and to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session on
the implementation of the present resolution.
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43/119. International Conference on Indo-Chinese Ref-

ugees

The General Assembly,

Deeply concerned about the continuing humanitarian
and other problems posed by the presence in the South-
East Asian region of large numbers of refugees, displaced
persons and those seeking refuge,

Recognizing that the problem of refugees, displaced per-
sons and those seeking refuge is of international concern,

Convinced that there is an urgent need for the interna-
tional community to find a comprehensive and durable so-
lution to the problem which is acceptable to all parties
concerned,

Appreciating the continuing efforts of the South-East
Asian countries aimed at solving this problem, as well as
the endeavours of the international community to provide
humanitarian assistance to refugees, displaced persons
and those seeking refuge in South-East Asia,

Noting the call in the Joint Statement on Indo-Chinese
Refugees, issued at Bangkok on 4 July 1988106 by the Min-
isters for Foreign Affairs of the States members of the As-
sociation of South-East Asian Nations at their twenty-first
Ministerial Meeting, for the convening of an International
Conference on Indo-Chinese Refugees at the ministerial
level, in early 1989, to be preceded by a preparatory con-
ference at the senior official level,

Noting the expressions of support given by all States
concerned, including those of the South-East Asian re-
gion, to the convening of the Conference,

Taking note of the decision by the Executive Committee
of the Programme of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees at its thirty-ninth session to endorse
the proposal for the convening of the Conference,!07

Bearing in mind the need for adequate preparation by
the parties concerned to ensure the success of the Confer-
ence,

1.  Welcomes the call by the Association of South-East
Asian Nations for the convening of an International Con-
ference on Indo-Chinese Refugees and expresses the
strong desire that the Conference take place at the minis-

106 See A/43/510-8/20091, annex.
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