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issues and to bring them to a successful end by reaching
mutually acceptable and just solutions in accordance with
the objectives agreed upon;

7. Invites the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly, in his annual reports, on the progress
achieved in the implementation of the present resolution.
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40/179. Patterns of consumption: qualitative aspects
of development

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations, in particular Article 55, and the provi-
sions of articles 22 to 26 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,'# as well as the International Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights,"®

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3345 (XXIX) of
17 December 1974 and Economic and Social Council res-
olution 1981/51 of 22 July 1981 on the interrelationships
between population, resources, environment and develop-
ment, as well as the discussion of the reports of the Secre-
tary-General on the question,?

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the overall socio-economic perspective of the world econ-
omy to the year 2000,2!

Convinced of the necessity to preserve in the long term
the balance between resources, population, environment
and development, taking into account the advances made
in science and technology and the progress accomplished
in the transfer of technological innovations to developing
countries,

Recalling further, as stated in paragraph 8 of the Interna-
tional Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade,?? that the development process
must promote human dignity, economic growth, produc-
tive employment and social equity and that the ultimate
aim of development is the constant improvement of the
well-being of the entire population on the basis of its full
participation in the process of development and a fair dis-
tribution of the benefits therefrom, within the framework
of the development plans and national priorities of each
country,

Reaffirming, in accordance with the goals and objectives
of the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade, in particular para-
graph 42 thereof, that the international community will
provide technical and financial support to achieve imme-
diate and long-term social and economic objectives in the
context of an overall substantial increase in resources for
development, paying due respect to the cultural identities
of nations and peoples,

Considering that, in order to satisfy the fundamental
socio-economic needs, it is important to promote, in
accordance with national economic plans and priorities,
the production of goods and services necessary for the
improvement of the human condition,

Noting that the United Nations has undertaken to estab-
lish consolidated inventories of data on the environment,
natural resources, existing infrastructures and population,
including the structure and socio-economic needs of popu-
lation groups,

Recalling also that the Statistical Commission, the
United Nations Research Institute for Social Development
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and other bodies in the United Nations system have
undertaken studies of socio-economic indicators,

Aware of the need for methods to measure with greater
accuracy the level of satisfaction of socio-economic needs
in the developing countries, in order to facilitate the search
for better ways of improving living standards,

1. Reaffirms the common goal pursued by the interna-
tional community of realizing, through national efforts and
international co-operation, and in accordance with the
organization and resources of each country, the enjoyment
of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable
for the development of the human condition as well as for
the well-being of individuals and their families, especially
in regard to food, clothing, housing, education, health care
and necessary social services;

2. Considers that an accurate assessment of the advan-
ces in living standards requires a reliable measuring instru-
ment consisting of a set of indicators related to living con-
ditions, employment and the circumstances underlying
them, and the improvement of basic national statistical
programmes and capabilities related to food, clothing,
housing, education, health care and necessary social serv-
ices;

3. Notes the importance of identifying, for national
use, indicative patterns of consumption that adequately
meet fundamental socio-economic needs and are tailored
to local and national requirements, particularly in devel-
oping countries, taking into account national experience,
plans and strategies;

4. Encourages, in this regard, countries to undertake
efforts to collect, tabulate and regularly publish accurate
and updated data on consumption and living standards for
different population groups, bearing in mind the need for
more international attention to be given to the qualitative
aspects of development;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
implement General Assembly resolution 3345 (XXIX) in
order to assist all States, particularly developing countries,
and the organs of the United Nations in their efforts to
advance knowledge on the interrelated issues of resources,
population, environment and development;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to prepare a
report on patterns of consumption and related socio-eco-
nomic indicators, based on the views of all interested
States and on information about the work done so far by
relevant bodies in the United Nations system, in particular
the United Nations Research Institute for Social Develop-
ment, and to submit the report to the Statistical Commis-
sion at its twenty-fourth session for consideration, and
requests the Economic and Social Council to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-second ses-
sion.
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40/180. Agreement between the United Nations and
the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization

The General Assembly,

Recalling paragraph 11 of its resolution 34/96 of 13
December 1979,

Having considered Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1985/81 of 12 December 1985, and the draft agree-
ment annexed thereto, intended to bring the United
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