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38/40. Question of Western Sabara 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered in depth the question of Western 

Sahara, 

"Thc Asscmh!r o(Heads o(Statc and Gmwnment o/ 
the Organi::ation o/ African Unity, meeting in its nine­
teenth ordinary session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 
6 to 12 Junc 1983, 

Taking account of decision AHG/Res.103 (XVIII) on 
the question of Western Sahara, 2 adopted unanimously 
by the Assembly ofHeads ofState and Government ofthe 
Organization of African Unity at its eighteenth ordinary 
session, held at Nairobi from 24 to 27 J une 1 981. as well 
as ali the relevant resolutions of the Organization of Afri­
can Unity, and reaffirming ali the relevant resolutions of 
the United Nations on the question of Western Sahara, 

l. Takes note of resolution AHG/Res. l 04 (XIX) on 
Western Sabara, 3 adopted unanimously by the Assembly 
of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of 
African Unity at its nineteenth ordinary session, held at 
Addis Ababa from 6 to 12 June 1983, which reads as fol­
lows: 

1 For the decisions adopted on the reports of thc Fourth ( ·ommittee. scc 
sect. X.B.5. 

2 See A/36/534, annex 11. 
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"'Having examined the report of the lmplementation 
Committee of Heads of State on Western Sahara, 

"Recalling the solemn commitment made by His 
Majesty King Hassan II at the eighteenth ordinary ses­
sion to accept the holding of a referendum in Western 
Sahara to enable the people of that territory to exercise 
their right to self-determination, 

'"Recalling with appreciation His Majesty King Has­
san's acceptance ofthe recommendation ofthe sixth ses­
sion of the Ad Hoc Committee of Heads of State on 
Western Sahara contained in document AHG/ 103 
(XVIII) B. annex I, as well as his pledge to co-operate 
with the Ad Hoc Committee in the search for a just, 
peaceful and lasting solution, 

1 Sec ,\ .18/312, annex 



222 General Assemhly - Thirl~·-eighlh Session 

"ReaJjirming its previous rcsolutions and dcusions 
on the question of Western Sahara, and in particular 
AHG/Res.103 (XVIII) of27 Junc 1981. 

"1. Tak<'s note of the report of the lmplcmentat1on 
Committec of Heads of Sta te on Western Sahara: 

"2. Urges the parties to the confltct, the Kingdom of 
Morocco and the POLISARIO Front, to undertake 
direct negotiations with a view to hringing about a 
cease-fire to create the necessary conditions for a peacc­
ful and fair referendum for self-determination of thc 
people of Western Sahara, a referendum without any 
administrative or military constraints, undcr thc aus­
pices of the Organization of African Unity and the 
United Nations, and calls on the Implcmcntation Com­
mittee to ensure the obscrvancc of thc ceasc-firc: 

"3. Directs the lmplementation Committee to meet 
as soon as possible and, in collaboration with the partics 
to the conflict, to continue to work out the modalities 
and ali other details relevant to the implementation of 
the cease-fire and the conduct of thc rcfercndum in 
December 1983; 

"4. Requcsts the lJnitcd Nations, in conjunction 
with the Organization of African Unity, to providc a 
peace-keeping force to be stationed in Western Sahara 
to ensure peace and security during thc organization and 
conduct of the referendum: 

"5. Mandates the lmplcmentation Committec, with 
the participation of thc United Nations, to takc ali nec­
essary measures to ensurc the propcr implementation of 
this resolution; 

"6. Rcquests thc Implemcntation Committee to 
report to the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern­
ment at its twentieth session on the result of the referen­
dum with a view to enabling the Assembly at that ses­
sion to reach a final decision on ali aspects of the 
question of Western Sahara; 

"7. Decides to rema in seized with thc question of 
Western Sahara: 

"8. Requests the lmplementation ( 'ommittee in thr 
discharge of its manda te to take account of the proceed­
ings of the eighteenth and nineteenth ordinary sessions 
on the question of Western Sahara and to this end 
invites the Secretary-General of the Organization of 
African Unity to make available the ful! records of thc 
said proceedings to the Committee: 

"9. Welcomes the constructive attitude of thc 
Sahrawi leaders in making it possible for the nineteenth 
ordinary session to meet by withdrawing from it volun­
tarily and temporarily." 
2. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessar) 

steps to ensure that the United Nations participates effec­
tively in the organization and conduct of the referendum 
and to report to the General Assembly and the Security 
Council on this subject and on the measures requiring a 
decision by the Council; 

3. Urges the Secretary-General to co-operate closely 
with the Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity with a view to the implementation of the pertinent 
decisions of the Organization of A frican U nity and of the 
present resolution; 

4. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the lmplementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of lndependence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples to continue to consider the situation in Western 

4 Official Record., o.f the Uencra/ .t.1.11•111/J/r. f /1111r-eixhth Scs.,wn, Sup¡,fc 
ment No. 23 (A/38/23), chaps. lil a11d XVI. 

5 /bid.., Thirty-eighth Ses.1w11. Fourth ( '0111111111,·c 1 '>th meeting, para, .''• 
32. 

Sahara as a mattn of priority and to rcport thereon to the 
( ieneral Asscmhh at its thirty-ninth scssion. 

86/h plcnary meeting 
7 Dccemhcr 1983 

38/41. Question of American Samoa 

Fhc General ·11.w111hlr. 
l!am1g considcrcd thc question of American Samoa, 
J/aring c.\w11111cd thc relevant chapters of the report of 

the Special Committec on the Situation with regard to the 
Implcmentation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
lndepcndence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 4 

Rccalling its rcsolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde­
prndence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and ali other 
rcsolutions and dccisions of the United Nations relating to 
American Samoa. 

Ta/.:.ing into a,·count the statement of the representative 
of the administcring Power relating to devclopments m 
.f\merican Samoa.' 

Conscious of the nced to promote progress towards the 
full implementalion ofthe Declaration in respect of Amer­
ican Samoa. 

Noting 11·ith appreciation the continued participation of 
the administering Power in the work of the Special Com­
mittee in regard to American Samoa, thereby enabling it to 
conduct a more informed and meaningful examination of 
the situation in the Territory, 

Rciterating thc view that it remains the obligation ofthe 
administering Power to carry out a thorough programme 
of political education so as to ensure that thc people of 
American Samoa are made fully aware of their inalienable 
right to self-determination and independence in accord­
ance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), 

Noting that the Office of Economic Development and 
Planning ofthc Government of American Samoa is imple­
menting a five-year economic development plan, focusing 
on economic d1vcrsification, land use, housing, banking 
and tourism, for the benefit of the people of the Territory, 

A warc of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of American Samoa and 
stressing the neccssity of diversifying the economy of the 
Territory as a matter of priority in order to reduce its 
dependence on tluctuating economic activities, 

A1indfúl that l Jnited Nations visiting missions provide 
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the 
small Territories and expressing its satisfaction at the will­
ingness ofthe administering Power to receive visiting mis­
sions in the Territories under its administration, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the lmplemen­
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to American 
Samoa;" 

2. Reafjirm.1 the inalienable right of the people of 
American Samoa to self-determination and independence 
in conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of 
lndependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con­
tained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV); 

3. Reitera/es the view that such factors as territorial 
size, geographical location, size of population and limited 
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy imple-

r, lhid .. '/'h1rtr-c1gi11h Sc.111<Jll, Sup¡,lemellt No. 23 (A/38/23), chap. XVI. 


