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Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and the Conven-
tion on Psychotropic Substances of 1971;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa-
tion of the present resolution.
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40/121. International campaign against traffic in

drugs

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 35/195 of 15 December 1980,
36/168 of 16 December 1981, 37/168 of 17 December
1982, 37/198 of 18 December 1982 and 38/98 and 38/122
of 16 December 1983, as well as its resolutions 36/132 of
14 December 1981, 38/93 of 16 December 1983, 39/141
and 39/143 of 14 December 1984 and other relevant pro-
visions,

Recalling also its resolution 39/142 of 14 December
1984, by which it adopted the Declaration on the Control
of Drug Trafficking and Drug Abuse, which describes drug
trafficking and drug abuse as an international criminal
activity whose total elimination demands urgent attention
and maximum priority,

Taking note of the reiterated concern expressed by the
Secretary-General in his report on the work of the Organi-
zation,'4¢ in which he recognizes that the drug problem can
no longer be regarded as a merely social, and largely
domestic, concern and proposes that an effective range of
strategies be developed to meet the challenge,

Taking note once again of the provisions of the Quito
Declaration against Traffic in Narcotic Drugs of 11 August
1984,133 the New York Declaration against Drug Traffick-
ing and the Illicit Use of Drugs of 1 October 1984, in
which drug trafficking is considered to be a crime against
humanity, and the Lima Declaration of 29 July 1985,!3*
which draws attention to the need for integrated, effective
and urgent regional and international action supported by
the resources necessary for successfully overcoming the
problem,

Commending the work of the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs and the International Narcotics Control Board, as
well as the positive action of the United Nations Fund for
Drug Abuse Control in allocating funds to integrated rural
development programmes, including substitution of illegal
crops in the most severely affected areas, and their efforts
to achieve greater law enforcement,

Considering that, despite the efforts made, the situation
continues to deteriorate and the international community
is confronted with transnational criminal organizations
whose activities, including terrorist practices, constitute a
threat to the well-being of peoples, the stability of demo-
cratic institutions and the sovereignty of States,

Acknowledging once more that the eradication of this
scourge calls for integrated action which will simultane-
ously tackle the problems of reduction and control of illicit
demand, production, distribution and marketing, and that
action designed to eliminate illicit drug cultivation and
trafficking should be accompanied, when necessary, by
economic and social development programmes, including
crop substitution, in the affected areas,

Endorsing the statement made by the Secretary-General
before the Economic and Social Council on 24 May
1985,'3% referred to in Council decision 1985/131 of 28
May 1985, on the need for a new United Nations offensive
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against drug trafficking and drug abuse, and his proposal to
convene a world conference at the ministerial level in
1987,

Aware of the decision of the Secretary-General to con-
vene an interregional meeting of heads of national drug
law enforcement agencies in 1986, in accordance with
paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 39/143,

Conscious of the contribution that this interregional
meeting could make to bilateral and multilateral efforts,
including proposals that might be taken into account in the
preparation of a draft convention against illicit traffic in
narcotic drugs and at the International Conference on
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking to be held in 1987,'%

Acknowledging the important role that Member States
and relevant bodies of the United Nations system must
play in order to ensure that the interregional meeting pro-
duces significant results in the continuing fight against
illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse,

Acknowledging once more that law enforcement officials
represent an important line of defence against organized
crime, the illegal arms trade and other forms of criminal
activity associated with illicit traffic in drugs that threaten
the stability and security of many States,

Reiterating the importance of ratifying or acceding to
international treaties on the control of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-Gen-
eral;'¥’

2. Reaffirms that maximum priority must be given to
the fight against the illicit production of, demand for and
traffic in drugs and related international criminal activ-
ities, such as the illegal arms trade and terrorist practices,
which also have an adverse effect not only on the well-
being of peoples but also on the stability of institutions, as
well as posing a threat to the sovereignty of States;

3. Acknowledges the work of bodies of the United
Nations system, in particular the drug-control bodies, in
assisting efforts and initiatives designed to increase inter-
national co-operation, and recommends that this work be
intensified;

4. Encourages Member States and the relevant bodies
of the United Nations system to provide technical assist-
ance to the developing countries most affected by the illicit
production of, traffic in and use of drugs and psychotropic
substances, in order to combat the problem;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his proposal to convene in 1987, at the ministerial
level, an International Conference on Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking to deal with all aspects of drug abuse;

6. Takes note with satisfaction of the decision of the
Secretary-General to hold an interregional meeting of
heads of national drug law enforcement agencies at Vienna
from 28 July to 1 August 1986, in accordance with para-
graph 10 of General Assembly resolution 39/143;

7. Recommends to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
that it advise the interregional meeting t0 examine in
depth the most important aspects of the problem,
especially those that would enhance ongoing bilateral and
multilateral efforts, in particular the preparation of a draft
convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances and the proposed International Con-
ference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, to be con-
vened by the Secretary-General at the ministerial level,
and to recommend action on, inter alia:

(a) Extradition;
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(b)) Mechanisms that would enhance interregional co-
ordination and co-operation on a permanent basis;

(¢) Modalities of ensuring rapid and secure means of
communication between law enforcement agencies at the
national, regional and international levels;

(d) Techniques of controlled delivery;

(¢) Measures to reduce the vulnerability of States
affected by the transit of illicit drugs;

8. Encourages Member States to be represented at the
interregional meeting by officials at the decision-making
level of national organizations concerned with the suppres-
sion of illicit traffic in drugs and psychotropic substances;

9. Invites the competent bodies within the United
Nations system, as well as the International Criminal
Police Organization and the Customs Co-operation Coun-
cil, to provide technical expertise and to participate
actively in the interregional meeting;

10. Regquests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session an interim
report containing the recommendations of the inter-
regional meeting of heads of national drug law enforce-
ment agencies and to submit a final report to the Economic
and Social Council, through the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs at its next session;

11. Reiterates its request 10 the Secretary-General to
continue to make the necessary arrangements for holding,
within the framework of advisory services, interregional
seminars on the experience gained within the United
Nations system in integrated rural development pro-
grammes that include the substitution of illegal crops in
affected areas, particularly in the Andean region;

12. Acknowledges the vital role played by the United
Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control and calls upon
Member States to contribute or to continue contributing to
the Fund,

13. Calls upon the specialized agencies and all relevant
bodies of the United Nations system actively to imple-
ment the present resolution and requests the Secretary-
General to report thereon to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled *“International cam-
paign against traffic in drugs”.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/122. International Conference on Drug Abuse

and Illicit Trafficking
The General Assembly,

Conscious of the common concern that exists among
nations of the world regarding the awesome and vicious
effects of drug abuse and illicit trafficking, which threaten
the stability of nations and the well-being of mankind and
which therefore constitute a grave threat to the security
and development of many countries,

Aware of the dangers posed for producer, consumer and
transit countries alike by the illegal cultivation, production
and manufacture of and demand for drugs and by their
illicit traffic,

Recalling its resolutions 39/141, 39/142 and 39/143 of
14 December 1984 and relevant resolutions and decisions
of the Economic and Social Council and the Commission
on Narcotic Drugs in the international campaign against
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traffic in and abuse of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances,

Mindful of relevant regional and other initiatives, such
as the Declaration of Principle to Combat the Abuse of
Narcotic Drugs adopted by the Association of South-East
Asian Nations on 26 June 1976, the Quito Declaration
against Traffic in Narcotic Drugs of 11 August 1984,13 the
New York Declaration against Drug Trafficking and the
Illicit Use of Drugs of 1 October 1984,'** the report
entitled “Options for individual and collective action to
intensify the fight against drug abuse” issued at the Bonn
Summit held from 2 to 4 May 1985, the joint statement on
the international problem of drug abuse and drug traffick-
ing issued on 9 July 1985 by the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the States members of the Association of South-
East Asian Nations, the Lima Declaration of 29 July
1985,135 the concern expressed at the Conference of For-
eign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Countries held at
Luanda from 4 to 7 September 1985,'¢ and the communi-
qué adopted at the meeting of Heads of Governments of
Commonwealth States, held at Nassau from 16 to 22
October 1985,'48 as well as the First Ladies’ Conferences
on Drug Abuse held in Washington in April 1985 and in
New York in October 1985,

Recognizing the importance of adherence to existing
international legal instruments, including the Single Con-
ventior: on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, as amended by the
1972 Protocol Amending the Single Convention on Nar-
cotic Drugs of 1961,'*! and the Convention on Psycho-
tropic Substances of 1971,'*? and the need to encourage
Member States that have not yet done so to ratify these
instruments and the need for States that have already rati-
fied to implement fully their obligations under these
instruments,

Noting the relevant provisions of the International Drug
Abuse Control Strategy'*® adopted by the General Assem-
bly at its thirty-sixth session,'>

Mindful of the special responsibilities of the United
Nations and the international community to seek viable
solutions to the growing scourge of drug abuse and illicit
trafficking,

Noting the work of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
towards the preparation of a draft convention against illicit
traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances,

Noting with appreciation the statement made by the Sec-
retary-General before the Economic and Social Council on
24 May 1985,!3 referred to in Council decision 1985/131
of 28 May 1985, which drew attention to the gravity, mag-
nitude and complexities of the international drug problem
and in response proposed a world-wide conference at the
ministerial level in 1987 to consider all aspects of the
problem,

Recognizing that the interregional meeting of heads of
national drug law enforcement agencies, to be convened at
Vienna in 1986, could make a significant contribution to
the deliberations of the conference at the ministerial level
proposed by the Secretary-General,

Taking into account the various reviews of the activities
of the United Nations agencies in the narcotics field that
have already been undertaken and noting with satisfaction
the Secretary-General’s designation of the Under-Secre-
tary-General for Political and General Assembly Affairs as
the overall co-ordinator of all United Nations activities
related to drug control,
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